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TE  N Guinea  Pupils,  (perpetual)  for  their  more  expeditious  and  effedlual 
Imprbveihentj  when  duly  qualified,  will  be  allowed  to  attend  the 
Wejiminjler  Lying-In  Hofpital,  in  which  upwards  of  Six  Thoufand  P atients 
have  been  delivered,  and  where  an  additional  number  •will  no’w  be  admitted', 
by  order  of  the  Governors,  in  confequence  df  many  ne'^cv  Subfcribers,  and 
a Lega'Cy  of  Three  Thoufand  Pounds  bequeathed  to  that  Charity,  by  the -late 
Richard  RuJJ'ell,  Efq. 

Two,  or  any  greater  number  of  Pupils  commending  precifely  at  the  fame 
time — 9 Guineas  each. 

Such  Students  yt\W  be  entitled  to  the '■fame  privilege;s  as  Ten  Guinea  Pie- 
pils,  viz.  they  will  be  allowed  the  unufual  Adnj.antage  of  attending  Labours 
Jingly,  uninterrupted  by  others,  and  confequently  will  have  a clear  and 
diftindl  idea  of  each  Labour,  whether  natural,  difficult,  or  preternatural. 
They  wiinikewife  fee  the  Treatment  of  Difeafes  'incident  to  Lying-in  IVo- 
nten't,  and' Infants, ' may  take  Clinical.  Minutes  of  fuch,  remarkable  Cafes 
as  occur  at  the  Hofpital  during  their  attendance;  which  particular  ad- 
vantages will  befpecihed  in  their  Certificate. 

Gentlemen  defirous  of  being  expeditioufly  qualified  Tor  Praftice,  may 
have  ample  and  immediate  opportunity  of  improv^ement,  by  extra , privi- 
leges at  Ledlures  and  Hofpital,  where  a tioufe  Pupil  will  occafionally  be 
admitted,  and  Female  Pupils  allow'ed  to  refide. 

The  firft  winter  courfe  will  commence  in  the  beginning  of  OElober,  and 
being  concluded  in  one  Month,  will  be  repeated,  by  intervals,  throughout  the 
Year,  as  advertifed  in  the  public  Papers. 

***  Farther  Particulars  may  be  kno-wn  of  Dr.  Leake,  from  Ten  *till 
Fleeter,  in  the  Morning,  or  from  Six  ’till  Seven  in  the  F.vening. 
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as  to  render  the  Crotchet  unneceflary : The  utility  of 
this  Inftrumient,  ’ is  ifliiftrated  by  elegant  Copperplates^  and 
confirmed  by  the  concurring  teftimonies  of  Foreign 
Professors,  in  Letters  to  the  Author. 

A Vindication  of  the  New  Forceps,  in  \vhich  the 
injudicious  Remarks  on  that  fubjeft,  figned,  Thomas  Den* 
mant  are  examined  and  refuted. 

..t  ■? ^ — : — ^ 

Lately  publijhedt  and  dedicated  to 

Dr.  LEAKE, 

PRACTICAL  ENQUIRIES  on  the  SECTION  of  the 
SYMPHYSIS  PUBIS,  fuccefsfully  performed  at  Paris, 
as  a fubftitute  for  the  Cofarian  Operation, 

By  ALPHONSE  LE  ROY, 

Doftor  Regent  of  the  Faculty  of  Phyfic  in  Paris,  and  Pro- 
feifor  of  Midwifery,  &c. 
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By  the  following  Letter y with  which  the  Author  was  honored, 
A.D.  1775,  it  appears  that  the  fuhfequent  Work  is  tranf- 
lated  into  French ; it  has  alfo  been  tran/lated  into  the 
German  and  other  languages, 

Monfieur  Monfieur  John  Leake,  dofteur  en  medicine, 
membre  du  college  royal  des  medicins  de  Londres,  &c, 

MAxitna  cum  voluptate  et  non  fine  fruftu,  Vir  illuf- 
triffime,  et  ornatiffime,  tuum  legi  et  relegi 
cui  titulus  eft  : PraBicdl  Ohfervations  on  the  Child^Bed 
Fever,  Printed  London  1772.  In  illo  enim  reperi  ariimad- 
verfiones  curiofas  et  plane  novas  de  afFeftibus  omenti^ 
difquifitiones  nitidas,  et  fagaces,  de  curatione  febrii  puer- 
perium  infequentis,  dubitationes  quas  di6tarunt  prudentia 
et  moderatio,  contra  fyftema  noftri  Geleberrimi  Levret, 
cogitationes  accuratas  de  hasmorrhagiis  ante,  et  poft  par- 
tum.  QuidMagis?  in  toto  judicium  et  fcientia  veriboni 
que  medici  refulget.  his  itaqde  perpenfis,  Teu  aegrorum 
falutem,  feu  artismedicze  incrementum  profpiciam,  iuum 
librum  cun6Hs  gratiffimum  duxi ; qua  propter  ut  melius 
innotefcat,  hiinc  in  idioma  gallicum  converto,  jam  ferme 
abfoluta  eft  interpretatio;  et  paucos  intra  menfes,  fi  tibi 
libet,  prelo  publico  poterit  in  Francia  committi. 

Mihi  familiaris  et  colendus  amicus  habet  nunc  fub 
prelo  traftatum  idiomate  Gallico  fcriptum  de  haemorrha- 
giis  uterinis.  Plurimis  abhinc  menfibus  auftori  commu- 
nicaveram  verfionem  tuas  fe61:ic3fnis  V.  ae.  Of  the  nature 
and  caufe  of  Uterine  Hce?norrhages,  and  their  treatment,^  c, 
in  hoc  novo  traftatu  mei  amici,  multa  funt  de  te  excerpta 
cum  laude  tui  ingenii  et  tui  operis. 

Au6Iof  novi  tra6latus,  poft  expofitionem  variarum  me- 
thodorum  contra  haemorrhagias  uteri,  nil  efficacius  inve-* 
niit  quam  obturatio  vaginas  cum  Linteolis  vel  ficcis,  vei 
imbutis  aceto,  fed  profunde  immiftis.  Haec  methodus 
olim  vetuftiffirais  nota,  in  oblivione  quodam  modo  jace- 
bat;  fed  nunc  refurgit  loiiga  et  felici  experientia  ftabili- 
ta ; et  enim  introduclio  linteorum  in  vagina,  dum  fiftit 
fanguinis  fluxum,  juvat  quoque  formationem  coaguli ; 

interim 


ifiterim  uterus  novas  acquirit  vires ; fefe  conglomerat  el 
conftringit,  contraftionibufque  propellet  coagulatum 
fanginem  & linteola  immiffa; . fed  ut  obturamentum  va- 
ginae' fit  femper  fauftura,  plurimae  funt  adhibendae  cautio- 
nes:  fcilicet,  mollis  compreflio  uteri  cum  manu,  applicatio 
fupra  pubem  linteorum  aqua  frigida,  aut  forfan  melius 
aceto  madidorum,  ulus  aeris  frigidi,  et,  ut  uno  ditani 
verbo,*  quidquid  poteft  juvare  uteri  contraftiones  et  vafo- 
Tum  fauguinem  fundentium  claufuram. 

Celeberrimus  Hoffman^  Cornelius  Trioen,  multique  alii 
jam  indicarant  obturamentum  vaginae  contra  haemorrlia- 
gias  uteri;  haec  methodus  tibi,  Vir  clariflime  non  erat 
ignota;  attamen  in  praxi  vixerat  explorata.  In  curricula 
inenfis  proximi,  ut  opinor,  novus  traHatus  moi  amici 
evulgabitur;  et  in  illo  videre  poteris  ferine  omnia  quae 
fcripfifti  de  opio,  medicamentis  aftringentibus,  venae 
feftione,  &c. 

Vale,  Vir  clarifiime ; et  quanquam  fim  extraneus,  et 
nullo  modo  tibi  notus,  non  dedigneris,  quaefo.  meam  fin- 
ceram  admirationem. 

r Datum  Divione  die  21.  /bris.  177^.  • 

FRANCISCUS  CHAUSSIER. 

Chirurgiae  maglfter  in  urbe  Divionenfi  apud  Burgundos, 
acad.  reg,  chirurgias  Paiifienfis  correfpondens,  &c. 

P.  S.  Si  veils  mihi  refponfum  dare,  fubjungo  inferiptioneni 
epiftolae  in  idiomate  gallico. 

A Monfieur  M-onfieur  Chaufiieur.  Maitre  en  Chirurgje^ 
&c.  a Dyon, 
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T F thofe  Difeafes  whicli  have  been  found 
moft  dangerous  and  mortal  in  their  ef- 
fedls,  ought  principally  to  be  coniSdered  by 
phyficians  j none  will  more  defervedly  claim 
their  attention  than  the  Child-hed  Fever  i as 
ihere  is  not,  perhaps,  any  malady  inci- 
dent  to  the  human  body,  where  powerful 
Remedies  of  every  kind  have  been  tried  with 
more  diligence,  and  lefs  fuccefs.  But,  fufely, 
this  circumftance,  difcouraging  as  it  is,  fhould 
not  render  them  regardlefs  of  the  event,  but 
rather  increafe  their  folicitude  for  the.pa- 
B tieiat’s 
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tient’s  fafety,  and  induce  them  to  try  new 
methods  of  cure,  fince  thofe  hitberta  adopted 
have  fo  frequently  failed. 

Whilft  I was  preparing  the  follo^ving 
flieets  for  prefs,  Dr.  publifhed  a trea-' 

tife  on  the  fame  fubjedl,  the  29th  of  Fe-« 
bruary  17 72,  where  fome  points  of  dodtrinc 
being  laid  down  as  newy  which  I had  re- 
peatedly advanced,  near  three  years  before, 
in  mj  public  courfe  of  LeSlures  on  Midwifery ^ 
and  Difeafes  of  Women  ; I cannot,  without 
injuftice  to  myfelf  on  this  occafion,  omit  the 
mention  of  the  following  drcnmftances,  viz. 

. That  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1 769,  and 
about  the  beginning  of  1 770,  I attended  fe- 
veral  patients  who  laboured  under  Child^ 
bed  Fever,  both  in  private  pradlice,  and  at 
the  Wefminfler  Lying-in  KofpitaU  in  confe-* 

' quence  of  being  Phyfician  to  that  charity* 
As  I gave  Le Bures  on  the  Theory  and 
PraBice  of  Midwifery  y I thought  it  my  duty 
to  communicate  whatever  I knew  on  that 
fubjedt,  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  did  me  the 

honor 
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honor  to  attend  as  Pupils;  and  therefore,  in 
confequence  of  fuch  obfervations  as  the  daily 
occurrence  of  different  cafes,  and  frequent 
infpedion  of  morbid  bodies  afforded  me  at 
the  liofpitalzxA  elfewhere,  I experimentally 
advanced  the  following  particulars : namely, 
that  the  omtnttm  was  the  part  principally  af- 
fecfted,  having  generally  found  it  either  al-  , 
moft  totally  confumed  and  melted  down  into 
thick  ciird~iike  pus,  or  partially  fuppurated 
and  inflamed  ; and  that  inflammation  had 
often  overfpread  the  inteftines.  A large 
quantity  of  purulent,  whey-coloured  fluid 
was  alfo  found  in  the  abdomen  and  pelvis, 
mixed  with  fmall  clots  of  blood  and  curd-* 
like  matter, 

I alfo  laid  it  down,  as  my  opinion,  that 
this  fever  Was  not  occafioned  by  tranflation 
or  abforption  of  corrupted  milk  from  the 
breafts,  or  obftmdlion  of  putrid  lochia; 
nor  did  I think  it  owing  to  hijiammation  of 
the  uterus^  or  any  morbid  affection  of  that 
organ,  as  generally  believed  and  afferted  by 
B different 
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different  authors  j and  therfore,  that  it  ought 
to  be  referred  to  other  caufes,  as  a Difeafe 
df  a peculiar  nature ^ and  diftind:  from  all 
others.  However,  the  conformity  between 
that  gentlcmari^s  w^ritings  and  mine  may  be 
folcly  confined  to  a defcription  of  the  cha-* 
xadlerifHc  lymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  and  its 
morbid  appearances  after  death  > in  both 
which,  as  nature  is  generally  uniform  and 
confiftent,  any  tw-o  authors  tranfcribing  j 
from  the  fame  original,  mull:  neceffarily 
agree.  But  in  what  relates  to  the  caufe  and 
cure  of  the  difeafe  j fo  far  from  fimilarity 
of  opinion,  no  dodrines  can  be  found  more 
oppofite  and  dijfimilar. 

At  the  fame  time,  I took  occafion  to 
mention  an  alteration  of  this  article,  in  my 
Syllabus  of  LeSlures\  having,  in  a former 
impreffion  (with  Hoffman')  called  this  dif- 
eafe Uterine  Fever^  but  being  after- 
wards convinced  there  was  nothing  ftridly 
uterine  in  it,  a . d . 1 7 7 1 , I gave  it  the  name 
of  acute  Fever  peculiar  to  Women  after 

de«^ 
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delivery,  properly  called  Child-bed.  Fever. 
I alfo,  from  experience,  recommended  early 
and  copious  bleedings  with  the  antiphlogiftic 
method,  in  preference  to  every  thing  elfe  I 
had  feen  tried  in  it^  cure;  and  in  confir- 
mation of  thefe  fadts,  I appeal  to  the  gen- 
tlemen whofe  names  are  fubjoined,  at  the 
conclufion  of  this  volume,  who  attended  as 
Pupils y and  took  notes  of  the  feveral  public 
couifes  of  my  Lectures,  given  ip  the  three 
fucceding  years  1770,  1771,  and  1772  ; in 
which  the  feveral  points  of  doctrine  already 
mentioned,  were  circuniftantially  and  repeat- 
edly laid  down,  A 

Being,  not  a little  folicitous  for  the  reco- 
very of  the  patients  intrufted  to  my  care, 
I fpared  no  pains  in  giving  attendance  by 
every  poffible  opportunity,,  and  a}fo  had  the 
fatisfadion  of  meeting  Dr.  James  Fordy 
a gentleman  defervedly  eminent  for  his  can- 
dor and  fkill,  and  one  of  the  phyfkians  of 
this  hofpital.  But  although  we  frequently 
fpnfulted  what  was  beft  to  be  done,  and 
B 3 tried 
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tried  various  medicines  and  methods  for  their 
relief,  our  heft  endeavors  to  that  end  often 
proved  ineffedlual. 

It  grieved  me  to  find  that  fo  many  women 
died  of  this  deftrudtive  Fever,  but  fince  there 
was  reafon  to  believe  it  was  at  firft  imper^ 
fedily  underftood,  I ftill  had  hopes  that  by 
time  and  obfervation,  it  might  admit  of  more 
certainty  in  the  cure,  and  become  lefs  for- 
midable.  I therefore,  made  it  a rule  to  com- 
mit to  paper  the  feveral  fymptoms  and  cir- 
cumftances  in  the  order  they  occurred,  and 
' like  wife  the  daily  and  hourly  changes  which 
happened  at  different  periods  of  the  difeafe  ; 
as  far  as  opportunity  would  allow  me,  either 
front  my  own  attendance  on  the  lick,  or  in- 
formation of  the  Matron  and  Nurfes  in  my 
abfence.  I noted  down  their  degree  of  vio- 
lence and  time  of  duration,  as  exacftly  as  pof- 
fible,  and  alfo,  whether  the  patient  became 

better  or  worfe,  in  confequence  of  fuch  par- 
ticular fymptoms  as  appeared  from  time  to 
time. 


Thefc, 


Thefe,  the  Reader  may  depend  upon  as 
fo  many  Fa<^Sj  or  clinical  Mi?mtes,  which  I 
colledled  as . materials  for  a Hiflory  of  the 
Ji>ifeafe  ; but  as  for  the  deducflions  or  prac- 
tical inferences  arifing  from  them,  they  are 
fubmitted  to  the  judgment  and  candor  of 


the  medical  reader,  as  matter  of  opinion,  to 
be  confirmed  or  correiled,  as  they  may  be 
found  to  correfpond  with  obfervation  and 


The  great  variety  of  opinions  prevailing 
among  fpeculative  men,  in  what  relates  to 
the  origin  and  cure  of  difeafes,  is  a convin- 
cing proof  of  the  fallibility  of  the  human 
mind.  The  fubjedt  of  Phyfic  is  atten"’ 
with  fo  many  difficulties,  that  we  fr^=*  -4cd 

deal  in  probable  conjedlures  rath 


future  experiencco 


tain  truths  ; and  this  will  a^ 
in  every  fcience  where  ^ 
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captive  by  the  early  prejudices  of  education^ 
and  reigning  cuftom  of  countries ; that  things 

thus  feen  through  different  mediums,  muff 

( 

necelfarily  ftrike  our  fenles  very  differently, 

. though  in  their  own  nature,  they  are  identir 
cally  the  fame. 

Refpe6ting  the  moft  powerful  remedies,  as 
opiuniy  mercury y and  peruvian  barky  fuch  is 
the  oppofition  of  fentiments  concerning  their 
ufe,  that  one  would  almoft  be  tempted  to 
conclude,  there  was  no  true  ftandard,  no 
leading  and  unerring  principles,  by  which  to 
determine,  either  the  effeft  of  medicines,  or 
the  nature  and  event  of  difeafes. 

The  divifion  of  difeafes  into  putrid  and 
injlammatoryy  however  limple  and  neceffary 
it  may  appear,  has  been  productive  of  much 
diffention  and  cavil  among  practitioners ; 
but  had  they  been  lefs  violent  in  contending 
about  mere  words,  and  more  accurate  in 
pointing  out  the  true  marks  which  confli- 
tute  the  real  difference  in  thofe  two  claffes 

of 
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of  difeafe,  they  would  have  deferved  better 

of  the  profeffion,  and  public.  With  fome, 
aimoft  every  difeafe  is  fuppofed  to  be  of 
the  putrid  kind ; and  therefore,  cordials, 
the  bark,  and  other  aiitifeptics  have  been 
adminiflered  as  fovereign  Remedies ; and 
he  that  fhould  venture  to  dired  venefedlion, 
would  run  the  rifque  of  being  called  an  ex- 
ecutioner, rather  than  a phyfician.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  in  our  own  country,  but 
efpecially  in  France,  and  the  warmer  cli- 
mates, look  upon  moft  difeafes  as  inflam- 
matory, and  fuppofe,  that  nothing  is  fo  re- 
quifite  and  effedlual  in  their  cure,  as  bleed- 
ing, evacuations,  and  plentiful  dilution  i 
and  the  methods  recommended  by  the  for- 
mer, in  the  very  fame  diforders,  are 
deemed  no  better  than  rank  poifons . Where 
men  are  thus  enflaved  bycuftom,  or  adluated 
by  blind  zeal,  they  often  err  in  violent  ex- 
tremes, and  aflert  their  opinions  with  as 
much  confidence  as  if  there  was  not  even  a 
poflibility’  of  being  millakenj  but,  what 
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is  llill  worfe,  they  fometimes  refledl  on  one 
another  in  terms  the  moft  illiberal  and  un- 
juftifiable ; to  the  difcredit  of  the  Profeffion, 
and  the  injury  of  each  other’s  reputation. 

Which  way  are  we  to  turn,  where  rocks 
lie  on  one  fide,  and  quipk-fands  on  the 
other  ? 

Nothing  has  been-  fp  great  an  obftacle  to 
the  improvement  of  medical  fcience,  as  the 
partiality,  and  pbfequious  regard,  which 
many  have  been  apt  tp  pay  great  authot 
rities;  for  whilfi  they  difregard  the  tefti-* 
mony  of  their  own  fenfes,  and  weakly  Qf 
indolently  aflent  to  things  as  right,  on  the 
credit  of  others,  they  are  feldom  at  much' 
trouble  to  examine  whether  they  are  really 
fo  or  not;  and  errors  early  adopted,  are  either 
reludlantly  corredled,  or  at  laft,  take  fuch 
total  poffeffion  of  the  mind,  that  they  be- 
come habitual,  and  are  retained  ever  after. 

Much  refpedt  is  certainly  due  to  all  fuch 
Authors  as  have  fet  down  with  candor  and 
truth,  whatever  they  knew  in  the  cure  of 

difeafes  j 
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difeafes ; but  very  often,  inftead  of  plain 
fadls,  the  reader  is  prefented  with  fuch  a 
medley  of  reality  and  fiction,  partly  from 
books,  the  Au thorns  imaginaripn,  and 

difeafe  itfelfj  that  after  he  has  perufed  the 
whole,  be  is  as  much  at  a lofs  how  to  pro- 
ceed in  praftice,  as  before* 

Of  late,  indeed,  medical  writers  have 
happily  withdrawn  themfelves  from  the 
fairy-land  of  hypothefis  apd  conjedlure  ^ 
and,  inftead  of  deviating  from  the  folid  path 
of  nature,  as  many  of  them  had  formerly 
done,  they  are  now  principally  guided  by 
obfervation  and  pradlical  experience, 

Thofe  who  mean  to  get  ufeful  knowledge, 
will  therefore  do  well  tp  take  their  "infor- 
mation from  the  living  body,  by  every  op- 
portunity of  vifiting  the  fick  ; this  will  be 
going  to  the  fountain-head,  and  reading,  as 
it  were,  from  the  ample  volume  of  Nature 
herfelf ; where  a true  ftate  of  the  difeafe  will 
more  clearly  unfold  itfelf  to  the  diligent  ob- 
ferver  i the  effedls  of  medicine  will  be  better 

known> 
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Jaiown,  and  the  methods  of  cure,  from 
whence,  become  more  certain  and  confiftent. 

In  the  hiftory  of  difeafes,  the  feveral 
fymptoms  ought  to  be  fet  down  with  fimr 
plicity  and  cleamefs,  exadlly  as  they  prefent 
themfelves,  without  any  innovation,  con-: 
jedture,  or  falfe  coloring  4 which>  having 
nothing  to  do  with  reality,  would  corrupt 
^nd  adulterate  the  whole,  and  render  it  a 
mere  rccital  of  opinions  and  furmifes,  rather 
than  a genuine  defcription  of  the  difeafe  it- 
felf.  A diftindtion  ftiould  alfo  be  rnade  be- 
tween fuch  fymptoms  as  uniformly  appear 
in  the  beginning,  and  are,  as  it  were  the 
irnmediate  offspring  of  the  difeafe ; and 
thofe  which  are  only  occafioned  by  diffe- 
rence of  conftitution,  age,  climate,  or  other 
caufes:  The  firfl:  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  the  true,  and  infeparable  pathognomonic 
Jignsy  which  denote  its  nature  and  tendency, 
and  from  which  the  indication  of  cure  is 
chiefly  to  be  taken  ; the  lafl:,  only  as  acci- 
dental changes,  fcarcely  to  be  regarded. 

The 
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The  Rate  of  air,  with  the  patient’s  age* 
and  habit  of  body,  fhould  be  mentioned  ; 
and  effedl  of  medicines  adminiftered  at 
different  times,  whether  good  or  bad,  fhould 
alfo  be  faithfully  and  candidly  fet  down,  and 
diftinguifhed  from  the  fymptoms  of  difeafe* 
or  the  limple  efforts  of  nature ; which,  hap-* 
pily  for  the  patient,  are,  indeed,  fometimes 
fiich  as  furmount  every  obftacle  to  a cure. 

An  accurate  examination  of  the  affeded 
parts  after  death,  by  leading  to  the  feat  of 
difeafe,  alfo  tends  to  perfed  its  hiftory,  and 
affiil:  in  throwing  light  on  the  cure  ; this 
will  always  be  moft  neceffary  in  dange- 
rous and  uncommon  cafes,  where  powerful 
medicines  have  been  tried  in  vain.  By  at-* 
tending  to  thofe  morbid  appearances,  which 
have  an  intimate  relation  to  fuch  fymptoms 
as  wereimperfedly  underftood,  we  proceed 
from  effeds  to  their  caufes,  which  could  ne- 
ver be  done  with  fo  much  certainty  by  regard- 
ing the  fymptoms  of  difeafe  only.  For 
inflance,  it  did  not  appear  obvious  from  the 
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fymptoms  of  Child^-^bed  Fever,  that  the  omert’- 
turn,  rather  than  the  uterus  or  intejiines,  was 
the  part  principally  afFedled^ 

But  although  opening  of  bodies  niay  af- 
ford much  information,  falfe  inferences  hav^ 
often  been  niade  from  them ; for,  all  fuch 
morbid  appearances,  as  there  is  reafon  to  be- 
lieve did  not  exift  till  long  after  the  invalion 
of  the  difeafe,  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as 
confequences,  and  not  the  caufes  of  it^ 

The  feat  of  difeafes  is  often  apparent,  tho* 
their  caufes  are  frequently  too  remote  for 
difcovery  of  the  moft  acute  and  accu- 
rate obferver.'  But  notwithftanding  many 
changes  are  produced  in  the  living  body,  for 
which  no  adequate  or  fatisfadlory  reafon  can 
be  affigned,  there  are  fome  certain  appear- 
ances which  almoft  uniformly  fucceed  each 
other.  Forinftance,  pain,  from  whatever 
caufe  it  may  arife,  if  violent,  will  produce 
fpafm,  fever,  or  inflammation ; and  thefe 
are  generally  followed  by  fome  critical  eva- 
cuation, which  is  falutary ; or . where  that 

is 
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is  wanting,  by  abfcefs  or  gangrene,  which 
falling  on  the  vital  parts,  will  render  the 
difeafe  incurable.  This  has  often  been  the 
cafe  in  Child-bed  Fever,  and  therefore,  fuch 
Unfavourable  termination  ought,  if  pof» 
lible,  to  be  prevented  by  evacuations,  and 
the  adminiftration  of  medicines-  tending  to 
carry  off  the  morbid  caufe  by  feme  of  the 
hatural  fecretions* 

Sydenham  obferved,  that  the  fever 
which  follows  fuppreflion  of  lochia,  fotne- 
times  changed  its  type  to  that  vphich  pre- 
vailed in  the  epideiiiic  feafen. 

That  women  after  delivery,  are  more 
difpofed  to  fever  at  one  time  than  another, 
according  to  the  conftitution  of  atmof- 
phere,  cannot  be  doubted ; confidering  its 
great  influence  on  valetudinary  habits,  and  * 
difeafes  in  general;  but  particularly  the 
ftnall-pox,  epidemic  dyfentery,  and  ulcerated 
fore  throat,  which  not  only  become  more 
frecjuent,  but  alfe  more  fatal,  as  the  air 
changed  from  a healthy  to  a malignant  flate. 

The 
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The  great  plague  in  London ^ a.  d.  1636; 
which  lafted  twelve  years,  was  more  or  lefs 
fatal  at  different  periods  j in  eight  years,  one 
with  another,  two  thoufand  people  died 
yearly,  and  never  lefs  than  eight  hundred  in 
one  year  ; which  fliews  that  contagion  and 
its  mortal  effedls,  depended  as  much  upori 
the  atmofphere,  as  on  the  difeafe  itfelf. 
This  circumftance  is  ftillmore  clearly  proved, 
by  the  great  difproportion  of  deaths  in  dif- 
ferent weeks ; the  number  in  one  week  in- 
creafing  from  one  hundred  and  eighteen,  ta 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-feveri  in  the  next ; 
and  in  another,  decreafing  from  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three,  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty-eight ; and  from  that  number,  agairr 
increafing,  the  very  next  week,  to  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-two.  * 

How  difeafes  are  produced  or  influenced 
by  the  obvious  qualities  of  air,  is  difficult  to 
determine,  notwithftanding  all  that  has  been 
faid  on  its  gravity  and  lightnefs,  effeds  of 

heat 
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heat  and  cold,  moirfure  and  drynefs/or  the 
winds  blowing  from  particular  quarters  at 
certain  feafons,  wdth  different  degrees  of  vio- 
lence ; feeing,  that  very  fudden  changes  of 
weather  from  one  extreme  to  another,  fre- 
quently happen,  without  producing  any  dif- 
eafes  of  the  malignant  or  epidemic  kind. 
In  like  manner,  a defedl  in  the  natural  fecre- 
tions,  violent  paffions  of  mind,  or  errors  in 
diet,  at  one  time  occafion  fever,  and  not  at 
another ; which  evidently  fliew,  that  the  firft 
caufe  of  difeafes,  whatever  it  is,  atfls  more  or 
lefs  powerfully,  as  the  natural  temperament 
of  body  concurs  to  increafe  or  diminifh  itg 
effeds. 

In  the  year  1 746,  during  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  a difeafe  of  the  epidemic  kind  was  ob- 
ferved  ro  prevail  with  great  violence  among 
lying-in  women.  * It  began  with  a diar- 
rhcea^  followed  by  pains  in  the  abdomen  ; 
the  lochia  did  not  appear  in  due  time, 
and  the  belly  became  hard,  tenfe,  and  pain- 
C ful; 

? Acad*  des  Sciences  I’an.  1746,  in  410.  Mem.  p.  160, 
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ful ; the  head  was  alfo  afFeded  with  pain, 
and  fometimes  a cough  attended  : About  the 
third  or  fourth  day  after  delivery,  the  breafts, 
which  ufually  at  that  time  were  filled  with 
milk,  became  flaccid,  and  about  the  fifth  or 
feventh  day  the  patient  frequently  died. 

Poor  women  delivered  in  Hofpitals  were 
obferved  moft  fubjed  to  this  difeafe ; and  in 
the  month  of  February  it  became  fo  ex^ 
tremely  dangerous  and  epidemical,  that 
fcarcely  one  in  twenty  efcaped  it, 

When  the  bodies  were  opened,  we  are  told, 
that  coagulum  laBis  was  found  adhering  to 
the  inteftines,  and ferum  laEieum  contained  in 
the  abdomen.  In  fome,  the  fame  kind  of 
fluid  was  colleded  in  the  cavity  of  the  bread:. 
The  Jlomach^  intejtines^  and  uterusy  had  un- 
, dergone  inflammation  j and  in  many,  the 
ovaria  appeared  difeafed  and  fupurated. 

I 

The  difeafe  here  mentioned  feems  to  have 
been  occafioned  by  a morbid  affection  of  the 
uterusy  and  therefore  may  be  confidered  as 

very 
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very  different  from  that  hereafter  to  be  de- 
fcribed. 

If  the  deaths  of  child-bed  women  de- 
pended upon  the  fame  caufes  as  thofe 
which  proved  mortal  in  the  fmall-pox,  dy^ 
fentery,  and  reigning  fevers  of  the  feafon,  as 
there  was  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  ; this  cir- 
cumftance  could  never  have  been  fo  truly 
known  as  by  examining  the  Bi//s  of  Morta^ 
lity^  and  remarking  how  far  the  deaths  un-^ 
der  the  article  Child-bed  kept  pace  with  thofe 
arifing  from  fuch  difeafes.  But  thefe  bills 
have  been  regulated  with  fo  little  care  and 
exacTnefs,  either  in  refpedl  to  difeafes  them- 
felves,  or  the  numbers  faid  to  die  of  them  ; 
that  it  would,  from  thence,  be  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  determine  this  matter  in  a fatisfac-^ 
tory  manner.  The  yearly  bills  would  by 
no  means  be  fufficient  to  do  it  > becaufe  af 
though  a greater  than  ufual  number  might 
die  in  the  epidemic  feafon ; in  the  fubfe- 
quent  months,  which  make  up  the  year,  and 
which  generally  prove  more  healthy,  the 
' C a proper^ 
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proportion  of  deaths  would  probably  be  lefs ; 
which,  upon  the  whole,  taking  one  year  with 
another,  would  occafion  but  very  little  dif- 
ference. I therefore  regularly  procured  the 
weekly  Bills  of  mortality,  during  the  whole 
time  of  Child-  bed  Fever y in  order  to  afcertain 
this  matter  more  exadtly. 

In  the  months  of  January y February y and 
beginning  of  Marche  the  difeafe  prevailed 
with  uncommon  violence,  and  was  evidently 
epidemic  in  different  parts  of  the  town ; al- 
though on  comf)aring  the  number  of  deaths 
occafioned  by  it,  wnth  thofe  arifing  from  the 
epidemics  of  the  feafon,  I did  not  find  that 
correfpondence  which  at  firft  I expeded. 
However,  the  great  difference  in  the  num-. 
ber  of  women  who  died  in  the  year  1770, 
compared  with  that  of  the  preceding  year 
1769,  or  the  fubfequent  year  1771,  fuffici- 
ently  and  clearly  proves  that  this  Fever  was 
' epidemical  in  the  firft : The  number  of  deaths 
in  the  yearly  Bills  of  mortality  for  the  cities 
of  Lo?tdon  and  Wejlminjlery  under  this  article. 
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were  as  follows  : From  December  the  1 3 th, 
1*768,  to  December  the  12th,  1769,  died  in 
Child-bed  one  hundred  and  eighty-five » From 
December  the  12th,  1769,  to  December  the 
lithi  1770,  died  two  hundred  and fieventy  i 
and  from  December  the  i ith  1770,  to  De- 
cember the  I oth,  died  one  hundred  and 

ficvatty-'two.  So  that  in  the  year  1770,  com- 
pared with  the  other  two,  the  number  of 
deaths  was  very  near  a third  part  more  ; and 
as  this  increafe  of  number  did  not  happen 
uniformly  throughout  the  year,  but  was 
chiefly  brought  about  in  that  half  of  it, 
which  commenced  with  December,  and 
ended  with  May ; it  is  flill  more  evident, 
that  it  could  arife  from  no  other  caufe  than  a 
malignant  cotijUtution  of  the  atmofiphere. 

But  although  it  Was  proper  and  neceffary 
to  mention  the  Bills  of  mortality  as  a ftand- 

j 

ard  to  which  the  reader  might  be  referred  ; 
if  I might  be  allowed  to  form  a conjedture 
of  the  mortality  of  this  difeafe,  by  what  oc- 
curred to  me,  as  well  as  feveral  others  of  the 
G 3 profeflion,' 
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profeffion>  with  whom  I frequently  con^ 
verfed  on  the  fubjedl ; I fhould  have  no 
doubt,  but  at  leaft,  half  as  many  more  wo- 
men died  of  it,  as  thofe  mentioned  in  the 
Bills  of  mortality ; which  inftead  of  being 
fet  down  under  the  article  Child-bed  Fever, 
were  indifcriminately  placed  to  the  account 
of  flux,  pleurify,  or  fome  other  diforder. 

It  is  a public  misfortune  that  thofe  Bills 
ftill  continue  to  be  kept  in  fuch  a manner  as 
to  defeat  their  original  intention,  and  to  ren- 
der all  calculation  in  this  matter  vague  and 
indeterminate. 

Some  years  ago,  an  application  was  made 
to  Parliament  by  the  company  of  parifh 
Clerks,  fetting  forth  the  neceflity  of  keeping 
an  exadt  regifler  of  birth^s,  burials,  and  mar’^ 
riages,  in  all  the  parifhes  throughout  Eng-^ 
^ land ; inftead  of  the  prefent  one,  'including 
chrifleni?2gs  and  burials  only,  as  confined  to 
pariflies  within  the  Bills  of  mortality  for  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weflminfler.  Had  this 
application  been  duly  attended  to,  and  fup- 
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|)orted  by  Parliament,  many  great  and  ob- 
vious advantages  would  have  been  the  con- 
fequences  of  it,  for  the  healthy  or  unhealthy 
Rate  of  air  at  particular  times  and  places, 
tnight  from  thence  have  been  more  exactly 
afcertained  ; as  well  as  the  increafe  of  popu- 
lation, in  which  the  ftrength  of  every 
nation  confifts. 
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S E C T I O N I, 

Miflory  of  Child-bed  Fever  deduced  from  the 
fymptoms  of  that  Difeafe^  taken  from  the 
living  bodyy  and  examination  of  its  mor^ 
bid  appeara?tces  after  death. 

\ A S it  is  evident  that  women,  after  deli- 
very, are  more  fubjed:  to  fevers  du- 
ring a diftemperature  of  the  atmofphere ; I 
liave,  previous  to  the  hiftory  of  this  difeafe, 
fubjoined  a fliort  account  of  the  weather, 
with  a view  to  determine  how  far  the  fymp- 
toms might  be  increafed  or  abated  by  its  in- 
I fluence^ 
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fliience,  during  thofe  months  in  which  it  was 
found  moft  epidemical. 

Air  is  fo  eflential  to  the  exiftence  of  all 
animals,  that  want  of  it  even  for  a few 
minutes  is  deftrudlive  to  life.  It  not  only 
a<fls  conftantly  on  the  furface  of  their  bo- 
dies by  its  preffure,  but  is  alfo  continually 
taken  into  the  lungs  by  refpiration ; and 
therefore,  it  is  no  wonder  the  health  fhould 
be  fo  varioufly  affedted  by  it,  as  its  natural 
qualities  are  changed,  and  become  more  or 
lefs  falutary.  The  difeafes  which  are  en^ 
demial  in  particular  countries,  depend  prin- 
cipally upon  this  circumftance ; but  human 
bodies  being  alfo  affected  by  intemperance, 
and  the  paffions  of  the  mind  \ thofe  acute 
dijlempers  which  fometimes  rage,  for  a time, 
with  uncommon  violence,  among  brute 
animals  living  in  open  fields,  and  in  a 
ftate  of  nature,  are  more  evident  proofs  of 
its  powerful  influence.  The  firfl:  fhews  that 
the  atmofphere  of  particular  places,  is  at  all 
times  more  or  lefs  unwholefome;  the  laft, 

that 
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that  the  atmofphere  in  general,  may  become? 
fo  for  a time,  from  variety  of  natural  caufes 
which  notwithftanding  are  fo  obfeure,  that 
they  would  be  fcarcely  known  to  exift,  was 
it  not  for  their  effects 

A fhort  account  of  the  weather  from  Oc^ 
tober,  1769,  to  the  end  of  May,  1770, 

The  month  of  Odtpber  commenced  with 
fine  clear  weather,  the  wind  in  moderate 
breezes  being  chiefly  at  N.  N.  E.  From 
the  5 th  to  the  8th,  it  was  bleak  and  cold, 
with  fdme  rain.  From  the  9th  to  the  1 3th, 
the  days  were  clear  and  frofty,  with  foggy 
nights  and  mornings;  the  wind  being  firfl: 
wefterly,  and  afterwards  fliifting  from  W* 
to  £.  and  then  to  E.  N.  E.  From  thence* 
to  the  25th,  moift  and  mild  weather,  the 
wind  being  variable;  a day  or  two  of  frofl: 
then  fucceeded,  and  the  month  ended  with 
tnifling  rain  and  mild  weather. 

Novem* 

^ Here,  it  is  only  a tribute  due  to  merit,  to  apprize 
the  reader  of  many  curious  and  interefting  difeoveries 
on  the  properties  of  different  kinds  of  air,  publiftied 
by  the  ingenious  Dr.  Priejlky, 
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November  began  with  mild  weather,  and 
fome  fmart  Ihowersj  till  the  8 th  it  was 
w’^arm,  moift  and  gloomy,  the  wind  being 
chiefly  at  S.  S.  W.;  the  remainder  of  the 
month  was  extremely  variable;  the  nights 
being  frofty  and  the  days  fofnetimes  cleat 
and  bright,  and  at  other  times  overcafl:  with 
clouds,  attended  with  milling  rain;  the 
wind  lliifting  to  all  points  of  the  compafs, 
but  chiefly  to  W.  S.  W. 

December  commenced  with  frofly  clear 
days  and  foggy  nights,  the  wind  being  va* 
riable ; to  the  8 th,  the  weather  in  general 
Was  clear,  but  fometimes  foggy  with  milling 
rain,  the  wind  being  then  chiefly  at  S,  and 
E.  S.  E.  with  continual  tranfitions  from  one 
extreme  to  another,  viz.  from  a clear  frofly 
air  to  cloudy  damp  weather  with  milling 
rain  ; and  towards  the  end,  frofl  with  fleet 
and  fnow;  the  wind  to  the  2 2d  being  moflly 
at  W,  and  S.  S.  W.  and  afterwards  it  blowed 
from  the  N.  to  the  N,  N,  W. 

Janu- 


history  of 


January  began  with  moift  weather,  and  a 
thick  atmofphere  till  the  4thj  on  which  day 
there  was  a fall  of  fnow,  the  wind  being 
chiefly  at  W.  N.  W.  and  N.  N.  to  the 
nth,  fmart  frofty  weather,  with  large  quan- 
tities of  fnow,  the  wind  at  N.  N.  E.  and 
N.  N.  W.  From  thence  to  the  17th,  it 
was  fair  and  rainy,  bright  and  fogg}^  by 
turns  ; on  the  1 8th,  a cold  ffofl:  began,  with 
a large^  fall  of  fnow%  the  wind  at  N.  E.  t 
from  thence  to  the  a8th,  mild,  but  variable, 
the  wind  being  chiefly  at  S.  or  W.  S.  W*- 
with  moift  gloomy  weather,  which  con-* 
eluded  the  month. 

February  began  with  fine  w’eather,  which 
continued  to  the  6th,  the  wind  chiefly  at ' 
S.  W.  from  thence  to  the  8th,  fhowers  of 
rain  and  fnow,  with  froft,  and  the  wind 
at  N.  To  the  ^I7th,  changeable  moift 
weather,  the 'wind  chiefly  at  S.  or  S.  W* 
On  the  1 8th,  alternate  fliowxrs  of  hail, 
fnow  and  rain;  from  thence  to  the  aad,  va- 
riable; to  the  25th,  cold  and  bleak,  with 

•froft 
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froft  and  fome  fnow  ; the  wind  being  fta- 
denary  at  N.  N.  E;  to  the  end,  the  weather 
was  cold,  moift  and  cloudy,  and  the  wind 
chiefly  at  S,  W.  and  S. 

March  commenced  with  moifl:  hazy 
weather,  and  a mild  temperature  of  the  air, 
with  gleams  of  fun-fliine,  which  continued 
to  the  'jth  j the  wind  continually  fhifting. 
To  the  14th,  it  was  cold  and  gloomy,  with 
confiderable  quantities  of  rain,  the  wind 
chiefly  at  N.  E ; from  thence  to  the  'Zgth, 
{harp  froft,  with  fevere  cold  winds,  and  aL 
ternately,  large  falls  of  fnow,  and  fliowers 
of  fleet  and  hail ; the  wind  chiefly  at  E. 
N.  E.  This  month  ended  with  thaw  and 
fome  rain,  the  wind  then  blowing  from  the 
South. 

April  began  with  rainy  weather,  and 
heavy  fhowers  of  hail  and  fleet,  the  wind 
chiefly  at  W.  and  W.  S.  W. ; from  the  8th 
to  the  14th,  cold,  bleak,  wet  weather,  with 
more  fnow  and  hail,  the  wind  being  fl:a- 
tionary  at  N.  N.  E. ; from  thence  to  the 
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29th,  fine  weather,  but  fhowery  ; the  wind 
at  W.  and  W.  S.  W.  This  month  conclu-. 
ded  with  fevere  wet  weather. 

May  commenced  with  exceffive  cold 
rainy  weather,  and  frequent  fhowers  of  fnow 
and  hail,  the  wind  at  N.  N.  E.  and  N.  N, 
W.  From  the  4th  to  the  8th,  it  changed 
to  the  S.  and  W.  S.  W.  with  cold  heavy 
rains;  from  thence  to  the  i6th,  the  weather 
in  general  was  fine,  with  fome  thunder 
fhowers;  to  the  25th,  cold,  unfettled  wea- 
ther, and  towards  the  end  of  the  month, 
it  was  moiftand  hazy,  the  wind  being  at 
E.N.E, 

Hippocrates  obferves,  that  a mild  rainy 
winter  fucceeded  by  northerly  winds  in  the 
fpring,  was  dangerous  to  pregnant  women^. 
Agreeable  to  this  obfervation  in  the  winter 
months,  when  the  Child-bed  Fever  began, 
the  weather  was  obferved  to  be  remarkably 
mild  and  moift,  with  a warmer  temperature 
of  air  than  was  natural  to  the  feafon ; and 
this  was  fucceeded  by  cold,  bleak  winds  in 

the 
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the  fpring,  which  was  very  unfriendly  both 
to  animals  and  vegetables. 

About  the  14th  of  March,  1770,  a fharp 
froft  commenced,  with  large  falls  of  fnow, 
and  alternate  Ihowers  of  fleet  and  hail,  the 
wind  being  at  North-eafl: : This  weather, 
which  was  uncommonly  fevere,  lafted  till 
near  the  end  of  the  month,  at  which  time 
the  malignant  force  of  the  Child-bed  Fever 
feemed  to  abate;  for  altho^  feveral  w^omen 
were  aflfedled  with  it  at  the  HofpitaU  foon 
after  that  time ; only  two  of  them  died, 
namely,  Ann  Simms,  who  was  feized  with 
it  before  the  froft  began,  and  Ann  Deufe, 
who  died  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  juft 
at  the  commencement  of  thaw.  The  attack 
of  the  cold  fit  was  lefs  violent,  and  the  fub- 
fequent  febrile  fymptoms  much  more  niild 
and  favorable.  The  pulfe*  was  neither  fo 
quick  or  weak,  nor  was  the  ficknefs  and 
vomiting  fo  great ; and  inftead  of  being 

A 

followed  as  ufual,  with  pains  in  the  bowels 
and  griping  bOious  ftools,  the  diarhoea  was 
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moderate ; the  pulfe  rofe  in  ftrength,  and  a 
warm  fweat  frequently  broke  out  all  over 
the  body.  Befides,  the  fecretion  of  milk 
was  feldom  interrupted,  but  continued  plen- 
tiful, which,  in  general,  may  be  looked 

upon  as  a favorable  fign  ; at  leaf!:,  it  fhews 

/ 

that  the  violence  of  difeafe,  in  fuch  cafes, 
is  not  fo  great  as  to  take  it  away. 

The  Hiftory  of  a difeafe  will  always  be  . 
moft  perfect , where  fq  little  has  been  done 
by  art,  that  the  operations  of  nature  remain 
free  and  undifturbed.  I fliall  therefore  de^^ 
fcribe  this  Acute  Fever  peculiar  to  women, 
after  delivery,  as  it  appeared  when  only  af- 
lifted  by  medicines  of  the  fimpleft  kind. 

When  the  quicknefs  of  pulfe  brought  on 
by  the  efforts  of  labor  does  not  afterwards 
foon  go  off,  it  denotes  fomething  amifs  in 
the  habit,  tending  to  kindle  up  fever,  which 
will  always  be  found  more  dangerous,  the 
fooner  it  invades  the  paHent. 

The  Child-bed  Fever  generally  commen- 
ced about  the  evening  of  the  fecond,  or  be- 
ginning 
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ginning  of  the  third  day  after  delivery,  with 
a rigor  or  fliivering  fit.  Sometimes  it  came 
on  fooner,  and,  though  rarely,  has  been 
known  to  appear  as  late  as  the  fifth  or 
fixth  day. 

In  many  womefi,  the  attack  was  hidden, 
without  any  apparent  caufe  or  preceding 
indifpofition  ; and  foon  followed  by  head- 
ache, reftleffnefs,  great  ficknefs  at  ftomach, 
and  bilious  vomitings. 

Some  had  a bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth, 
a naufea  and  univerfal  languor ; the  coun- 
tenance at  firfl  was  pale,  and  often  much 
altered,  with  a lifelefs,  dim  appearance  of 
the  eyes,  and  an  indolent  pain  over  their 
orbits.  Thefe  fymptoms  would  fometimes 
foretel  the  approaching  difeafe,  even  before 
any  coldnefs  or  fliivering  was  perceived; 
but  upon  the  whole,  they  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  anomalous,  for  in  general  a fliiver- 
ing  fit  preceded ; and  allcrwing  for  the  dif- 
ference of  age  and  habit  of  body,  there 
are,  perhaps,  few  difeafes  where  the  figns 
D 
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more  regularly  fucceeded  each  other>  or 
where  the  morbid  appearances  after  death, 
were  found  more  exactly  the  fame. 

Now  and  then,  this  Fever  feemed  to  be 
brought  on  by  taking  coldy  or  errors  in 
diet,  but  much  oftener  by  anxiety  of  mind ; 
and  therefore,  women  of  delicate  conftitu- 
tioDs,  very  fufceptible  and  continually  agi- 
tated by  hopes  and  fears,  are,  of  all  others, 
mofl  fubie(5l  to  it,  and  recover  with  the 
greateft  difficulty ; corifequently,  unmar-* 
ried  women,  for  obvious  reafons,  were  moft 
apt  to  be  feized  with  it. 

The  degree  of  cold  fit  was  very  different 
in  diifereat  women  ; in  fome,  it  would  laft 
near  an  hour,  and  was  fo  intenfely  violent 
as  to  fliake  the  body  like  an  ague ; others 
were  only  affected  with  a kind  of  thrilling 
feafalion,  or  temporary  chillnefs  on  the  fkin, 
W'iiich  foon  went  off  and  returned  by  irre- 
gular periods. 

When  the  fit  lafted  long  and  was  violent, 
I obferved  great  anxiety  and  oppreffion  at 

the 
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the  breaft,  attended  with  laborious  refpi- 
ration,  but  without  pain ; the  patient  was 
often  affefted  with  deep  fighing,  and  com-* 
plained  of  great  weight  at  the  heart. 

In  thofe  who  were  young  and  of  a ftrong 
habit,  altho’  the  rigor  wd.s  violent,  its  dura- 
tion was  fometimes  fhoit  ; and  when  the 
pulfe  rofe  in  ikength  and  fulnefs,  and  be- 
came lefs  frequent,  it  was  fucceeded  by  a 
better  Rate  of  countenance>  and  the  op- 
preffion  was  fooner  removed  from  the  pr^k-- 
cordia ; altho’  no  eruption  appeared  on  the 
breaft  or  body,  as  I at  firft  expedled,  till 
experience  taught  me  other  wife. 

In  fuch  cafes,  which  unfortunately  oc- 
curred but  feldotn,  an  univerfal  glow  was 
diffufed  over  the  whole  bodily  furface,  the 
jkin  became  rhore  florid,  and  a free  per- 
fpiration  came  on  with  manifeft  relief, 
altho’  it  was  not  always  lafting. 

On  the  contrary ; thofe  who  were  flightly 
attacked  in  the  beginnings  often  had  a return 
of  the  febrile  acceflion,  and  were  alter- 
D % nately 
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nately  hot  and  cold  throughout  the  day, 
efpecially  if  the  pulfe  did  not  rife,  but  con- 
tinued quick  and  weak.  In  fuch,  the 
fe'Tr  did  not  run  high ; the  tongue  being 
\^ery  little  altered  from  its  natural  Rate; 
fomea’mes  it  was  even  moift  and  foft,  and 
tne  third:  vefy  inconfiderable ; yet,  in 
the  end,  they  did  not  efcape  much  better 
than  others  where  it  was  more  violent. 

l^hofe  of  lax  fibres  and  of  an  irritable, 
hyfterical  habit,  were  ofteneft  thus  affedled  ; 
or  where  the  conftitution  was  much  weak- 
ened by  anxiety  of  mind,  or  a preceding 
bad  Rate  of  health. 

Sometimes  the  third:  was  great,  tho’  the 
tongue  had  generally  a better  appearance 
in  the  beginning  than  is  common  in  other 
fevers,  for  it  was  feldom  black  or  very  foul ; 
but  as  the  difeafe  advanced,  became  white 
and  dry,  with  an  increafe  of  third:,  and  at 
lad  was  harda  and  of  a brownifh  color  to- 
wards the  root,  where  it  was  coated  with 
ihfpidated,  yellowifh  mucus. 


That 
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That  perfpiration  which  proved  falutary, 
pverfpread  the  whole  body,  attended  with 
moifture  of  the  tongue 'and  fauces,  and 
alfo  with  abatement  of  thirft,  ficknefs, 
and  head-ache  ; but  on  the  contrary, ' where 
the  fweats  were  confined  to  the  breaft,  neck, 
and  face,  tho"  they  often  continued  to  the 
laft,  I never  could  obferve  the  lead:  mitiga^ 
tion  of  fymptoms;  fuch  partial  fweats 
being  the  effed:  of  weaknefs  and  febrile 
anxiety,  and  not  owing  to  any  critical  efforts 
of  nature. 

So  great  and  fudden  was  the  lofs  of 
ftrength,  that  very  few  of  the  patients  were 
able  to  turn  in  bed  without  affiftance,  even 
fo  early  as  the  firft  or  fecond  day  after  the 
attack  j and  moft  of  them  continued  help^ 
lef's  throughout  the  progrefs  of  difeafe. 

In  the  cold  fit,  the  pulfe  was  quick  and 
fmall,  and  the  pulfatipns  fo  feeble  and  inr- 
diftind,  that  fometimes  I was  hardlyi  able 
to  number  them  exadly.  When  the  hot 
fit  came  on,  tho’  it  was  then  more  full  and 
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diftind:,  it  ftill  remained  quick,  but  was 
feldom  hard  or  ftrong,  except  in  few  in- 
fiances,  where  the  patient  was  young  and 
plethoric.  In  general,  it  would  beat  from 
nhiety  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-feven  ftrokes 
in  a minute ; varying  by  turns  in  llrength 
and  frequency  from  the  lowefl  to  the  high- 
eft  of  thefe  numbers,  and  vice'verfuy  in 
proportion  to  the  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of 
the  habit,  and  violence  of  the  attack.  An 
excefs  or  defed  of  the  natural  fecretions, 
the  ftate  of  mind,  with  many  other  acci- 
dental caufes,  wxre  found  to  produce 
- great  alteration  in  the  pulfe,  both  in  refped 
' to  its  ftrength  and  quicknefs. 

The  fympathy  between  the  head  and* 
ftomach  is  fo  great,  that  it  is  fometimes 
difficult  to  diftinguiffi  which  of  them  is 
lirft  affeded  j but  in  this  difeafe,  the  head- 
ache generally  precedes  the  ficknefs  at  fto- 
mach ; where  the  laft  was  great,  the  pa- 
tient vomited  fpontaneoufly ; otherwife,  the 
naufea  continued  till  a purging  began,  and 

then 
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then  ufually  ceafed.  The  lafl:  was  always 
moft  violent  when  nothing  had  previoufly 
been  rejedled  by  vomit. 

It  is  here  neceflary,  to  diftinguifh  this 
febrile  head-ache,  from  that  which  very 
commonly  happens  at  the  coming  of  milk, 
when  the  body  is  coftive, ; the  firfl:  may  be 
effectually  taken  away  by  cathartic  clyfters 
and  laxatives. 

The  firfl:  attack  of  this  fever  is  fome- 
times  fo  violent,  that  in  many  refpe(ts, 
it  refembles  the  cholera  morbus  \ for  the 
pain,  ficknefs,  and  burning  heat  in  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  are  almoft  the  fame  ; 
and  bile,  in  great  profufion,  is  difcharg- 
ed  upwards  and  downwards ; tho’  in 
the  firft,  the  pulfe  is  more  quick  and 
weak. 

The  fluid  rejected  by  the  ftomach  was 
yellow  and  ropy,  and  feemed  to  be  a mix- 
ture of  bile  with  large  quantities  of  gaf- 
tric  mucus ; fometimes  it  was  green  and 
porraceous,  but  when  the  vomiting  con- 
tinued 
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tinued  till  an  advanced  ftate  of  the  difeafe, 
01  returned  towards  the  end  ; it  was  then 
watery  and  of  a blackijh  color. 

The  ficknefs  at  ftomach  was  always 
much  relieved  by  vomiting  ; but  w^hen  that 
abated,  a violent  purging  came  on,  with 
fevere  gripings  and  pain  in  the  bowels. 

The  vomiting  attending  this  fever, 
Ihould  always  be  diftinguifhed  from  that 
which  often  accompanies  a quick  labor 
from  violent  efforts  of  the  uterus ; the 
laff  is  not  billious,  and  foon  goes  off*  after 
delivery,  without  any  bad  confequence  or 
fubfequent  fever.  ^ 

hx  the  beginning  of  diarrhsea,  the 
ftools  were  yellow,  frothy,  and  mixed 
with  mucus ; fometimes  they  were'greenifh, 
but  towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  at 
which  time  they  often  became  involuntary, 
they  were  blackifh,  foetid,  and  more  dilute, 
refembling  the  color  of  mofs  water, 

I never  faw  this  fever  appear  with  any 
degree  of  violence,  but  it  was  always  at- 
tended 
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tended  with  an  obftinate  diarrhea ; many 
of  the  patients  had  eight  or  ten  evacu« 
ations  in  fix  or  eight  hours,  which  were 
followed  by  fhort  intervals  of  eafe  ; but 
neither  the  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  thirft,  nor 
any  of  the  febrile  fymptoms  were  in  the 
ieafi:  abated  by  the  difcharge,  altho’  it  was 
fo  frequent  and  profufe. 

In  fhort,  the  diarrhsea  was  evidently 
fympto?naticy  and  only  procured  a refpite 
from  pairt  by  evacuating  the  offending 
bile  : It  depended  fo  very  much  upon  the 
fever,  that  whenever  it  obftinately  con- 
tinued, the  diarrhaea  remained  unconquerr. 
able  j and  even  altho’  that  feemed  to  abate 
for  a time,  as  in  the  cafe  of  yuliana  Thomp^ 
fon^  it  often  came  on  again  with  violence, 
and  fo  continued  till  the  patient's  death, 
whenever  there  was  a return  of  the  febrile 
acceffion. 

Here,  the  diarrhaea  feemed  plainly,  to 
arife  from  the  effed:  of  fever,  which  in- 
creafes  irritability  of  all  the  abdominal 
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vifcera,  and  renders  them  more  liable  to 
pain  and  inflammation.  The  immoderate 
fecretion  of  bile,  was  alfo  manifeftly  the 
effed:,  and  not  the  caufe  of  fever : which 
from  its  acrimony  and  redundance  in- 
ereafed  the  purging,  by  ftimulating  the 
inteftines  to  expel  their  contents.  On  the 
contrary,  when  the  pulfe  abated  in  fre- 
quency^ and  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
fubfided ; the  purging  was  proportionally 
lefs,  and  even  when  it  continued  longer 
than  ufual,  it  was  not  then  attended  with 
the  fame  lofs  of  ftrength,  but  appeared 
limply  colliquative. 

About  the  fecond  day  after  the  cold  fit, 
the  patient  complained  much  of  pain  at 
the  pit  of  her  ftomach,  darting  down  to- 
wards the  navel,  and  fometimes  from 
thence  to  the  fhort  ribsi  and  fides  ; Now 
and  then,  as  the  difeafe  advanced,  fome 
had  acute  pain  under  the  fhoulder-blade, 
which  ftruck  obliquely  downwards  and 
forwards,  from  the  thorax  to  the  ftomach  ; 

thefe 
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thefe  pains  were  always  moft  violent  and 
intolerable  during  infpiration,  which  be- 
came interrupted  and  defultory,  or  in 
thefe  other  words,  they  breathed  with 
difficulty  and  as  it  wxre  by  jirks.  Some 
had  a,  cough,  which  generally  was  moft 
troublefome  in  decline  of  the  difeafe. 

In  feveral,  the  belly  began  to  fwell 
about  the  third  or  fourth  day,  from  com- 
mencement of  the  fever,  and  became  ex- 
tremely tenfe  and  prominent,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  yuliana  T^hompfon  and  Margaret  Walker ^ 
both  of  whom  died.  Whenever  this  fwell- 
ing  came  on  whilft  the  purging  continued, 
and  efpecially  if  it  clofely  followed  the 
pain,  extending  from  the  ftomach  to  the 
navel ; as  far  as  I had  an  opportunity  to 
obferve,  it  was  always  a mortal  Jign  3 fojr 
not  one  of  them  recovered  who  were  thus  . 
affedled. 

This  morbid  enlargement  and  tenfion 
of  the  abdomen  fupervening  the  pain  at 
umbilical  region,  ftiould,  however,  be  dif- 
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tinguiflied  from  accidental  fwelling  of 
the  belly  from  confinement  of  air  in  the 
inteftines,  which  fometimes  happens  by  a 
fudden  ceflation  of  the  purging,  and 
w^hich  will  foon  go  off  without  danger 
by  the  ufe  of  laxative  medicines.  ■ 

About  this  period  of  difeafe,  the 
patient  had  a wildy  dijlrejjedy  eagar  coun^ 
tenancey  and  trembling  hand;  a fixed 
crimfon  color  appeared  in  her  cheeks ; her 
lips  were  of  a livid  huey  and  her  nojlrils 
tenfe  and  expanded.  When  thefe  fymptoms 
prevailed  with  violence,  neither  art  nor 
nature  were  fufficient  to  procure  relief. 

Lochia  from  ftf  to  lajly  were  not  ob~ 
fruBedy  nor  deficient  in  qua^nityy  neither 
did  the  quality  of  this  difcharge  feem  to 
be  in  the  lead:  altered  from  its  natural, 
flate ; a prefumption  that  the  uterus  was 
not  at  all  affedled.  Of  this  circumflance 
I was  convinced,  by  making  confiderable 
prelfure  above  the  pubes  with  my  hand, 
which  did  not  occafion  pain ; but  when 

the 


CHILD-BED  FEVER.  53 

the  fame  degree  of  prelfure  was  applied 
higher,  between  the  ftomach  and  unbiji^ 
cal  region, ' it  became  intolerable. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  uterus  is  not 
originally  affethd,  fo  as  to  produce  this 
fever,  neither  does  it  ufuallj  fuffer  by  fym- 
pathy,  in  proportion  with  the  other  parts, 
as  will  be  more  evidently  fhewn  hereafter. 

T!he  fecretion  of  Milk  was  generally  in-^ 
terrupted  by  attack  of  the  cold  fit,  and 
fometimes  it  was  almoft  taken  away  i at 
other  times  it  continued  in  a moderate 
degree  for  feveral  days  after,  even  ’till 
within  a fhort  time  of  the  patient’s  death. 

A flight  chillnefs  ufually  precedes 
the  coming  of  milk,  which  is  often  mif« 
taken  for  that  morbid  fhivering  with 
which  this  fever  commences ; but  with  a 
little  care,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  difHn- 
guifh  the  one  from  the  other ; for,  the 
firfl:  happens  before  the  milk  is  collected, 
and  is  ufually  followed  by  a plentiful*  flow" 
of  it;  but  the  laft,  generall  comes  on 

after 
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after  a fecretion  of  that  fluid  is  begunV 
which  not  unfrequently  afterwards  carries 
it  off.  From  miftakes  of  this  kind,  I hav0 
fometimes  been  called  in  where  there  was 
no  occafion  f for  when  the  difeafe  was  rife,i 
and  many  died,  the  leafl:  appearance  of  it 
was  very  alarming  to  child-bed  women^ 
and  thofe  about  them.  Indeed,  when  a 
flight  degree  of  this  morbid  ftiivering 
comes  on  exactly  at  the  time  of  milk-*- 
fever,  a very  good  judge  might  then  be 
miffaken;  but  a due  attention  to  the  na-* 
ture  and  violence  of  the  fy mp  toms  which 
fpeedily  follow,  will  foon  fet  him  rights 

Now  and  then  there  was  a little  diffi- 
culty in  paffing  urine,  but  this  was 
merely  an  accidental  fymptom,  and  not  ' 
peculiar  to  the  difeafe  ; for  it  often  hap- 
pens after  laborious  cafes,  where  the  neck 
of  the  bladder  is  flightly  injured. 

The  urine  was  fmaller  in  quantity  than 
ufuaf;  when  cold,  it  was  generally  red- 
difh  and  high  coloured  at  the  beginning  of 

the 
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the  difeafe,  and  often  without  the  leaft 
reparation  or  fediment ; but  as  it  advanced, 
there  was  fometimes  a whitifh  cloud  in  it, 
which  floated  near  the  furface,  and  when 
more  crude  and  denfe,  funk  towards  the 
bottom.  It  was  alfo  now  and  then  of  a 
whey-color,  with  a whitifli  oily  pellicle 
on  the  top,  and  when  it  depofited  fediment, 
it  was  generally  chalky  and  not  lateritious. 
But  the  appearance  of  urine  Was  continually 
varying,  and  afforded  very  little  informa- 
tion in  the  cure ; for  in  fome  of  thofe 
where  the  fediment  was  copious,  though 
the  bark  was  immediately  adminiflered, 
the  fever  returned  and  the  patient  died. 

They  had  very  little  appetite  for  food,  and 
no  profound,  natural  reft ; their  flumbers 
broken,  being  difturbed  by  frequent  moan- 
ing and  ftartings;  when  they  waked  they 
feem’d  confufed,  and  not  in  the  leafl:  refrefh- 
ed;  they  generally  flept  with  the  mouth 
open,  and  their  eyes  were  only  half  clofed. 
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A perfed:  crijis  feldom  happened  in  this 
fever;  it  takes  Tueh  fevde  hold  of  the' 
conffitution  at  its  firft  attack,  that  the  vital 
powers  languifh,  and  are  unable  to‘  pro^ 
duce  that  falutary  event/  The  fuppuration 
of  the  omentum  may,  indeed,  be  looked 
upon  as  a critical  abfcefs,  though  of  the 
unfavourable  kind  • it  feems  to  be  an  un-* 
fucefsful  endeavour  of  nature  to  free  her- 
felf  from  the  morbid  caufe ; but,  wanting 
fuflScient  flrength  to  throw  it  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  it  falls  upon  the  interior 
parts  elfential  to  life,  and  therefore  una- 
voidable becomes  uTior  tab 

Sometimes  there  was  a manifeft  remif- 
fion  of  the  fymptoms,  but  where  that  was 
not  attended  with  univerfal  fweat  or  co- 
pious difcharge  of  turbid  urine,  it  was  fel- 
dom lafting ; in  fhort,  when  the  fecretions 
are  only  partially  promoted,  the  crifis  is  im- 
perfed,  and  the  patient  is  fubjed  to  relapfe. 

Some  of  thofe  who  furvived,  recovered 
very  flowly,  and  were  affeded  with  wan- 
dering 
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dering  pains  and  paralytic  numbnefs  of  the 
limbs,  like  that  of  chronic  rheumatifm. 
Some  had  critical  abfceffes  in  the  mufcular 
parts  of  the  body,  which  were  a long  time 
in  coming  to  fappuration,  and  when  broke, 
difcharged  fanious  ichor ; as  in  the  cafe  of 
Elizabeth  Walters.  Others  were  affedled  by 
a flow  remitting  fever,  with  great  lofs  of 
flrength  and  dejedion  of  fpirits ; and  feve- 
ral  were  fo  helplefs  and  enervated,  that  they 
had  involuntary  ftools  a confiderable  time 
after  the  dangerous  fymptoms  were  over. 

When  the  difeafe  proved  mortal,  the  pa- 
tient generally  died  on  the  i oth  or  eleventh 
day  from  the  attack  : The  longefl;  I have 
known  any  one  furvive,  was  Juliana 
JChompfon  who  lived  fifteen  days  ; and  the 
fhortefl;  time  of  being  cut  off,  was  in  the 
cafe  of  Harriot  Truman,  who  lived  only 
five  days.  Moft  of  them  had  the  clear  and 
diftin<5l  ufe  of  their  fenfes  to  the  laft,  and 
generally  expired  calmly,  without  any  ap- 
parent agony  or  convulfive  ftruggle. 
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As  they  were  more  and  more  exhauft- 
ed,  and  within  a few  hours  of  death  ; the 
pulfe  became  exceedingly  quick,  and  weak, 
and  at  laft  was  infenfibly  loft  in  a tre- 
mulous flutter. 

Many  authors,  particularly  Van  Szmetcnj 
and  Levrety  fuppofed  this  fever  was  occa- 
fioned  by  mctajlajisy  from  morbid  tranfla-^ 
tion  of  corrupted  milk,  or  putrid  obftrucfted 
lochia,  to  the  brain,  or  contents  of  the 
thorax  and  abdomen;  which  there  produced 
fuch  difeafes  as  were  peculiar  to  thofe  parts, 
viz.  head-ache,  vertigo  and  delirium  in  the 
firft  ; and  in  the  two  laft,  inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  or  pleura;  naufea  and  vomitings, 
with  diarrhaea  and  pain  in  the  bowels. 
Others  again  with  Hofftnany  imagine  that 
it  arifes  chiefly  from  inflammation  of  the 
uterus, 

Thefe  have  generally  been  aflented  to,  as 
the  moft  probable  caufes  hitherto  afligned, 
but  it  will  appear  from  the  following  obfer- 
vations,  they  are  exceptionable  and  in- 

ad- 
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adequate  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  not 
all  confiftent  with  the  true  nature  of  the 
ciifeafe. 

To  quote  a multitude  of  authors  for  no  ‘ 
other  reafon  than  fhewing  their  errors, 
would  not  only  be  ufelefs  but  invidious  : I 
fhall  therefore  only  confider  the  docftrine  of 
thofe  refpedlable  modern  writers  already 
mentioned  j and  the  more  particularly,  as 
their  opinions  have  long  and  principally  pre- 
vailed, and  in  a manner  fuperceded  all  the 
reft. 

That  the  feveral  circumftances  which 
relate  to  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe  may 
become  more  apparent ; it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  confider  when,  and  in  wLat  man- 
ner, milk  is  ftrained  off  in  the  breafts, 
what  are  its  qualities  when  pure,  or  vitiated ; 
and  alfo  to  attend  to  the  nature  of  the  locbial 
difc  barge. 

About  the  third  day  after  delivery,  the 
patient  is  reftlefs,  and  complains  of  a cold, 
thrilling  fenfation  towards  her  back  and 
E 2;  ^ loins. 
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loins,  fucceeded  by  feverifh  heat;  the  face  \ 
becomes  florid,  the  pulfe  more  full  and  fre- 
quent, and  at  laftthe  breafts  begin  to  throb 
and  enlarge,  by  what  is  ufually  called  the 
coming  of  milk.  This  'flight  commotion 
or  milk  fever,  which  feems  to  arife  from  a 
change  of  circulation,  is  generally  termi- 
nated in  the  fpace  of  twenty  four  hours,  by 
a warm,  critical  fweat ; or  if  the  milk  is  fud- 
denly  repelled,  ‘by  a diarrhaea,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  febrile  fymptoms 
gradually  go  off*. 

Van  Swieten  fuppofes,  that  this  fever  is 
alfo  partly  owing  to  abforption  of  lochiuy 
which  about  this  time  becomes  purulent. 

Where  milk  thus  fecreted  is  not  vitiated 
by  feverifh  heat  of  the  body,  or  corrupted 
by  remaining  too  long  in  the  breafts,  it  may 
be  abforbed  and  taken  into  the  blood  with- 
out any  bad  confequence  ; for  milk  being 
nothing  but  chyle  exalted  and  rendered  finer 
by  palling  through  the  lactiferous  glands, 
and  being  the  proper  nourifhment  of  all 
, animals. 
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animals,  it  will  eafily  mix  with,  and  be 
affimilated  into  blood ; and  fince  every  wo- 
man after  delivery  cannot  fuckle  her  child  j 
nature  has  fo  formed  thofe  organs  as  to  dif- 
pofe  of  milk  in  this  manner,  when  pure, 
without  injury  to  the  conftitution. 

If  ever,  therefore,  the  Child-bed  Fever  is 
occafioned  by  a reflux  of  milk,  that  can  only 
happen  after  it  has  been  deprived  of  its 
balmy  quality,  by  too  great  a degree  of 
animal  heat,  or  llagnating  too  long  in  its 
veflels  : Whereas,  this  difeafe  is  fometimes 
fo  fuddenly  produced,  and  attended  with 
fuch  remarkable  and  inflantaneous  lofs  of 
ifrength,  as  appears  by  a hiftory  of  the 
fymptoms,  that  there  is  great  reafon  to 
believe  its  firfl:  impreflion  is  made  upon  the 
nerves,  or  vital  powers  of  the  body ; be- 
fore there  is  fufficient  time  for  the 
fecretion  of  rnilk,  or  any  morbid  change 
of  that  fluid. 

Levret  obferves,  that  this  tranflation  of 
milky  matter  ufualy  happens,  about  a fort- 
E 3 night 
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night  after  the  difappearance  of  milk  * ; and 
Van  Swieten  afferts,  that  experience  con- 
firms this  obfervation  -f-.  But  could  it  only 
be  fatisfadlorily  proved,  that  fuch  tranfla- 
tion  of  vitiated  milk  never  happened  ear- 
lier than  the  time  they  have  mentioned ; 
it  would  then  fufficiently  refute  the  opinion 
of  thofe,  whofuppofe  it  the  principal  caufe 
of  the  difeafe  in  queftion ; fince  I believe, 
no  infiance  can  be  produced  where  it  came 
on  fo  late  as  the  fourteenth  day  \ for  not- 
withfianding  what  Hippocrates  mentions 
concerning  the  wife  of  Pilinus,  who  was 
feized  with  rigor  on  the  fourteenth  day  after 
delivery,  followed  with,  obfiruft ion  oi lochia ; 
her  cafe  does  not  appear  to  have  been  at  all 
fimilartothat  under  confideration';  a rigor 
being  common  to  other  fevers  as  well  as 
that  peculiar  to  Child-bed  women,  and  the 
lochia  not  being  obfirudted  in  puerperal 
fever.  ' 

It 


* L’art  des  Accouch.  p.  150. 

+ Van  Swieten^  Commentar.  in  Her.  Boevhaav  Aplior. 
Vol.  iv,  p.  610, 
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It  cannot  be  doubted  but  7nilk^  may  be- 
come depraved  by  various  caufes.  Eating 
or  drinking  things  improper,  expofmg 
the  body  to  cold  air,  the  exceffes  of 
anger  or  fear,  will  often  difturb  this  fecre- 
tion,  and  occafion  milk  to  ftagnate  too  long 
in  the  breafts ; hence  its  natural  qualities 
may  be  changed,  fo  as  to  render  it  perni« 
cious ; and  confequently,  if  it  fliould  be  re- 
alTumed  into  the  mafs  of  blood  in  this 
vitiated  ftate,  it  will  diforder  the  body,  and 
create  fever,  which,  however,  in  general,  is 
foon  carried  off  by  fome  critical  evacuation, 
as  diarhceay  or  miliary  eruption.  But  being 
too  long  retained  in  the  ladliferous  duc5ls,  it 
much  oftner  brings  on  abfcefs  of  thebreafl 
itfelf.  Such  fever,  therefore,  is  veryeffen- 
tially  different  from  Child-bed  Fever ; the 
firft  being  infinitely  more  mild  in  its  fymp- 
toms,  and  for  the  moft  part  void  of  danger, 
fori  never  yet  knew  one  die  in  confequence 
of  it. 

E 4 


Levrcf 


64 


HISTORY  OF 


Levret  alfo  has  obferved,  that  where  the 
milk  fuddenly  difappeared  at  the  beginning 
of  difeafe,  and  afterwards  foon  returned,  ^ 
the  patient  was  relieved.  But,  w'henever 
this  circumftance  happens  with  mitigation  of 
the  fymptoms,  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe 
it  is  owing  to  a ceffation  of  the  febrile  caufe 
which  no  longer  interrupts  the  fecretion  of 
that  fluid,  and  which,  therefore  will  na- 
turally return. 

When  the  breafts  fubfide,  and  milk  gra- 
dually goes  off*,  OF  is  fuddenly  repelled,  in 
, , thofe  who  do  not  intend  to  fuckle ; the 
lothial  dif charge  may  be  obferved  to  increafe 
and  become  more  frefli  and  fanguineous ; 
and  alfo  continues  longer  than  in  thofe 
who  do.  It  therefore  appears,  that  at  this 
time,  a plethora  prevails  in  the  conftitu- 
tion,  whith  may  fall  upon  the  interior 
veflels,  when  the  milk  does  not  freely  pafs 
through  the  glands  of  the  breafts;  'or 
even  fhould  no  milk  be  ftrained  off,  the 
•want  of  it  will  difpofe  the  habit  to  a pletho- 
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ricftate.  For  this  reafon,  women  who  do 
not  fuckle,  are  vifited  with  a return  of 
menfes,  even  fometimes  fo  early  as  the 
fifth  week  after  delivery  j whereas,  in  thofe 
who  give  fuck,  they  are  naturally,  wanting 
for  feveral  months.  * 

Hence  alfo  it  ismanifeft,  that  the  female 
organs,  after  a certain  age,  are  fo  difpofed  as 
to  prepare  a larger  quantity  of  blood  than  is 
neceflTary  for  the  fupport  and  nouriftiment  of 
the  woman’s  body,  which  in  the  time  of 
uterine  geftation,  is  confumed  by  the  foetus, 
and  after  delivery,  by  the  child  at  the  bread:; 
but  that  this  redundant  quantity  might  not 
incommode  the  conftitution,  when  .fhe  is 
not  pregnant;  provident  nature  has  ordered 
it  to  pafs  off  by  the  veifels  of  the  pteriiS;). 
every  month. 

Milk  indeed,  is  not  drained  off  from  the 
blood ; but,  as  the  feparation  of  that  fluid 
deprives  the  woman’s  body  of  fo  much  chyle ^ 
which  would  otherwife  be  converted  into 

blood  I 
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blood ; the  confequence,  in  refpecl  to  her 
■general  habit, ^ or  fullnefs  of  the  velTels, 
will  be  precifely  the  fame. 

Prefuming,  therefore,  that  fuckling  after 
delivery,' wouldlelfen  the  tendency  toinflam- 
m.ation  and  fever,  by  diminifliing  the  fulnefs 
of  the  uterine  veffels,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
the  contiguous  vifcera ; an  order,  which  had 
formerly  been  made  by  the  governors  of  the 
Wejlminjler  Lying-in  HofpitaU^  .i^t  my  re- 
quell:, that  every  patient  during  her  ftay  in 
the  houfe,  fliould  fuckle  her  child,  was  at 
this  time,  more  particularly  inlifted  upon. 
For  if  the  difeafe  was  occalioned  bv  tran- 
Ration  of  milk  to  the  interior  parts;  it 
would  then  follow,  that  women  who  had 
plenty  of  that  fluid,  and  in  whom  it  was 
iileely  difcharged  by  fuckling,  would  of  all 
others,  be  the  leaf!:  fubjed:  to  it ; but  even 
this  caution  was  infufflcient  to  fecure  them 
from  the  fever  ; for  many  who  had  plenty 
of  milk,  and  fuckled  their  infants,  were 
alfo  invaded  by  it. 


But 
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But  to  come  to  Pra£lical fa£is : In  many 
women,  there  was  a plentiful  fecretion  of 
milk,  which  continued  till  the  fever  was 
confiderably  advanced,  and  fometimes  it 
lafted  ’till  within  a day  or  two  of  their 
death ; in  fome  few,  where  the  milk  was 
either  fmall  in  quantity,  or  totally  deficient, 
no  fuch  fever  appeared  ; and  in  thofe  cafes 
where  it  did,  it  generally  came  on  before 
there  was  any  want  of  milk ; which  there- 
fore, was  evidently  the  effeSly  and  not  the 
caufe  of  Child-bed  Fever. 

Befides ; if  this  fever  was  owing  to  a 
tranflation  of  milk  from  the  breafts,  it 
would  alfo  frequently  happen  to  women 
who  wean  their  children  at  the  end  of  feven 
or  eight  months,  which  is  contrary  to  all  ex- 
perience. The  cafe  mentioned  by  Va?iSwie- 
ten,  of  fuch  morbid  abforption  of  that 
fluid,  in  a woman  a whole  year  after  de- 
livery, in  whofe  pelvis,  milky  matter  was 
found,  only  proves  w hat  polTibly  may,  and 
not  whatufually  happens. 
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Indeed,  from  the  mod;  careful  examination 
of  the  morbid  appearances,  in  the  feveral 
bodies  which  were  opened,  I have  the 
greateft  reafon  to  believe,  that  what  -has 
ufually  been  taken  for  coagulated  milk,  lying 
on  the  furface  of  the  inteftines,  is  nothing 
but  pure  matter ; owing  to  fuppuration 
of  the  ofnentum,  and  therefore  of  a peculiar 
kind ; having  a more  white,’  denfe  and 
curd-like  appearance,  than  that  of  common 
matter.  As  to  what  is  ferum  laElis, 
it  feems  to  be  only  a purulent  whey-co- 
lored fluid  collected  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomc7i,  by  morbid  tranfudatio?7  from  the 
inflamed  vifccra ; or  lymph  become  putrid 
by  ftagnating  too  long  there,  from  a defecSl 
of  abforbing  power  in  the  lymphatic  veiTels. 

The  next  principal  caufe  afTigned  for  the 
production  of  this  fever,  is  objlrudlion  of 
lochia,  and  a morbid  t'ranflation  of  that  fluid 
to  the  internal  parts. 

Due  attention  to  the  nature  of  that  dif- 
charge  from  the  uterus  called  lochia,  which 

is 
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is  the  natural  confequence  of  delivery,  will 
be  moft  likely  to  difcover  whether  it  can 
/ have  any  fliare  in  producing  this  fever  or 
not. 

Soon  as  a child  is  born,  the  placeijta 
which,  during  pregnancy,  ferved  as  a me- 

f 

dium  of  intercourfe  between  the  mother  and 
it,  then  becomes  a lifelefs  mafs  without  cir- 
culation or  further  ufe  j and  therefore  is 
afterwards  expelled  by  the  gradual  contrac- 
tion of  the  womb.  As  the  feparation  of 
this  vafcular  cake  from  the is  obferved 
to  be  more  eafy  at  the  end  of  nine  months, 
than  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  birth  is  pre- 
mature j this  animal  procefs  may  with  rea- 
fon  be  fuppofed  analogous  to  the  dropping 
off  of  ripe  fruit  from  a tree. 

T\\c  lochia  therefore, is  nothing  more  than 
fimple  difcharge  from  all  thofe  veffels 
which  are  torn  afunder  by  a feparation  of 
the  placenta  from  the  womb,  and  does  not 
naturally  partake  of  any  fanious  or  malignant 
quality,  as  generally  fuppofed ; for  all  the 


circum- 
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circumftances  attending  it,  exaftly  corref- 
pond  with  what  is  obferved  to  happen  after  ' 
receiving  a frefh  wound  in  any  part  of  the 
body ; confequently,  pure  blood  will  firft 
efcape  from  thofe  ruptured  velTels,  and  af- 
terwards a more  dilute  and  colorlefs  fluid, 
like  ferum.  About  the  third  or  fourth 
day  the  difchrrge  generally  becomes  flightly 
purulent,  the  uterus  contrails,  and  returns 
to  its  unimpregnated  ftate,  the  orifices  of 
the  feveral  veflels  are  gradually  clofed,  and 
the  lochia  totally  ceafe. 

Dr.  Hunter^  by  whofe  refearches,  anato-» 
mical  knowledge  has  been  much  im- 
proved, was  the  firfl:  who  difcovered  that 
the  exterior  membrane  of  the  bag  contain- 
ing the  child,  called  falfe  chorion,  is  derived 
from  the  uterus  j and  as  it  falls  off  from 
thence' like  a kind  of  exuvice  or  flough,  at 
each  fucceeding  birth,  he  gives  it  the  name 
of  me7nbrana  decidua. 

By  means  of  lochial  difcharge,  the  inter- 
nal furface  of  uterus  is  freed  from  the 
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putrid  remains  of  falfe  chorion,  which  dif- 
folves  and  comes  away  in  a fluid  ftate  ; and 
flnce  there  is  nothing  in  its  quality  but 
what  is  common  to  the  digeftion  of  a frefh 
wound;  it  is  not  rational  to  fuppofe  it  can 
produce  fever  fo  deftrudiive  to  child-bear- 
ing/iwomen,  even  allowing  it  to  be  ob^ 
ftrudled. 

I have  often  obferved  the  lochia  fmall  in 
quantity,  and  at  other  times  redundant, 
without  any  bad  confequence  : This  feems 
chiefly  to  depend  upon  the  diflFerence  of 
habit  in  different  women,  and  a laxortenfe 
fllte  of  the  uterine  fibres  ; fo  that  the  indi- 
cation of  danger  is  not  to  be  taken  from  the 
quantity  of  difcharge,  but  the  fymp- 
toms  attending  it ; and  where  there  is  no 
pain,  inflammation,  or  fever,  in  the  firfl: 
cafe,  or  lofs  of  ffrength  in  the  lafl: ; it 
would  be  highly  improper  to  give  medicines 
either  to  promote  or  reflrain  it. 

Befides  this  error  of  diredling  remedies 
\vhere  none  are  neceflary  ; there  is  another  • 

fo 
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fo  prevailing  in  pradice,  and  fo  pernicious 
in  itfelf,  that  it  deferves  to  be  remarked,  viz. 
that  of  giving  emmenagogtie  on  uterine  me- 
dicines, as  they  are  call’d,  to  promote  the 
lochia  j for,  thofe  being  chiefly  of  the  heat- 
ing kind,  as  aloes  and  pulv.  e inyrrh.  c.  or 
fuch  as  adl  by  their  powerful  effluvia, 
as  ajfafcetid.  cajlor^  and  the  like,  are  fo  far 
from  being  proper,  even  where  obftrudlion 
prevails,  that  they  are  manifeftly  injurious, 
and  would  be  as  dangerous  to  the  patient, 
under  fuch  circumfliances,  as  forcing  medi- 
cines given  in  nephritic  cafes,  during  the 
height  of  pain  and  inflammation.  In 
Ihort,  all  irritating  medicines  are  improper, 
in  every  painful  or  inflammatory  affeftion 
of  the  uterus y and  are  therefore  to  be  re^ 
jedled  j gentle  evacuations,  plentiful  dilu- 
tion, and  cooling  regimen,  being  the  reme- 
dies on  which  we  are  to  depend 

When  the  lochial  difcharge  becomes  foe- 
tid, it  has  generally  been  looked  upon  as  a 
dangerous  fign  ; but  as  I have  obferved  it 

happen 
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happen  without  any  bad  confequence,  I am 
inclined  to  think  it  rather  owing  to  the  ad- 
miflion  of  air,  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
and  the  corruption  of  grumous  blood  con- 
tained there,  than  to  any  putrid  difpofition 
in  the  habit  of  body  ; However,  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  right  to  promote  the  difcharge 
of  fuch  confined  fordes,  foon  as  poffible ; 
which  may  be  effectually  done,  by  the  gen- 
tle, alternate  preffure  of  the  hand  applied  ot 
the  region  of  the  uterus y according  to  the 
method  laid  down  by  Dujfej^ 

Ruyfch  fuppofed  that  the  fluid  found  in 
the  abdomen^  like  the  wafhings  of  flefli, 
or  corrupted was  fqueezed  from  the 
uterus y through  the  Fallopian  tubes ; f but 
in  all  thofe  bodies  who  were  opened,  I 
never  faw  the  leafl:  quantity  of  fuch  fluid 
in  the  uterusy  nor  could  obferve  any  thing 
to  favor  fo  improbable^a  conjuncture. 

F When 

’^Acad.  des  Science^  I’an.  1724,  hict.  p.  51, 
f Obfervat,  Anoloin,  No.  84.  p,  79. 
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When  the  uterus  laid  open,  it  had, 
indeed,  at  firft  view,  the  appearance  of  a 
part  difpofed  to  become  gangrenous 
this  was  only  owing  to  a confiderable  quan-^ 
tity  of  membrana  decidua  or  falfe  chorion 
adhering  to  its  internal  furface ; for  when 
I had  wiped  away  this  mortified  llough  with 
a wet  fpunge,  it  was  perfectly  found  and  in 
its  natural  ftate.  In  the  cafe  of  Ann  Simms 
the  os  uteri  was  fomew'hat  livid  and  black, 
but  -her  labor  having  been  difficult,  that 
was  probably  owing  to  the  violence  fuftained, 
and  not  to  any  tendency  in  the  difeafe  itfelf 
to  produce  fuch  effedt  j for,  notwithfland- 
ing  difcoloration  of  the  part,  it  did  not  ma- 
nifefl:  the  leaft  degree  of  putrid  diflblution, 
but  preferved  its  cohefion  and  natural  firm- 
nefs.  Caution  is  therefore  necelfary,  not 
to  regard  appearances  as  morbid,  which 
arife  from  accidental  caiifes,  or  fuch  as  are 
ftrivftly  natural. 

Fever  brought  on  by  infiammation  of  the 
uterus,  has  often  been  confounded  with 

Child. 
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Child-Bed  Fever:  but  thofe  difeafes  are 

very  effentially  different,  although  they 
both  require  the  fame  method  of  treatment. 

Wheri  the  uterus  is  inflamed,  it  fome- 
times  becomes  gangrenous ; the  head  is 
affed:ed  With  pain,  delirium  ufually  attends 
this  fever,  an-d'the  uterine  region  is  fo  exqui- 
fitely  fenfible,  as  to  render  the  gentleft 
preffure  intolerable  : But  on  the  contrary, 

in  Child- Bed  Fever,  the  head  is  rfot  dif- 
ordered,  the  uterus  is  feldom  affefted  with 
pain,  inflammation,  or  gangrene,  nor  doth 
delirium  ufually  attend. 

Betides  thefe  general  flgns  of  inflamed 
uterus^  there  are  others  more  fully  men- 
tioned by  Mtius  than  any  ~ other  writer, 
which  particularly  point  out  the  afieded 
parts.  V/hen  the  fimdus  uteri  is  inflamed, 
there  is  great  heat,  throbbing,  and  pain 
above  the  pubes*,  if  its  poflerior  part,  the 
pain  is  more  confined  to  the  loins  and 
redimy  with  tenefmus  ; if  its  anterior  part, 
it  flioots  from  thence  towards  the  neck  of 
F 2 the 
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the  bladder,  and  is  attended  with  frequent 
irritation  to  make  water,  which  is  voided 
With  difficulty  j and  if  its  Iides  or  ovu- 
rid  are  affedted,  the  pains  will  then  dart  to 
infide  of  the  thighs. 

i Inflammation  of  the  uterus y which  often 
arifes  from  a greater  degree  of  violence  ap- 
plied to  this  part  than  its  natural  ftrudlure 
can  bear,  will  generally  bring  on  obftrudlion 
of  lochia;  and  on  the  contrary,  obflruc- 
tion  of  lochia  may  produce  inflammation  of 
uterus-,  but  although  fuch  local  affec- 
tion may  create  fever ; it  feldom  proves 
mortal,  without  the  inflammation  is  vi- 
olent, and  terminates  in  gangrene.  In  the 
firR  cafe,  the  orifices  of  velfels  opening 
into  its  cavity,  are  fhut  up,  confequently 
the  difcharge  will  be  obftrudled,  and  not 
return  till  the  tenfion  is  removed  by  bleeding, 
laxatives,  and  plentiful  dilution  in  the  laft, 
they  are  fuppofed  to  be  obflrudled,  and 
therefore,  opiates,  the  warm  bath,  with 
emollient  clyfters  will  be  moft  likely  to 
afford  relief. 


SECTION. 
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SECTION.  II. 

Pr^Bical  Obfervations  and  Inferences  arifng 
from  the  Hi/lory  of  Difiafe,  with  the  Methods 
mof  conducive  to  its  Cure. 

*T^HE  fudden  change  produced  in  the  ha- 
bit, by  the  efFedl  of  delivery,  and  that 
alteration  in  the  courfe  of  blood,  which 
necelTarily  happens  from  contradlion  of  the 
uterus y feem  to  be  the  principal  reafons 
why  the  abdominal  vifccra,  are  at  this  time, 
fo  liable  to  infla7nmation. 

When  preffure  of  the  gravid  uterus  is 
fuddenly  taken  off  from  the  aorta  defce?i^ 
densy  after  delivery  j refiftance  to  the  im- 
pulfe  of  blood  paffing  through  all  the  veffels 
derived  from  it,  and  dellributed  to  the  con- 
tiguous vifcera,  will  be  confiderably  leflened; 
it  will  therefore  rufli  into  thofe  veflels  with 
a fuperior  force,  and  by  putting  them  vi- 
olently on  the  ftretch,  will  occafion  pain, 
inflammation  and  fever  ; particularly  in  the 

F3 
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omentum  and  intejlinesy  where  they  are  nu~ 
merous  and  moft  yielding  ; and  this  is  more 
probable,  becaufe  thofe  arteries,  before 
they  enter  the  vifeera,  are  diverted  of  their 
ftrong,  external  coat. 

That  fuch  change  of  eirculation  actually 
happens  is  manifert  from  thofe  faintingSt 
which  fometimes  follow  rtidden  delivery  ; 
for,  when  the  long  coritinued  preflure  of 
the  uterus  is  removed,  the  blood  by  gufli- 
ing  into  the  inferior  vertels,  will  for  a time, 
deprive  the  heart  and  brain  of  their  ufual 
quantity. 

This  contradtion  of  the  womb,  alfo  ren- 
ders its  vertels  impervious  to  that  blood, 
which  before  parted  freely  through  thern 
for  the  fervice  of  the  child  during  pregnan- 
cy ; " and  confequently  a much  larger  quan- 
tity will  be  thrown  upon  the  contiguous 
parts,  which  will  rtill  add  to  their  dirten- 
tion,  and  increafe  their  tendency  to  in- 
flammation; more  particularly  as  the  womb 
is  abundantly  fupplied  with  blood, ' and 
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receives  a greater  quantity  of  veflels  in 
proportion  to  its  bulk,  than  other  parts  of 
,the  body. 

The  imrnoderate  fecretion  of  biky  which 
commences  about  this  time,  in*  Child-Bed 
Fever,  moft  probably  arifes  from  the  fame 
caufe;  for,  as  the  vena  portce  vent  rails  y 
which  brings  blood  to  the  liver,  is  rooted 
in  the  mteftines,  it  will  neceflarily  receive 
from  thence  a larger  fupply  than  before ; 
hence  a more  copious  fecretion,  as  it  is 
univerfally  allowed,  that  the  quantity  of 
fluid  ftrained  off  in  any  gland,  will  always 
be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  and  velocity 
of  blood  palling  through  it.  * 

It  therefore  appears,  that  although  this 
fever  is  attended  with  preturnatural  fecre- 
tion of  bile,  it  ought  not  to  be  conjidered  as 
one  of  the  bilious  kind ; for  the  great  re^ 
dundancy  of  that  fluid  feems  truly  /ymp^^ 
tomaticy  like  that  occafioned  by  pain  and 
fpafm  in  the  nephritic  colic,  or  other  pain^' 
fill  affections  of  the  abdominal  vifcera. 

At 
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At  the  attack  of  this  fever,  the  cutaneous 
veffels,  during  the  cold  fit,  are  exceedingly 
conftridted,  as  is  evident  from  the  palenefs 
of  the  fkin ; and  from  this  caufe  alfo,  a 
greater  quantity  of  blood  is  driven  to  the 
internal  veffels,  which  will  further  increafe 
the  quantity  of  redundant  bile.  Agreeable 
to  this  obfervation,  the  bilious  vomiting 
was  generally  moft  violent  after  the  fhi- 
vering  fit,  or  in  proportion  as  that  was 
more  or  lefs ; and  even  when  it  was  abated, 
a return  of  the  cold  fit  would  often  bring  it 
on  again,  as  well  as  the  diarh(^a^ 

From  this  two  fold  change  in  the  circiH 
lation,  the  veffels  of  the  heart,  and  lungs ; 
will  alfo  receive  more  blood  than  before ; 
hence  difficulty  of  breathing,  with  anxiety 
and  oppreflion  at  the  breaft,  and  praecordia^ 
which  I obferved  were  always  relieved  by 
the  approach  of  the  hot-fit ; that  is,  as  foon 
as  the  heart  re-ads  and  throws  its  blood 
from  the  Centre  to  the  circumference  of  the 
body  j and  when  this  cannot  be  effeded, 

from 
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from  its  want  of  fuflScient  power;  the 
blood  will  ftagnate  in  its  large  contiguous 
veffels,  and  the  patient  fuddenly  expire. 
Inftances  of  this  fort,  though  rare,  have 
been  known,  particularly  in  the  cold  fit  of 
an  ague,  where  the  attack  was  uncommonly 
violent,  ox  in  difeafes  of  the  very  deftruc- 
tive  kind.' 

It  therefore  may  be  affirmed,  that  in  gene- 
ra], the  rigor  is  followed  by  proportionate 
degree  of  fever,  from  the  re-aftion  of  the 
heart,  which  will  always  be  greater  or  lefs 
according  to  the  force  imprelTed  upon  it  by 
the  cold  fit ; fo  that  when  it  is  violent  and 
of  long  duration,  the  cpnfequence  is  rnore 
to  be  feared ; efpecially  a^  nature,  by  the 
febrile  ftruggle,  does  not  ufually  in  this 
difeafe  bring  on  a falutary  crijis.  As  the 
heart  now  adls  flrongly,  the  momentum  of 
blood  on  the  folids  will  be  greatly  increafed 
and  Dccafipn  tenfion,  pain,  and  inflamma- 
tion which,  if  not  foon  removed,  will  end 
in  fuppuration  of  the  internal  parts,  and 

produce 
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produce  a colle^lion  of  matter  in  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen^  from  which  it  cannot  be  eva-^ 
cuated,  ai^d  therefore  muft  inevitably  be^ 
come  mortal. 

If  the  preceding  reafoning  be  right,  it 
will  fhew  the  neceffity  of  attempting  to  ‘ 
diminifh  the  cold  fit,  by  the  plentiful  ufe  of 
diluting  fluids  given  warm ; and  alfo  of  hot 
applications  to  the  extremities  and  furface  of 
the  body,  to  relax  the  cutaneous  veflels,  and 
invite  the  blood  thither,  fo  as  to  relieve  thofe 
of  the  vtfcera  from  diftention;  for  whatever 
is  the  caufe  of  this  fever,  its  firfl:  impreflion 
feems  to  be  made  upon  the  nerves,  which 
leflens  their  influence  on  the  body,  and 
prevents  that  free  and  equal  diftribution  of 
blood  neceflary  to  a ftate  of  health. 

To  anfwer  this  intention,  I would  prefer 
an  infufion  of  any  of  the  grateful  aromatic 
vegetables  given  warm,  as  that  of  mint, 
fage,  or  elder  flowers,  rather  than  fluids  of 
the  fpiritous  kind ; for,  by  their  flimulus 
they  increafe  the  violence  of  the  hot  fit  or 

fub^ 
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fubfequent  fever,  which  is  the  principal  thing 
to  be  guarded  againft ; whereas  the  former 
'may  be  given  at  difcretion,  fo  as  only  to  adl 
during  the  rigor^  and  will  afterwards  be?- 
come  of  fervice  in  abating  the  febrile  fymp- 
toms  by  their  diluting  and  refolyent  power, 
This  tendencv  to  inflammation  will  be 

j 

moll  likely  to  produce  violent  effecfts  after 
delivery,  when  the  abdominal  vifcera  are 
in  a tender  irritable  Hate,  both  from  that 
change  of  circulation  already  mentioned, 
which  for  a time,  will  render  the  woman^s 
conllitution  weak  and  veletudinary,  as  well 
as  the  violent  efforts  of  labor  itfelf.  That 
particular  parts  of  the  body  are  more  dif- 
pofed  to  inflammation,  as  the  habit  changes 
and  becomes  more  irritable,  is  evident 
from  repeated  obfervation  j for  inflance,  in 
cafes  of  a Hone  in  the  bladder,  the  pain  and 
inflammation  are  not  continual,  but  only 
produced  at  particular  periods  from  fome 
accidental,  exciting  caufe,  which  at  that 
time  renders  the  affected  part  more  fen- 

fible. 
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fible,  and  produces,  what  is  called,  a fit  pf 
the  ftone. 

As  long  as  the  folids  of  the  body  con- 
tinue in  their  natural  ftate,  they  will  allow 
of  being  ftretched  to  a certain  degree  with- 
out pain ; but  as  foon  as  they  become  in- 
flamed or  difeafed,  the  leaft  irritation  or 
diftending  caufe  will  bring  on  the  moft  in- 
tolerable fenfations  ; and  this  feems  to  be 
the  reafon  why  air,  or  indurated  foeces 
too  long  retained  in  the  bowels,  at  one 
time  produce  exceffive  pain,  and  at  another, 
.none  at  alL 

Hence  alfo  a complication  of  this  fever, 
with  pkurifyy  ox peripneumony ; and  fome- 
times  delirium,  phrenfy,  or  madnefs  at- 
tended, ..  where  the  blood  was  more  imme- 
diately determined  to  the  brain,  by  anxiety, 
grief,  or  other  caufes  which  occafion  in- 
tenfe  exercife  of  mind.  Three  cafes  of 
this  kind  have  occurred  to  me,  in  all  which 
the  difeafe  was  fatal ; one  of  thena  was 
that  of  a baker^s  wife  in  Wejlminjier^  who 

remained 
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temained  well  till  the  fourth  day  after 
delivery,  but  being  fuddenly  difturbed  with 
fome  religious  fcruples,  ’ (he  was  violently 
feized  with  this  fever,  attended  with  deli- 
rium, which  carried  her  oif ; notwith- 
ftanding  the  uncommon  attention  paid  to 
her  fafety,  by  an  eminent  phyfician,  who 
was  called  in  at  my  requeft,  and  with 
whom  I wilhed  to  have  confulted,  but  was 
accidentally  prevented,  by  being  out  of 
town. 

I , ^ 

Dy,  Hales,  in  his  curious  Haemaftatical 
Experiments,  clearly  demonftrates,  that 
the  blood’s  impulfe  on  its  containing  vef- 
fels  is  exceedingly  increafed  by  the  violent 
aftion  of  the  mufcles,  particularly  thofe  of 
the  abdomen;  he  alfo  remarks,  that  air 
retained  in  the  lungs  after  a deep  infpiration, 
has  the  fame  effedt ; and  lince  the  birth  of 
a child  is  brought  about  by  a combina- 
tion of  mufcular  forces,  viz.  that  of  the 
uterus,  affifted  by  the  adlion  of  the  very 
mufcles  already  mentioned ; namely  thofe 

of 
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of  the  abdomen  and  diaphragm,  the  laft  of 
which  isprelTeddown  upon  the  inferior  parts* 
at  every  deep  infpifation ; it  hence,  is  evi« 
dent,  that  violent  ftirefs  is  laid  upon  the 
veffels  . of  the  abdoniinal  vifcera,  even  ill 
thofe  labors  which  are  ftri<fUy  natural; 
Such  are  the  effedis  of  labor-pains  on  the 
whole  vafcular  fyftem,  that  the  pulfe  which 
before  was  temperate  and  regular,  becomes 
full  and  frequent ; the  complexion  florid, 
and  fometimes  the  face  is  enormoufly  fwell- 
ed,  by  the  violent  efforts  and  ftraining  of 
the  body.  Till  fuch  change  is  produced, 
women  are  not  fubjedl  to  this  fever ; for  I 
obferved,  that  thofe  with  child,  who  ailifted 
the.nurfes  in  attending  the  fick,  were  per- 
fectly free  from  it,  even  when  it  was  moft 
epidemic  j but  being  delivered^  feveral  of 
them  Jickened  fdon  after^  and  were  off e Bed 
with  the  fame  fymptoms  as  the  reft.  This 
difeafe  camiot,  therefore,  with  propriety* 
be  called  by  any  other  name  than  Child'-bed 
or  Puerperal  Fever,  Had  a modern  au- 
thor 
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thor  attended  to  this  Jlfiking  faBy  he 
would  not  then  have  objedled  to  the  ap^a 
pellafion.  May  not  this  circumftance  ad- 
ded to  that  change  of  circulation  already 
remarked,  and  to  the  great  fenfibility  and 
irritability  of  habit  obferved  to  prevail  after 
delivery,  concur  as  fo  many  exciting  caufes 
to  kindle  up  this  fever  ? and  alfo  fhew, 
why  wonlen  are  never  fubjedl  to  it  before^ 
but  only  after  delivery ; and  more  particu- 
larly, during  an  unhealthy  conftitution  of 
the  atmofphere.  For  if  this  difea'fe  was 
owing  to  comprejfon  of  the  abdominal'  vifcera 
in  general,  or  to  that  of  the  07nentum  m 
particular,  independent  of  any  alteration  in 
the  ’air,  as  afferted  by  Dr.  Halme ; fince 
this  caufe  is  permanently  the  fame  in  all 
gravid  women,  its  efFed:s  would  alfo  be 
more  uniform,  and  the  difeafe  would  be 
equally  frequent  at  all  times  of  the  year, 
inftead  of  prevailing  with  uncommon  vi- 
olence at  particular  feafons.  Befides,  if  it 
was  oecaConed  by  preffure  of  the  gravid 
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literirs  on  the  contiguous  vifcera  ; it  would 
necejfarily  happen  before  delivery^  when  that 
prejfure,  was  greatejl  j whereas,  experience 
iheWs  that  it  never  appears  ’till  after  delivery, 
even  in  the  epidemic  feafon.  In  fllort,  if 
pregnancy  produced  this  fever,  pregnant 
tvomen  would  be  fubjedl  to  it,  and  delivery, 
by  removing  the  caufe  of  prelTiire,  would 
not  occafoHy  hut  cure  it ; according  to  that 
univerfal  axiom,  take  away  the  caufe,  and 
the  effedl  will  ceafe^ 

The  vital  powers  of  the  vifcera  being 
thus  impaired,  their  feveral  fiindtions  will 
be  Unduly  . performed,  particularly  the  ab^ 
forption  of  lyjnph  from  the  abdominal  cavity; 
hence  corruption  of  that  retained  ftagnating 
fluid,  with  an  increafe  of  pain  and  inflam-» 
mation  of  thofe  parts  with  which  it  is  in 
contadl ; hence  alfo  fwelling  of  the  belly, 
which  may  be  looked  upon  as  a fpecies  of 
tyjnpanius.  This  morbid  affedlion  did  not 
feem  to  l^appcn  from  wind  in  the  bowxls ; 
-.for,  if  fo,  it  would  have  fubfided,  by  the 

frc- 
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frequency  of  flools,  which  was  not  the  cafe. 
It  was  evidently  owing  to  expanfion  of  air, 
generated  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
from  putrid  dilfolution  of  the  omentuniy  and 
corruption  of  purulent  fluid  collected  there 
in  large  quantities. 

The  difleclion  of  bodies  thus  affedled, 
confirmed  me  in  this  opinion  ; for,  on  cut- 
ting into  the  abdomen^  a putrid  flatus^  into- 
lerable to  the  fmell,  ilTued  forth  with  a hifT- 
ing  noife,  and  the  prominance  of  the  belly 
immediately  fubfided.  In  general,  there 
was  but  little  air  in  the  inteftines,  which 
were  likewife  almofl:  empty  of faeces^  and 
only  contained  a blackilh  fluid,  like  that 
voided  by  ftool,  with  particles  of  fomething 
which  looked  like  fat  after  it  had  been 
melted  and  become  cold. 

Confidering  the  fuppuration  of  omentumy 
and  large  quantity  of  purulent  fluid  found 
in  the  abdomen  after  death ; it  is  eafy  to  fee 
how  a fever  which  was  truly  inflammatory  in 
the  beginning,  may  foon  become  putrid,  by 
G ab« 
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abforptionof  that  fluid,  which  like  oldlevefi^ 
will  taint  the  blood,  and  by  exciting  a pu-* 
trid  fennent  in  the  whole  mafs,  change  its 
qualities  into  thofe  of  its  own  morbid  na- 
ture. 

The  ftrucflure  and  ufe  of  the  lymphaticsy 
and  their  exiftence  as  a diftindl  fyftem  of 
veflels,  numeroufly  deftributed  to  the  fe- 
veral  cavities  of  the  body,  difcovered  and 
accurately  defcribed  by  the  late  Dr.  Huntery 
with  experiments  made  on  qu^drupedes,  fuf- 
ficiently  demonftrate  the  reality  of  this  ab- 
forption;  for  it  has  often  been  obferved, 
that  although  a large  quantity  of  any  warm 
fluid  had  been  injedted  into  the  abdominal 
cavity  of  different  animals,  in  the  living 
ffate,  not  a drop  of  it  could  be  found  after 
death. 

Befides,  as  the  liver  chiefly  receives  its 
blood  from  the  inteftines,  omentuniy  and 
mefenteryy  which- is  loaded  with  oily  abforb- 
ed  by  the  veins  from  the  two  laff:  parts,  fp 
as  to  render  ir  fitter  for  the  fecretion  of  bile; 
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it  will  follow,  that,  foon  as  the  omentum  is 
deftroyed  by  putrid  diffolution  j the  re- 
fluent blood  carried  to  the  liver  will  be  vi- 
tiated and  corrupted,  and  palTing  through 
that  large  gland  to  mix  with  the  general^ 
mafs,  will  contaminate  the  whole,  and  pro- 
duce a true  febris  purulenta.  Hence  gene- 
ral inflammation,  adhe lions  of  the  lungs 
and  pleura  ; a collediion  of  putrid  ferum  in 
the  thorax^  and  matter  under  the  Jlernum  ; 
as  in  the  cafe  of  Harriot  Ti'rueman.  This 
appears  more  probable,  becaufe,  on  en- 
' qiiiry  of  the  patient’s  friends,  I could  not 
find  file  had  ever  been  in  the  leaft  fubjedt 
to  any  complaint  in  the  breafl:.  Befides,  as, 
bile^  of  all  the  humors  in  the  body,  is  moil; 
liable  to  be  changed,  this  fluid,  tainted  with 
blood  brought  from  the  difeafed  omentimiy 
will  foon  become  putrid,  and  by  its  cauftic 
acrimony  create  anxiety,  ficknefs,  and  vo- 
miting, with  tormina  in  the  bowels,  and 
profufe  diarrhaea;  fo  that  it  will  now  offend 
in  quality,  as  well  as  quantity,  which  lafl: 
G 2 has 
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has  already  been  fufficiently  taken  notice  of. 
Before  it  is  altered  from  its  natural  Rate,  it 
feems  in  a great  meafurc  inoffenfive  to  the 
ftomach  ; becaufe  frefh,  infpilfated  bile  of 
animals,  given  as  a medicine,  does  not  oc- 
cafion  the  above  diforders. 

Thus  I think  it'  evidently  appears,  that 
the  fymptoms  of  putrefadlion  were  not  ori- 
ginally fuch,  but  are  produced  by  mctajlajis; 
not  from  that  of  vitiated  'milk  or  obJlruEled 
lochia^  as  generally  fuppofed ; but  by  ab- 

I f 

forption  of  purulent  fluids  ftagnating  in  the 
abdomen,  with  morbid  translation  of  matter 
from  fluppurated  omentu7n  ; and  if  ever 
marks  of  putrefaction  appear  in  the  begin- 
ning, they  are  confined  to  the  primae  viae 
only,  and  arife  from  tainted,  rancid  bile ; 
for  a corruption  of  the  blood  and  juices  ne- 
ver happens  till  in  the  advanced  Rate  of 
thisdifeafe;  otherwife,  this  fuppofed,  pu- 
trefactive tendency  in  the  habit  would  cer- 
tainly exert  jtfelf  fooner,  and  produce  the 

difeafe 
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difeafe  before  delivery;  efpecially  in  the  epi-^ 
de?nw  feafon,  which  is  contrary  to  experience. 

Soon  as  interval  mortification  commen- 
ces, the  pain  ceafes,  which  purfuades  thofe , 
prefent  the  patient  is  better;  but  when  this 
fuddenly  happens,  after  it  has  been  ex- 
ceffive  a confiderable  time,  and  in  the  ad- 
vanced Rate  of  difeafe,  without  any  cri- 
tical evacuation  which  could  prove  falu- 
taiy,  it  is  a fatal  and  delufive  fign,  and 
foon  followed,  by  a finking,  quick,  and  in- 
termitting pulfe,  fwelling  of  the  belly,  a 
diftrelfed  countenance,  with  partial,  faint 
fweats  on  the  breaft  and  free,  and  fome- 
times  by  delirium,  which  (hew  that  death 
is  at  hand. 

That  acute  and  incomparable  pradtical 
phyfician  Bagliviy  was  the  firft  who  de- 
feribed  the  mef enteric  fever y and  obferves, 
that  latent  inflammations  of  the  vifeera,  are 
generally  the  caufe  of  thofe  fevers  called 
malignant,  and  which  often  end  in  abfeefs 


or 
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or  gangrene  of  the  affeded  parts,  when 
bleeding  has  been  neglect eli. 

In  painful  or  inflammatory  difeafes  of 
the  vifeera,  fo  great  is  the  fenfibility  of  the 
feveral  parts,  that  the  whole  nervous  fyftem 
is  eafliy  drawn  into  confent ; hence  a per- 
verfion  or  defed  of  their  feveral  natural 
fundions.  The  lieart  will  be  affeded  with 
fpafm,  and  not  being  able  duly  to  perform 
'its  office,  the  pulfe  will  become  quicks  weak, 
and  intermitting.  This  diminytion  of  ner- 
vous influence  on  the  affeded  internal  parts^ 
will , alfo  account:  for  the  great  and  fudden 
lofs  of  flrength,  and.  fhew  why  the  pulfe  is 

I 

*veeaky  quicks  and  irregular  in  Child-bed 
Fever,  inftead  of  being  hard  and  full,  as  in 
the  pleurify  ; and  indeed,  in  mofl:  difeafes 
of  the  abdominal  vifeera,  the  pulfe  becomes 
languid,  and  lofes  its  firmnefs,  before  there 
can  be  any  adual  proftration  of  bodily 
ftrength.  In  cafes  of  taking  poifon,  or 
where  a violent  fit  of  gout  fuddenly  fixes 
upon  the  vital  parts,  the  effed  is  the  fame. 

^ - As 
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As  it  appears  that  women;  fo  long  as 
they  remain  with  child,  are  not  more  fiib- 
jedl  to  this  fever,  than  others  not  preg- 
nant; it  will  follow,  th^,t  a diftempera- 
ture  of  air  is  not  alone  fufGcient  to  pro- 
duce it  , until  it  is  affifled  by  change  of  habit 
in  confequence  of  delivery ; but  as  fuch 
change  is  then  common  to  all  women,  it  is 
alfo  evident,  that  in  general,  it  may  be  en- 
dured without  much  danger,  whilft  the 
feafon  remains  healthy  ; fince  fcarce  one  in 
a thoufand  is  then  affedted  with  it ; except 
from  errors  in  diety  inordinate  pajjioju  of 
the  mindy  the  effedl  of  taking  coldy  or  other 
manifeft,  exciting  caufes  ; confequently,  it 
will  always  be  found  moft  fevere,  when- 
ever fuch  concurring  caufes  are  moft  nu- 
merous, and  in  proportion  as  they  are  more 
or  lefs  dangerous  in  their  own  nature:  Thus 
for  inftance,  it  will  be  found  moft  fatal 
when  moft  epidemicaly  that  is,  during  a 
diftemperature  of  the  air;  and  leaft  of  all 
fo,  when  it  happens  in  healthy  feafons, 

from 
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from  fuch  'accidental  caufes  only.  If  it 
fliould  arife  limply  from  taking  cold,  it  is 
often  terminated  - by  a profufe,  long  con- 
tinued fweat ; jf  from  food  offending  the 
flomach  in  quantity  or  quality,  the  patient 
is  generally  relieved  by  fpontaneous  vomiting 
or  diarrha^a;  but  on  the  contrary,  when  it  is 
brought  on  by  violent  paffions  of  the  mind, 
the  event  is  different ; for  as  the  caufe  con- 
tinues, fo  does  the  fever  likewife.  Befides, 
in  filch  cafes,  there  is  generally  a defeat  in 
the  natural  fecretions  and  excretions,  and  as 
nothing  will  weaken  the  vital  powers  of 
body  fo  much  as  diflrefs  of  mind ; a falu-  ^ 
tary  crilis  has  then  very  feldom.  been  known 
to  happen. 

I have  alfo  obferved,  that  this  difeafe 
generally  comes  on  about  the  fecond  or  third 
day  after  delivery,  and  that  the  fooner  it 
attacks  the  patient,  the  more  fhe  is  in  dan- 
ger. The  fenfibility  and  irritability  of  body, 
which  is  obferved  greateft  at  that  time, 
feem  to  account  for  the  firft  of  thefe  cir- 
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cumftances,  and  alfo  fhew  why  the  fever 
is  then  moft:  dangerous  in  its  event ; feeing, 
that  this  predifpofing  caufe  exifting  in  the 
habit,  will  moft  powerfully  co-operate  with, 
or  increafe  the  agency  of  any  other  exter- 
' nal  caufe,  which  may  chance  then  to,  occur. 

From  this  preceding  hiftory  of  Child-bed 
Fever y joined  to  its  morbid  appearances 
already  mentioned ; the  following  conclu- 
fions  may  be  drawn  by  way  of  recapitulation. 

Firft,  that  it  does  not  arife  from  a tran- 
flation  of  corrupted  milky  or  ohJiruBed  lochia*, 
fecondly,  that  it  is  not  owing  to  inflam^ 
mation  of  the  uterus ; thirdly,  that  a certain 
7necha7iical  change  produced  in  the  body  by 
delivery,  is  the  principal  predifpofing  caufe 
of  the  difeafe,  and  the  reafon  w^hy  it  is 
peculiar  to  women  after  delivery  only ; 
fourthly,  that  whenever  it  is  remarkably 
frequent  and  fatal  at  particular  feafons,  its 
proximate  caufe  ought  to  be  referred  to  a 
noxious  confitution  of  the  air ; which  was 
ftill  more  fully  proved  by  thofe  cafes,  where 

the 
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fever  fuddenly  appeared  in  the  epidemic  fea- 
fon,  without  any  other  evident  caufe  what- 
foever.  Fifthly,  that  it  may  fometimes 
happen  in  the  moft  healthy  feafons,  from 
the  accidental  caufes  already  enumerated, 
and  that  in  fuch  inftances,  it  is  leaft  dan- 
gerous ; fixthly,  that  the  temporary  change 
brought  upon  the  habit,  by  delivery,  may 
generally  be  endured  without  producing  this 
fever,  if  none  of  the  caufes  already  men- 
tioned then  happen  to  fupervene  \ and  alfo 
that  women  are  more  or  lefs  fubjedl  to  the 
impreffion  of  all  fuch  caufes,  in  proportion 
to  the  fenfibility  and  irritability' of  their 
habit : Laftly,  that  it  is  not  owing  to 

preflure  of  the  gravid  uterus  on  the  abdominal 
vifcera  in  general,  or  omentum  in  particu- 
lar ; for  if  fo,  pregnant  women  would  be 
more  fubje<3:  to  it,  than  thofe  lately  deliver- 
ed, confequently,  it  could  not  be  Child-bed 
Fever. 

I have  been  more  diffufe  in  what  relates 
to  the  Pathology^  of  this  difeafe,  becaufe, 
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nothing  will  tend  fo  much  to  eftablilli  a 
national  method  of  cure,  as  thofe  obfervations 
which  immediately^  refult  from  the  difeafe 
itfelf  j the Jlrudlure  and  ufe  of  the feveral  af- 
fedled  parts ^ and  their  morbid  appearances 
after  death » . 

In  Child-bed  Fever y therefore,  as  well 
as  all  thofe,  which  like  it,  are  truly  in- 
flammatory, and  uniformly  ^pxo^\\z^interrlal 
fuppuration  ; early  bleeding  is  the  only  re^ 
medy  which  can  give  the  patient  a chance 
for  life;  efpecially,  as  local  inflammation, 
if  violent,  more  frequently  terminates  by 
fatal  fuppuration  than  in  any  other  manner 
where  that  has  been  neglcdted. 

Indeed,  from  the  ftridefl:  attention  to  the 
feveral  fymptoms  and  circumflances  of  this 
difeafe ; without  fhaping  a theory  to  coin- 
cide with  any  particular  method  of  pradlice; 
the  reafons  for  bleeding  are  as  manifefl: 
and  cogent  as  in  the  pleurify  itfelf,  where, 
from  the  want  of  it,  an  empyema  is  fome- 
times  the  confequence  ; for  a cplledion  of 
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matter  in  the  thorax  or  abdomen  are 
equally  fatal.  ^ 

The  principal  objedlions  by  thofe  who 

I ^ 

are  averfe  to  bleeding,'  are  as  follow.  Con- 
fidering  the  lofs  of  blood  after  delivery, 
and  fubfequent  lochial  difcharge,  it  would 
exhauft  the  patient’s  ftrength  too  much, 
cfpecially  as  fhe  is  ufually  enjoined  abfte- 
nlious  diet  for  feveral  days  after ; that  by 
leffening  the  ftrength,  it  would  prevent  a 
crifis  ; increafe  irritability  of  the  body,  and 
aggravate  all  the  fymptoms  of  this  fever,  or 
difpofe  it  to  become  putrid.  But  thofe  are 
groundlefs  objecftions,  and  plainly  contra- 
didled  by  the  pradtical  phcenomena  of  the 
difeafe ; for  the  violence  of  fever,  and  fymp~ 
tomatic  diorrhaea  arifing  from  it,  will  be 
found  to  fink  the  patient’s  ftrength  much 
more  than  lofs  of  blood,  which,  on  the  con- 
trary, by  removing  tenfion  and  pain  from 
the  bowels,  will  have  the  effed:  of  an  ano^ 
dy?26y  and  more  fafely  abate  that  difcharge 
than  either  opiates  or  aftringents,  both  which 


arc 


ON  CHILD-BED  FEVER.  toi 


are  highly  improper  at  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe.  B lee  dingy  by  diminilhing  the  quan- 
tity, and  force  of  blood  through  the  liver, 
and  larger  internal  veffels,  will  likewife 
leflen  the  fecretion  of  biky  and  therefore  re- 
lieve the  ficknefs  and  anxiety  at  ftomach, 
from  thence  arifing,  as  well  as  difficulty 
of  breathing,  and  oppreffion  of  the  prae- 
cordia. 

Befides,  I am  inclined  to  think  that  wo- 
men after  delivery,  efpecially  thofe  who 
do  not  fuckle,  are  able  to  bear  the  lofs  *of 
blood  much  better,  than  is  generally  ima- 
gined ; for  as  the  foetus  does  not  then  de- 
mand its  long-accuftomed  fupply  of  nou- 
riffiment,  it  will  revert  to  the  mother,  and 
gradually  create  a temporary  plethora,  as 
already  obferved. 

It  ought  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  nei- 
ther inanition  or  plethora  are  natural  to  the 
body  in  a healthy  Rate  ; that  one  extreme 
is  hurtful  as  the  other,  and  will  produce 
irritation  in  as  high  a degree ; for  in  ple- 
thoric 
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thoric  habits,  where  the  veflels  are  over- 
' charged  and  violently  , upon  the  ftretch, 
all  the  fymptomsof  irritability  are  evidently 
increafed.  The  fame  quantity  of  light  which 
did  not  offend  the  eye  in  its  natural  Rate, 
becomes  intolerable  to  it  when  inflamed ; 
and  the  ear  is  not  able  to  endure  the  leafl: 
noife,  without  being  difagreeably  affected, 
after  being  feizcd  with  inflammation. 

To  proceed,  early  and  copiouf  bleedings  at 
the  onfet  of  the  difeafe,  will  be  found  in- 
finitely more  ferviceable  than  afterwards ; 
thus,  eight,  or  ten  ounces  of  blood  taken 
away  at  ^firft,  will  afford  more  relief  than 
.twice  that  quantity  at  different  times.  By 
the  firfl  method,  tenfion  of  the  veflels  is 
fuddenly  taken  off,  and  the  pain, /every  and 
inflammation  are  thereby  abated.  The  whole 
vafcular  fyftem  being  now  relieved,  a more 
free  and  equal  diftribution  of  the  blood  will 
follow,  and  the  natural  fecretions  being 
more  duly  performed,  a faliitary  crifls  may 
the  rather  be  expeded.  On  the  contrary, 

where 
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where  the  veffels  have  remained  long  on  the 
ftretch,  and  being  as  it  were  overftrained, 
have  loil  their  refilling  power,  all  the  above 
lymptoms  will  be  increafed  ; and  although 
blood  lhall  at  laft  be  drawn,  if  the  inflam- 
matory fymptoms  have  run  high,  and  mat^^ 
ter  has  begun  to  form  iit  the  07ne7itumy  or  any 
of  the  vital  parts,  from  which  ^ it  cannot 
be  evacuated ; it  is  then  too  late  to  expeci 
};elief ; the  difeafe  mull  neceffarily  be- 
come fatal,  both  by  a diffolution  of  parts 
effential  to  life,  and  the  confinement  of 
that  purulent  fluid,  which  will  not  only 
corrupt  and  deftroy  the  furrounding  vifcera, 
but  by  its  abforption  will  foon  taint  the 
whole  fluid  mafs;  fo.that  although  bleed- 
ing m the  beginning,  is  the  principal  re- 
medy to  be  depended  on,  it  will  feldo?n  prove 
of  fervice  after  the  fecond  or  third  day  of  the 
attack  j and  if  direded  later,  will  only 
further  exhauft  and  enfeeble  the  patient, 
and  haften  her  end. 


Con- 
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Confidering  the  languid  ftate  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  weaknefs  of  her  pulfe,  even  in 
the  beginning  of  this  fever,  I was  furprized 
to  find  inflammation  had  fometimes  run  fo 
high,  and  made  fuch  rapid  progrefs,  as  to 
produce  matter  in  the  abdomen,  fo  early  as 
the  fourth  or  fifth  day  after  the  firfl:  attack, 
as  will  appear  in  the  cafe  of  Harriot  True^ 
man  I which  fully  proves  the  neceflity  of 
bleeding  early y or  not  at  alL 

Practitioners,  from  a timid  and  fctupulous 
attention  to  their  reputation,  are  generally 
fparing  in  the  application  of  fuch  remedies 
as  have  been  doubted  in  their  good  eftefts, 
by  thofe  of  the  profeflion,  or  even  where 
vulgar  prejudices  have  been  violent  in  op- 
pofing  their  ufe.  It  is  no  wonder  therefore, 
confidering  the  weaknefs  of  pulfe  fo  re- 
markable in  this  fever,  with  the  objedions 
already  mentioned,  that  bleeding  fliould  have 
been  diredled  with  an  uncommon  degree  of 
caution,  for  even  where  blood  was  drawn 
it  was  only  in  trifiing  quantities^  and feldom 

till 
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till  the  declitie  of  the  difeafe^  where  every 
thing  elfe  had  been  tried  in  vain ; and 
confequently,  where  matter  being  formed^ 
neither  that'  evacuation,  nor  any  other 
means  could  poflibly  avail.  Thus,  the 
mifapplication  and  abufe  of  this  remedy, 
plainly  appears  to  have  been  the  reafon  why 
it  was  not  fooner  adopted  as  fafe  and  be- 
neficial. 

In  fhort,  no  purulent  matter  cznht 
formed  without  inflammation;  and 

as  no  methods  have  hitherto  been  found  fo 
effedual  in  abating  inflammation,  as  bleeds 
ingj  laxatives y plentiful  dilution  ; thofe 
who  cannot  fee  the  abfolute  neceffity  for 
their  ufe,  muft  certainly  look  on  with  de- 
fedive  eyes. 

As  the  cure  will  be  found  to  depend  prin- 
cipally on  the  early  lofs  ofl  blood ; it  wdll 
be  requifite  to  regard  all  fuch  indications 
as  may  be  taken  from  the  ^pulfey  and  to 
lay  down  fuch  rules  and  cautions  as  par- 
ticularly relate  to  that  evacuation. 

H Nothing 
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Nothing  will  fo  dearly  paint  out  the 
time  when  this  remedy  ought  to  be  di- 
^eded,  as  previous  acquaintance  with  the 
natural  Rate  of  the  pulfe,  which  is  found  to 
vary  exceedingly  in  different  habits  of  body  : 
A difference  in  the  fize  and  diflribiition 
of  the  artery  conftituting  the  pulfe,  will 
alfo  occafion  very  different  impreffions  on 
the  finger  in  regard  to  its  ftrength  or  w’eak- 
nefs;  confequently-,  it  ought  to  be  alternately 
felt  in  each  arm  of  the  fame  perfon.  The 
general  habit,  age,  .and  manner  of  living, 
will  alfo  afford  great  information  in  this 
particular;  for  inftance,  if  the  patient  is 
young,  and  before  enjoyed  an  uninterrupt- 
ed ftate  of  health,  with  keen  appetite  and 
good  digeflion ; when  the  pulfe  in  fuch 
a perfon Teems  to  fink  in  the  very  begin- 
ning; fuch  fudden  alteration  arifes  fro?n- 
opprejjioriy  not  weaknefsy  and  requires  im- 
mediate lofs  of  blood;  particularly,  where 
no  profufe  evacuation  had  prcceeded,  fuch 
as  haemorrhage,  diarrhaea,  long  abftinence, 

enxiety 
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anxiety  of  mind,  or  want  of  reft.  On 
the  contrary,  if  fhe  has  been  of  a valetudi- 
nary, hyfterical  habit,  with  lax  fibres,  bad 
digeftion  and  pale  afpe6l : a languid  pulfe, 
with  fuch  appearances,  may  reafonably  be 
imputed  to  real  want  of  bodily  ftrength 
rather  than  oppreftion ; and  confequently, 
bleeding  ought  to  be  omitted. 

We  are  alfo  told,  that  on  comprefling 
the  artery  at  the  wrift,  with  the  finger,  if 
from  being  fmall  and  apparently  wxak,  it 
fuddenly  becomes  more  ftrong  and  renitent ; 
we  may  be  fure  it  is  opprefiion,  and  not 
weaknefs,  which  then  prevails.  Thik,  how- 
ever, I think,  is  an  opinion  not  well  found- 
ed ; for  whether  the  artery  beats  languidly 
from  real  weaknefs  or  diminiftied  impulfe 
of  the  heart,  or  whether  the  action  of  the 
arterial  fyftem  is  overcome  by  too  great 
plenitude  of  the  veffels ; the  eiFed;  will  be 
nearly  the  fame  in  both  cafes,  and.  the  ar- 
tery will  aft  weakly  on  the  touch. 

H 
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The  degree  of  ftrength  may  be  better 
known  by  attending  to  the  more  obvious 
figns  of  ftrength  or  weaknefs,  and  by  re- 
garding the  flownefs  or  frequency  of  pulfe ; 
for,  in  proportion  as  bodily  ftrength  is  ex- 
haufted,  it  increafes  in  frequency ; and  on 
the  contrary,  when  the  ftrength  remains 
unimpaired,  the  number  of  pulfations  are 
proportionally  lefs ; but  being  more  full 
and  ftrong,  the  circulation  is  then  more 
uniformly  carried  on  than  when  the  artery 
beats  quicker ; for  the  free  diftribution  of 
blood  through  its  veftels,  does  not  depend 
upon  the  frequency  of  the  heart’s  contrac- 
tion,'but  on  the  degree  of  ftrength  and 
energy  with  which  it  adts  at  each  pulfation. 

But  the  moft  fecure  way  of  proceeding 
in  doubtful  cafes,  will  be  to  feel  the  pulfe 
during  the  time  blood  is  flowing  from  the 
vein;  if  its  ftrokes  become  more  ftrong, 
ample  and  free,  the  quantity  to  be  taken 
away  may  be  increafed ; but  if  it  links  and 
loofes  its  equality  and  firmnefs,  the  bleed- 
ing 


ON  CHILD^BED  FEVER.  109 

ing  orifice  (hould  then  immediately  be  clofed. 
However,  care  fliould  to  be  taken,  left  wc 
are  impofed  upon  by  that  langor  of  pulfc, 
brought  on  by  compreffion  of  the  artery, 
from  over-  tightnefs  of  ligature  round  the 
arm. 

It  was  neceftary  to  be  more  particular  on 
this  head,  fince  there  is  great  difference  be- 
tween nature  opprejfedy  and  natut'e  exhaujled ; 
and  as  the  fafety  of  the  patient  principally 
depends  upon  a true  diftindtion  between 
real  want  of  ftrength,  and  that  which  is 
only  apparently  fo. 

Without  we  are  previoufly  acquainted 
with  the  natural  ftate  of.  pulfe,  audits 
number  of  ftrokes  in  a minute,  when  the 
body  is  in  health ; little  information  can 
be  had  when  we  are  told  it  beats  a hundred 
and  twenty,  or  any  certain  number  of 
ftrokes  in  a minute,  during  the  time  of 
difeafe.  I have  therefore,  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  following  cafes,  rather  chofen  to 
fignify  the  degree  of  feverifh  heat,  by  the 

. general 


lio  PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

general  terms  of  weak  and  ftrong,  quick 
or  flov/,  as  applied  to  the  pulfe,  than  by 
mentioning  the  precifc  number  of  its  ftrokes 
in  a niinute. 

From  thefe  PraEiical  Obfervations^  the 
indication  of  cure  may  be  taken.  Hence 
it  will  follow,  that  bleeding  ought  to  be 
dircdled  at  the  very  onfet  of  this  difeafe  \ 
fecondly,  that  it  will  be  neceiTary  to  dimi- 
nifh  the  violence  and  duration  of  the.  cald 
ft;  thirdly,  the  redundant,  corrupted  bile 
to  be  evacuated  foon  as  poffible  by  Ipecaca* 
hana  or  A72timoniuls  ; fourthly,  that  the  di^ 
arrheeuy  when  exceffive,  ought  to  be  re- 
ftrained  by  emollient,  anodyne  clyflers, 
and  gentle  fudorifics,  or  even  by  opiates, 
and  mild  aftringents,  when  the  patient’s 
ftrength  begins  to  fink  under  the  long-con- 
tinued difcharge' j and  laftly,  when  figns 
of  putrefaEiiony  or  the  leafi:  remifon  of 
fever  appear;  that  antifeptics  ^ecAPeruvian^ 
hark  may  be  freely  adminiflered. 


The 
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The  choice  of  remedies  is  often  matter  of 
great  difficulty,  even  to  thofe  moft  conver- 
fant  with  the  nature  of  difeafes ; and  after 
that  is  determined,  it  is  not  fo  much  the 
medicine  itfelf,  as  its  application,  which 
renders  it  truly  falutary ; for  as  thiilgs  derive 
their  value  from  their  proper  ufe,  fo  effica- 
cious medicines  injudicioufly  adminiftered, 
like  bleffings  perverted,  are  of  all  others 
mojl  dangerous;  fince  whatever  is  powerfully . 
good  when  properly  given;  will  become 
powerfully  bad,  if  mifapplied. 

As  it  is  of  great  ufe  to  difcover  by  fair 
trial,  what  medicines  are  principally  to  be 
depended  upon  in  the  cure  of  particular  dif- 
eafes j fo  it  would  be  highly  ferviceable,  if 
thofe  in  pradlice,  confcious  of  their  own 
upright  intention,  would  alfo  venture,  can- 
didly to  point  out  fuch  methods  and  medi- 
cines, as  they  had  found  either  ufelefs  -or 
prejudicial. 

Dutean  and  the  French  writers  in  general 
are  great  advocates  for  the  ufe  of  Camphor 
in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  j and  Dr,  Storck^ 

who 
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who  feems  to  have  copied  them,  recom^ 
mends  its  liberal  ufe  in  a mixture  of  Pe- 
ruvian Bark.  For  common  drink  he  alfo 
diredls  the  almond  emullion  with  one  dram 
of  camphor  to  each  pint ; and  clyfters  to 
be  injedted  twice  a day,  with  one  dram  of 
camphor  diffolved  in  broth  by  the  affiftance 
of  gum  arabic.  From  this  method  and 
the  omiflion  of  blood-letting,  he'  tells  us 
that  all  his  patients  happily  recovered. 
Happily  indeed, if  fuch  was  the  event !— For 
my  own  part,  being  honeflly  felicitous  for 
thefafetyof  my  patients,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  m^dicirte,  rather  than  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  particular  doflrines,  I fhould  re- 
joice to  find  the  fuccefs  of  this  method 
verified  by  the  tejl  of  future  experience^ 
which  alone  will  bell:  determine  its  effedls* 
I had  my  doubts  at  fo  vague  and  general  an 
aflertion,  when  I publilhed  the  lall  edition 
of  this  work;  efpecially  when  I looked 
back  on  the  fate  of  ExtraB.  Cicutce^  after 
being  uflierM  into  pradice  with  fuch  extra- 
vagant 
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vagant  encomiums  by  the  fame  author 5 and 
as  I chiefly  took  thefe  remarks  from  the 
fecond  part  of  the  Foreign  Medical  Re  view^  1 
think  it  proper  to  conclude  them  in  the  words 
of  the  author  of  that  publication,  as  follows  s 
If  what  the  author  {^StijrcF)  here  re- 
relates  be  true,  this  method  would  doubtlefs 
be  preferable  to  any  other ; and  his  vera- 
city in  this  point,  may,  we  think,  be  de- 
termined by  thofe  who  have  the  infpedtion 
of  Lying-in  Hofpitals.  We  (hall  only  re- 
mark, that  all  medical  books  publiflied  at 
Vienna,  in  which  Dr.  Sturck^  qr  whoever 
prqcides  over  the  faculty,  are  fo  much 
flattered,  as  to  render  us  fufpicious,  in 
refpedl:  to  the  truth  of  the  obfervations  they 
contain.” 

Soon  after  the  preceding  hints  appeared, 
J had  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  effe&s  of 
Camphor^  at  the  V/efminJier  Lying-in  Hof 
pital^  but  it  did  not  anfwer  my  expedlation, 
or  verify  the  alTertion  of  Dr.  Storck;  how- 
ever, although  it  cannot  be  depended  upon 

as 
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as  a principal  remedy,  it  may  be  confidered 
as  anfeful  Medicine,  in  keeping  up  gentle 
perfpiration,  and  fiipporting  the  patient 
under.that  univerfal  langour  which  generally 
prevails  after  profufe  evacuations. 

In  general,  I think  too  much  is  at- 
tempted by  medicines ; and  as  their  pro- 
per application  requires  Ikill,  fo  it  ouglit  no 
lefs  to  be  deemed  true  medical  knowledge, 
to  determine  when  it  is  better  totally  to 
omit  their  ufe,  and  watch  the  operations  of 
Nature,  rather  than  to  proceed  in  the  dark, 
and  run  the  rilk  of  thwarting  her  falutary 
efforts.  By  fuch  proceedings,  fome  difeafes 
either  become  tedious  in  the  cure,  if  hap- 
pily they  are  cured  at  all ; which  in  a man- 
ner left  to  themfelves,  or  treated  by  fimple 
remedies,  would,  perhaps,  be  terminated 
more  favorably ; efpecially  where  the  ha- 
bit of  body  is  good,  the  vifcera  found,  and 
the  natural  fecretions  neither  greatly  de- 
fedlive  or  perverted. 

Nothing  can  be  more  blameable  than 
that  precipitate  and  defultory  method  of 

flying 
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flying  from  one  medicine  to  another,  at 
the  appearance  of  every  new  fymptom, 
without  waiting  fufficient  time  to  obferve 
the  effedls  of  any  j it  is  indeed  prefcribing 
for  the  fymptoms  onlyy  inftead  of  attending 
to  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  from  which  they 
fpring  j and  is  not  afting  more  rationally 
than  he  who  fhould  attempt  to  clear  his 
garden  of  weeds  by  only  plucking  off  their 
leaves. 

In  regard  to  lofs  of  blood,  the  quantity 
to  be  taken  away  is  not  fo  much  to  be  de- 
termined by  its  appearance,  as  the  degree 
of  pain,  fever,  and  difEculty  of  breathing; 
for  its  jizinefs  is  not  uncommon  in  pregnant 
womeuy  even  in  a ftate  of  health ; and  in 
difeafes  of  the  inflammatory,  kind,  itfeems 
to  be  the  confequence,  and  not  the  caufe 
of  inflaipmation ; for  the  firft-drawm  blood 
is  feldom  fo  fizy  as  that  taken  away  after 
continuance  of  the  fever, 

When  the  patient  is  young  and  pletho- 
rjCg  the  pulfe  full,  thiift  intenfe,  ikin  dry, 

and 
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and  the  urine  high  coloured ; fhe  may  lofc 
eight  ounces  of  blood,  in  the  beginning, 
with  great  fafety  and  advantage ; and  a 
fmaller  quantity  may  afterwards  be  repeat- 
edly taken  away,  in  proportion  to  violence 
of  fymptoms. 

Large  draughts  of  warm  tea,  or  any 
other  diluting  liquor  may  then  be  given, 
and  afterwards,  bladders  half  full  of  hot 
water  may  be  wrapped  in  flannels  and  ap- 
plied to  foies  of  the  feet,  the  axillce  and 
fides,  in  order  to  lefldn  the  cold  fit,  and  keep 
up  circulation  in  the  extremities  and  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  where  it  is  moft  languid. 

It  might  reafonably  have  been  prefumed, 
that  the  warm  bath  would  have  anfwer’d 
this  intention,  as  it  ads  like  a uni- 
verfal  fomentation  applied  to  the  bodily 
furface ; and  the  rather,  fince  it  has  been 
found  to  procure  almofl:  inftant  eafe  in  other 
diforders  of  the  bowels  ; but  to  the  confu- 
fion  of  all  theory,  in  thofe  cafes  where 
was  tried,  my  expedation  was  difap- 

pointed  j 
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pointed;  and  from  what  I could  learn,  it 
fucceeded  no  better  with  others ; for  the 
greateft  part  of  thofe  died  for  whom  it 
was  diredted : This,  however,  in  fome 

meafure,  might  be  owing  to  want  of 
bleeding,  which  was  generally  negledled 
in  the  beginning  ; or  becaufe,  like  that  re- 
medy it  was  made  ufe  of  too  late,  viz,  after 

t 

the  formation  of  matter  in  the  abdomen. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  warm  bath,  by 
firft  adting  as  a refolvent,  from  abforption 
of  aqueous  particles  into  the  blood,  will 
footh  the  nerves,  relax  the  fkin,  and  en- 
large the  pores,  and  therefore,  tend  to  pro- 
mote a free  perfpiration,  without  heating 
the  body ; and  as  I am  ftill  inclined  to  think 
favourably  of  it,  when  early  applied  after 
bleeding ; could  wifh  to  recommend  it  as 
a remedy  which  deferves  further  trial. 

When  it  is  thought  neceflary,  a bathing 
tub  two  parts  full  of  warm  water,  may 
be  placed  at  the  patient’s  bed  fide,  into 
which  file  may  be  gently  lifted,  and 

fuircred 
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fuffered  to  remain  for  fifteen  minutes,  or 
longer  if  £h.e  does  not  become  faint 
when  taken  out;  a clean,  warm  flieet 
may  inftantly  be  applied  all  over  her  body, 
to  fpunge  up  the’  moifture ; after  which, 
a loofe  flannel  gown,  long  enough  to  come 
down  to  her  feet,  fhould  be  put  on  warm 
next  her  fkin,  and  draughts  of  any  thin 
diluting  fluid  may  then  be  given  to  her 
in  bed,  to  promote  perfpiration.  The 
bath  fhould  only  be  of  a temperate  heat, 
other  wife,  inftead  of  relaxing,  it  will  crifp 
the  fibres  of  the  {kin,  and  defea^t  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  it  was  intended. 

To  evacuate  offending  bile  from  the 
ftomach,  nothing  proved  more  effedlual 
than  the  following  emetic  : 

R.  Tart.  e77iet.  gr.  ii. 

Aq.  alex.  JIrnpi  B ifs 
OxymeU  Scillit.  3 iij  mifee. 

It  adled  fooner  than  Ipecacoanha,  and  did 
not  bring  on  fuch  intollerable  and  long- 

continued 
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continued  iicknefs  after  its  firfl:  operation, 
which  perhaps  might  be  owing  to  a more 
perfed;  folution  of  antimony  by  the  aci-» 
dity  of  oxymel ; it  alfo  feems  to  pofTefs 
a febrifuge  quality,  and  difpofe  the  pa- 
tient to  fwe'at,  an  efFedl  probably  arifing 
from  what  is  common  to  other  emetics 
from  agitation  of  the  body. 

. When  naufea  and  Iicknefs  are  vio- 
lent, the  emetic  fhould  be  weaker;  but  if 
the  ftomach  is  fcarcely  affedled,  it  may 
then  be  wholly  omitted,  and  a gentle  lax-^ 
ative  given  after  bleeding,  which  will  pro- 
cure a free  difcharge  of  bile. 

Bleeding  ought  generally  to  precede  the 
emetic  for  reafons  already  given ; and  alfo 
becaufe  the  abdominal  vifcera  will  fuffer 
lefs,  from  the  efforts  of  vomiting  when  the 
veffels  are  more  empty. 

After  the  offending  bile  has  been  re- 
jected, by  fpontaneous  vomiting,  or  the 
emetic  draught ; the  putrefcence,  and  rancid 
acrimony  of  what  remains,  fhould  alfo  be 

corrected. 
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corredled . Acefcent  vegetable  j uices  feemed 
moft  likely  to  arlfwer  this  intention;  as 
thofe  of  oranges,  lemons,  &c.  I therefore, 
at  firft  diredeci  them  ip  draughts  of  barley 
water ; but  fuch  was  the  tendemefs  and 
irritability  of  the  inteftines,  that,  by  the 
continuance  of  this  method,  the  purging 
became  intolerable,  confequently  they  were 
immediately  laid  afi4e. 

We  alfo  tried  the  f aline  mixture^  where 
the  acid  was  exactly  neutralized,’  and  which, 
on  many  accounts,  bid  fair  for  a ufe- 
ful  medicine ; but  that  likewife  proved  fo 
purgative,  that  it  could  feldom  be  fafely 
continued  without  the  addition  of  fperm. 
ceti  gum.  aval,  which  rendered  it  more 
foft  and  friendly  to  the  bowels ; although 
even  this  alteration  was  not  always  fufEcient 
to  remedy  the  inconvenience  complained  of. 

The  following  draught,  may  be  given 
every  four  or  five  hours,  or  at  any  time 
as  occafion  requires. 

Sperm 


I2I 
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R.  Sperm,  Ceti 

Mucilag,  Gum  Arab,  aa  'hfs  bene 
tritis  & fubaBis^  fenjim  adde 
Succ,  Lmon.  5 lij  cum 
SaL  Abjinth,  faturat, 

Aq,  Cmnamon,  Simp,  B ifs 
Syr,  e Me  con,  5 4 mifce. 

Saline  mixture  given  in  a Rate  of  effer- 
vefcence  has  fometimes  been  known  to 
remove  naufea  at  ftomach,  and  flop  the 
moft  violent  bilious  vomitings,  where  every 
thing  elfe  had  been  tried  in  vain. 

The  frothing  or  conflift  ’which  arifes  on 
mixing  the  acid  and  alkali,  is  more 
properly  ebullition  than  fermentation ; yet 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  the  effedl  of  this 
medicine  thus  adminifterM,  is  produced  by 
fomething  fimilar  to  what  the  Chy  mills  call 
Gas  Sylvejlre^  or  the  effluvia  efcaping  from 
fermenting  liquors,  which  will  fweeten  flelfh 
when  become  putrid. 

So  powerfully  antifeptic  is  ^this  JZMle 
gas,  that  we  are  told,  the  '^ague  "'z2'  ‘'Mar- 
- I . , ’'fefUei 
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fellies  was  flopped  by  its  influence  ; for  that 
dreadful  calamity  fuddenly  ceafed  foon  after 
vintage ; owing,  as  was  fuppofed,  to 
the  vapor  arifing  from  the  immenfe  quan- 
tities of  new  fermenting  wmes. 

Where  this  fever  proceeds  from  violent 
pafliions  of  mind,  and  attacks  thofe  of  ple- 
thoric habits  attended  with  delirium;  .an 
emetic  would  be  irnproper.  Half  an 
ounce  of  lemon-juice,  in  the  fame  quantity 
of  mint-water,  may  therefore  be  given, 
upon  which,  a fcruple  of  fal  abfinth.  dif- 
folved  in  one  ounce  of  pure  water,  may  be 
drank  immediately  after ; fo  as  to  produce 
efferyefcence  in  the  flomach,  from  which 
none  of  the  fubtile  effluvia  can  efcape  ; and 
therefore  it  will  flill  more  effedlually  anfw  er 
the  intention  of  correding  corrupted 
bile,  efpecially  if  the  alkaline  fait  is  al- 
lowed to  predominate  j for  the  procefs  of 
fweetening  and  purifying  rancid  train  oil 
depends  chiefly  upon  its  antifeptic  prin- 
ciple. 


This 
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This  mixture  will  alfo  procure  gentle 
evacuation  by  ftool,  which  is  more  necef- 
fary,  where  no  emetic  has  previoufly  been 
given. 

Thofe  who  direct  medicines  in  this 
difeafe,  are  extremely  divided  in  their 
opinion  concerning  the  diarrhcea ; being 
in  doubt  whether  it  is  criticaly  or  fympto^ 
matic.  An  evacuation  happening  fo  early 
as  to  Li  flier  in  the  difeafe,  cannot  properly 
be  confidered  otherwife  than  fymptomaticy 
as  I have  already  fhewn  ; but  wherever  the 
cafe  appears  perplexing,  the  befl:  and  fureft 
way  will  be  to  keep  a watchful  eye  on  the 
patient ; if  fhe  is  much  relieved  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  this,  or  any  other  difcharge, 
it  never,  ought  fuddenly  to  be  fuppreffed ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  if  the  fymptoms, 
which  before  prevailed,  either  continue 
without  mitigation,  or  are  aggravated ; and 
above  all,  if  her  ftrength  begins  to  fink 
and  decline  j fuch  an  evacuation  fholild  be 
reflrained  or  totally  taken  away,  if  it  is  in 
I 2 the 
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the  power  of  medicine  to  do  it ; witho’ut 
lofing  time  in  making  finical  and  far- 
fetchM  diftiriiftions,  more  ingenious  than 
ufeful : But  however  fimple  and  obvious 
this  obfervation  may  appear,  it  has  not 
been  fufficiently  attended  to. 

When  the  diarrhaea  is  truly  criticaJy 
which  is  feldofn  the  cafe,  it  commences 
later ; the  ftools  have  more  confiftence  knd 
are  of  a yellowifh  hue,  the  belly  is  foft, 
appetite  and  fleep  return,  and  the  patient 
is  much  relieved.  On  the  contrary,  in  the 
Jymptomatic  diarrhoea  ; the  ftools  are  black 
and  flimy,  at  laft  becoming  watery,  and 
fometimes  of  a dark  olive-color,  or  like 
that  of  rufty  iron;  thirft  and  fever  con- 
tinue, and  the  belly  is  tumid  and  painful. 

But  altho^  the  diarrhaea  is  not  ftridtly  cri- 
tical, it  manifeftly  affords  relief  in  the  early 
ftate  of  the  difeafe,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  flopped  by  opiates  or  aJlringentSy 
which  were  found  injurious,  efpecially 
' in  ftrong  plethoric  habits,  where  bleeding 

had 
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had  been  negledted  : By  conftipating  the 
bowels,  they  concentrate  for des  collec- 

ted there,  and  if  the  purging  does  not  re- 
turn, great  oppreffion  at  ftomach  will  fol- 
low, with  increafe  of  thirft,  ficknefs,  and 
naufea  : In  fhori:,  whenever  thefe  medicines 
are  thus  unfeafonably  adminiftered,  they 
will  always  be  attended  with  the  worfl 
confequences,  and  aggravation  of  all  the 
feverifh  fymptoms,  as  I had  frequent  op- 
portunities of  obferving. 

On  the  contrary,  when  the  body  is  kept 
laxative,  the  inteftines  are  unloaded  of  their 
putrid  contents , ficknefs  and  oppreffion  are 
relieved,  and  the  fever  is  confiderably  abated. 

Emollient  clyfers  fhould  be  frequently 
adminiftered,  and  the  longer  they  remain 
with  the  patient,  fo  much  the  better,  as  they 
will  then  more  effedlually  cherifh  the  bowels 
by  their  gentle  warmth  and  relaxing  vapor, 
and  acft  as  internal  fomentations  to  the 
wffiole  abdominal  vifcera  ; befides,  by  be- 
ing abforbed,  they  will  dilute  the  blopd. 
and  become  refolvent.  Seven 
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Seven  or  eight  ounces  of  weak  chicken 
or  beef  water,  without  fat,  fait,  ox  any 
other  addition,  will  anfwer  the  purpfe  ; but 
all  fuch  clyfters  fhould  be  given  only  milk- 
warm,  and  in  fmall  quantity,  otherwife 
they  will  diftend  the  inteilines,  and  by 
creating,  pain  folicit  their  own  expul 0on  and 
foon  be  forced  away. 

Whenever  the  bowels  are  affedled  with 
pain,  opiates^  after  evacuations,  are  befi: 
given  in  clyfters  ; being  then  immediately 
applied  as  it  were  to  the  naked  nerves  of 
the  difeas’d  part ; hence  they  diminilli  ir- 
ritability of  the  inteftines,  relieve  pain,  pro- 
cure fleep,  and  are  lefs  liable  to  effedl  the 
head,  than  when  given  by  the  mouth : 
Thus,  gtt.  xxxx  of  tin^,  thebaic,  may  be 
added,  as  occalion  requires. 

Clyfters  of  the  cathartic  kind,  are’alfo 
neceflary  before  the  ufe  of  purgatives,  when 
the  patient  has  been  long  coftive ; for  where 
the  laft  have  been  given,  and  do  not  readily 
pafs  off ; fevere  griping ' and  tormina  will 
follow,  with  increafe  of  fever. 

Some 
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Some  are  fo  timorous,  that  they  will  not 
venture  to  give  laxatives  ^till.  the  fourth  or 
fifth  day  after  delivery,  left  they  fhould 
check  the  lochial  dif charge^  pr  bring  on  a 
dangerous  purging  ; but  thefe  are  frivolous 
andmnneceflary  cautions  ; for  I never  knew 
lochia  interrupted,  nor  any  diarrhaea  brought 
on  by  their  feafonable  and  proper  ufe  j but 
on  the  contrary,  the  laft  will  often  fuddenly 
happen,  where  the  body  is  fuffered  to  remain 
too  long  coftive,  in  confequence  of  the  in- 
teftines  being  over  diftended  with  indurated 
foeces,  which  create  pain,  and  ftimulate 
them  to  frequent  expulfion,. 

Head-ache,  dilirium,  or  fever,  are  fome- 
times  brought  on  by  omitting  the  ufe  of 
laxatives,  which  may  be  given  with  fafety 
at  any  time,  but  are  indifpenfably  heceffary 
about  the  fecond  or  third  day  after  delivery; 
efpecially  in  ftrong  habits,  where  the  patient 
does  not  intend  to  fuckle  her  child.  In 
fhort,  when  the  body  is  kept  cool  and  tem- 
perate, by  a folutive  regimen^  the  more 

likely 
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likely  fhe  will  be  to  avoid  fever,  for  then 
all  the  natural  fecretions  and  excretions  will 
be  more  regularly  carried 'on. 

The  following , laxative  mixture,  which 
is  extremely  gentle  and  pleafant,  may  be 
directed  in  the  quantity  of  two  or  three 
fpoonful,  or  more,  every  three  or  four  hours, 
till  it  produces  its  proper  effedl. 

I 

R. 

01,  Riciniy  cum  Vitel,  Ovi  folut,  i i 

Mhnn.  calab,  l fs 

Aq,  Hyjfop.  I N\  fiat  Mifiura, 

Soon  as  the  bowels  are  fufficiently  emp- 
tied, the  following  antimonial  powder  may 
immediately  be  adminiftered ; but  fome- 
times  it  proved  violently  irritating,  even  in 
very  fmall  quantities,  and  will  produce  a 
dangerous  fuperpurgation  if  not  managed 
with  the  greateft  caution  : Should  this  hap- 
pen,  five  drops  of  thebaic  tinBure  may  be 
occafionally  added  to  each  dofe  of  the  julep 
in  which  it  is  to  be  given. 


R. 
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R. 

T'art,  emet,  grifs 
Magnes.  alh.  5 / 

accurate  contere  et  fiat  pulv.  in  fiex  portiones 
dividendusy  quarum  fiumat  unam  4^^.  quaq. 
horUy  vel  fiuhinde  pro  re  natay  cum  Cyath. 
yulep.  fiequentis. 

R. 

yulep,  e Camphor.  i vii 
Aq.  Cin.fipt.  ifis. 

Liquor,  anodyh.  Hoff,  ^ifis 

Mifice  et  fiat^ulepum  ut  fiupra  exhihend. 

When  the  firft  or  fecond  dofe  of  powder 
produces  no  fenfible  effed:,  it  ought  to  be 
given  oftener,  and  in  larger  quantity,  ’till 
it  either  creates  naufea  or  gentle  perfipiration; 
without  which,  it  feldom  procures  lafting 
relief.  The  powders  (hould  then  be  given 
by  longer  intervals,  otherwife  they  will  be 
apt  to  weaken  the  patient ; however,  upon 
the  whole,  I know  nothing  better  than 
emetic  tartar  in  very  fmall  dofes,  with  the 
addition  of  an  opiate y if  neceflary,  particu- 
larly 
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larly  after  profufe  evacuations;  for  it  not  only 
feems  to  combat  the  fever,  but  much  more 
fafely  and  effectually  reftrains  the  diarrhaea, 
than  aftringents;  by  promoting  perfpiration 
and  exciting  naufea  at  ftomach,  which, 
in  fome  meafure,  inverts  the  exceffive  pe~ 
riftaltic  motion  of  the  inteftines,  and  pre- 
vents their  frequent  difcharge, 

When  the  patient  was  much  reduced  by 
returns  of  the  evening  paroxyfm,  attended 
Vvith  chilnefs , v/andering  pains,  dejeClion  of 
fpirits,  and  coldnefs  of  the  extremities ; five 
grains  of  Jameses  Powder^  or  the  third  part 
of  a grain  of  emetic  tartar y given  about  an 
hour  before  its  approach,  afforded  fenfible 
relief,  by  producing  a gentle  fweat. 

This  fort  of  perfpiration  may  be  mode-. . 
rately  encouraged  by  plentiful  dilution  with 
weak  tea ; or  if  the  purging  is  violent,  with 
rice  water,  which  generally  agreed  better 
with  the  patient  than  any,  thing  elfe:  But 

the  fweat s excited  by  heating  regimen, 
which  ftimulates  the  folids,  and  increafes 

their 
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their  adlion  on  the  blood,  are  highly  preju- 
dicial, and  often  deftrudiive  to  the  patient, 
as  well  as  thofe  brought  on  by  immoderate 
quantities  of  bed  cloaths,  or  keeping  the 
room  too  hot  and  clofe : Forifthofoin 
perfed:  health  foon  grow  faint  and  languid, 
when  deprived  of  frefh,  pure  air ; the  fame 
effed  in  a much  greater  degree,  will  necef- 
fariiy  happen  in  the  body,  when  weakened 
and  opprelTed  by  difeafe. 

^ Whenever  the  weather  is  intemperately 
hot,  frefh  air  fhould  always  be  allowed  to 
breathe  in  at  that  part  of  the  bedchamber 
moft  diftant  from-  the  patient ; which  will 
gradually  difRife  itfelf  around,  and  revive 
her  exceedingly,  without  the  lead:  danger 
of. taking  cold. 

When  the  bowels  are  dripped  of  their 
mucus,  they  become  fo  exceedingly  tender, 
and  the  dools  are  fo  frequent,  that  die  will 
fink  under  the  difcharge,  if  medicines  of 
the  irritating  kind  are  any  longer  continued. 
Rice  water,  ufed  for  common  drink,  may 


now 
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now  be ' given  with  the  addition  of  gum 
ardbic,  in  the  proportion  of  an  ounce  to  a 
quart;  and  where  the  pulfe  is  feeble  ancf 
the  patient  much  exhaufted,  a fpoonful  or 
two  of  brandy  may  occafionally  be  added  to 
that  quantity,  rather  than  wine,  which  is 
apt  to  turn  four  on  the  ftomach,  and  occa- 
fion  erudation  and  pinchings  in  the  bowels, 
with  increafe  of  the  diarrhaea. 

Nourifhment  that  is  light  and  fimple 
fhould  now  be  given  often,  in  fmall  quan- 
tities ; Beef  or  chicken  water,  poured  from 
the  dregs,  after  the  fat  has  been  taken  off 
the  furfacc,  and  gently  boiled  with  ground 
rice,  and  the  addition  of  cinnamon,  was 
found  to  agree  with  the  ftomach,  and  is  ex- 
tremely foft  and  friendly  to  the  bowels,  as 
it  will  fupply  them  with  artificial  mucus, 
and  nourifti  the  body  at  the  fame  time. 

Whenever  the  ftrength  is  evidently  per- 
ceived to  fink  under  excefs  of  the  diarrhaea ; 
three  grains  of  the  piL  e,  Jlyrace^  or  the 
following  bolus  may  be  given  at  diL 

cretion. 
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cretion,  with  a fpoonful  of  cinnamon- 
water,  or  a very  fmall  quantity  of  any 
other  grateful  fluid.  In  fuch  cafes,  I ob- 
ferved,  that  medicines  in  a folid  form> 
were  longeft  retained,  and  therefore  are 
mofl:  elegible. 

R. 

Pulv,  e Bolo  comp,  cim  Opio  Bi, 

Syr,  e Cort,  Auraj'it,  q,  s,  ut  Jiat  Bolus, 
Should  the  difcharge  notwithflanding 
continue  obftinate,  with  fevere  pains  in 
the  bowels  ; clyflers,  prepared  with  jelly 
of  ftarch  and  the  yolk  of  frefh  eggs,  in 
equal  proportions,  and  diflblved  in  a fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  rice-water,  with  thirty  or 
forty  drops  of  thebaic  tinSlure  may  be  admi- 
niftered  by  intervals,  as  occufion  requires, 
and  will  often  procure  immediate  eafe. 

The  progrefs  of  this  difeafe  is  fre- 
quently fo  rapid,  that  there  is  not  fuffl- 
cient  time  to  wait  for  a diflindt  inter- 
miflion,  as  in  other  fevers  ; and  therefore 
if  the  hark  is  given  at  all,  that  mufl:  be 

done 
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done  without  heflitation,  at  the  very  jirjl 
favourable  opportunity* 

It  was  obferved,  that  this  difeafe  becomes 
a true  febris  purulenta  in  it^  decline,  front 
the  abforption  of  corrupted  fluids  ftagpating 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  altho^  it  was 
JlriElly  inflammatory  in  the  beginning ; fo 
that  putrefadlion  at  that  time  exiiling 
in  the  habit,  like  the  fizinefs  of  blood, 
bilious  vomiting,  and  diarrhaea,  is  truly 
fynftomaticy  being  manifeftly  the  confe- 
quence  and  not  the  caufe  of  this  fever* 
Indeed,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
few  difeafes  are  putrid  in  the  beginning ; 
and  that  all,  or  moft  of  them,  have  a ten- 
dency to  become  fo  towards  their  decline, 
when*  the  vital  powers  of  the  body  are  di- 
minilhed,  and  its  juices  vitiated  by  their 
preceding  excefs,  or  fubfequent  defedl. 

Here  it  were  to  be  wiflied,  the  efficacy 
of  that  fovereign  remedy,  Peruvian  Barky 
might  fecure  the  patient  from  danger ; but 

both 
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both  reafon  and  experience,  as  well  as  the 
very  nature  of  the  difeafe  itfelf,  in  a man- 
ner exclude  all  hopes  of  relief  without  it  is 
direEied  early ; for,  altho’  its  liberal  ufe  might 
poffibly  be  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  putre- 
fadtive  tendency  begun  in  the  body,  by 
the  abforption  of  corrupted  fluids  ; the 
large  quantity  ftill  remaining  in  the  abdo- 
men, from  which  it  cannot  be  evacuated, 
mu  ft  neceflarily  prove  fatal : However,  as 
we  cannot  always  be  certain  when  matter 
is  formed,  all  poffible  means  fhoiild  be 
tried  to  prevent  it ; the  peruvian  hark  ou^it 
therefore  to  be  given  at  all  events,  in  large 
dofes  often  repeated  h and  when  the  circu- 
lation is  languid  and  thd  patient  much  ex- 
haufted ; fpicM  claret,  old  hock,  or  even 
porter,  where  there  is  no  diarrhea,  may  be 
given,  at  difcretion,  to  fupport  her  ftrength. 

It  has  been  feared,  the  ufe  of  bark  mt- 
dicine  might  fupprefs  the  lochia  ; but  I am 
affured  from  repeated  experience,  it  may 
be  given  to  women  after  delivery,  with 

the 
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the  greatefl:  fafety  whenever  neceffary ; for, 

I never  could  obferve  it  produced  any  bad 
efFed:,  or  diminifhedthat  difcharge  ; but  on 
the  contrary,  often  altered  its  quality  for 
the  better ; and  rather  feemed  to  increafe 
its  quantity,  efpecially  in  weak  and  delicate 
women,  where  the  circulation  was  languid. 

Sometimes  the  bark  increafed  the  purg- 
ing, and  even  brought  it  on  after  it  had 
ceafed ; in  fuch  cafes  I found  it  neceffary 
to  join  five  grains  of  pulv.  e bolo  comp, 
cum  opio,  with  each  of  the  following 
draughts. 

R.  ^ ^ ^ 

Corf.  Peruv.  pulv.  g i. 

Aq.font.  Ibifs  leni  igne  coq.  ad  demid,  & 
fub  finern  adjice. 

FoL  Rofar.  rub.Jicc.  5//,  cola. 

R. 

Hujus  colat.  B ifs. 

Extrabl.  peruv.  Cort.  moll.  3 /. 

Fi5l.  Cinn.  Sij.  jlat  haujius  alternis 
horis  exhibendus. 
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Whav  the  firft  draught  was  found  to 
purge  too  much,  I fometimes  direiled  the 
following  : 

R.  Cort.  PerMV.  pulv^  i t. 

Grana't, 

Aq,  Ibii  ad  demid,  coq.  & cola^ 

R.  Hujus  colat, 

Cinn, 

— ^ thebaic  v,  f.  hanjlus, 

Blijlers  have  feldom  been  applied  in 
cafes  of  lying-in  women,  on  account  of 
their  feverity,  efpecially  from  the  fear  of 
that  tormenting  complaint  the  Jhrangury  ,* 
but  if,  as  many  imagine,  they  produce 
their  good  effedts  by  powerful  ftimulus, 
and  railing  inflammation  on  the  Ikin,  rather 
than  the  difcharge  they  occalion ; the  ap- 
plication of  Jinapifms  would  then  effedlually 
anfwer  the  purpofe,  without  any  danger  of 
that  diforderj  and  therefore,  will  deferve 
the  preference  to  blijlers  prepared  with 
cantharidesy 

Notwithftanding,  wx  are  told  blifters 
are  improper  and  injurious,  till  the  fulnefs 
and  frequency  of  the  pulfe  fubfide;  I 
K would 
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would  wifh  it  ever  to  be  remembered,  that, 
whether  we  endeavour  to  relieve  the  patient 
by  this  or  any  other  means,  it  muft  be  early y 
or  it  will  not  be  at  all ; and  therefore,  after 
bleeding  and  evacuations,  before  that  alarm- 
ing fymptom  appears  which  denotes  in^ 
jlammation  oi  the  omentum^  viz.  pain  darting 
from  the  ftomach  towards  the  navel ; it  will 
be  advifeable  to  apply  a blifter  or  finapifm 
to  one  or  both  fides  of  the  abdomen. 

' This  pradltice,  I think,  will  be  fuffi- 
ciently  juftified  by  the  great  relief  they 
afford  in  fixed  pleuritic  pains,  or  where 
ever  there  is  local  inflammation. 

Volatile  liniment Sy  and  penetrating  topics, 
fuch  as  the  following,  have  alfo  been  found 
ferviceable,  particularly  where  the  ufe  of 
bliflers  appears  exceptionable. 

R,  01,  dale,  aniygd,  B ifs. 

Camphor,  5 fs'. 

Sp^’  VO  I at,  aromat,  'biij, 

Tindi,  thebac,  5 ij  inifee, 

Tliefe  are  the  «Aeft  reafons  I can  affign 
for  the  expediency  of  the  remedies  pointed 
out  in  Child^Bed  Fever;  but  I did  not 
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Venture  to  truft  to  them  from  theory,  nor, 
expected  others  fhould  do  fo,  till  time  and 
experience  had  convinced  me  of  their  good 
effedl ; particularly  the  early  lofs  of  bloody 
and  antiphhgijilc  methods 

I cannot  clofe  this  Sedtion  without  the 
following  quotation  from  a French  Memoir 
tranflated  by  Dr.  Whitehead ; and  I men^ 
tion  It  with  greater  pleafure,  becaufe  it 
confirms  my  opinion,  that  the  falutary 
power  of  Medicines  diredted  in  this  Dif- 
eafe,  entirely  depends  upon  their  early  ad-- 
minijlration ; but  chiefly  becaufe  I have  ex-* 
perienc'd  good  effedls  from  the  Method 
therein  recommended. 

This  memoir  was  read  at  a Meeting  of  the 
Royal  Medical  Society,  held  at  the  Louvre^ 
the  6th  of  September  178a,  and  contains 
the  method  of  treating  Child-bed  or  puer- 
peral Fever,  fucccfsfully  employed  by  M. 
Doulcet,  Dodtor  Regent  of  the  faculty  of 
Medicine  at  Paris,  and  one  of  the  Phy- 
ficians  of  the  Hotel-Dieu. 

K a 
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“ The  memoir  upon  which  the  Royal 
Medical  Society  has  been  confulted  by 
government,  and  of  which  we  are  now 
ordered  to  give  an  account,  contains  the 
' defcription  and  treatment  of  a difeafe  which 
has  attacked  lying-in  women  in  the  Hotel- 
DieU  of  Paris,  and  which  has  made  its 
appearance  in  that  hofpital  at  different 
times,  but  more  frequently  than  ever,  fince 
the  year  1774-  The  late  M.  Doulcct 
found  a method  of  curing  this  difeafe, 
extremely  Ample,  and  which  has  never  yet 
failed  of  fuccefs  fince  it  has  been  employed; 

• “ This  rapid  difeafe,  equally  obflinate  to 

the  efforts  of  art  and  refources  of  nature, 
has  cconflantly  refilled  remedies  the  moft 
judicioufly  employed;  Ipecacoanha  itfeify 
which  is  the  bafis  of  the  method  of  cure 
here  recommended,  had  no  more  fuccefs 
than  other  remedies,  till  by  chance  M. 
Doulcet  happened  to  be  prefent  at  the 
very  moment  when  a woman  newly  brought 
to  bed,  was  attacked  wdth  the  difeafe. 
It  commenced  with  vomiting;  and  M. 

Doulcct 
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Doulcet  happily  feizing  the  indication, 
ordered  ffteen  grains  of  Ipecacoan.  to 
he  taken  in  two  dofesy  which  were  again 
repeated  the  next  day.  It  adled  both 
by  vomit  and  ftool,  and  the  evacuations 
were  followed  with  a remarkable  diminu- 
tion of  all  the  fymptoms ; the  alvine  de- 
jodlions  were  fupported  with  an  oily 
potion;  with  the  addition  of  two  grains  of 
Kermes  Mineral ; and  the  patient  was  faved. 

Inftrudled  by  a fuccefs  fo  unexpedled, 
M.  Doulcet  perceived  the  importance  of 
the  moment  of  attack,  and  the  neceffity  of 
taking  the  advantage  of  it. 

The  midwife  therefore,  to  whofe  care 
the  lying-in  women  are  committed,  was 
ordered  ro  adminifter  this  remedy,  and  at 
whatever  hour  of  day  or  night  the  firft 
fymptoms  of  attack  appeared,  fhe  gave 
Ipecacoanha ; and  the  fuccefs  was  in  every 
inftance  the  fame;  fo  that  in  four  months, 
during  which  this  epidemic  difeafe  raged 
with  fury,  near  two  hundred  women  were 
faved  to  fociety,  excepting  five  or  fix, 

who 
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who  all  refufed  to  take  the  vomit,  and. 
were  vidlims  to  their  own  obftinacy.  The 
Method  of  cure,  therefore,  eftablifhed  in 
the  Hotel-Dieu,  and  which  has  never  yet 
failed  of  fuccefs  fince  it  was  applied,  con- 
lifts  in  taking  the  advantage  of  the  moment 
pf  attack,  and  giving,  without  Ipfing  an 
inftant  of  time,  fifteen  grains  of  IpecacO’^ 
an.  in  two  dofiesy  at  the  diftance  of  an  hour 
and  an  half  from  each  other,  and  repeating 
them  again  the  next  day  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, whether  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms 
be  abated  or  not ; and  if  the  difeafe  ftiould 
continue  much  the  fame,  they  are  repeated 
again  the  third,  and  even  the  fourth  day, 
according  as  the  cafe  may  require.  In  the 
intervals  between  the  dofes,  the  efte(ft  of 
the  Ipecacoanha  is  kept  up  by  a potion 
compofed  of  two  ounces  of  oil  of  fweet 
Almonds,  one  ounce  pf  fyrup  of  Marfti- 
Mallows,  and  two  grains  of  Kermes  Mi- 
neral. The  common  drink  is  Linfeed  Tea, 
or  an  infufion  of  Scorzonera  root  edulco- 
rated with  fyrup  of  Althea ; and  toward$ 

the 
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the  feventh  or  eighth  day  of  the  difeafe,  the 
patient  takes  a mild  purgative,  which  is 
repeated  three  or  four  times  according  to 
the  exigency  of  the  Cafe.*^ 

I have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  trying 
this  Medicine  in  the  epidemic  Seaforiy 
when  this  Fever  was  always  moft  fatal; 
but  in  the  anomalous  pu)^rpcral  fever  or 
that  happening  indifferently  at  all  feafons  of 
the  year,  fiom  accidental  daufes,  I have  di- 
redled  it,  at  thtWefji^inferhying-inHofpitaly 
with  good  fuccefs ; in  general,  however,  I 
have  found  fix  or  feven  grains  of  the  Ipeca-" 
coan,  fufEcient  for  the  firft  dofe,  and  if  Nau- 
fea  and  perfpiration  are  much  increafed  after 
repeating  the  dofe,  the  fubfequent  quan- 
tity may  then  be  diminifhed.  Camphorated 
Julep,  which  I prefer  to  the  oily  mixture 
mentioned  by  Doulcet,  with  a few  drops 
of  the  antimonial  Tindlure,  may  afterwards 
be  adminiftered  occafionally  to  keep  up  gen- 
tle perfpiration,  efpecially  towards  Evening; 
and  when  the  flomach  and  bowels  are  free 
from  pain;  a flrong  Infufion  of  Peruvian 

Bark, 
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Bark,  with  Claret,  or  Port  wine  will  afford 
relief.  Julep,  e Camphor,  joined  with  In- 
flilion  of  Bark,  will  not  only  promote  per- 
fpiration,  but  by  warming  and  invigorating 
thegaftric  Nerves,  will  reftrain  its  purgative 
quality,  and  make  it  fit  eafier  on  the  Sto^. 
mach.  Infhort,  the  Seafonable  ufe  of  the 
l^ancety  the  early  exhibition  of  Ipecacoanha^ 
or  Antimonials,  and  the  liberal  and  well 
time  adminiftration  oi  Peruvian  Barky  con- 
ftitute  the  mofl:  effedtual  methods  hitherto 
known,  in  the  cure  of  Child^bed  Fever. 

“ I have  been  informed  {fays  Dr. 
Whitehead  in  his  Preface^  to  this  Memoir, 
that  the  fame  method  of  cure  has  been 
adopted  fince  in  different  parts  of  France, 
and  that  it  has  been  attended  with  the  fame 
fuccefs  as  in  the  Hotel-Dieu.  Thefe  ac-» 
counts,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  are  highly 
flattering,  and  fuch  as  give  the  methods  of 
cure  here  propofed,  a claim  to  ferious  at- 
tention and  impartial  trial ; but  we  cannot 
Gonfider  the  efficacy  of  it  as  fully  afcertain- 
fd,  till  a much  greater  number  of  trials  of 

it 
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it  have  been  made  in  different  places,  and  by 
different  Phyficians/’ 

It  is  neceffary,  however,  to  remind  the 
Reader,  that  the  fuperior  efficacy  of  the 
method  of  cure  here  recommended,  confifts 
wholly  in  its  early  application^  namely,  in 
the  very  moment  when  the  difeafe  com- 
mences; infomuch  that  the  lofs  of  a few 
hours  only,  renders  the  fuc<pefs  fomewhat 
precarious.  This  circumftance  fliould  there- 
fore be  conftantly  held  in  view,  in  every 
trial  of  this  Remedy,  and  the  time  of 
its  application  be  exadlly  marked  in  every 
hiftory  of  fuccefsful  or  unfuccefsful  Cafes. 
The  Memoir  continues  thus, 

“ But  without  entering  into  long  dif- 
cuffion  on  this  fubjeft,  which  would  re- 
quire deeper  refearches  than  the  time  and 
limits  of  this  Report  will  permit.  We  will 
content  ourfelves  with  obferving  that  all 
the  defcriptions  of  this  difeafe,  which 
are  numerous,  prefent  it  under  two  prin- 
ciple charadlers ; that  is,  as  an  highly 
inflammatory^  or  as  a putrid  difeafe.  The 

obfer-s 
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obfervations  of  Johnfon,  Johnftone^  and 
De  la  Roche,  reprefent  it  of  an  injlammatory 
nature^  and  at  the  fame  time  not  fo  alarm- 
' ing ; thofe  of  White ^ Leake ^ and  Slaughter y 
as  the  mojl  putrid  and  mojl  fatal  dijeafe.  Of 
four  women  who  were  attacked  with  this 
difeafe  in  the  Hofpice  de  V augirafd,  three 
had  a weak  pulfe,  remarkable  proftration  of 
ftrength,  and  extremely  foetid  evacuations  % 
and  all  three  died.  The  fourth  was  more 
robuft,  and  the  fymptoms  were  fo  violent 
as  to  require  feveral  bleedings,  and  fhe  was 
the  only  one  who  happily  recoveredd^ 

The  Memoir  writers  have  here  grofsiy  mif 
reprefented my  opinion.  But,  I dare  fay,  with- 
out defign. — Inflead  of  reprefenting  the 
Child-bed  Fever  as  a difeafe  originally  pu-> 
tridi  I have  exprefsly  afferted  the  contrary 
in  page  91,  in  the  following  words  : — ■ 
“ Confidering  the  fuppuration  of  Omentum 
and  large  quantity  of  purulent  fluid  found 
in  the  abdomen  after  death  ; it  is  eafy  to 
fee  how  a Fever  truly  imfiammatory  in  the 
bcginningi  may  foon  become  putridhy  ab- 

forption 
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forption  of  that  fluid,  which  lihe  old  Leven 
will  taint  the  blood,  &c."’ 

Dr,  Home,  in  hisvery  ufeful  clinical  Ex-? 
periments,  page  89  has  not  been  moreexaft 
than  they;  for  in  mentioning  the  caufes 
afligned  for  the  produdion  of  Child-bed 
Fever,  he  fpeaks  thus;  Thofe  who  affirm 
that  an  imflammation  of  the  Uterus  and  In- 
teftines  are  the  caufe  of  the  Difeafe,  as  Dr, 
Hulme  and  Dr,  Leake,  advife  this  evacuation 
(namely)  Bleeding^ 

So  far  from  affirming  that  inflammation 
of  the  Uterus  is  the  caufe  of  this  fever ; at 
page  97 1 have  expreflfed  myfeff  as  follows. 

From  this  preceding  Hiftory  of  the  Child- 
bed Fever,  the  fubfequent  conclufions  may 
be  drawn;  viz.  firff,  that  it  does  not  arife 
from  corrupted  Milk  or  objirupied  Lochia ; 
fccondly,  that  it  is  not  owing  to  injlammation 
gJ  the  Uterus,  &c, — It  is  fomevyhat  extra- 
ordinary, that  thofe  who  undertake  to  com- 
municate the  opinions  bf  others  fliould  be  fo 
much  wanting  in  attention  and  accuracy. 

SECTION 
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SECTION  III. 

Of  the  PropbylaSlic  Method,  or  Means  con- 
tributing to  prevent  the  Difeafe. 

TT  H E Child-bed  Fever,  when  produced 
by  a diftemperature  of  air,  like  the  epe- 
demic  dyfentery,  or  ulcerous  fore  throat, 
may  at  laft  become  infedlious ; ' but 
when  it  only  arifes  from  fuch  accidental 
caufes  as  have  already  been  enumerated, 
and  which  are  confined  to  particular  ha- 
bits and  conftitutions ; I believe  it  will 
then  never  communicate  itfelf  to  a feconcj 
perfon. 

It  is  probable,  that  many  difeafes  which 

are  fore-feen,  might  either  be  prevented  or 

rendered  lefs  dangerous  in  their  event,  by 

what  is  called  the  prophylaSlic  methody  a 

branch  of  phyfic  not  hitherto  fufficiently 
/ # 

cultivated  or  attended  to. 
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Sydenham  fuppofes,  that  of  thofe  womea 
who  die  in  Child-bed,  fcarcely  one  in  ten 
of  them  fail  for  want  of  ftrength,^  or  by 
what  they  have  endured  in  labor ; but  in 
confequence  of  their  riling  too  foon  from 
bed  j and  therefore  he  would  not  have 
them  taken  up  till  the  tenth  day  after  deli- 
very. There  is  fo  much  reafon  in  this  ob- 
fervation,  that  it  ought  to  be  duly  regarded; 
but  r think  it  may  be  faid  with  truth,  the 
proportion  of  thofe  dying  of  Child-bed 
Fever,  compared  to  the  number  who  die 
from  dangerous  or  difficult  labours,  is  at 
leaft  double  of  that  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Sydenham. 

It  is  fometimes  eaifer  to  avoid  the  ap- 
proach of  an  evil  than  to  find  a remedy  for 
it  when  prefent ; therefore  every  attempt 
towards  that  end  will  be  more  or  lefs  necef- 
fary,  in  proportion  to  the  danger  of  the 
evil  itfelf ; and  fince  it  appears  that  Child- 
bed Fever,  in  the  epidemic  feafon,  is  fre- 
quently fatal ; it  would  be  a moft  de- 

firable. 
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firable  circuniftance,  and  a thing  of  real 
importance,  if  means  could  be  devifed  to  fe- 
cure  women  from  its  malignant  influence. 

I am  inclined  to  hope  that  this  is 
-poffible^  at  leafl:  in  a certain  degree  j and 
the  rather  from  what  has  been  judicioufly 
and  experimentally  laid  down  on  the  fub- 
jed:  of  Fevers  and  InfeEiion^  by  Dr.  Lind: 
Or,  although  the  difeafe  fliould  appear, 
the  fymptoms  would  probably  be  milder, 
and  the  event  more  favorable; 

We  have  obferved,  that  when  the  body 
is  endowed  with  exquifite  fenfibility, 
the  more  it  becomes  difpofed  to  receive 
infedioii ; it  would  therefore  be  rational 
and  expedient,  when  this  difeafe  is  moft 
frequent  and  fatal,  to  adminifter  fuch  me- 
dicines, a few  days  before  and  after  delivery^ 
as  have  been  known  to  ftrengthen  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  diminifh  the  fenfibility  and  ir- 
ritability of  the  habit.  Nothing  would  fo 
powerfully  contribute  to  thisend,  as  the  li- 
beral  ufe  of  Peruvian  Bark^  and  mineral  Acids  ^ 

with 
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with  the  calybeat  waters,  particularly  thofe 

of  Pyrmont  or  Spa.  Where  the  nervous 

/ 

fyftem  is  extremely  delicate,  and  thrown 
into  diforder  from  flight  accidental  caufes  ; 
the  prudent  life  of  opium  would  alfo  be 
attended  with  great  advantage  ; it  would 
reftore  reft  to  the  body,  and  tranquility  to 
the  mind,  by  difpofTefling  it  of  thofe 
difquieting  ideas  which  difturb  and  pre- 
vert the  natural  fecretions,  and  tend  to 
excite  fever.  It  has  been  fuppofed,  this 
medicine  would  fufpend  the  bodily  powers, 
and  render  them  torpid  or  fluggifh  in  fha« 
king  off  difeafes,  but  this  appears  too  hafty 
a conjedlure  ; for  in  women  of  hyfteric 
habits,  who  fuffer  from  agitation  of  mind,- 
or  want  of  fleep,  and  where  the  pulfe  from 
thence  becomes  quick,  weak  and  tremu-^ 
lous  ; there  is  not  to  be  found,  a more  fo- 
vereign  and  effectual  cordial  in  the  whole 
Meteria  Medica. 

It  will  alfo  be  neceftary  to  caution  the 
patient  againft  all  fuch  adventitious  caufes 


as 
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as  have  been  known  to  produce  this  fever, 
or  add  influence  to  the  atmofphere  in 
bringing  it  on;  fuch  as  fudden  terror^  or 
long-continued  diflrefs  of  mind  ; * errors  in 
diet^  or  cold  air  admitted  to  the  body  in  a 
full  fiream.  Her  food  jfhould  be  Ample, 
caly  of  digeftion,  and  chiefly  of  the  acef- 
cent  kind;  her  drink  may  be  wine  and 
water,  acidulated  with  orange -juice,  or  any 
' of  the  grateful  acids.  She  fliould  ufe 
gentle  exercife,  and  breathe  a pure,  open  air, 
guarding  againfl:  all  fudden  changes  from 
one  extreme  to  another.  The  bed-chamber 
'after  delivery,  fliould  be  cool,  and  neither 
incommoded  with  much  noife  or  ftrong 
light.  In  a word,  the  body  fliould  be 
kept  ftill  and  quiet,  and  every  thing  care- 
fully avoided  which  difagreeably  engages 
attention  of  mind. 

Nothing  will  fooner  difpofe  the  fluids 
to  putrefaction,  than  long  fajling  which 
occafions  a ftrong  breath,  and  loofenefs  of 
the  teeth ; fo  that  animals  ftarved  to  death. 


may 
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may  be  faid  in  reality  to  rot  alive.  From 
this  * circumftance  may  be  inferred,  the 
great  advantage  of  frequently  taking  ali- 
ment, or  attemperating  acefcent  fluids,  to' 
prevent  difeafes*  of  the  putrid  kind ; for  it 
has  been  obferved,  they, will  long  furvive, 
by  the  ufe  of  water  only,  which  carries  off 
the  acrimonious  falts,  and  rancid  oils,  by 
urine;  and  thereby  hinders  the  juices  from 
becoming  putrid. 

The  pernicious  cuflom  of  binding  the 
body  too  tight,  ought  alfo  to  be  avoided  ; * 
as  it  will  produce  difnculty  of  breathing, 
head-ach,  and  opprellion  at  ilomach. 

Particular  odors  will  likewife  occafion 
bad  effedts,  and  have  an  inconceivable 
power  on  fome  particular  women  of  deli- 
cate hyfterical  habits;  being  fometimes 
known  to  bring  on  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  de- 
lirium or  faintings. 

It  will  be  advifeable  for  the  patient  to 
fuckle  her  child,  at  leaft  for  the  firfl:  month, 
L although 
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although  the  principle  danger  feems  to  be 
over  before  the  end  of  a fortnight. 

Nothing  will  fo  foon  difpofe  women  to 
this  fever,  as  breathing  a putrid,  confined 
air,  efpecially  if  it  be  warm  and  moift; 
for  thefe  qualities  deftroy  its  elaftic  power, 
and  not  only  .render  it  impure  and  unfit  for 
refpiration,  but  more  apt  to  generate  dif- 
cafes  of  the  putrid  kind. 

Peu  gives  a very  ftriking  and  felf-cvident 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  affertion  ; hav- 
ing obferved,  in  hofpitals  where  women 
were  delivered  in  wards  among  the  wound-^ 
ed,  many  of  them  died ; fo  as  to  occafion 
a fufpicion  of  the  fkill  or  attention  of  thofc 
who  delivered  them.^  The  matter  being 
properly  confidered,  they  difcovered,  that 
this  uncommon  mortality  was  owing  to 
putrid  effiuvia  continually  exhaling  from 
the  wounds  of  the  lick ; and  as  a confirm 

mation 

* Pew  la  Pratiq.  des  accouch.  liv,  ii,  cliap.  i,  pag.  268» 
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^nation  of  this  conjecture,  it  was  obferved, 
that  when  the  number  of  wounded  patients 
increafed,  fo  did  this  contagious  fever 
among  child -bed  women,  and  vice  verfa. 

This  circumftance  will  fuggeft  a ufeful 
hint,  which  ought  to  be  duly  regarded  by 
all  thofe  who  have  the  direction  and  fuper- 
intendance  of  public  Lying-in  Hofpitqls. 
The  wards  Ihould  not  be  over  crowded 
with  beds,  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger 
of  breathing  air  rendered  impure  by  too 
many  people  confined  in  a narrow  fpace  ; 
as  well  as  the  cries  of  children  and  noife  of 
fuch  women  as  happen  to  be  in  labor. 
The  different  wards  fhould  not  only  be 
kept  exceedingly  clean,  but  alfo  ventilated 
by  a ftream  of  frefh  air  paffing  frequently 
through  them,  as  they  become  empty  by 
fucceffion. 

When  the  heat  of  weather  is  extreme ; 
the  air  may  be  rendered  cool  and  refrefhing, 
as  well  as  antifeptic,  by  fprinkliiig  the 
boards  with  pure  water  and  vinegar  j for 
L 2 N all 
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all  fluids  in  a ftate  of  evaporation,  have 
been  found  to  generate  cold. 

This  method  was  conilantly  obferved 
at  the  Wejhninjler’-lying-in  Hofpitaly  during 
the  epidemic  feafon.  Such  wards  may 
alfo  be  fumigated  with  fragrant  gums,  as 
thofe  of  Myrrhy  and  gum  copaU  with  the 
a^c^dition  of  Cafcarilla  hark  ; but  above  all, 
the  Reams  of. boiling  vinegar,  to  which 
lavender  flowers  have  been  added,  witli  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  ca?nphirey  may  fre- 
quently be  taken  into  the  lungs,  as  the 
mofl;  grateful  and  effectual  prefervative  that 
perhaps  is  to  be  found. 

That  excellent  praftical  author,  Dr. 
Lind  obferves,  the  admiflion  of  pure  air, 
or  the  moft  perfed:  ventilation,  is  not  al- 
ways fufficient  to  expel  the  infeBious  7uat^ 
ter  from'  the  place  of  its  refidence ; he 
therefore  recommends  the  application  of 
flre  and  finokey  as  the  moil  certain  and  ef- 
fedual  means  of  extinguiffiing  the  fource 
of  contagion : He  alfo  advifes  burning 

wood 
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wood  fires;  for,  it  has  been  experimentally 
found,  that  the  fmoak  of  burning  wood 
not  only  tends  greatly  to  abate  its  violence, 
but  alfo  to  preferve  the  uninfedted  from 
its  malignant  power. 

He  direds  the  wards,  or  infeded  cham- 
bers of  the  fick,  to  be  clofely  fhut  up, 
and  then  fumigated  with  brimjlone Jirewed 
on  charcoal  fires ; he  further  adds,  that 
except  plague  no  infedion  more 

peftilential  and  mortal  has  been  known 
to  prevail  any  where,  than  thofe  in  fome 
fliips ; yet  he  never  knew  any  fhip 
which  did  not  immediately  become  healthy, 
after  being  thus  carefully  and  properly  fu- 
migated ; and  if  we  are  not  mifinformed, 
fome  very  late  accounts  from  abroad  allure 
us,  that  the  plague  itfelf  was  prevented  by 
methods  of  the  like  kind. 

In  the  year  1775,  when  thc'  Child-Bed 
Fever  again  prevailed  with  great  violence,^ 
at  the  Weftminfter- Lying-In  Hofpital,  and 
pmved  fatal  to  feveral  women ; I direded 

the 
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the  beds  in  the  wards  to  be  taken  down,  tho 
curtains  to  be  wafhed,  and  bedcloaths  plac- 
ed in  the  fun,  expofed  to  a ftream  of  frefh 
air ; The  wards  being  then  clofely  jfhut  up, 
were  fumigated  for  two  days  with  Sulphury 
'Pitchy  and  Pohacco  Stalks  on  ch.zx-- 

coal  fires ; after  which  the  walls  were 
white-wafhed,  and  the  wards  being  tho- 
roughly cleaned,  were  fprinkled  with  ca?n^ 
phorated  vinegar.  The  beds  being  then 
replaced,  fuch  was  the  falutary  effedls  of 
this  method,  in  putting  a flop  to  the  dif- 
eafe’,  that  of  feveral  patients  foon  after 
•admitted,  only  two  were  feizcd  with  it, 
one  of  which  died. 

Next  to  the  fmoak  of  burning  wood, 
efpecially  fpritccy  or  that  of  the  terebin- 
thinate  kind  j he  efteems  the  fumes  of  gun- 
pow^der,  for  purifying  a tainted  air.  All 
bodies,  during  their  confumption  by  fire, 
afford  a large  quantity  of  mephitic  air^  which 
has  been  found  pow'erfully  to  refift  putre- 
fadlion  ; and  upon  this  principle,  I believe, 

the 
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the  good  efFedl  of  the  preceding  method 
folely  depends. 

Experiments  fhew,  that  animals  cannot 
long  furvive,  nor  flame  fublift,  without 
the  acceflion  of  frefh,  pure  air j even  a com- 
mon candle  will  require  a gallon  of  this 
fluid  in  a minute.  Confidering  therefore,'  that 
the  atmofphere  is  continually  injured  by 
the  corruption  of  perifhable  bodies  and 
the  effedl  of  artificial  fires,  with  thofe  im- 
menfe  ones,  proceeding  from  volcano’s  ; it 
feemed  a matter  of  wonder,  how  the  air 
could  fl:ill  preferve  its  original  purity ; ^till 
Dr.  Friejlly  difcovered,  that  the  perfpirable 
matter  or  effuvia  of  vegetables  is  the  grand 
refource,  and  fovereign  remedy  which  na- 
ture applies  to  reftore  the  falutary  princi- 
ples of  air,  thus  injured  and  rendered  unfit 
for  refpiration. 

From  this  circumftance,  it  will  appear 
no  irrational  caution,  to  place  pots  of 
myrtle,  fouthern-wood,  or  mint  in  the 
chamber  of  the  fick,  during  the  epedemical 
fecfQn ; as  thofe  vegetables  are  continually 

throw- 
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throwing  ofF  their  anticeptic  vapot . But  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  good  thus  pro-, 
duced  is  not  owing  to  any  aromatic  qua- 
lity j for  vegetables  of  an  offenfive  fmell, 
and  even  fuch  as  were  almoft  inodorous, 
were  found  moft  powerful  in  refifting  the 
putrefcent  quality  of  air. 

Hence’ the  cuftom,  with  fome  of  putting 
green  bows  round  the  lick,  or  fprinkling 
the  ground  with  new  gathered  leaves,  and 
flowers,  on  the  fuppofition  of  affording  re- 
frefhment,  and  difpofing  the  patient  to  fleep, 
does  not  feem  ill-founded ; for  although 
they  were  ignorant  how  fuch  relief  was 
procured,  they  might,  notwithftanding, 
have  fagacity  enough  to  obferve  the  effect 
was  certain.  ' • 

^ The  Matrons  of  all  Public  Hofpitals,  in 
cafes  of  extreme  danger,  ought  to  admi- 
nifler  the  medicine  prefcribed  with  their  ' 
own  hands ; they  fhould  alfo  take  care  the  ‘ 
nurfis  do  their  duty,  and  frequently  fupply 
the  patients  with  clean,  well-aired  lineii ; 

other- 
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otherwife,  the  warmth  of  weather  in 
mer,  added  to  the  heat  of  body,  may 
occafion  a corruption  of  lochia,  which  will 
taint  the  air,  and  not  only  render  it  oflfenlive, 
but  highly  noxious. 

During  the  firfl:  weak  or  ten  days  after 
delivery,  women  fliould  wear  half  fliifts 
and  fkirts,  for  the  greater  conveniance  of 
changing  them  with  eafe,  as  occafion  may 
require. 

In  fuch  Hofpitals  there  ought  to  be  par-* 
ticular  beds  or  couches,  for  the  fake  of  de- 
licacy and  neatnefs,  as  well  as  to  keep  the 
reft  dry  and  clean  : Thefe  delivery  beds, 

as  they  are  called,  being  placed  upon  cafiers, 
may  be  brought  clofe  to  another  bed  pre-* 
pared  for  the  reception  of  the  patient,  into 
which  Ihe  may  be  gently  conveyed,  after 
refting  a little  to  recover  her  ftrength  and 
fpirits  from  the  fatigue  of  labor:  This 

method  wdll  afford  exceeding  comfort  and 
refreffiment  to  a woman  after  delivery,  and 
will  alfo  contribute  greatly  to  her  recovery, 

by 
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by  removing  her  from  the  wet  linen,  which* 
otherwife,  woulcfTubjed  her  to  take  cold. 
The  mattrefles  and  bedding  fhould  often 
be  infpedled,  and  frequently  expofed  to  the 
fun  and  open  air ; and  all  foul  linen  fhould 
immediately  be  removed  out  of  the  wards ; 
together  with  the  putrid,  bilious  fluids, 
rejedted  by  the  ftomach  or  bowels. 

When  the  patients  at  the  Wejlminjler 
Lying-In  Hofpital  were  helplefs,  and  una-»- 
ble  to  fit  up  in  bed  ip  take  refrefliment ; 
. they  were  fupported  by  a kind  of  half  chair  ^ 
made  for  that  purpofe,  and  placed  behind 
the  back,  which  was  found  extremely  ufe-. 
ful  on  fuch  occalions, 
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SECTION  IV, 

Hijlory  and  T*reatment  of  Child-bed  Fever 
further  illuf  rated  by  CafeSy  with  FraElical 
Remarks  on  the  whole,  Alfo  occafonal 
Animadverfions  on  the  SedUon  of  the 
Symphyfs  VuhiSy  as  a fubfitute  for  the 
Caefarian  Operation, 

reader  will  find  that  the  following 
Cafes  were  not  fet  down  with  any 
intention  to  fhow  how  fuecefsfully  they 
were  treated ; but  rather  as  examples  of 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  this  difeafe, 
which  was  oftentimes  fuch  as  neither  art 
or  nature  had  power  to  fubdue  : I have 
paid  no  regard  to  the  caution  of  omitting 
fome  of  thofe  where  it  was  fatal,  or  of 
inferting  others  when  the  event  was  favor- 
able j in  Ihort,  I have  no  were  fupprefled 
the  mention  of  a fingle  circumftance  which 
I thought  could  prove  of  the  leaft  ufe  in 

being 
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being  known ; but  have  defcribed  it  as  X 
found  it  in  the  epidemic  feafon^  and  as  it 
will  be  found  by  others,  under  the  like  dr- 
cumftances,  viz.  dangerous  in  its  nature, 
and  difficult  of  cure. 

From  what  has  been  advanced,  it  appears 
that  the  human  hodf  is  fo  conftituted,  as 
only  to  fuftain  violence  to  a certain  degree ; 
and  therefore,  if  the  force  of  a dangerous 
difeafe  be  fuperadded  to  that  indifpofition 
brought  on  the  habit  by  delivery,  it  is  ge- 
nerally then  much  more  fatal  than  at  any 
other  time ; fo  that  certain  maladies  which 
might  have  been  feparately  endured,  be- 
come deftrudlive  by  their  united  power. 
In  the  fmall pox y for  inftance,  taken  in  the 
natural  way,  about  one  in  feven  or  eight 
may  probably  die ; but  fuppofing  thofe 
affedled  with  it  to  be  women  at  the  point  of 
delivery^  very  few  of  the  whole  number 
will  be  found  to  recover. 


CASE 
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CASE  I. 

Elizabeth  Waters ^ a young  woman  of  a 
Strong  healthy  habit,  aged  twenty  one,  was 
delivered  in  the  Wejiminjler  New  Lying-^in 
Hofptal^  April  the  7th,  1768.  On  the 
the  fourth  day  after,  fhe  complained  of  head- 
ach,  which  fhe  faid  was  owing  to  her  be- 
ing difturbed  by  another  patient  in  labor, 
who  lay  near  her  in  the  fame  ward  : Her 
pulfe  was  tolerably  good,  and  neither  very 
full  nor  frequent,  but  as  her  head-ach  con- 
tinued till  the  next  morning;  eight  ounces 
of  blood  was  then  taken  from  the  arm, 
which  afforded  her  much  relief.  She  had 
milk  in  her  breafts,  and  the  lochia  were 
difcharged  in  due  quantity,  without  any 
pain  or  tenfion  of  the  belly.  Two  days 
after,  the  pain  in  her  head  returned  with 
violence,  attended  with  thirft  and  fever,  for 
which  fhe  loft  feven  ounces  more  blood  : 
fhe  took  a laxative  mixture,  which  had  its 
proper  effed:,  and  afterwards  the  faline 

draughts 
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draughts  every  four  or  five  hours,  from 
. which  fhe  fcemed  better  j but  as  the  pain 
in  her  head  ftill  continued,  I diredled  leeches  - 
to  her  temples  the  next  evening,  which 
gave  her  eafe. 

She  was  apparently  much  better  for  a 
few  days,  her  appetite  being  good,  and  her 
afpedt  chearful;  but  foon  after  relapfed, 
and  was  feized*  with  fevere  and  excrutiating 
pains,  like  thofe  of  acute  rheumatifm,  in 
in  her  limbs  and  body  : She  became  quite 
helplefs,  and  was  not  able  to  turn  herfelf 
in  bed  without  affiflance, 

I attended  this  patient  with  Dr.  Bricken^ 
deHj  one  of  the  phyficians  of  the  hofpital. 

'We  diredled  antimonial  powders,  which 
fhe  took  occafionally,  but  without  much 
relief ; as  the  pains  continued,  with  a 
flow,  lingering  fever,  for  feven  or  eight 
days ; and  when  they  abated,  were  fucceded 
by  a number  of  bluifli  difcolorations  on  the 
ikin,  which  were  terminated  by  abfceffes 
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ill  different  parts  of  her  body  : As  they  ad- 
vanced flowly,  and  did  not  point  with  ten- 
tion  and  rednefs,  but  were  foft  and  of  a 
pale,  livid  hue;  we  direfted  the  with 
wine  and  good  nourifhment  to'  quicken  the 
circulation,  and  affift  nature  in  bringing 
them  forwards,  for  they  plainly  appeared  of 
the  critical  kind ; but  notwithftanding  they 
were  conftantly  poulticed  tv/ice  a-day,  not 
one  of  them  came  to  fuppuration,  even  at 
the  end  of  fix  weeks  from  the  beginning  of 

the  diforder ; the  was  therefore  removed,  to 

» ^ 

the  Wejiminjter  Hofpital^  where  the  abfcefles 
in  number  eighteen^  as  I was  informed,  - 
were  openned,  and  after  remaining  fome 
weeks  there,  fhe  at  laft  recovered ; and 
being  cured  and  difcharged,  came  and  re- 
turned thanks  at  the  Lying-In  HofpitaL 

CASE. 
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C A S E II. 

• \ 

Elizabeth  Beckett  aged  twenty-fix,  and 

of  a healthy  conftitution,  after  a difficult 
labor  which  lafted  feveral  hours,  was  deli- 
vered of  a dead  -child  at  the  HofpitaU  Ee^ 
bruary  the  i8th,  1769. 

i 

She  was  affed:ed  with  head-ach,  and  fick 

I 

at  ftomach,  from  the  day  of  delivery,  but 
did  not  vomit. 

February  19.  Her  pulfe  being  frequent, 
and  fomewhat  full  and  ftrong;  and  the 
head-ach  violent,  I direcfled  eight  ounces  of 
blood  to  be  taken  away ; an  emollient 
clyfter  was  then  adminiftered,  and  ffie  af- 
terwards took  the  faline  draughts,  wdth 

Ifperm.  ceti  every  five  or  fix  hours.  To- 

\ 

wards  evening  fhe  had  four  bilious  flools, 
and  appeared  better. 

20th.  Her  thirfi:  was  exceffive,  her 
tongue  white  and  dry,  ffie  perfpired  little, 
and  had  three  evacuations  by  ftool;  ffie 

diluted 
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diluted  plentifully  with  weak  tea,  and  took 
her  medicines  as  before; 

2 1 ft.  Slept  little,  her  eyes  were  blood- 
ftiot  and  prominent,  and  her  head-ach 
not  abated ; her  Ikin  was  dry,  and  her 
piilfe  being  ftronger  than  ufual  in  fuch 
cafes,  eight  ounces  more  blood  were  taken 
away. 

a ad.  She  flept  the  preceding  night ; her 
head-ach  greatly  relieved,  and  all  the  fe-^ 
brile  fymptoms  manifeftly  abated ; not- 
withftanding,  ftie  remained  weak  and  help- 
lefs,  and  had  involuntary  ftools  for  a few 
days  after ; but  as  her  ftrength  increafed, 
this  inconvenience  went  off,  and  in  a fort- 
night's time  from  the  firft  attack,  ftie  per- 
feflly  recovered. 

The  milk  continued  till  the  fifth  day,  and 
the  lochial  difcharge  did  not  feem  altered 
from  its  natural  ftate. 

REMARKS. 

I would  not  here  have  it  inferred  that 
thefe  two  patients  recovered  becaufe  bleed- 
M ing 
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ing  was  diredled ; but  rather  from  their 
having  this  fever  when  the  feafon  was  not 
epidemical -y  for  I have  already  remarked,  that 
the  attack  is  not  then  fo  violent,  and  all 
the  fubfequent  fymptoms  are  lefs  fevere ; 
The  fliivering  fit  in  the  beginning  is  ge- 
nerally lefs,  and  the  diarrhaea  and  bilious  vo- 
miting are  either  inconfiderable,  or  do  not 
appear  at  all ; the  pulfe  is  neither  fo  quick 
or  weak,  and  the  difeafe,  inftead  of  being 
terminated  about  the  tenth  or  eleventh  day, 
it  often  protradted  beyond  that  period,  from  , 
acute  becoming  truly  chronical^  ^nd  then 
feldom  proving  fatal. 

Eliz.  Burgefs  was  the  firfit  patient  feized 
with  Child-Bed  Fever  in  the  epidemic  fea- 
fon ; Ihe  was  delivered  on  the  6th  of 
Decembery  1769,  and  died  about  twelve  days 
after;  but  the  particulars  of  her  cafe  I 
cannot' diftindtly  remember. 

CASE  IIL 

"Juliana  Fhompforiy  aged  twenty-one,  and 
of  a delicate  habit,  having  received  a ftroke 


on 
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oh  her  belly,  was  fuddenly  feized  with 
labor,  and  delivered  in  a chair  as  flie  was 
coming  to  the  hofpital,  December  the  7th, 
1769. 

She  continued  pretty  well  for  the  two 
firft  days,  but  was  languid  and  de- 
jected in  fpirits,  having  had  a flight  ute- 
rine haemorrhage  from  the  time  fhe  re- 
ceived the  hurt  to  that  of  being  delivered. 

December  i o.  Was  feverifh  and  thirfty^ 
and  complained  of  great  pain  in  her  head  % 
there  was  no  appearance  of  milky  and 
the  lochia'  were  difcharged  in  natural 
quantity.  She  took  lenitive  elect,  with 
oil  of  almonds,  which  procured  her  two 
or  three  evacuations  \ third:  and  fever 
were  abated,  and  head-ach  was  much 
better. 

nth.  Continued  better,  and  was  able 
to  fit  up  in  bed. 

i2th.  Her  face  was  florid,  her  cheeks 
were  befet  with  a deep  crimfon  color,  and 
the  pulfe  was  quick  and  weak ; the  tongue 
M looked 
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looked  clean,  though  her  thirft  was  intenfc  j 
fhe  diluted  plentifully  with  tea  and  barley* 
water ; the  faline  mixture  with  fperm. 
ceti  was  given  occafionally,  and  a clyfter 
ofbeef-water  diredled  to  be  adminiftered. 
Towards  evening  difficulty  of  breathing 
came  on,  with  oppreffion^at  her  breaft,  and 
pain  in  her  left  fide. 

When  I vilited  this  patient  with  T>x.Ford^ 
we  diredled  the  tartar  emetic  in  the  third 
part  of  a grain  to  be  given  every  four  or 
five  hours,  and  a hlijler  to  be  applied  to 
her  fide ; the  emollient  clyfter  was  alfo 
repeated. 

She  had  fix  or  feven  rriotidns  in  the  night, 
and  the  next  day  appeared  eafier,  but  was 
languid  and  weak;  her  pulfe  continued  very 
quick,  and  the  blifter  did  not  rife. 

As  there  was  fediment  in  her  uririe,  with 
figns  of  remiffion,  we  thought  it  advife- 
able  to  try  the  bark  in  decodiion  ; but  it 
purged  her  immoderately,  although  the 

Ample 
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iimple  cinnamon^ water  was  added,  and 
therefore  it  was  left  off. 

Next  day  flie  complained  of  pains 
ihooting  downwards  from  her  ftomach  to 
the  navel,  for  which  a volatile  liniment  was 
applied,  but  as  it  did  not  procure  much 
relief ; we  diredled  a hath  the  day 

following,  in  the  manner  already  mentioned 
at  p.  117  j a long  flannel  gown  being  next 
her  flcjn,  Ihe  was  afterwards  put  into  a 
warm  bed,  and  fupplied  with  beef-tea  and 
other  fluids,  in  order  to  encourage  perfpi^ 
ration. 

Bladders  half  filled  with  warm  water, 
and  wrapped  in  flannels,  were  applied  to 

her  ftomach  and  fides,  where  flie  ftill  com- 

\ 

plained  of  pain  and  oppreflion,  and  the 
emollient  clyfters  were  alfo  continued,  with 
XXX  of  thebaic  tinBufe. 

The  next  day  her  belly  began  to  fwell, 
though  the  purging  ftill  continued ; fhe 
had  partial,  faint  fweets  on  her  breaft  and 
face,  and  was  now  extremely  weak,  though 

perfectly 
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perfedlly  fenfible,  but  could  take  nothing 
except  nourifliment  for  feveral  days  before 
her  death,  which  happened  on  the  25th 
of  December^  being  the  fifteenth  day  from 
the  time  of  the  febrile  attack. 

Margaret  Walker^  another  patient  in  the 
fame  ward,  was  delivered  on  the  1 1 th  of 
December y and  fickned  foon  after  the  for- 
mer : They  both  lay  ill  at  the  fame  time, 

and  labored  under  fymptoms  fo  exadtiy 
fimilar,  that  it  would  be  unneceffary  to 
fet  down  the  particulars  of  this  laft  cafe : 
She  died  on  the  21ft  of  the  faid  month, 
nine  days  after  being  feized  with  the 
difeafe. 

C A S E IV. 

Mrs.  T.  a lady  near  the  Abbey  in 
Wejl-minflery ; young,  and  of  a ftrong  and 
healthy  habit,  after  a labor  perfedtly 
natural,  was  faddenly  attacked  with  a 
violent  fhiver^ng  fit,  the  third  day  after 
delivery,  being  the  ift  oi  January  1770; 

She 


ON  CHILD-BED-FEVER. 


She‘  was  alfo  affed:ed  with  a thrilling, 
uncommon  fenfation,  as  if  a cold,  wet 
flieet  had  been  wrapped  round  her  body. 

She  complained  of  head-ach,  and  was 
fick  at  ftomach ; during  the  excefs  of 
febrile  heat,  her  pulfc  beat  a hundred  and 
thirty  ftrokes  in  a minute,  and  was  more 
full  and  ftrong  than  ufual  in  this  fever; 
her  countenance  was  florid,  and  much 
altered  from  its  natural  ftate,  having  an 
unufual  ftare  with  her  eyes. 

Small  portions  of  emetic  tartar,  viz.  the 
fourth  part  of  a grain,  were  given  with 
the  faline  mixture,  every  four  hours  : She 
diluted  plentifully  with  barley  water  and 
balm^tea,  but  did  not  perfpire. 

Second  day  after  the  attack,  a violent 
bilious  purging  came  on;  the  antimonial 
powders  w^ere  then  given  by  longer  inter- 
vals; the  faline  mixture  was  difcontinued, 
and  emollient  clyfters  were  direfled : She 
took  rice-water,  and  the  white  decoftion 
for  common  drink. 


The 


I 
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The  fever  and  diarrhaea  continued  vi- 
olent for  three  or  four  days ; her  belly 
fwelled,  and  fhe  frequently  complained 
of  much  pain  at  the  bottom  of  her  fto-. 
mach,  and  towards  the  navel : Sometimes 

there  feemed  to  be  obfcure  lims  of  re- 

) o 

miflion  in  the  morning ; but  towards 
evening,  the  fever  again  returned  with 
violence. 

She  apparently  grew  worfe,  and  as  I 
was,  at  that  time,  ill  and  unable  to  give 
her  due  attendance,  I delired  Dr.  Hunter 
might  be  ' called  in,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done.  He  diredled  eight  ounces  of 
blood  to  be  taken  away ; the  clyfters  to 
be  repeated,  and  a bladder,  filled  with 
fcalded  bran,  to  be  applied  warm  to  the 
umbilical  region.  The  next  day,  I met 
Dr.  Hunter^  and  Dr.  Hugh  Smith  : The  far 
line  draughts,  with  ^fs  of  confeSl,  da^ 
mocratis  were  diredlpd  every  fix  hours, 
and  in  other  refpedts,  much  the  fame 
method  was  purfued  as  before. 


When 
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When  Dr.  Smith  vifited  this  patient  with 
me  the  day  following,  we  found  her  delU 
rious,  and  therefore,  inftead  of  the  con* 
fed:,  damocratis,  9i  of  pulv.  contrayer. 
c,  was  added  to  each  faline  draught,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  continued  as  before  i 
Four  fpoonful  of  tin^lure  of  rofes  were 
given  by  intervals  and  clyfters  of  chicken- 
water  direded  to  be  adminiftred  frequently. 
The  two  following  days  I was  prevented 
from  feeing  her ; during  which,  fhe  took 
medicines  of  the  warm  cordial  kind,  but 
without  perfpiration,  or  any  abatement  of 
the  febrile  lymptoms. 

A few  days  before  her  death,  flie  was 
delirious ; her  eyes  were  blood-fhot  and 
filled  with  involuntary  tears ; a miliary 
eruption  appeared  very  thick  on  her  breaft 
and  body,  and  her  ftools,  which  were 
frequent  and  very  foetid,  came  away  in- 
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heeches  were  then  applied  to  her  temples  | 
the  clyfters  were  repeated,  and  her  ftrength 
was  fupported  by  nourifhment  and  wine, 
but  without  a falutary  efFedl ; for  on  the 
twelfth  of  January  fhe  died ; and  feveral 
hours  before  her  death  became  perfedtly 
fenfible. 

- The  lochia  were  difcharged  in  due  quan- 
tities, but  there  was  no  fecretion  of  milL 

REMARKS. 

The  figns  of  putrefadlion  iq  this  pa-» 
tient  before  death,  were  very  evident : 
The  fmell  of  the  room  feveral  days  after 
fhe  was  buried  being  intolerably  offenfive, 
notwithftanding  it  had  been  thoroughly 
cleanfed  and  fumigated  with  frankincenfe. 

Purgative  medicines^  which  are  found  fo 
extremely  beneficial  in  the  fecondary,  pu- 
trid fever  after  the  fmall-pox,  cannot  here 
be. employed  to  advantage,  becaufe  of  the 
tendernefs  of  the  bowels  and  exceflive  lofs 
of  ftrength  from  the  preceeding  dirrhaea ; 

fo 
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fo  that  Peruvian  bark^  with  opiates  and 
frequent  nourifhments,  feena  mofl:  likely 
to  afford  relief,  where  that  i§  in  the  power 
of  medicine ; but  imfortunately,  the  Rate 
of  the  patient  is  generally  at  this  time 
fuch,  for  the  reafon§  already  given,  as  ex- 
eludes  all  human  affiftance. 

Where  the  ftpols  are  exceflively  putrid, 
it  might  be  worth  while  to  try  the  effedls 
of  fluids  which  contain  a large  quantity  of 
fixed  air,  given  in  clyflers,  as  they  have 
been  found  powerfully  to  refifl  putrefacr 
tion,  agreeable  to  fome  late  hints  in  Dr, 
Priejily^s  curious  tradl  on  the  method  of 
impregnating  water  with  fixed  air. 

Elizabeth  Tomkins^  alfo  died  of  this  fe- 
ver, the  15th  of  yanuary^  ^77^* 

C A S E V. 

Mary  Evans^  aged  twenty-nine,  was 
delivered  February  the  5th,  1770,  with- 
out any  uncommon  circumftance  attend- 
ing her  labor,  which  was  eafy  and  natural. 

Her 
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Her  habit  of  body  was  apparently  good, 
but  being  crooked  and  narrow-chefted,  Ihe 
was  fubjedt  to  habitual  difficulty  of  breath-» 
ing.  She  took  an  anodyne  draught,  with 
fperm.  ceti,  and  palfed  a good  night  after 
delivery. 

February  6th.  Perfpired  gently,  and 
was  free  from  pain  and  fever. 

7 th,  At  feven  in  the  morning  attacked 
with  a flight  Ihivering  fit  which  lafted 
about  fifteen  minutes,  but  was  not  fuc-. 

^ Ceeded  by  any  violent  degree  of  feverilh 
heat ; Ihe  took  the  antimonial  powders 
every  three  or  four  hours,  and  fell  into  d, 
gentle  perfpiration,  which  feemed  to  re^ 
lieve  her ; an  emollient  clyfter  was  alfo 
diredled. 

8th.  Refted  the  preceding  night,  and 
continued  tolerably  ealy ; Ihe  had  one  bi- 
lious ftool  in  the  morning,  was  weak  and 
languid,  but  free  from  pain  and  got  fome 
flecp. 

9 th, 
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9th.  At  nine  in  the  morning  had  a 
fhivering  fit,  which  was  relieved  by  drink-* 
ing  warm  fluids  and  the  application  of 
hot  flannels  to  her  extremities  and  fides ; 
in  a few  hours  the  cold  fit  in  a flight  de- 
gree returned,  and  was  fucceeded  by  fever, 
and  partial  fweats  on  her  breafts  and  tem- 
ples ; fhe  had  fome  reft  the  former  part  of 
the  night,  but  at  two  o’clock  was  waked 
by  violent  gripings  and  tormina  in  the 
bowels,  followed  by  nine  or  ten  bilious 
flools,  after  which  fhe  had  eafe. 

I oth.  About  twelve  at  noon  was  feized 
with  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  in 
the  time  of  infpiration,  affedted  with  into-^ 
lerable  acute  pain  flriking  down  from  the 
breafl  to  the  navel ; but  there  was  no  ten* 
fion  or  pain  in  the  belly,  nor  any  fymptom 
that  could  ftridlly  be  called  uterine,  the 
lochia  being  neither  foetid  or  deficient  in  quan-^ 
tity : her  pulfe  at  the  fame  time  was  quick, 
and  unequal ; but  confidering  her  great 
difficulty  in  breathing,  fix  ounces  of  blood 


were 
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wefe  taken  away,  arid  the  felldwing  mix- 
ture  was  given  occafionally  ; a broth  clyfter 
with  g^^*  XX.  of  thebaic  tindure,  was  alfa 
direded,  and  fhe  took  rice-water  or  decod; 
alb.  for  common  drink. 

R. 

La£l,  Afumoniac.  l vii. 

Sper^  Geti  folut,  5 //. 

'Elioc,  paregoric.  5 in. 

Fiat  Mijiura  cujus  fumat  Cochlearina  dm 
fubinde  urgente  dolore  vel  dy/pncea. 

. After  bleeding,  her  pulfe  beconie  fonie- 
what  ftronger,  and  its  ftrokes  were  more 
diftind  and  free  % the  pain  and  difficulty 
of  breathing  were  a little  abated,  and 
Ihe  pafled  a tolerable  good  night  with  re- 
frefliing  flumbers. 

nth.  In  the  morning  fhe  was  weak, 
but  free  from  pain  or  much  fever,  and 
breathed  with  confiderable  eafe  ; about 
three  in  the  afternoon,  fhe  became  feverifh 
again ; and  in  the  evening,  her  pulfe  was 
quick  and  almoffc  imperceptibly  weak ; 

her 
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' her  limbs  were  cold,  and  partial,  clammy 
fweats  overfpread  her  face  and  temples.. 

I direded  two  fpoonful  of  the  followitig 
mixture  to  be  given  every  two  or  three  hours# 

R. 

Spec.  e.  Scord.  c.  cum  opio  5 /* 

Aq.  Cm.  Jimp^  % vi. 

- — Nucis  Mofehat.  § , 

Syr^  e.  Corf,  auranti,  i fs-Jiat  Mtjiura* 
An  anodyne  clyfter  was  diredted  as 
before ; her  extremities  were  kept  warm 
with  hot  flannels,  and  flie  pafled  a reftlefs 
night,  being  delirious  by  turns.  At  four  in 
the  morning,  flie  had  four  black,  foetid 
Rools,  which  were  voided  without  pain.  At 
feven  flie  was  perfedtly  fenfible,  and  fo 
continued  ’till  the  hour  of  ten,  at  which 
time  fhe  calmly  expired,  being  the  fifth 
day  from  the  febrile  commencement# 

The  lochial  dif charge  was  natural,  and 
flie  had  milk  at  the  ufual  time,  which  left 
her  foon  after  the  febrile  attack. 


DIS- 
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After  making  an  incilion  into  the  abdo- 
fnen,  from  the  navel  to  each  anterior  angle 
of  the  os  ilium,  and  turning  down  the 
mufcular  flap  over  the  pubes  ; feveral 
ounces  of  whitey  curd-like  pus  covered  the 
furface  of  the  inteftines ; if  did  hot  riin  out 
when  the  abdominal  cavity  was  laid  open, 
being  df  a much  thicker  confiftance  than 
common  matter.  On  farther  examina- 
tion, I found  the  great  eft  part  of  the 
omentum  melted  down,  and  formed  this 
purulent  concrete;  and  that  the  fmall  portion 
remaining,  was  much  inflamed,  and  flightly 
adhered  to  the  inteftines.  . About  a pint 
and  a half  of  putrid  fluid,  like  whey,  was 
found  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  mixed 
with  concreted  matter,  and  bits  of  black 
grumous  blood  which  feemed  to  have  efcap- 
ed  from  the  eroded  veflels  of  the  omentum. 


The 
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The  uterus  was  contraded  to  the  fize  of 
a fwan’s  egg,  and  Ihrunk  down  below  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis  : On  cutting  into  its 
cavity,  fmall  flaky  pieces  of  the  falfe  cho- 
rion were  found  adhering  to  its  furface^ 
but  it  did  not  contain  any  kind  of  fluid ; 
in  fhort,  this  part,  as  well  as  the  bladder* 
was  perfedily  found,  and  without  the  leaft 
mark  of  inflammation,  or  other  morbid 
affedion. 

The  fubibance  of  liver  was  alfo  found, 
but  appeared  pale,  bloodlefs,  and  as  if  it 
had  been  par-boiled ; the  gall-bladder  was 
full  of  blackifh  bile* 

The  Jlomach  and  inteJUnes  were  in  their 
natural  flate ; the  firfl:  contained  half  a 
pint  of  a watery  blackifh  fluid,  which 
fmelled  like  rancid  bile;  and  in  the  lail 
was  found  twice  that  quantity  of  dark 
green  fluid,  fomewhat  like  that  in  the 
flomach. 

The  fpleen  was  large;  but  found. 

N 


The 
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The  fternum  being  raifed,  the  lungs 
appeared  of  a livid  hue,  but  on  cutting 
into  their  fubftance,  neither  pus  nor  tuber- 
cles were  found,  nor  any  ligns  of  inflam- 
mation; only  the  left  lobe,  at  its  pofterior 
and  fuperior  part,  flightly  adhered  to  the 
pleura. 

The  veins  on  the  neck  and  breaft,  on  the 
left  fide,  were  enlarged  to  three  times  their 
natural  diameter,  and  filled  with  blood  of 
a bluifti  color. 

REMARK  S. 

When  refpiration  becomes  extremely 
difficult  and  painful,  in  difeafes  of  the  tho- 
rax or  abdomen,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  in- 
flammatory kind,  nothing  affords  fuch 
fpeedy  relief  as  bleeding ; for  if  the  breath 
is  drawn  in  with  exceffive  pain,  the  lungs 
cannot  be  fufficiently  inflated,  and  therefore 
the  blood  will  not  be  freely  difcharged  from 
the  heart  through  the  pulmonary  artery  ; 

hence 
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hence  great  oppreffion  and  anxiety  at  the 
praecordia,  fo  often  complained  of  by  the 
patient,  which  if  not  fpeedily  removed,  may 
produce  a mortal  fuffocation;  but  when 
matter  is  already  formed,  as  in  the  preced- 
ing cafe,  it  will  then  plainly  appear,  that 
the  patient  is  pafi:  the  affiftance  of  art,  and 
that  neither  bleeding  or  any  thing  elfe  can 
avail. 

As  this  difeafe  is  principally  feated 
in  the  omentum^  and  uniformly  produces 
inflammation  of  that  part  {Epiploitis)  it 
will  ftrongly  enforce  a neceffity  for  the 
early  lofs  of  bloody  together  with  the  imme- 
diate application  of  blifters  to  the  fides,  or 
even  to  the  umbilical  region,  to  prevent,  if 
poflible,  a morbid  affecSlion  of  the  vifcera, 
which  when  once  begun,  is  rapid  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  generally  fatal  in  the  conclufion. 

CASE 

Ann  Hewatfony  aged  twxnty-fix,  and  of  a 
delicate  habit,  was  delivered  February  the 
N % 5th, 
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5th,  1770.  Her  cafe  was  fomewhat  labo- 
rious,, and  the  child’s  birth  fucceeded  by  a 
difcharge  of  grumous  blood  from  the  ute- 
rus; the  placenta  came  away  without 
affiftance,  about  an  hour  after  delivery ; fhe 
was  eafy  in  the  night,  and  had  refrefhing 
fleep. 

6th.  Being  inclined  to  fleep,  took  a 
fperm.  ceti  emulfion  without  any  opiate; 
perfpired  gently,  had  a good  night  with 
natural  reft,  and  waked  free  from  pain  or 
fever.  The  lochial  difcharge  was  large  in 
quantity  and  foetid ; but  the  belly  was  foft, 
and  without  pain. 

7 th.  Continued  eafy,  and  had  a mode- 
rate fecretion  of  milk. 

8th.  About  ten  in  the  morning,  after  a 
breakfaft  of  tea,  without  any  evident  caufe, 
fhe  was  fuddenly  attacked  with  rigor ^ which 
fhook  her  whole  body  like  an  ague  fit  ; the 
fhivering  lafted  about  half  an  hour,  gradually 
becoming  lefs  and  lefs  intenfe  from  its  onfet. 

She 
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She  took  the  emetic  draught  already 
mentioned,  which  operated  mildly  towards 
evening,  the  antimonial  powders  were 
given  by  due  intervals : fhe  was  extremely 
feverifh,  thirily,  and  reftlefs  at  night,  but 
fomewhat  relieved  by  a free  perfpiration, 
which  came  on  about  twelve  o’clock. 

9th.  Had  four  bilious,  frothy  ftools, 
preceded  by  violent  pains  and  gripings  in 
the  bowels:  an  emollient  clyfter  was  in- 
jedled.  Her  pulfe  was  quick  and  weak, 
and  the  febrile  fymptoms  violent.  She  had 
a very  reftlefs  night,  but  ouly  one  evacua- 
tion and  without  pain. 

1,0th.  In  the  morning  had  nine  or  ten 
blackifti  ftools,  mixed  with  mucus,  which 
were  extremely  offenfive,  and  attended 
with  great  pain  i her  pulfe  was  exceflive 
quick,  fhe  breathed  laborioufly,  as  it  were 

by  jerks,  and  complained  of  great  oppreflioh 

% 

acrofs  her  breaft  and  ftomach,  and  of  pain 
ftriking  down  under  her  ftioulder-blade, 
when  fhe  drew  in  her  breath.  Eight  ounces 

' of 
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of  blood  were  taken  away,  and  'a  Rarch 
clyfter  with  xxx  of  tindl.  thebaic,  was 
adminiftered : fhe  only  now  took  rice- 

water,  with  a fmall  portion  of  brandy  in  it, 
as  every  thing  elfe  purged  her  immo- 
derately. Towards  evening,  feemed  bet- 
ter, her  pulfe  not  fo  frequent,  the  pain 
and  feverifh  fymptoms  were  fomewhat 
abated. 

I ith'.  Hot  and  reftlefs,  with  faint  fweats 
on  her  breaft,  neck,  and  face.  Emollient 
clyfter  repeated,  without  the  opiate ; after 
which  file  had  fome  ileep.  _ 

i^th.  The  clyfter  came  away  with  a 
bilious  ftool;  fhe  was  manifeftly  much 
worfe,  her  pulfe  being  very  quick,  and 
thirft  intenfe  j fhe  breathed  laborioufly* 
had  a fixed  crimfon  color  in  her  cheeks, 
and  was  alfo  much  troubled  with  a cough 
and  vifcid  phlegm,  which  fhe  was  unable 
to  expedlorate,  but  found  relief  by  taking 
the  following  mixture; 

R.  Sa/» 
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SaL  Abjltuh,  5 /. 

Eucc.  Limon.  ^ ifsyperaEla  effervefcentiai 
affund, 

Aq.  Hyjfop-  I vi. 

EHx.  paregoric  5 //. 

Syr,  halfamic,  5 Hi, 

Fiat  Mijiura  cujus  fumat  Cochlearia  duo 
fubinde  pro  re  nata, 

13th.  She  was  fupported  by  a cordial 
julep  when  faint,  with  light  nourifhment, 
and  wine  given  by  fpoonfuls . 

14th.  Breathed  with  great  difficulty, 
her  pulfe  very  quick  and  weak.  She  had 
partial  fweats  on  her  ftomach,  breaft,  and 
face,  attended  with  col  Jnefs  of  the  extre- 
mities, great  langour,  and  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  approaching  death  : fhe  died  about 
two  in  the  morning,  being  the  eighth  day 
after  the  attack. 

remarks/ 

At  the  time  of  the  fhivering  fit,  which 
happened  on  the  third  day ; this  patknf 

''"had 
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had  plenty  of  milk  in  her  breafts,  which 
afterwards  fuddenly  difappeared,  and  was 
totally  gone  off  in  the  evening;  her  breafts 
being  then  loofe  and  empty : the  defeat  of 
milk  IS  therefore  manifef  iy  a confequence  of  the 
morbid  caufe. 

There  is  however  one  circumftance, 
which,  although  it  feems  to  controvert  this 
opinion,  I cannot  help  mentioning,  viz. 
thofe  who  were  feized  with  this  fever,  were 
not  fubjed:  to  abfcefles  of  the  breafts;  and 
of  thofe  who  happened  to  have  fuch  abfcef- 
feS,  I have  never  known  one  die;  neither 
are  they  fubjed:  to  diarrhoea,  or  much 
fymptomatic  fever,  although  the  pain  at- 
tending *a  fuppuration  of  the  breaft,  is  often 
very  acute. 

The  putrid  difcharge  of  lochia  in  this 
cafe,  appears  merely  accidental,  and  only 
Qwing  to  a corruption  of  coagulated  blood 
retained  in  the  uterus,  from  the  accefs  of 
air,  like  that  which  came  away  foon  after 
delivery. 


fhc^bt 
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Phoebe  Hilly  aged  nineteen,  was  alfo 
violently-  jTeized  with  this  fever  on  the 
eleventh  of  February^  and  contrary  to  my 
expedlation,  recovered,  and  was  difcharged 
in  perfect  health,  on  the  3d  of  March. 

She  was  blooded  early  and  liberally y and 
treated  muck  like  the  former  patient,  but 
J did  riot  take  minutes  of  her^cafe, 

CASE  VIL 

Elizabeth  Gardner y aged  thirty-two,  was 
delivered  in  the  Hofpital  the  nth  of  Fe^ 
bruaryy  1770;  her  labpr  was  natural,  and, 
her  habit  of  body  ftrong  and  healthy, 
although  fhe  had  been  troubled  with  a 
violent  cough  for  feveral  weeks  before  de- 
livery. 

1 2th.  Her  pulfe  was  full  and  frequent, 
attended  with  great  thirft,  ficknefs  at  fto- 
mach,  and  pain  i|i  her  head  and  bowels ; 
flie  took  faline  mixture,  with  fperm. 
ceti,  and  an  emollient  clyfter  was  admi- 
piftered  : She  alfo  drank  plentifully  of 

weak; 
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weak  tea  and  barley-water,  but  did  not 
perfpire,  and  paffed  the  night  without 
fleep. 

13th.  I vifited  this,  patient  with  Dr. 
Ford.  Her  pulfe  being  exceeding  quick, 
and  more  full  and  ftrong  than  ufual,  at  ' 
tended  with  exceffive  third:,  a violent 
head -ach  and  dry  {kin;  we  direded  ten 
ounces  of  blood  immediately  to  be  taken 
away  : Lenitive  eleduary  was  afterwards 

given,  and  an  emollient  clyfter,  which  pro- 
duced two  or  three  lax  motions  : She  di- 

luted plentifully,  but  did  not  perfpire, 
and  paffed  a reftlefs  night. 

The  fecretion  of  milk  was  moderate,  and 
the  lochial  dif charge  natural. 

14th.  In  the  morning  had  fome  re- 
frefhing  deep,  with  gentle  perfpiration ; 
thirfl  and  fever  fornewhat  abated  : She 

had  three  evacuations  by  dool,  but  dill 
complained  much  of  intolerable  {hooting 
pain  in  her  head,  efpecially  at  the  time 

of 
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of  coughing:  Eight  ounces  more  blood 
were  taken  away,  which-  wa$  not  near  fa 
fizy  as  that  fir  ft  drawn.  , , 

15th.,  Much  difturbed  by  her  cough  in 
the  night,  perfpired  little,  and  had  no 
fleep,  though  her  head-ach  was  fomewhat 
better, 

1 6th.  In  the  evening,  her  pulfe  wa? 
extremely  quick,  thirft  immoderate,  and 
all  the  febrile  fymptoms  increafed : She 
was  lick  at  ftomach,  and  had  three  bilious 
ftools,  with  fevere  gripings  in  her  bowels. 
The  antimonial  powders  were  given  every 
three  or  four  hours ; about  two  hours, 
after  taking  the  fecond,  fhe  threw  up  a 
large  quantity  of  vifeid  phlegm,  mixed 
with  bile,  and  in  the  night  had  eight  or 
nine  black  ftools,  the  laft  very  feeted,  and 
mixed  with  blood  and  mucus.  She  was 
delirious  by  turns,'  very  reftlefs,  and  had 
partial,  faint  fweets  on  her  breaft  and 
face. 


The 
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The  vitel.  ovi>  with  mucilage  of  ftarch, 
was  diffolved  in  rice-water,  and  injedled 
as  a clyfter ; and  flie  took  the  following 
draught ; 

R, 

Sperm.  Ceti.  Solut. 

Pulv.  e Tragacanth.  C.  9/. 

Aq*  Cm.  Simp.  lifs. 

^in5l.  "Thebaic,  gtt.  xv. 

Syr.  e.  Mtcon.  ^ifiat  haujlus. 

17th.  Her  ftomach  and  bowels  were 
much  relieved,  fhe  flept  in  the  night  and 
wak^d  refrefhed  ; her  pulfe  was  weak  but 
equal,  and  fhe  perfpired  moderately, 

1 8th.  Better  in  all  refpedls,  but  com^ 
plained  of  great  forenefs  in  her  bowels  at 
the  time  of  coughing : She  took  the  ano- 
dyne draught  at . night,  and  the  ftarch 
clyfters_  were  continued  with  light  nou- 
riftiment. 

19th.  Weak,  but  continued  eafy,  her 
pulfe  regular,  and  flie  perfpired  gently. 
Jnftead  of  medicines,  ftie  now  took  calf’s- 

foot^ 
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fdot-jelly,  arid  nourifhing  broth,  to  repair 
her  ftrength. 

20th.  F^rom  this  time  gradually  con- 
tinued to  recover,  and  the  9th  of  Marche 
fhe  was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital  in 
perfed;  health. 

Ann  Williamsy  who  was  delivered  in  the 
hofpital  on  the  1 4th  of  February y was  feized 
with  this  fever,  and  recovered  under  the 
like  treatment,  / 

Elizabeth  Coufenitt,  of  a fickly,  confump- 
tive  habit,  alfo  had  the  fever  the  23d  of 
February  y and  died  the  3d  of  Mar  chi 
There  was  no  fecretion  of  milky  but  the 
lochial  dif charge  was  natural.  She  was 
treated  in  the  ufual  manner,  but  not 
blooded, 

CASE  VIII. 

Ann  Simmsy  aged  twentyrtwo,  ap- 
parently healthy  and  flrong,  was  delivered 
on  Tuefday  the  6th  of  March : her  cafe 
was  fomewhat  laborious;  the  child’s  head 

being 
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being  large,  and  detained  feveral  hours 
tvithin  the  bones  of  the  pelvis.  An  emoL 
lient  clyfter  was  direiled  in  the  evening, 
and  fhe  took  an  anodyne  draught ; palTed 
a reftlefs  night,  and  without  the  leaft 
J)crfpiration. 

7th.  Feverifli  and  thirfty,  pulfe  quick 
and  fomewhat  full,  and  her  (kin  dry.  She 
took  the  faline  mixture,  and  diluted  plen- 
tifully with  nittous  drink;  a clyfter  of 
beef-water,  was  given  in  the  evening ; 
had  a very  indifferent  night,  and  little 
reft. 

8th.  A little  better;  fhe  had  rriilk  iii 
her  breafts,  and  being  coftive,  complained 
of  head-ach.  A cathartic  clyfter  was  ad- 
miniftered  in  the  evening,  which  procured 
two  evacuations,  and  her  head  was  eafier. 

9th  and  loth.  Somewhat  feverifh,  and 
jreftlefs,  though  free  from  pain. 

I ith.  Continued  very  reftlefs  : the  pulfe 
ivas  quick,  her  tongue  white  and  dry, 
and  her  thirft  intenfe,  without  any  per- 

fpiration : 
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fpiration:  At  night,  flie  took  a faline 

draught,  with  ten  grains  of  nitre  and  g^^- 
XV.  of  thebaic  tinElutey  but  had  fcarcely 
any  reft. 

I2th  and  13th.  The  febrile  fymptoms 
continued,  and  though  ftie  diluted  plen- 
tifully, her  (kin  remained  parched  and  dry. 
Six  grains  of  yames^s  Powder  were  then 
adminiftered,  which  puked  her  twice,  and 
afterwards  procured  her  three  rnotions  : At 
night  I diredled  her  another  powder  and  an 
emillient  clyfter,  with  g“-  xxx.  of  thebaic 
tinBure : She  had  fom'e  fleep  in  the  night, 
but  no  free  perfpiration. 

14th.  In  the  morning  apparently  better, 
and  difpofed  to  fleep,  but  towards  evening/ 
was  tick  at  ftomach,  and  threw  up  a large 
quantity  of  bitter,  glairy  fluid;  in  the  night 
fhe  was  feized  with  fevere  pains  in  her 
bowels,  followed  by  feven  or  eight  bi- 
lious ftools,  and  afterwards  h^d  fome 
fleep. 

X 5 th. 
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15th.  Her  pulfe  quick,  Ikin  dry,  and  her 

J 

hands  tremulous  ; her  looks  were  wild  and 
flaring,  and  her  cheeks  befet  with  a deep 
crimfon  hue,  flie  breathed  laboriofly,  and 
'Complained  of  great  pain  in  her  fide,  and 
belly  towards  the  navel : At  night  fhe  had 

fix  black,  watery  ftools ; after  which  an 
anodyne  draught  and  a ftarch  clyfter  were 
direfted:  She  feemed  relieved,  and  flept 
for  feveral  hours. 

1 6th.  The  pain  in  her  belly  and  fide  was 
but  little  abated  ; (he  was  extremely  hot 
and  reftlefs,  and  could  not  fweat ; I diredl- 
ed  three  fpoonful  of  the  following  mixture 
to  be  given,  which  produced  no  perfpi- 
ration  although  ftie  took  it  every  two  or 
three  hours  : 

R. 

Sa/.  Volat.  Ammon.  J. 

Succ.  Limon.  recent,  exprefs.  ^ifs  mifce 

Aq.  Alex . Jimp . ivi. 

l’in£t.  Croci  3/V/- 

Syr.  ejufd.  \fs fat  Mifura. 


17th. 
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17th.  Much  worfe,  in  all  refpe(fi:s  j the  » 
pulfe  being  exceedingly  quick,  and  almoft 
imperceptibly  weak  ,•  cold,  clammy  fweats 
overfpread  her  breafts  and  face,  which  be- 
came now  pale  and  death-like,  and  about 
twelve  at  noon  fhe  expired. 

The  lochia  were  difcharged  in  natural 
quantity,  and  fhe  had  milk  in  her 
breafts  till  within  a day  or  two  of  her 
death. 

DISSECTION. 

When  the  body  was  opened,  the  next 
day  in  the  evening ; the  inferior  lateral 
portion  of  the  omentum  was  found  much 
inflamed,  its  veflels  being  turgid,  and 
as  it  were  injedled  with  blood,  but  the 
greater  part  of  it  was  deftroyed  by  fuppu- 
ration ; what  remained,  adhered  to  the 
fmall  inteftines  j which  were  alfo  flightly 
cemented  to  each  other,  where  their  con- 
volutions came  in  contraft. 


O 
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The  uterus  was  contraded  to  the  fize  of  a 
large  fift,  and  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pelvis  j the  fundus  uteri  feemed  to  partake 
of  the  general  inflammation  which  had 
apparently  firfl:  aflPeded  the  omerrtumy  and 
afterwards  fuperficially  overfpread  the  in-- 
tefinesy  mefentejj  and  contiguous  parts  ; but 
on  cutting  into  its  fubftance,  it  was  per- 
fedly  firm  and  found,  although  it  had  a 
livid  appearance  towards  the  cervix  and  os 
internum,  which  might  probably  be  owing 
to  the  violence  fuftained  by  thofe  parts  in 
the  time  of  labor. 

In  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  was  found 
about  a pint  of  whey-colored  fiuidy  with 
three  or  four  ounces  of  thick  mattery  which 
did  not  uniformly  mix  with  it,  but  floated 
in  it  like  curds  in  whey,  together  with 
feveral  bits  of  black,  coagulated  blood. 

The  liver  was  found,  but  remarkably 
pale,  and  the  gall-bladder  turgid  with  a 
large  quantity  of  olive-colored  bile  ; in  con- 
fluence, equal  to  that  of  honey,  and  with 

diffi- 
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difficulty,  fqueezed  through  the  cyl^ic  diid:. 
The  ftomach  contained  about  half  a pint 
of  black,  oily  liquor,  rcfembling  that  which 
was  voided  by  ftool. 

The  contents  of  the  thorax  were  found 
and  without  any  morbid  appearance  ; ex- 
cept a flight  adhefion  of  the  right  lobe  of 
the  lungs  to  the  pleura. 

C A S E IX. 

Ann  Cooky  aged  twenty,  of  a delicate 
habit,  after  eafy  labor  was  delivered 
in  the  hofpital  the  13th  of  Marchy  1770. 

The  fame  evening  flie  complained  of 
ficknefs  at  ftomach,  with  pain  in  her 
bowels,  and  pefled  a reftlefs  night. 

14th.  Continued  fick  at  ftomach ; took 
the  antimonial  emetic  draughty  and  threw 
up  a large  quantity  of  bilious,  ropy  fluid 
from  the  ftomach  ; alfo  had  one  lax  ftool ; 
after  which,  a broth  clyfter  was  injedled 
O % with 
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with  thirty  drops  of  thebaic  tinBure.  She 
pafled  a tolerable  night,  perfpired  mode- 
rately, and  had  fome  refrefhing  fleep. 

1 5th.  Free  from  pain  in  the  bowels,  and 
had  a good  night’s  reft. 

1 6th  Sick  at  Stomach,  and  vomited  a 
quantity  of  poraceous  fluid  ; her  pulfe  was 
quick,  and  her  thirft  excellive : She  took 
the  antimonial  powders  every  four  or  five 
hours,  but  perfpired  little,  ^ and  had  a 
reftlefs  nig  ht. 

lyth.  In  the  morning  complained  of 
great  ficknefs,  and  burning  heat  at  ftomach 
with  violent  head-ach  ; and  threw  up 
near  a tea-cupful  of  dark  green  liquor, 
which  feemed  to  be  almoft  pure  bile : She 
had  alfo  five  bilious  motions* 

At  night  fuddenly  feized  with  acute  pain 
in  her  fide,  and  great  oppreflion  at  the  breaft; 
being  likewife  almoft  fuffocated  with  tough 
phlegm,  which  the  could  not  bring  up  : 
Her  pulfe  was  exceeding  quick  and  fome- 
what  weak,  and  her  countenance  ghaftly ; 

but 
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but  as  fhe  breathed  with  vaft  difficulty,  I 
directed  feven  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken 
away,  and  that  fhe  fliould  draw  in  the 
fleams  of  warm  water  into  her  lungs  at 
each  infpiration  : She  afterwards  took  one 
of  the  antimonial  powders,  which  occa- 
fioned  her  to  vomit  twice,  and  gave  her  two 
motions.  She  was  extremely  weak,  but 
breathed  with  more  freedom  and  eafe  : 
An  emollient,  anodyne  clyfler  was  injedted, 
and  fhe  was  ordered  a fpoonful  or  two  of 
warm  fpiced  wine  when  faint. 

1 8th.  In  the  morning  fhe  breathed  with 
more  eafe,  and  was  free  from  the  load  at 
her  breafl : her  pulfe  beat  regularly,  but 
was  extremely  languid  ; Bladders  with  hot 
water  wrapped  in  flannels  were  applied  to 
the  foies  of  her  feet ; fhe  took  light  non- 
' rifhment  often,  and  now  and  then  a fpoon- 
ful of  fpiced  wine. 

19th.  Had  refrefhing  flumbers  the  pre- 
ceding night,  and  gained  flrength:  Nothing 
was  now  given  but  frequent  nourifhm^nt. 

^2oth, 
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20th  Continued  better ; directed  the 
following  draught  to  be  taken  twice  a-day, 
which  greatly  encreafed  her  ftrength, 

R- 

Infus,  Peruv.  Cort,  § ifs. 

Aq»  Cin.  Spt,  3 Hi. 

Spt.  Lavend^  c.  gtt.  xxx. 

Confedl.  Alkerm.  5 i*  jicLt  hauflus. 

In  about  a week’s  time  fhe  was  much 
recovered,  and  went  out  of  the  hofpital 
the  ad  of  April  in  perfedl  health, 

C A S E X. 

Philadelphia  Fordy  aged  twenty-eight,  was 
delivered  the  14th  of  Marchy  1770,  and 
continued  well  till  the  third  day,  when  fhe 
complained  of  great  pain  in  her  head,  with 
laffitude  and  inability  to  turn  in  bed  : Her 
countenance  was  florid  ; had  a brown  dry 
cruft  on  her  tongue,  and  unquenchable 
thirft  : Her  appetite  left  her,  and  there  was 
not  milk  enough  to  give  fuck.  The  me- 
dicines ufually  adminiftered  on  fuch  oc- 

cafions 
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oafions  had  but  little  efFed: ; but  all  the  fe- 
brile fymptoms  were  much  relieved  by  the 
appearance  of  a red  cautaneous  fwelling  on 
the  joint  of  her  great  toe  : In  a few  days, 
another  fwelling  of  a livid  color  appeared 
below  her  hip ; they  were  poulticed  and 
fomented,  but  did  not  fuppurate  ; the  laR 
threw  off  a black  mortified  flough,  and 
difcharged  fanious  ichor.  I direded  her  a 
ftrong  infufion  of  barky  with  tinB.  aromat, 
and  by  allowing  her  wine  and  good  non- 
rifhment,  fhe  recovered. 

Ann  Deufcy  of  a thin,  weakly  habit,  died 
of  this  fever,  notwithftanding  various  re- 
medies, were  tried  for  her  relief;  She  had 
a natural  labor,  and  remained  well  for 
the  firft  three  days  % inadvertantly  fhe  fat  up 
on  the  fourth  day,  and  found  herfelf  not 
well  towards  the  evening  ; On  the  fifth, 
was  feized  with  a Jhivering  jit ; the  next 
day  complained  of  pain  in  her  belly  and 
fide  j and  on  the  29th  of  March  fhe  died, 
bein^  the  fixth  day  after  the  attack. 


She 
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She  had  milk  in  her  breafts,  and  the 
lochial  difcharge  was. natural. 

Bleeding  in  this  cafe  was  not  thought 
eligible.  I have  not  known  any  inftancc 
befides  this,  where  the  difeafe  proved  fatal 
in  fo  Jhort  a timey  when  it  commenced  fo 
late  after  delivery,  being  in  general,  then 
moft  favorable. 

The  body  being  opened,  almoft  exadlly 

i 

the  fam.e  morbid  appearances  prefented  as 
in  the  preceding  cafes ; the  omentum  was 
deftroyed,  and  a large  quantity  of  matter^ 
purulent ferum  collected  in  the  abdomen. 
The  inteflines  were  fuperficially  inflamed, 
but  the  uterus  and  all  the  other  vifcera 
were  perfectly  found. 

Rebecca  Day,  of  a healthy,  robufl:  habit, 
after  a natural  delivery,  was  feized  with 
the  head-ach  and  ficknefs  at  ftomach  ; two 
days  after,  a miliary  eruption  appeared  on 
her  bread:  and  body,  but  without  relief ; 
for  all  the  febrile  fymptoms  gradually  in-. 

creafed. 
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creafed,  and  flie  died  the  25th  of  April, 
being  the  tenth  day  after  delivery. 

The  lochial  difcharge  was  not  defedlive, 
neither  was  there  want  of  milk,  till  after 
the  febrile  attack. 

The  body  was  opened,  but  as  the  appear- 
ance of  the  affeEied parts  was  much  the  fame, 
and  only  differed  in  degree  from  thofe  aU 
ready  mentioned ; a recital  of  particulars 
would  be  unneceflary 

CASE  XI. 

Harriot  TEruemariy  young  and  of  a ftrong, 
healthy  conftitution.  May  the  2d,  was  de- 
livered of  a monjirous  childy  which  prefented 
with  the  arm ; fo  that  the  cafe  was  preter- 
natural in  a double  fenie. 

As  this  patient  was  of  a plethoric  habit, 
and  fubjedl  to  cough,  I diredled  feven 
ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  away,  before 
the  delivery  was  attempted ; to  prevent  in 
fome  meafure,  the  danger  of  inflam'mation, 
which  might  arife  from  the  violente  applied 
in  turning  the  child. 


After 
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After  delivery,  an  emollient  clyfter  was 
dire6ted>  and  a faline  mixture  with  fperm. 
ceti  and  fyr.  e mecon.  of  which  fhe  was  to 
take  three  fpoonful  every  four  or  five  hours, 
as  occafion  required  j flie  was  free  from 
pain,  and  had  a good  night. 

3d.  Perfpired  gently,  continued  free 
fr6m  pain  and  fever,  her  cough  lefs  violent, 
and  fhe  pafled  her  water  with  eafe ; the 
mixture  was  continued,  and  a clyfter  as 
before,  given  in  the  evening : fhe  re* 

mained  eafy  during  the  night,  and  refted 
well. 

4th.  Continued  perfectly  eafy,  and  pafled 
a good  night ; the  lochial  difcharge  was 
natural,  and  fhe  had  no  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  uterus. 

5 th.  About  three  in  the  afternoon,  was 
feized^  wdth  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
oppreflion  acrofs  her  breaft  and  ftomach  i 
feven  ounces  of  blood  were  immediately 
taken  away,  which  was  exceedingly  fizy. 
The  ftrokes  of  her  pulfe  were  weak,  quick, 

and 
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and  mdiftinA  after  bleeding,  but  foon  be- 
came lefs  frequent,  and  more  ample  and 
flrong ; fhe  found  herfelf  much  relieved, 
and  could  then  breath  with  freedom ; was 
dipofed  to  gentle  perfpiration,  and  re- 
frefliing  flumbers  in  the  night ; the  mix- 
ture and  emollient  clyfter  were  repeated. 

The  fecretion  of  milk  was  moderate.  ’ 

6th,  She  continued  eafy,  had  a natural 
evacuation  by  ftool,  and  flept  by  intervals. 

7th.  At  four  in  the  morning,*  her  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  and  cough  returned  ; fhe 
was  lick  at  ftomach,  vomited  up  a ropy, 
bilious  fluid,  and  had  fiy^black  Jlools.  Her 
pulfe  was  weak,  frequent  and  intermitting ; 
her  breafts  fubfided,  and  the  milk  fuddenly 
. difappeared, 

I directed  a powder,  with  the  third  part 
of  a grain  of  the  tartar  emetic y and  a fcruple 
of  the  pulv.  Contrayer.  c.  to  be  repeated  ’ 
every  four  or  five  hours  after,  if  the  firft  had 
no  fenfible  operation  by  fweat  or  vomiting ; 
and  alfo  an  enlbllient  clyfter. 


She 
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She  paffed  a reftlefs  night  without  perf- 
piration,  her  belly  began  to  fwell,  and  fhc 
had  feveral  involuntary  bilious  ftools. 

8th.  Refpiration  was  frequent  and  labo- 
rious, pulfe  quick  and  weak,  her  Ikin  dry, 
and  fhe  complained  much  of  pains  in  her 
fides,  and  crofs  her  belly  near  the  navel,  at 
the  time  of  drawing  her  breath. 

I diredted  a fomentation  to  her  belly  and 
fides,  the  powders  to  be  repeated,  and  a 
fiarch  clyfter  to  be  injedled  in  the  evening, 
with  g^^*  XXX  of  the  tin5l,  thebaic. 

She  took  rice-water  with  a fmall  quan- 
tity of  brandy,  for  common  drink,  and  a 
fpoonful  of  fpiced  wine  when  faint. 

The  involuntary  purging  ftill  continued 
and  fhe  had  no  reft. 

^th.  Complained  of  pains  in  her  breaft 
and  belly,  the  difficulty  of  breathing  in‘- 
creafed,  her  pulfe  was  quick  and  almoft' 
imperceptibly  weak ; ftie  was  delirious  by 
turns ; had  cold  clammy  fweats  on  her 
neck  and  face,  and  about  four  the  next 
morning,  flie  expired. 


DIS- 
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DISSECTION. 

When  the  body  was  opened,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  omentum  was  fuppurated,  and 
converted  into  thick  matter  •,  the  remaining 
portion,  being  much  inflamed  and  flightly 
adhering  to  the  folds  of  the  intejlines.  The 
cavity  of  the  pelvis  and  abdo^nen^  contained 
about  three  pints  of  putrid  ferumy  with 
clots  of  concreted  pus,  and  fmall  pieces 
of  coagulated  blood. 

The  uterus  was  much  contracted,  and 
fhrunk  down  to  the  inferior  part  of  the 
pelvis:  its  fubitance  was  found,  ’tho  the 
os  tincae  was  fomewhat  livid,  which  ap- 
pearance not  being  confidered  as  morbid, 
has  already  been  taken  notice  of. 

Scarcely  any  marks  of  inflammation 
appeared  on  the  teftines  or  mefentery  % 
the  liver  wzs  apparently  found,  and  gall- 
bladder full  of  yellow  hiky  which  had  per- 
vaded its  coats,  and  dyed  the  contiguous 

parts 
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parts  of  a faffron-hue  : but  this  I did  not 
look  upon  as  a morbid  appearance. 

The  Jiomach  contained  a pint  of 
blackijh  jluidy  like  that  voided  by  ftool, 
and  which  had  the  appearance  of  putrid 
bile. 

On  railing  the  fternum,  two  ounces  or 
more  of  matter  was  lodged  upon  the  medi-- 
ajlinum ; and  the  thorax  contained  a fmall 
quantity  of  the  fame  kind  of  whey-colored 
fluid  as  that  found  in  the  abdomen  : The  - 

lu'figs  were  apparently  found,  only  the  left 
lobe  adhered  flightly  to  the  pleura,  at  its  ‘ 
pofterior  part. 

REMARKS. 

The  extravafion  of  purulent  fluid  in 
the  abdomen,  by  hindering  the  free  play 
of  the  diaphragm,  ;vvill,  in  a great  meafure, 
account  for  the  difficulty  of  breathing ; 
particularly  as  the  lungs  wxre  ffill  further 
opprefled  by  the  fame  kind  of  fluid  ’in  the 
thorax. 


The 
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The  blackilh  fluid  found  in  the  fl:o^ 
mach  refembled  putrid  bile ; I mixed  a 
fmall  quantity  of  it  with  vinegar,  but  could 
not  perceive  any  effervefcence,  neither  did 
the  vinegar  change  it  green  ; but  this  per- 
haps might  be  owing  to  the  natural  pro- 
perties of  the  bile  being  altered  by  putre- 
fadlion. 

Hippocrates y in  his  Aphorifms,  takes  no- 
tice, that  black  excrementSy  refembling 
black  blood,  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  a bad 
omen  / and  that  black  bile  rejefted  either 
upwards  or  downwards  at  the  beginning  of 
a difeafe,  is  a mortal Jign  ; which  abferva- 
tion  is  verified  by  repeated  experience  in 
the  advanced  flate  of  difeafes,  as  well  as  at 
their  beginning.^ 

The  color  of  the  excrements  palling 
through  the  alimentary  tube,  principally 
depends  upon  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
bile ; thus,  where  there  is  a defed;  of  it, 
the  ftools  are  pale,  and  the  body  coftive, 

.and 

Hippocrat*  Aphorifm.  Sed.  quart.  A}>hor.  et  22, 
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and  on  the  contrary,  when  it  abounds,  they 
are  yellow  or  gteeniili,  and  generally  fre- 
quent. 

BI;^ck,  foeted  ftools,  fuch  as  were  ob- 
ferved  towards  the  end  of  Child-bed  Fever, 
almoft  certainly  denote  internal  mortijica-- 
tion,  and  therefore,  it  is  no  wonder  they 

were  fo  often  followed  by  a fatal  con- 

\ 

clufion ; but  fuch  a mortification  can- 
not affeil  the  color  of  the  excrements,  ex- 
cept by  rncans  of  the  bile,  which  after 
abforption  of  the  corrupted  fluids  into  the 
blood,  will  at.  laft  become  putrid,  black, 
and  acrimonious.^ 

There  was  fomething  very  Angular  in 
this  woman’s  child,  which  was  monjirous  : 
It  had  no  thumbs ; the  parietal  bones  w^ere 
Wanting;  and  not  above  two  ounces  of 
brain  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  fcull : 
The  upper  part  of  the  fcalp  adhered  ftrong- 
ly  to  the  internal  furface  of  the  placenta, 
fo  that  when  the  child  was  extracted,  this 
part  was  pulled  along  with  it,  though 

luckily 

* Black  ftools  fometimes  happen  by  blood  efcaping 
from  the  eroded  Veffels  of  the  Inteftines,  which  being 
extravafated,  changes  its  nature  by  putrefa6lion,  and 
becomes  black  and  fxUd, 
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luckily,  it  was  not  attended  with  any  de* 
gree  of  flooding. 

Elizabeth  Pooly  young,  and  of  a healthy 
conftitution,  was  delivered  the  15  th  of 
Mayy  and  foon  after  affedted  with  the  fymp- 
toms  of  this  fever,  but  in  a degree  lefs  acute 
than  ufual : Her  cafe  was  much  like  that 
of  Elizabeth  Waters ; for  though  ihe  la- 
boured under  a flow,  lingering  fever  for  a 
long  time,  her  appetite  remained. 

She  was  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  her  limbs 
for  feveral  days,  yet  the  fevere  pains,  of 
which  Ihe  complained,  were  not,  like  thofe 
of  the  former,  or  followed  by  abfcefles  in 
the  mufcular  parts. 

On  the  1 6th  of  yune  Ihe  was  fufficiently 
recovered  to  go  out  of  the  Hofpital. 

About  this  time,  as  near  as  I can  recoI«» 
led:,  I was  called  to  a gentlewoman  at  CZ2/?- 
harriy  who  was  feized  with  this  fever  % and 
notwithflanding  fhe  had  been  v<?ry  properly 
treated  by  her  apothecary,  and  took  every 
P thing 
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■thing  that  could  be  devifed  for  her  fafetjr, 
fhe  died  about  the  , tenth  day  after  the 
attack. 

CASE  XII. 

Mrs*  P — , a lady  in  Holborn,  aged  twenty- 
eight,  and  of  a- delicate  habit  of  body,  was 
delivered  by  her  midwife  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing the  7th  of  July,  1770* 

The  birth  was  not  attended  with  any 
dangerous  or  uncommon  circumftance ; 
fhe  was  eafy  after  delivery,  and  relied  well 
at  night. 

8th.  Towards  evening,  complained  of 
head-ach,  but  had  feveral  hours  fleep  the 
following  night. 

9th.  Waked  in  the  morning  with  acute 
fain  in  her  right  fide,  her  head-ach  was 
.worfe,  and  about  three  in  the  afternoon, 
.fhe  had  a violent  Jhlvcring  fit^  with  coldnefs 
of  the  extremities,  and  great  internal  heat 
acrofs  her  b/call  and  flomacht  .1  found  her 
pulfe  exceeding  quick,  her  head-ach  vio- 
Tcnt,  her  tongue  white  and  dry,  and  the 

paia 
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pain  in  her  fide  extremely  acute  and  deep 
featedj  flie  breathed  laborioufly,  and  had 
no  perfpiration,  except  on  the  breafl:  and 
face. 

I diredted  eight  ounces  of  blood  to  be  ta- 
ken away,  and  one  of  the  anthnonial  powders 
to  be  given,  which  was  to  be  repeated 
every  two  or  three  hours,  if  the  firft  had 
no  effedt.  An  emollient  elyiler  was  ad- 
miniliered,  and  bladders  of  warm  water 
were  applied  to  the  foies  of  her  feet  and 
fides;  She  palled  a relllefs  night,  without 
any  abatement  of  pain  or  difficulty,  .of 
breathing. 

Two  of  the  powders  were  taken,  the 
firfl:  created  naufea,  but  did  not  prove  eme- 
tic, nor  produce  any  confiderable  perfpira- 
tion. 

The  blood  was  not  fo  fizy  as  I expedted. 

loth.  The  pulfe  being  full,  hard,  and 
frequent,  her  Ikin  dry,  and  refpiration  dif- 
ficult and  painful  % eight  ounces  more  blood 
were  drawn  5 the  powders  were  repeated 
P % ' every 
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every  four  or  five  hours,  and  a blijler  was 
applied  to  the  afFcdled  fide  in  the  evening : 
She  drank  plentifully  of  common  emulfion 
with  7iitre^  to  prevent  ftrangury,  and 
relieve  her  difficulty  of  making  water, 
which  had  been  troublefome  frorn  the  be- 
ginning. 

I ith.  Had  no  fleep  the  preceding  night; 
and  as  the  pain  in  her  head  and  difficulty 
of  breathing  ftill  increafed,  fhe  was  again 
blooded  in  the  night,  to  the  quantity  of  fix 
ounces,  as  I had  previoufly  diredted,  in  cafe 
the  fymptoms  became  urgent. 

She  was  much  relieved  foon  after  this 
laft  bleeding ; the  pain  abated ; llie  could 
then  breathe  with  more  freedom,  her  pulfe 
became  more  foft  and  lefs  frequent,  and  a 
free  and  equal  perfpiration  broke  out  all 
over  her  body. 

At  this  time  flie  began  to  be  troubled 
with  a cough,  and  was  much  opprelTed 
with  white,  vifcid  phlegm,  which  was  ex-^ 
pedlorated  with  great  difficulty ; flie  had 

two 
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two  motions  with  a large  difcharge  of  foe- 
ces,  which  came  away  with  the  fecond 
elyfter. 

The  lafl:  drawn  blood  was  uncommonly 
Czy,  and  the  gelatinous  crujl  on  its  furface 
extremely  thick  and  tenacious. 

She  had  milk  in  her  breafts,  which  were 
drawn  twice  a-day,  and  the  lochial  difcharge 
natural. 

As  flie  perfpired  freely,  the  powders 
were  difcontinued,  and  xht  faline  draughts^ 
with  oxymel  fcillit,  given  every  five  or  fix 
hours. 

The  blifter  rofe  well;  the  emulfion  was 
continued,  and  the  emollient  clyfter  ordered 
to  be  repeated  as  before. 

About  nine  at  night  all  her  feverifh 
fymptoms  returned ; her  pulfe  was  exceed- 
ing quick,  Ikin  dry,  her  third:  intolerable, 
• and  the  pain  in  her  fide,  and  difficulty  of 
breathing  were  fo  violent,  that  her  apothe^ 
cary  was  called  up  in  the  night,  and  took 
away  fix  ounces  more  blood : One  of  the 

gntimonial 
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antimonial  powders  was  alfo  given, ' after 
which  fhe  again  began  to  perfpire,  with  an 
abatement  of  all  the  feverifh  fymptoms,  and 
had  two  or  three  hours  refrefhing  fleep. 

1 2th.  Something  better;  but  in  the 
^ evening  was  attacked  with  a deep-feated 
violent  pain  in  her  other  fide,  between  the 
breafl:  and  axilla,  fo  as  almofl:  to  prevent 
her  from  breathing ; her  cough  was  trou- 
blefome,  and  fhe  expectorated  with  much 
difficulty;  four  ounces  more  blood  were 
drawn,  and  the  following  draught  pre^- 
fcribed  : 

R. 

Sal.  Volat.  ammqn.  gr.  xv. 

Succ.  Limon. 

Aq.  alex . Jimp . . 

cum  Acet.  5//, 

T’inSl.  T^helaic.  xti. 

Syr.  e.  Me  con.  5/* 

Mifce  & fat  hauftus  vefperi  exhibendus. 

She  drank  plentifully  of  thin  diluting 
liquors  with  nitre',  the  clyfler  was  repeateci 


I 
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a.s  before,  and  by  intervals, ihe  took  the  foD 
lowing  mixture : 

R, 

Sperm.  Ceti  folut.  ‘5  ii. 

La£l.  ammon.  ^ vii. 

Elix.  Paregoric,  fiat  7nifiura. 

Had  an  exceeding  bad  night,  but  num- 
bered a little  at  times. 

13th.  Apparently  better,  but  complained 
of  fevere  rheumatic  pains  about  her  back 
and  loins : Her  cough  was  more  and  more 
troublefome,  and  greatly  interrupted  her 
reft,  but  was  relieved  by  the  mixture  with 
, gum  ammoniacumy  to  which  a fmall  quantity, 
of  oxymel  Scillit.  was  added. 

White  wine  whey  was  ordered  to  »be 
given  her  in  the  might  to  fupport  her 
ftrength,  and  fhe  took  a decodt.  of  bread 
with  currant  jelly  for  nourifhment. 

14th.  Had  two  or  three  hours  refrefhing 
fleep  the  preceding  night,  and  the  feverifh 
fymptoms  were  fomewhat  abated  \ but  as 
there  was  not  yet  the  leaft  fediment  or  fe- 

paration 
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paration  in  her  urine,  which  was  high- 
colored,  I ftill  referred  the  ufe  of  bark^ 
and  directed  the  anodyne  draught  at  night 
as  before,  which  always  eafed  her  cough, 
and  procured  fleep. 

15th.  Being  Sunday y about  two  in  the 
morning,  her  relations  thought  her  in  great 
danger,  and^  particularly  requefted  me  to  fee 
her,  which  I did  accordingly:  Her  pulfe 
was  quick  and  tremulous,  her  extremetie$ 
cold,  and  her  face  and  breafts  were  bedewed 
with  a clammy  fweat.  She  breathed  labori- 
oufly,  with  convulfive  jerks,  and  complained 
of  great  weight  and  oppreffion  acrofs  her 
breaft:  though  perfedtly  fenfible,  Ihe  had  a 
wild,  eager  countenance,  a trembling  hand, 
and  apparently  all  the  fymptoms  of  ap- 
proaching death, 

I gave  her  four  fpoonfuls  of  a flrong  cor- 
dial julep,  ordered  finapifms  to  her  feet  j 
her  extremeties  were  rubbed  with  hot  flan- 
nels ; and  cloths  dipped  in  brandy  were 
applied  to  her  flomach. 


A 
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A few  hours  after  I was  gone,  fhe  revi- 
ved, but  grew  reftlefs  and  almoft  frantic, 
infilling  upon  cold  water  to  drink,  which 
was  given  herj  The  next  day  I was  ac- 
quainted Ihe  was  Hill  alive i when  I vifited 
her  about  one  in  the  afternoon,  Ihe  was 
‘ perfectly  fenfible,  but  fo  weak  and  languid 
that  Ihe  was  fcarcely  able  to  fpeak. 

I dire(5led  a cordial  julep  to  be  given 
when  faint,  and  the  following  draught  with 
barky  to  be  taken  every  two  hours,  or  as  of- 
ten as  her  llprnaeh  would  bear ; but  as  fhe 
had  feveral  involuntary  motions,  I ordered 
five  grains  of  the  ^/7.  e Jiyrape  to  be  inftantly 
given,  which  rellrained  the  loofenefs,  and 
procured  fome  hours  fleep,  before  the  bark 
could  be  prepared, 

DecoB,  Peruv.  Cort.  ^ ifs, 
^ulv.fubtilifs,  ejufd, 

Aq,  Cinn,  Spt. 

Syr,  e Mecon,  5/, 

fiat  kaufius  alternis  horis  exhibendus. 


By 
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About  1 1 o’clock  at  night,  fhe  had  taken 
four  draughts,  and  had  very  little  return  of 
fever;  but  as  her  Ikin  was  dry  and  thirft 
intenfe,  I allowed  her  to  drink  plentifully  of 
toaft  and  water,  which  fhe  particularly  de^ 
fired,  and  fwallowed  with  great  eagernefs ; 
after  which  fhe  gently  perfpired  towards 
morning,  and  growing  cooler  began  the 
draughts  as  before.  The  urine  was  amber 
coloured  ^ but  without  fediment  or  fepara-*- 
tion. 

1 6th.  Better  in  all  refpefts,  but  very 
weak,  and  her  reft  much  difturbed  in  the 
night  by  the  cough ; Draught  continued 
as  before,  and  by  intervals  wine  and  light 
nourifliment  were  given  often,  and  in  fmall 
quantities. 

1 7th.  Continued  free  from  fever,  and  able 
to  fit  up;  fhe  had  three  ftools,  was  much 
difturbed  by  her  cough,  and  complained  of 
a fore  throat. 


Directed 
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Diredled  piL  e Jlyrace  three  grains,  and 
the  draughts  only  to  be  given  three  times 
a-day. 

There  was  no  remarkable  change  ’till 
the  at  which  time  (he  was  almoft  un- 
able to  fwallow,  her  throat  being  much 
worfe,  and  the  tonfil  glands  (lightly  ulcera^ 
ted;  her  cough  was  troublefome,  and  feve- 
ral  miliary  eruptions  appeared  in  her  body. 

The  following  draught  was  given  every 
four  or  five  fiours,  and  her  throat  was  fu- 
migated with  the  fleams  of  hot  vinegar 
poured  on  lavender  flowers,  which  gave  her 
great  rdief. 

R. 

DecoQ,  Cort.  Peruv,  I Ifs^ 

ExtraSl,  ejufd,  molL  9 /. 

£//v.  Vitriol,  dulc,  xx, 

Aq.  Cin,  Spt.  5 ///. 

ConfcB,  Alkem,  5/.  mifce  & fiat  haujlus. 

Her  flrength  was  fupported  by  nourifh-^ 
ment  of  eafy  digeflion-  as  often  as  her  flo^ 

mach 
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mach  would  difpenfe  with  it,  and  a little 
fpiced  claret  was  given  whenever  flie 

23d.  I defired  fhe  might  be  removed  into 
the  country  {Claphani)  for  the  benefit  of  air; 
and  in  a few  days  fhe  was  fo  much  better 
in  all  refpedls,  as  to  leave  off  her  medicines, 
a]ud  only  took  a tindlure  of  bark,  and  carda^ 
mons  as  a jftomachic,  in  a ftrong  infufion  of 
t(infy. 

R E M A R K S. 

This  fever  was  complicated  with  pleu^ 
rify  in  a high  degree ; a cafe,  of  all 
others  the  moft  dangerous ; and  as  pleuritic 
fymptoms  do  fometimes  accompany  a mor- 
bid affedlion  of  the  abdominal  vifcera  in  this 
difeafe;  perhaps  it  might  reafonably  be 
afked,  whether  the  diarrhcea  and  inflamma- 
tion of  the  omentum,  which  fo  ufually  fuc- 
ceeded  the  rigor,  were  not  here  prevented 
by  early  and  repeated  bleeding  ? 


From 
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From  what  may  be  obferved  in  the  fore- 
going hiftory ; //  does  not  appear  eligible  to 
wait  for  a difinB  intermiffion  of  this  fever  y 
lef  a f eve  re  attack  of  the  febrile  paroxyfm 
Jhould  in  the  mean  time  carry  off  the  patient: 
I think  a remiffion  of  the  fymptoms,  efpe- 
cially  if  attended  with  any  critical  evacuation, 
is,  in  general,  fufficient  to  juftify  the  liberal 
and  immediate  ufe  of  the  bark ; but  where 
they  are  at  firft  manifeftly  inflammatory, 
when  bleeding  and  evacuations  had  not  pre- 
ceded ; I have  Teen  it  given  without  any 
good  eflfed:. 

CASE  XIIL 

Ear  ah  Evans,  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  was  delivered  in  the  Hofpital  on  Mon^ 
day  the  19th  of  November,  1770 ; flie  had 
a natural  labor,  and  was  well  the  two  firil 
days  after  delivery  ; but  on  the  third  day 
feized  with  fever,  which  the  matron  be- 
lieved was  owing  to  furprize,  as  the  febrile 
fymptoms  appeared  very  foon  after. 


As 
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. As  this  patient  was  of  a very  delicate 
irritable  habit,  and  lax  fibres,  I did  not 
think  it  proper  to  dired:  bleeding,  particu- 
larly as  her  Ikin  was  moift,  and  her  pulfc 
quick  and  weak. 

She  took  a mixture  with  fpt.  mindereri 
and  tinEl.  thebaic ; emollient  clyfters  were 
alfo  direded  to  be  frequently  adminifier- 
cd.  After  the  fever  had  gradually  in- 
creafed  for  a few  days,  fhe  complained  of 
difficulty  of  breathing,  and  pain  in  the;  fide 
of  her  belly,  towards  the  navel.  Warm 
flannels  were  applied  to  the  part  affeded, 
and  bladders  of  hot  water  to  her  feet. 

She  drank  beef  water,  and  weak  pimen- 
to tea  for  common  drink  ,*  and  being 
extremely  languid,  was  allowed  a fmall 
quantity  of  white  wine  and  light  nourifh- 
ment  by  turns. 

On  the  29th  of  Noveinber  flie  was  ftill 
weaker ; the  heart  almoft  ceafing  to  do  its 
office,  and  the  circulation  being  at  the  low- 
eft  ebb.  The  next  morning  Ihe  calmly 

expired 
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expired  without  any  figns  of  mortal  an-» 
giiifli. 


DISSECTION. 


On  opening  the  body,  evident  marks 
of  inflammation  appeared,  particularly  in 
the  abdomen : Great  part  of  the  omentum 
was  dejflroyed,  and  converted  into  matter^ 
what  remained  w^s  gangrenous ; its 

difeafed  membranous  expanfions  here  and 
there  overfpread  the  inteftinesy  and  flightly 
adhered  to  their  furface,  which  was  alfa 
inflamed,  particularly  at  their  convolutions; 
thofe  parts,  from  the  additional  of 

preflure,  being  as  it  were  fuperfieially  folder-^ 
ed  together  ; That  portion  of  the  ^mientimr 
which  is  inferted  round  the  great'  ciirvature 
of  the  ftomach,  was  alfo  confiderably  in- 
flamed. . - i?..- 

The  uterus  had  a natural  appearance,  and 
was  perfedly  found,  as  \vell  as  all  the  parts 
peculiar  to  it. 


The 
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The  liver  was  alfo  unaffed;ed,  except  if 5 
peritonaeal  coat,  which  being  diflblved  by 
the  inflammation,  lay  on  its  furface  in  a 
tender,  gelatinous  ftate.  The  galUbladdet 
was  turgid  with  bile. 

The  mediajiinum  was  inflamed,  but  the 
lungs  were  perfeilly  found,  and  free  from 
adhefion  to  the  pleura. 

The  whey-colored,  putrid fluid  contained  in 
the  abdomen,  was  nearly  the  fame  in  quantity 
and  appearance  as  that  in  the  former  cafes. 

R E M A R K. 

' Where  the  pulfe  was  extremely  foft  and 
weak,  and  the  circulation  languid;  it  is 
difficult  to  account  for  fo  fudden  and  high 
a degree  of  inflammation,  as  to  produce  a 
cdi^tdiion  oi  mattery  or  any  inflammatory 
affedlion  of  the  abdominal  vifcera;  but  fo 
4t  was;  and  therefore,  in  all  fuch  cafes, 
where  bleeding  feems  improper,  it  will  be 
requifite,  immediately  to  apply  Jinapifmsy  or 
a large  blifter  to  the  umbilical  region. 

CASE. 
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CASE  XIV. 

Hannahyeffreys^  of  a ftrong,  healt  hy  con- 
ftitution  ; the  fourth  day  after  delivery, 
which  was  natural,  was  feized  with  a Jhi^ 
vering  jity  fucceeded  by  head-ach,  and  great 
ficknefs  at  ftomach,  with  fix  bilious  ftools; 
Ihe  was  affedlcd  with  univerfal  languor,  and 
dejection  of  fpirits,  was  very  reftlefs,  and 
had  a fmart,  quick  pulfe.  ‘ * 

A clyfter  with  beef- water  was  given,  and 
ihe  dihited  plentifully  with  warm  balm-tea; 
but  did  not  perfpire. 

The  next  morning,  flie  had  two  purga- 
tive evacuations,  and  labored  under  much 
anxiety  and  oppreffion  atherbreaft  : Broad, 
purple  colored /pots  which  fofe  a little  above 
the  furface  of  her  flcin,  foon  after  appeared 
all  over  her  body,  they  were  very  thick  on 
her  bread:  and  face,  but  not  attended  with 
any  mitigation  of  the  fymptoms,  except 
for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  beginning. 

She  took  one  of  the  antimohial  powderSy 
which  was  repeated  every  three  or  four 

hours 
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Kours>  without  any  fenfible  evacuation 
whatever : As  fhe  was  not  better  in  the 

evening,  the  eruption  appearing  lividy  and 
her  extremities  being  cold;  a cordial  julep 
was  given  her  now  and  then  ; hliflers  were 
applied  to  the  ihfide  of  her  arms,  and 
cataplafms  to  her  feet;  the  emollient  clyfter 
w^as  repeated,  and  fhe  was  allowed  white- 
wine  wey  for  common  drink. 

The  two  following  days  all  the  febrile 
fymptoms  increafed,  with  the  difficulty  of 
breathing;  altho’  the  blifters,  which  had 
been  applied,  produced  their  proper  effedl; 
and  thus  growing  gradually  w^orfe  arid 
worie,  fhe  died  at  four  in  the  morning,  on 
the  5th  of  May  lyyr , being  the  ninth  day 
from  that  of  her  delivery. 

REMARKS. 

% 

The  caufes  from  whence  thofe  petechice 
are  faid  to  happen,  are'  fo  different,  as  to 
make  a difference  in  their  treatment,  very 
effential  to  the  patient’s  fafety;  for 

inffance,. 
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inftance,  if  they  arife  from  putrid  diflblutio.n 
' of  the  blood,  they  will  require  the.  ufe  of 
bark,  with  acids  and  all  fuch  medicines 
as  confirm  its  texture,  and  refift  the  putre- 
fadtive  tendency  prevailing  in  the  habit ; 
but  if,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  produced 
by  too  violant  a degree  of  the  circulating 
power,  which  may  occafion  rupture  of  the 
fmall  arteries,  and  extravafation  of  the  fan- 
guineous  globules,  then  the  former  remedies 
are  to  be  avoided ; and  fuch  as  diminifh  the 
adtion  of  the  heart  and  arteries  will  afford 
the  moft  relief;  viz.  bleedings  fe datives, 
and  cooling  regimen. 

The  firft  cafe  is  attended  with  exceeding 
danger,  and  very  often  proves  fatal : Here^ 
the  pulfe  is  generally  quick  and  weak,  and 
the  lofs  of  ftrength  great  and  fudden  j on  the 
contrary,  in  the  fecond  cafe,  the  pulfe  is 
hard  and^  full,  the  artery  vibrates  more 
ftrongly,  and  the  fpots  may  fometimes  be 
found,  by  the  touch,  to  rife  a iittle  above 

the 


236  PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS 


the  furface  of  the  fkin,  which  is  ufuall'y 
hot  and  flqrid  ; but  it  muft  be  confeffed, 
that  fome  particular  fevers  are  fo  indi- 
ftindlly  marked,  as  to  their  fpecies,  and  their 
fymptoms  fo  complicated  and  equivocal, 
that  it  is  not  a little  difficult  to  know  with 
certainty  from:  what  caufes  they  arife. 

This  lafl:  cafe  was  the  only  one  where 
the  omentum  was  neither  fuppurated  or 
gangrenous  ; there  was  indeed,  fome  figns 
of  flight  inflammation,  and  a confiderable 
quantity  of  fluid  in  the  abdarneuy  which 
looked  like  the  ferum  of  blood ; but  it 
was  not  purulent,  as  in  the  former  cafes. 
Hence  it  is  probable,  that  a gradual  accu- 
mulation of  fluid  in  the  abdoijien  com- 
mences befote  death,  as  the  lymphatics  lofe 
their  abforbent  power,  from  defe6t  of  the 
vis  vitce,  ‘ 

We  have  been  told,  the  body  has  fome- 
times  been  obferved  to  remain  warm  for 
feveral  days  after  death,  and  that  the  limbs, 
inflead  of  becoming  fliff  and  rigid,  con-. 

tinuc . 
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tinue  foft  and  flexible : This  extraordinary 
circumftance  occurred  to  me  once  or  twice, 
and  occafioned  no  fmall  anxiety  in  the 
friends  of  the  difeafed,  who  looked  upon  it 
as  a fign  of  fome  latent  fparks  of  life,  and 
therefore  would  not  permit  interment  of 
the  body,  until,  long  after  the  iifual  time, 
but  in  reality,  fuch  appearances  are  ftridlly 
7norbidy  and  inflead  of  creating  hope,  ftiould 
totally  exclude  it  1 for  they  denote  dif- 
eafes  highly  putrid,  and  of  a mortal  nature. 
All  animal  bodies  tend  to  diflblution,  as 
foon  as  the  progrefiive  motion  of  their 
fluids  ceafes ; and  this  preternatural  heat 
of  body  feems  owing  to  nothing  but  an 
uncommon  degree  of  putrefadiive  fer-- 
mentation  which  is  known  to  generate  heat'. 

The  following  cafe  was  drawn  up  by  ' 
Mr.  Patten,  furgeon  to  the  fliip  Refolution, 
which  failed  round  the  world,  commanded 
by  the  late  Captain  Cook. 


CASE 
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CASE  XV. 

Sibyl  ¥/atforiy  aged  twenty-two,  was  de- 
livered in  the  Hofpital,  Odl.  2,  1776,  of 
her  firft  child,  without  any  uncommon 
circumftance  attending  the  labor  which 
was  eafy  and  natural ; . The  placenta  came 
away  without  affiftance,  about  ten  mi- 
nutes after  delivery.  She  refted  well  in 
the  night,  and  perfpired  gently. 

This  woman  was  of  a lax  and  delicate 
conftitution,  and  had  during  the  two  laft 
months  of  pregnancy,  been  troubled  with 
a flight  pain  in  her  left  fide  attended 
with  cough  ' and  difficulty  of  breathing, 
but  thefe  complaints  had  in  a great  mea- 
fure  been  removed  by  bleeding  fome  time 
before  delivery. 

3d.  In  the  morning  fhe  was  perfedly 
free  from  pain  and  fever,  but  about  fix  in 
the  evening  without  any  apparent  caufe, 
was  fuddenly  attacked  with  burning  heat 
diffufed  all  over  her  body,  which  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  coldnefs  'and  fhivering,  great 

, anxiety 
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anxiety  and  oppreffion  at  tht  pr^^cordiuy  and 
univerfal  pain.  For  thefe  complaints  flie 
took  a few  drops  of  the  tindtura  thebaica 
in  a little  mint  water. 

At  nine,  when  I faw  her,  fhe  had  the 
following  fymptoms,  viz.  violent  pains  in 
the  left  lide  of  the  thorax,  which  ftruck 
down  to  the  left  groin,  fometimes  to  the 
right,  and  frequently  darted  from  thence 
to  the  navel.  She  had  great  forenefs  all 
over  the  abdomen,  a frequent  naufea  and 
retching  to  vomit,  which  brought  up 
nothing  but  phlegm ; her  breathing  was 
Ihort,  and  laborious,  the  pulfe  quick, 
weak,  and  unequal,  fometimes  flatter- 
ing, and  at  other  times  regular,  with 
fome  fmall  degree  pf  hardnefs ; her  voice 
was  weak  and  tremulous,  her  countenance 
pale,  the  Ikin  hard  and  rough,  without  the 
leafl:  moifture  on  any  part  .of  her  body,  ex- 
cept the  breaft  and  neck : fhe  complained 
at  intervals  of  acute  ' pain  in  the  ftomach, 

which 
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which  continued  for  a fliort  time,  but  fre-? 
quently  returned ; fhe  had  alfo  a fixed  pain 
in  the  right  fhoulder. 

Dr.  heake  directed  ten  ounces  of  blood  to 
be  taken  from  the  arm,  which  gave  her 
immediate  relief;  the  pulfe  became  more 
regular,  and  the  oppreffion  about  the  prse- 
cordia,  and  difficulty  of  breathing,  were  al- 
moft  totally  removed.  The  fourth  part 
of  a grain  of  emetic  tartar  was  given  with 
the  faline  draught  every  three  or  four 
hours,  and  fhe  drank  plentifully  of  warrn 
diluting  liquors. 

4th.  No  reft  the  preceding  night ; 
in  the  morning  flie  had  a bilious  ftool,  her 
pulfe  was  full  and  quick,  attended  with 
difficult  refpiration,  and  great  oppreffion  at 
the  prsecordia,  with  frequent  fighings ; her 
tongue  was  white,  but  moift,  and  fhe  com- 
plained of  univerfal  pain  and  forenefs  all 
over  the  abdomen : The  tartar  emetic  was 
continued,  with  large  dofes  of  campho- 
rated julep  every  three  hours  : fhe  diluted 
plentifully,  but  did  iiot  perfpire. 
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5th.  Had  eight  bilious  ftools,  the  pain 
and  difficulty  of  breathing  were  confider 
ably  abated,  her  complexion  more  lively, 
the  pulfe  regular,  differing  little  from  a 
healthy  ftate,  a gentle  moifture  was  dif- 
fufed  over  the  whole  body ; fhe  had  a mo- 
derate  fecretion  of  inilk,  and  the  lochia 
were  difcharged  in  their  natural  quantity. 
Two  ounces  of  a ftrong  decodlion  of  bark 
w^ere  now  prefcribed  and  directed  to 
be  given  every  four  hours  ; fhe  refted  well 
in  the  night,  and  perfpired  gently. 

6th,  Had  five  bilious  ftpols  without  pain, 
and  was  much  better  in  all  refpedts.  The 
decodlion  of  bark  was  continued, 

^th.  Almoft  every  complaint  vaniflied  ; 
fhe  was  fo  much  better,  as  to  be  able  tq 
walk  about  the  ward  without  affiftance, 
and  in  due  time  was  difcharged  from  the 
Hofpital  perfedly  recovered, 


CASE 
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CASE  XVI. 

Sarah  Dai)iesy  was  delivered  at  the  Weji^ 
minjier  Lying-in  HofpitaU  December  4th, 
1778.  The  lochial  difcharge  and  excre-' 
tions  in  general  were  natural. 

8 th.  The  pulfe  full  and  frequent ; ref- 
piration  difficult.  She  was  thirfty,  had 
pain  in  her  head,  and  as  fhe  expreffed  it, 
at  her  heart  alfo.  By  the  matron’s  order, 
balm  tea  and  barley  water  were  given  for 
common  drink. 

9th.  She  was  vifited  by  Dr.  Leake , who 
prefcribed  the  antimonial  powders  and 
bottles  of  warm  water  to  her  feet. 

1 1 th.  Better  in  every  refpedl,  with  abate- 
ment of  thirft,  perfpiration  moderate,  the 
bowels  laxative,  and  pulfe  not  fo  quick. 

1 2th.  Worfe,  as  fuppofed,  from  anxiety 
of  mind  ; pulfe  low  and  frequent,  the  jaws 
ftrongly  contradled,  and  breathing  difficult, 
with  pain  in  her  bowels  and  loofe  offenfive 
ftools.  Dr.  Leake  direded  a blifter  to  the 

fide. 
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fide,  and  bolus’s  of  camphor y mujk  and 
opiuMy  which  were  given  when  they  could 
be  got  into  her  mouth. 

13th.  Pulfe  low  and  quick,  and  ftools 
frequent,  fame  medicines  continued. 

14th.  Purging  more  violent,  attended 
with  flow  fever,  thirfl:  violent  and  Ikin  dry. 
Vifited  by  Dr,  Leake,  who  diredled  a,  cold 
infufion  of  bark  and  antimonial  powders. 

15th  and  1 6th.  Delirous  in  the  night, 
fliools  foetid,  pulfe  quick  and  languid. 
Antimonials  omitted,  and  the  camphortaed 
julep  ordered  to  be  given  often,  with  a 
fl:rong  infufion  of  Cortex. 

I yth.  Much  the  fame.  Medicines 
continued. 

18th.  Worfe  in  the  night,  the  adbomen 
much  fwelled,  ilools  black,  foetid  and  in- 
voluntary. The  medicines  were  continued 
as  long  as  fhe  could  take  them,  and  an 
opiate  at  night  was  given. 

19th.  In  the  morning  the  patient  died. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Leake  directed  the  body  to  be 
opened,  the  next  day  at  night,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Jixteen  gentlemen  of  the  faculty. 
The  abdominal  integuments  being  removed, 
the  omentum  was  found  inflamed  on  one 
fide.  The  inteftines  were  much  diflended 
with  wind,  efpecially  the  colon.  On  the 
ftomach  was  found  a fmall,  gangrenous 
fpot.  The  other  vifcera,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  the  thorax,  had  no  difeafed  appearance. 

The  contents  of  the  pelvis  were  found, 
and  the  uterus  contra6led  to  the  fize  of  a 
fmall  melon.  After  this  examination  the 
Se  Elion  of  the  SymphyfsPuhis  was  performed 
in  order  to  afcertain  how  much  /pace  might 
be  gained  between  the  divided  bones ^ 

The  cartilage  being  laid  bare  by  Mr- 
Poignandy  Surgeon,,  an  obfcure  motion 
was  perceived  between  the  bones  upon 
moving  the  thigh  up  and  down,  and  the 
cartilage  being  very  foft,  was  then  cut 
through  by  Dr.  Leake,  with  great  eafe, 
and  without  wounding  the  neck  of  the 

bladder* 
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bladder,  or  any  of  the  contiguous  parts 
The  olTa-pubis  immediately  receded  from 
each  other  about  one  inch,  and  with  very 
gentle  force  were  feperated  tivo  inches  and 
an  eighth.  The  contents  of  the  pelvis 
were  afterwards  removed,  and  on  exami- 
ning the  internaU  pojierior  ligaments  of  the 
bones  of  the  pelvis,,  they  were  neither  la- 
cerated or  in  the  leaft  injured. 

This  operation  gave  general  fatisfadlion 
to  the  gentlemen  prefent,  of  whom,  as  a 
pupil,  and  Hofpital AJjiJlant  to  Dr.  Leake,  I 
had  the  honor  to  be  one. 

From  the  circumftances  attending  this 
cafe,  where  no  part  effential  to  life  W’^as  cut 
or  injured.  Dr.  Leake,  as  well  as  the  reft 
of  the  gentlemen,  were  inclined  to  think 
the  fediion  of  the  pubis,  in  fafety  and 
advantage,  preferable  to  the  Cssfarian 
operation. 

• y.  Lawton. 

IVeJlminJler  New-Lying-Inn  Hofpital, 
December  i^th,  1778. 

Several 
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Several  other  medical  gentlemen  and 
Pupils  intended  to  have  been  prefent  at  this 
operation,  but  were  prevented  by  receiving 
intelligence  too  late. 

With  refpedl  to  the  nurjiber  of  patients 
delivered,  and  likewife  thofe  who  died 
in  the  WeJImtn/lerNewLying-tnHofpitah  the 
account,  as  appears  by  the  Hofpital  books, 
ftands  thus:  From  the  %o\hoi  April  1767, 
to  the  30th  of  November,  1769;  out  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty -Jive  delivered,  three 
had  the  Clhild-bed  Fever,  of  whom,  Eliz. 
Walters  and  Fliz,  Becket  recovered,  and 
Sufannah  Vernon,  who  had  twins,  died ; alfo 
Ann  Moody,  of  the  fmall  pox  the  day  after 
delivery. 

From  the  foregoing  date,  to  the  15th  of 
May  1770,  {htmgt\iQ  epidemic  feafon^  out 
. of  fixty-three  delivered,  nineteen  had  the 
Child-bed  Fever,  befides  others  more  flightly 
effedted  with  it : of  which  number,  eleven 
died  in  the  hofpital,  and  two  more  out  of  the 
houfe,  who  were  removed  at  the  rcqueft  of 

their 
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their  friends ; namely,  Frances  Williams  and 
Mary  GammoHy  '‘Flizabeth  Kibblewhitey  alfo 
died  of  inflammation  in  her  bowels,  during 
the  above  period. 

From  the  1 5th  pf  Mayy  1 770,  to  the  29th 
of  September y 1772,  out  oi  three  hundred  and 
five  delivered,  two  died,  viz.  Sarah  Evans ^ 
and  Hannah  ficffreys. 

This  fever  was  alfo  epidemical  in  London 
in  the  year  1760,  of  which,  twenty-four 
died  in  the  Britijh  Lying- Inn-- Hofipitaly  from 
the  1 2th  of  JunCy  to  the  latter  end  of  De^ 
c ember -y  there  being  no  inftance  of  any^fuch 
mortality  in  fo  fliort  a time,  till  the  year 
1770,  when  it  was  again  extremely  fatal. 

TheSection  of  theSymphysisPubis 
firfl:  propofed  by  M.  Sigault  in  his  Fhefis  at 
AngierSy  and. afterwards  by  him  fuccefsfully 
performed  on  the  living  body  at  Paris,  Sept. 
2d.  1777,  having  much  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  Medical  Gentlemen,  I fhall  beg 
leave  to  olfer  fome  general  Animadverfions 
on  that  new  and  extraordinary  operation; 

particularly 
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particularly  as  M.  Le  Roy,  Profeflbr  of 
Midwifery,  and  dodlor  regent  of  the  faculty 
of  phylie  at  Paris,  who  affifted  him  in  the 
performance  of  it,  was  pleafed  to  honor  me 
with  his  Treatife  on  that  fubjeB^i  and  as 
Mr.  Poignand  the  Tranflator  has  thought 
fit  to  addrefs  it  to  me. 

Mr.  Sigault  fuppofes  that  the  cartilages 
interpofed  between  the  bones  of  the  pel- 
vis become  relaxed  by  the  effe£l  of  preg- 
nancy, and  therefore  recede  from  each 
other  in  the  time  of  labor,  by  preffure 
of  the  chiWs  head.  He  deferibes  the  Sec- 
tion OF  THE  Symphysis  Pubis  andpro- 
pofes  it  as  a fubftitute  for  Coefarian  ope- 
ration j the  propriety  of  which,  as  well  as 
the  objedlions  brought  againft  it,  I am  de- 
firous  to  examine  with  attention  and  candor; 
for  little  advantage  can  arife  from  opinions, 
where  men  rather  contend  for  fuperiority 
than  truth.  The  fpirit  of  enquiry'  is  only 
commendable  when  it  is  exerted  for  the 
improvement  of  fcience,  and  folely  dfrefled 


to 
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to  t\iQ  public  good.  But  although,  I am  in 
dined  to  think  favorable  of  this  operation, 
for  reafons  hereafter  affigned,  I know  that 
nothing  but  time  and  future  experience 
can  fufRciently  determine  whether  it  ought 
to  be  rejeded  or  adopted. 

The  ftrudure  of  the  parts  on  which  this 
operation  is  performed,  being  perfedly 
known  to  every  intelligent,  medical  Reader, 
their  defcription,  as  wdl  as  that  of  the  ope- 
ration itfelf,  would  be  unneceffary,  efpecially 
as  the  laft  is  circumftantially  fet  down  in  Mr. 
Le  Roy’s  trad,  entitled  PraBical  Enquiries 
on  the  SeBion  of  the  Pubes , to  which  I muft 
refer  him.  ' v “d  ^ - 

The  following  are'  the  objedions  to  thi's 
New  Operation ; Firft  that  the  cartilage  at 
the  fymphyfis  pubis,  may  happen  to  be 
ojjified^  which  would  prevent  its  divifion 
by  the  knife:  Secondly,  that  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  may  be  wounded : Thirdly  ; 
that  the  fpace  gained  by  the  fedion  of  the 
Pubis,  may  not,  in  a narrow  pelvis,  be  fuffi- 
R dent 
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cient  to'  allow  the  child^s  head  to  defcend 
through  its  cavity  : Fourthly  ; that  the  re- 
union of  the  cartilage  may  not  be  affedled  : 
And  laftly,  that  the  internaU  pojierior  liga-^ 
merits  uniting  the  facrum  and  ojfa  ilia^  may 
be  torn  afunder,  by  dividing  the  bones  of 
the  pubes,  r 

In  anfwer  to  the  preceding  objections : 
Jt  may  be  remarked,  firft,  that  cartilage  be-^ 
ing  a fubftance  eflentially  different  from 
bone,  is  never  found  offified  except  in  ?iprae-* 
ternatural Jiate^  or  in  old  age^  after  the  time 
of  child-bearing  is  paft,  and  where  there 
could  be  no  occafion  for  the  operation.  I can- 
not however,  affent  to  the  opinion  of  Sigault^ 
that  the  cartilages  of  the  pelvis,  undergo  a 
temporary  change,  and  become  fofter  in 
the  time  of  pregnancy.  . The  obfcure  mo- 
tion perceived  at  the  fymphyfis  pubis^ 
in  the  patient  at  the  Wejlminjler  Lying-in 
Hof  pit  ah  already  mentioned,  I*  believe  was 
not  owing  to  any  additional  foftnefs,  but  en- 
tirely to  its  own  permanent  ftruClure  as  a 

cartilage 
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cartilage  which  allowed  of  obfcure  motion, 
when  confiderable  force  was  applied. 

Secondly,  the  neck  of  the  bladder  being 
only  flightly  attached  to  the  fymphyfis 
pubis,  by  cellular  membrane,  and  not 
in  clofe  union  with  the  cartilage;  there 
never  can  be  the  leajl  danger  of  wounding 
it,  except  the  operator  is  ignorant  of  the 
ftrudure  and  fituation  of  the  parts. 

Thirdly,  the  fpace  of  one  inch  only 
gained  by  M.  Sigault  from  the  feilion  of 
the  pubis,  on  the  dead  body,  does  not  ap- 
pear fufficient  to  enlarge  the  bony  palTage 
for  the  exit  of  a child head,  in  a pelvis  un- 
commonly narrow;  but  in  the  cafe  of  Mrs. 
Brajier,  M.  LeRoy  found  a feparation  of  two 
inches  and  an  half ; and  as  the  cafe  at  the 
Weflminjter  Lying-in  Hofpital  affords  incon- 
teftable  proof,  that  after  the  fedtion  of  the 
cartilage,  the  bones  of  the  pubis,  without 
violence,  receded  from  each  other,  full  two 
inches  and  an  eighth,  1 have  no  doubt  but 
R % this 
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this  additional  fpace,  would,  in  general,  be 
fufficient  to  allow  paflage  for  the  child's 
head  even  in  a pelvis,  fo  preternaturally 
narro^V,  that  no  other  means  but  Caefu’- 
ria?i  operation  could  be  devifed  for  its  exit. 

Among  the  various  caufes  of  difficult 
labor,  the  moft  invincible  obftacle  to 
child-birth  is  that  of  a narrow  or  diftorted 
pelvis  j to  remedy  which,  the  Section  of  the 
Palis  feems  more  particularly  adapted  j but 
here  we  are  told  by  fome,  that  although  the 
long  axis  of  the  pelvis  may  from  thence  be 
extended  from  fide  to  fide,  its Jhortef  diameter 
from  facrum  to  Pales j where  additional  fpace 
is  moft  wanted,  will  not  be  increafed  in 
the  fame  proportion,  and  therefore  the  ope- 
ration cannot  avail.  This  indeed,  at  firft  fight, 
looks  like  a fpecious  and  infurmountable  ob- 
jeftion,  which  if  not  duly  attended  to,  and 
thoroughly  examined,  might  greatly  depre- 
ciate the  merit  and  advantages  of  the  new 
operation.  Iftiall,  therefore,  beg  the  Reader's 
attention  to  the  following  circumftances, 

which 
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which  if  clearly  underftood,  will  difprove 
and  totally  fet  alide  what  has  been  fo 
plaufibly  alledged  againfl:  it.  By  the 
SeBion  of  the  Pubis,  it  is  now  generally  al- 
lowed, even  by  its  opponents,  that  the  fpace 
gained  by  the  aperture  between  the  divided 
bones,  is  nearly  two  inches  and  an  half,  even 
in  the  dead  body,  where  the  parts  are  cold, 
and  rigid,  and  confequentlj  lefs  yielding 
than  in  a living  ftate.  It  will  therefore  fol- 
low, that  as  much  of  the  occiput  or  hind- 
head  as  is  protruded  into  an  aperture  at  the 

pubes  of  inches  and  a half  \ fo  much  pre^ 

\ 

cifely  will  hp  the fpace  gamed  by  this  op  e rati  on  y 

\ 

and  fuper added  to  the  Jhort  axis  of  the  pelvis 
from  facrum  to  pubes ; and  fince  the  occi- 
put prefenting  at  the  fymphyfis  is  much 
fmaller  in  diameter  than  the  head  itfelf, 
the  greater  will  be  its  projedlion  into  the 
aperture ; and  therefore  the  fpace  gained 
from  facrum  to  pubes  will  be  equal  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  pelvis  from  fide  to  fide; 
which  is  the  circumflance  here  contended 

fpr^ 
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for,  and  what  we  prefume  is  fully  proved;^ 
contrary  to  the  aflertion  of  thofe  who  have 
oppofed  this  operation. 

Fourthly,  from  the  obfervations,  andunr 
queftionable  authority  of  Pe^it  and  De  La 
FayCy  we  are  alTured,  that  cartilages  will  as 
firmly  unite  after  divifiouy  as  bones  after  a 
fradture.  But,  to  put  this  matter  out  of  all 
doubt,  Camper y a Dutch  phyfician,  made 
experiment  upon  a quadruped,  by  cutting 
through  the  cartilage  of  the  pubcsy  and' 
after  difledling  the  parts,  he  found  they 
were  firmly  united. 

Laftly,  refpecling  the  pretended  lacera- 
tion of  the  internal,  pofterior  ligaments  of 
the  pelvis  uniting  the  facrum  to  the  ilia,  I 
muft  refer  to  the  cafe  at  t^e  WefiminfierHof- 
pitaly  already  recited,  where  the  fediort 
was  publicly  made  in  the  prefence  of 
feveral  Medical  Gentlemeny  and  where,  not- 
withftanding  the  fpace  gained  was  two  inches 
and  an  eighthy  np  laceration  pr  the  leaft 
marks  of  violence  appeared,  but  on  the 

contrary, 
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contrary,  thofe  ligaments  were  found  per^ 
fedly  firm,  and  in  their  natural  ftate.  If 
fo  much  fpace  could  be  obtained  without 
laceration  in  the  dead  hody^  where  the  fibres 
were  cold  and  rigid,  and  their  cohefion  con- 
fiderably  weakened  by  natural  tendency  to 
diflblution ; how  much  more  fpace  might 
reafonably  have  been  expected  in  the  living 
fubjedt,  where  the  folids  are  more  foft  and 
yielding  ? ^ 

That  thefe  ligaments  may  artfully  be  torn 
afunder  by  forcible  pulling  open  the  bones 
of  the  pubes,  cannot  be  denied ; but 
the  fame  thing  will  happen  to  a Ihip^s 
cable,  whenever  a force  more  than  equal 
to  its  refiftance  is  applied.  In  fliort,  with 
any  reafonable  degree  of  prudent  caution, 
I believe  the  laceration  of  thefe  ligaments 
need  never  be  apprehended. 

Let  us  now  take  a comparative  view  of 
Caefarian  operation^  for  the  fuccefs  of  which, 
RouJfetusQQnttnA^  with  fp  much  zeal;  whilft 
Marchant  condemns  the  operation  as  highly 

danger 


256  PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS 


dangerous,  and  informs  us  that  Pare,  Gui}^ 
lemeauy  Viard,  and  others  of  the  firft  rank  in 
their  profeffion,  found  this  operation  ex^ 
tremely  unfuccefsfuh 

In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  London’ 
Medical  Obfervations,  may  be  found  a cafe 
of  Caefarian  operation  accurately  related,  and 
the  only  inftance  that  I know  of,  where  it 
was  performed  on  the  living  body,  in  this 
great  city,  for  upwards  of  a century  part. 
From  this  cafe,  as  one  which  may  be  de- 
pended upon,  I have  tranfcribed  the  fol- 
lowing particulars,  being  the  leading  cir- 
cumftances,  and  moft  material,  practical 
fadls  relative  to  the  nature  and  event  of 
that  operation. 

*T\\^Caefarian  operation  was  performed  on 
Martha  Rhodes,  Oa.  1769,  by  Mr. 

T^hompjon,  Surgeon  to  the  London  Ilofpi- 
tal,  who  informs  us,  that  the  patient  did 
not  lofe  more  than  four  ounces  of  blood, 
though  fhe  died  about  five  hours  after. 
The  body  being  opened,  grumous  blood 
which  was  computed  to  weigh  about  twen- 
ty 
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ty  ounces,  was  found  on  the  furface  of  the 
omentum  and  uterus.  The  cavity  of  the 
womb  alfo  contained  blood,  fo  that  the 
whole  quantity  of  this  vital  fluid  loft  by 
the  operation  was  allowed  to  be  thirty  ounces. 
Mr.  Thomfon  fays,  it  is  well  known,  that 
in  natural  labours,  the  difcharge  of  blood 
will  often  much  exceed  that  quantity;  and 
therefore  feems  at  alofs  to  form  a judgment 
what  might  'have  been  the  immediate 
caufe  of  this  patient’s  hidden  death. 

From  this  laft  opinion  I muft  beg  leave 
very  much  to  differ;  but  even  admitting 
the  quantity  of  blood  difcharged  in  a natu- 
ral labor  to  be  confiderable,  as  it  fometimes 
is;  the  danger  fliould  not  be  eftimated 
limply  by  its  quantity,  but  by  the Jhort fpace 
of  time  in  which  it  is  difcharged^  as  well  as 
the  nature  of  the  blood  itfelfy  and  the  fource 
from  which  it  is  derived., 

After  delivery,  the  blood  is  very  flowly 
evacuated  From  the  innumerable  fmall  vef- 
fds  proceeding  from  the  womb,  and  enter- 
ing 
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ing  the  cellular  fubftance  of  placenta,  for 
the  immediate  fervice  of  the  child; 
fpeiling  the  mother,  this  blood  may  therefore 
be  looked  upon  as  redundant y and  not  ejfential 
to  the  fupport  of  her  own  body.  On  the 
contrary,  in  Cafarian  feBiony  where  the 
large  dilated  arteries  and  veins  of  the 
womb  are  divided,  and  thirty  ounces  of 
vital  blood,  or  that  merely,  maternaly  fud- 
denly  guflies  forth  in  a full  ftream,  I am  in- 
clined to  think  that  fo  powerful  a check  to 
the  circulation,  may  fufpend  the  heart’s  mo^ 
tion,  and  prove  the  immediate  caufe  of  the 
patients  deaths  by  producing  a mortal  fyn^- 
ccepe ; particularly,  when  we  confider,  that 
the  hypogafric  arteries  entering  the  uterus, 
proceed  from  large  branches  of  the  aorta^, 
through  which  the  blood  circulates  with 
extreme  velocity, 

But  could  we  fuppofe  the  patient  might 
efcape  a mortal  haemorrhage^  after  this 
operation ; the  large  quantity  of  grumous 
blood  extravafated  in  the  cavity  of  the 

belly. 
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belly,  from  which  it  could  not  be  eva- 
cuated, would  corrupt  and  deftroy  the  con*? 
tiguous  vital  parts,  and  prove  the  ren^ote 
caufe  of  her  death. 

The  SeBion  of  the  Pubisy  which  allows 
the  child  to  be  born  by  the  natural  paffage, 
carries  not  with  it  thofe  ideas  of  cruelty 
which  attend  the  Caefarian  operatmiy  'where 
the  patient  is,  as  it  were,  emboweled  alive* 
No  formidable  apparatus  is  neceffary;  the 
fedlion  being  made  with  expedition,  and 
without  much  pain  or  danger;  no  blood-vef? 
fel,  nerve,  or  other  parts  effential  to  life  are 
wounded ; thefe  divided,  being  only  cutisy 
cellular  membrane y and  infenfible  cartilage y 
from  which  Haemorrhage^  or fympto^ 

matte  Fever y are  to  be  apprehended, 

Thefe  are  my  reafons  for  preferring  the 
New  Operationy  by  which  the  mother  and 
child  may  prpbably  both  be  faved^  but 
where  the  mother  at  leaft,  to  whofe  fafety 
our  principal  attention  fhould  be  directed, 
would  generally  be  loll  by  the  Csefarian 
Sedion. 


To 
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* To  thofe  who  vaguely  give  it  as,  their 
opinion  that  this  operation  will  not  fuc- 
ceed,  the  anfwer  is  ftiort ; it  has  already 
Jitcceededy  and  therefore  it  will  again  Jucceed ; 
particularly  with  fuch  as  are  difpofed  to 
give  it  fair  and  judicious  trial ; but  it  will 
be  prudent  for  every  Accoucheur y r>ot  to  un-» 
dertake  this,  or  any  other  capital  operation, 
on  the  living  body,  without  the  mof  7nature 
deliberationy  and  the*  concurrence  of  others 
of  the  profellion  eminent  for  their  dex- 
terity and  Ikill. 

M.  Le  Roy  gives  feveral  examples  of  its 
fuccefs.  M-  Defprecy  furgeon,  in  Britannyy 
performed  the  fedion  of  the  pubes^  with 
happy  event  in  1 778 ; and  Monf  DeLambony 
firft  furgeon  to  the  Duchefs  of  Lorraine,  in 
a letter  to  Monf  De  Brambillay  lately  pub- 
lilhed  at  Mans,  informs  him  that  he  had  per^ 
formed  the  fedion  on  two  patients,  with 
fuccefs  i one  of  which  fubmitted  to  the  ope- 
ration twiccy  and  is  now  in  perfed  health,  as 
well  as  her  child,  of  which  fhe  was  happily 
delivered  by  the  fecond  operation, 


My 
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‘ My  ingenious  friend,  Dr.  Haufmariy  of 
hrunfwicky  who  did  me  the  honor  to  num-^ 
her  himfelf  among  my  pupils,  obliged  me 
with  a manufeript  account  of  this  operation 
fuccefsfully  performed  by  ProfelTor  Siebold  t 
His  recital  of  this  cafe,  refpedting  its  fa- 
vourable event,  is  very  different  from  what 
it  appears  in  a periodical  publication,  but 
whether  this  may  be  owing  to  miftake  or 
other  caufes,  I cannot  take  upon  me  to  fay> 
as  I have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
ing the  original  cafe  related  by  M.  Siebold. 

The  eminent  Don  RafpaUy  formerly  Pro-- 
fejfor  of  Midwifety  at  Barcelona,  and  now 
Royal  Profeffor  of  that  Art  in  the  Univer^ 
Jity  of  Madfidy  who  likewife  honored  me 
with  his  attendance  at  my  Lectures,  alfo 
mentioned  fome  cafes  where  the  event  of 
this  operation  v/as  favorable. 

In  fhort,  the  greateft  part  of  what  has 
been  faid  in  oppofition  to  this  new  pra6tice, 
rather  confifts  of  invedlive,  and  finical 
diftindtions,  than  folid  and  impartial  argu- 
ment. But  opinions,  however  fpecious, 

unfupported 
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iihfupported  by  fads,  are  vague  and.  in- 
conclufive ; whilft,  on  the  contrary,  well 
authenticated  fads,  in  favor  of  the  operation, 
Can  ftarid  in  no  need  of  opinion  or  argu- 
ment. 

To  conclude,  refpeding  the  cafe  of  Mrs. 
Souchoty  upon  whom  the  fedion  of  the 
pubes  was  firft  performed  by  M.  Sigault^ 
fuch  was  the  event,  that  both  the  mother 
and  child  were  preferved ; the  circumftances 
appeared  fo  extraordinary,  that  Commif- 
fioners  were  appointed  by  the  'Medical  Fa-> 
culty  of  Parisy  to  examine  into  the  date  of 
the  cafe  and  fuccefs  attending  it,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  honor  of  prize  medals 
was  conferred  on  M.  Sigault,  as  well  as 
M.  Le  Roy,  who  aflifted  him  in  the  opera- 
tion^ 
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SECTION  V. 

Of  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Uterine 
Haemorrhages^  bejore  and  after  Delivery; 
and  the  new  Method  of  Pradtice  recom- 
mended  by  the  Author- 

"UTERINE  Hemorrhages  and  Convul- 
lions  being  two  of  the  moft  dan« 
gerous  afid  alarming  maladies  which  happen 
to  pregnant  women ; the  obfervations 
contained  in  the  two  following  feilions, 
I prefume,  will  become  ufeful;  efpecially 
as  they  are  drawn  from  repeated  experi- 
ence, in  the  courfe  of  feveral  years  ex- 
tenfive  practice.  Few  authoTs  have  treated 
profeffedly  or  pradically  on  thofe  difeafes; 
for,  it  has  been  too  much  the  euftom  of  one, 
to  copy  and  adopt  the  methods  of  another, 
and  to  recommend  them  on  the  authority 
of  his  predecdfors,  rather  than  from  the 
teft  of  his  own  experience  ; to  the  great 
detriment  of  true  medical  knowledge. 

A uterine 

/ 
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A’Uterine  haemorrhage:  or  flooding,  is  a 
preternatural  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
womb,  arifing  from  a feparation  of  the 
placenta  from  its  interior  furface,  which 
in  general,  may  be  looked  upon  as  its  im- 
mediate caufe;  but  the  remote  caufes  are 
various;  they  may  proceed  from  external 
violence,  or  the  over  exertion  of  the  body 
in  lifting  heavy  weights.  Inflammatory  fe- 
vers, violent  paflions  of  the  mind,  or  what- 
ever will  preternaturally  increafe  the  mo- 
mentum of  blood  on  the  uterine  veflels, 
may  alfo  be  produdtive  of  this  difcharge. 

Nothing  will  fo  much  contribute  to  a 
true  knowledge  of  uterine  haemorrhages, 
as  due  attention  to  the  peculiar  ftrudturc 
of  the  placenta  and  gravid  uterus ^ and  their 
attachment  to  each  other;  this  will  not 
only  more  clearly  point  out  the  fourcc 
from  whence  blood  proceeds,  but  alfo 
the  degree  of  danger  to  the  motherland 
child. 


Tlic 
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The  placei'ita  may  be  looked  upon  as  an 
Apparatus  or  niedium  of  intercourfe,  form- 
ed by  nature  for  carrying  on  circulatioh 
between  mother  and  child:  It  is  not  only 
made  up  by  one  umbilical  vein,  ahd  two 
arteries,  which  divide  and  fubdivide  till 
jhey  become  infinitely  fmall,  but  alfo  by  a 
tonfiderable  quantity  of  cellular  fubjlance 
every  where  iiiterpofed  among  the  ramifi- 
cation of  thofe  veflels.  This  cellular  part* 
is  abundantly  fupplied  with  veflels  from  the 
uterus,  but  they  are  to  be  confidered  as  a 
fyftem  diftindl  from  that  of  umbilical 
veflels,  with  which  they  have  no  communi- 
cation j at  leaft,  that  can  be  dernonftrated ; 
for,  the  fubtileft  injedlions  have  never  been 
found  to  pafs  into  one,  by  filling  the  other ; 

j. 

the  firfl:  can  only  be  injedled  from  the  ute- 
rus, the  lafl:  from  the  foetus. 

Hence  it  appears,  there  is  a two-fold  cir- 
culation in  the  placentary  mafs,  and  that 
although  there  is  a continuation  of  veflels 
and  circulation  of  red  blood  between  the  uterus 

S and 
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and  placenta^  there  is  none  between  mou- 
ther and.  child,  by  means  of  the  umbilical 
veflels. 

Indeed  it  has  been  matter  of  difpute,  whe- 
ther the  ultimate  branches  of  the  placentary 
vein  anaftomofe  with  thofe  of  the  uterus, 
fo  as  to  tranfmit  red  blood  from  mother 
to  child;  or  whether  they  ftrike  root  in 
the  uterus,  and  from  thence  only  abforb  a 
milky  fluid  for  its  nourifhment,  which  is 
afterwards  converted  into  blood  by  the  cir- 
culating power  of  its  heart  and  arteries ; and 
in  the  fame  manner  as  blood  is  generated 
by  the  chick  in  ovo. 

Arantiu^y  a learned  Profeffor  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Bologna,  was  the  firfl:  who  denied 
circulation  of  red  blood  between  the  mother 
and  foetus,  by  continuation  of  veflels  paf- 
fing  from  one  to  the  other ; and  the  rather, 
as  he  obferves  that  there  is  no  kind 
of  proportion  between  the  innumerable 
branches  of  the  placentary  veflels,  com- 
pared to  thofe  of  the  uterus,  to  render 

their 
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their  anajiomojis  in  the  leafl:  probable : 
“ Illud  tandem  hunt  vaforum  unionem  minirne 
concedi  pojje  attejlatui\  quod  nulla  Jit  vafo^ 
rum  uteri  cum  innumeris  umbilicalium  ra^ 
“ dicibuSy  & capillamentis  proportio,  eoquo 
magis  quod  uteri  vafa  per  mat  rids  pr  opr iam 
fubjl anti  am  potius  fanguinem  effundanty 
quam  ad  inter nam  fuperjiciem  fuis  ofculis 
pertingantd^^ 

The  late  celebrated  Dr.  Monro,  was  of  the 
fame  opinion.  He  imagined,  the  extreme" 
branches  of  the  umbilical  vein  took  up 
a lymphatic  part  of  blood  from  the  uterine 
finus’s,  in  the  fame  manner  that  laBeals  ab- 
forb  chyle  from  the  cavity  of  the  inteftines.f 
Perhaps  it  may  be  urged,  that  although 
the  umbilical  vein  only  receives  nutritious 
fluid  from  the  uterus,  yet  the  arteries 
muft  return  their  red  blood  to  it,  otherwife 
it  would  become  redundant;  but  feeing 
S 2 that, 

* AranU  de  Human.  Feet.  p.  24. 
f Edin*  Med,  Effays,  Vol,  II,  p.  133. 
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that  there  is  a free  anaftomofis  between 
the  veins  and  arteries  in  the  fubftance  <of 
placenta the  greatefl:  part  of  that  ar- 
terial blood  fuppofed  to  be  carried  back  to  the 
uterus  is  in  facft,  taken  up  by  umbilical 
veins,  and  returned  to  the  Foetus.*  In- 
deed, the  moft  accurate  anatomifts^  now 
feem  to  agree,  that  the  ultimate  branches 
both  of  the  umbilical  arteries  and  veins,, 
reach  the  convex  furface  of  the  placenta, 
and  proceed  no  further. 

If  we  may  compare  vegetables  with  ani- 
mals ; it  feems  mofl  likely,  that  the  child 
in  utefO  is  at  firft  nourifhed  by  the  fame 
abforbent  power,  as  roots  in  the  earth ; or 
\\kt  parafite  plants y which  draw  their  nou- 
rifhment  from  that  body  into  which  they 
are  inferted.f  Perhaps  it  may  alfo  be  a pro- 
bable conjefture,  that  the  uterine  veflels 
which  enter  the  cellular  fubftance  of 

placenta, 

* According  to  Rohault^  only  a feventh  part  of  the  ar- 
terial blood  is  returned  by  the  umbilical  arteries  to  the  con- 
vex furface  of  the  placenta, 

+ Vide  Parfovt&  Analogy  between  the  propagation  of 
animals  and  vegetables* 
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placenta,  may  there  depofit  a nutritious 
lymph,  which  is  abforbed  by  the  extreme 
branches  of  umbilical  vein,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  foetus. 

From  this  reafoning,  drown  from  the 
ftrudlure  of  the  parts ; a circumftance, 
which  has  often  appeared  unaccountable, 
becaufe  it  was  imperfedlly  i\nderftood,  will 
become  obvious,  viz.  Why  the  child  may 
furvive,  in  utero,  for  a confiderable  time, 
and  without  being  deprived  of  blood, 
although  the  mother  is  almoft  exhaufted 
and  brought  to  the  point  of  death  by  a 
profufion  of  that  vital  fluid;  for  blood,  in 
flooding  cafes,  is  difcharged  immediately 
from  thofe  very  vejfels  which  fpringfrom  the 
uterus y and  enter  into  the  cellular  fubilance 
of  placenta,  and  not  from  extreme  bran- 
ches of  the  funis  umbilicalis  on  its  con- 
vex furface ; the  firfl:  being  parts  peculiar 
to  the  womb,  the  lafl:  proper  to  the  Foetus 
only. 


The 
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The  falfe  chorion  invefting  the  exterior 
furface  of  placenta^  is  alfo  numeroufly 
fupplicd  with  thofe  uterine  vejfels  \ and  it 
may  be  laid  down  as  a prailical  Rule, with- 
out exception,  that  whenever  a large  quan- 
tity of  this  tender  vafcular  7nembrane  comes 
away,  attended  with  pain  and  fanguine- 
ous  difcharge ; it  infallibly  denotes  a re- 
paration of  placenta  from  the  uterus ; 
the  patient  will  therefore  neceflarily  mif- 
carry^  notwithftanding  every  attempt  to 
prevent  it  \ this  reddilh  flaky  fublfance^ 
being  as  it  were,  the  very  cement  and  bond 
of  union  between  thofe  two  parts. 

The  illujftrious  Harvey  aflerts,  that  when 
the  mother  was  eyen  extinit  and  almofl 
fliff  with  cold,  he  had  found  the  umbilical 
arteries  beating,  and  the  foetus  vigorous 
and  ftrong : He  alfo  denies  the  anaftomofis 
of  veflels  between  the  placenta  and  uterus. 

“ Imo  vero  inejufmodi  Coefonibus,  mem^ 
brana  choro  etiamnum  obyolutisy  faepe  re-. 

««  peri 
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peri  {matre  jam  extinEla  & plane  rigidd) 
arterias  umbilicales  mica?2tes^foetumqueve* 
getum,  §iuare  hand  verum  eji fpiritus  a 
matre  per  arterias  ad  foetuni  pertingere : 
Nee  magis  verum  vafa  foetus  umbilicalia 
cum  uteri  vafs  per  Anafo^nojin  con-9 
^fungiA^ 

A new-born  child  will  live  many  hours 
after  birth  without  nourifhment ; for 
it  then  exifts  by  a circulation  of  its 
own,  and  being  replete  with  blood  and 
juices,  ftands  in  no  irnmediate  need  of  ad- 
ditional fupply;  in  like  manner  it  will 
continue  alive  for  a given  time  in  utero,  ^ 
when  cut  off  from  all  communication  with 
the  mother ; that  is,  after  a feparatioii  of 
the*  placenta ; but  although  it  there  re- 
ceives no  red  blood,  it  muft  neceffarily 
languifh  and  die  at  laft  from  the  want  of 
lymph,  or  that  nutritious  foinething  which 
is  effential  to  life  j like  a tender  plant, 

which 

♦ Uarv*  Op.  a Colleg.  Medic  Londin*  edit,  p.  590, 
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which  cannot  long  fubfift  without  th^  ufe 
of  water,  or  refrefbing  fhowers.^ 

Such  fluxes  of  blood  as  happen  after 
delivery,  may  be  brought  on  by  violent 
extradlion  of  the  placenta^ ; diftenfion 
of  the  uterus  in  twin-cafes,  from  the 
fecond  child ; or  by  a defedl  of  its  con- 
tractive  power,  from  general  weaknefs 
of  the  folid  fyfliem. 

Uterine  haemorrhages  are  more  or  lefs 
dangerous,  in  proportion  as  the  patient  is 
advanced  in  the  time  of  pregnancy.  In 
the  firfl:  two  or  three  months,  the  embryo 
enjoys  little  more  than  vegetable  life ; the 
veflfels  connecting  it  to  the  uterus  being 
very  fmall ; confequently,  the  blood  is 
then  difcharged  by  fuch  flow  and  infen- 
fible  degrees,  that  there  is  generally  time 
to  fupply  the  lofs,  by  replenifliing  them 
with  nourifhing  fluids,  fo  as  to  keep  up 
the  circulation. 

When 

» Vide,  Gerg.  Nymman,de  Vitae  Fcetus  in  Utcro, 
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When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  patient  will 
fuftain  the  lofs  of  a large  quantity  of 
blood,  without  much  diminution  of 
ftrength;  but  on  the  contrary,  when  the 
difcharge  is  great  and  fudden,  the  event  is 
frequently  fatal and  the  rather,  if  it  hap- 
pens in  the  laft  months  of  pregnancy, 
when  the  uterine  veffels  are  large  and  re- 
plete with  blood. 

The  vaft  profufion  of  this  fluid  gives  fo 
fudden  a check  to  the  circulation,  that 
there  is  not  fufflcient  quantity  returned  to 
the  heart  to  keep  it  in  due  motion;  fo 
that  its  acSion  either  languiflies  for  a time, 
and  the  patient  faints ; or  wholly  ceafes, 
and  fhe  expires  in  a fyncope* 

Floodings  frombruifes  or  falls,  are  ge- 
nerally of  the  worft  confequence  ; for  the 
patient  is  then  not  only  in  danger  limply 

frpni 

* According  to  Halkr*s  do6lrinej  the  heart's  motion 
principally  depends  on  the  irritability  of  its  right  auricle, 
which  is  ftimulated  into  motion,  by  the  influx  of  blood 
Sxom  the  vena  cava. 


274  nature  and  treatment 

from  the  lofs  of  blood,  but  alfo  from  the 
nature  of  the  injury  itfelf.  They  are  alfo 
extremely  fallacious  and  fatal  in  the  lall 
months  of  pregnancy;  for,  then  they  will 
frequently  ceafe  for  a time,  and  remove  the 
appearance  of  danger;  but  as  often  fud- 
denly  return,  and  fometimes  carry  her  off 
before  there  is  time  to  effed:  delivery^ 
which  is  the  only  expedient y in  fuch  cafeSy 
that  can  pojfibly  fanje  her  life. 

When  the  uterus  is  emptied  of  its  con- 
tents, it  contrad:s,'  and  gradually  becomes 
lefs  in  bulkj  efpecially  if  the  vital  powers 
are  not  much  impaired  by  the  preceding 
difeharge;  confequently,  the  current  of 
blood  in  the  branches  of  the  hypogajlric 
and  fpermatic  arteries  will  meet  v;ith 
refiftance,  and  its  momentum  on  the 
bleeding  orifices  of  thefe  veffels  being  con-* 
fiderably  diminifhed,  the  flooding  will  then 
either  abate  or  totally  ceafe ; fo  that  a dex- 
terous operator  will  fometimes  be  able  to  do 
more  for  the  fafety  of  his  patient  by‘ riia^ 

nual 
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nual  operation,  than  could  poflibly  be 
efFeded  by  the  moft  adminiftration 

of  medicines. 

When  any  part  of  placenta  has  been 
feparated  from  the  uterus,  it  will  not 
again  adhere.  This  appears  evident  after 
delivery;  for  that  precife  quantity  of  it 
which  was  difunited,  is  plainly  pointed 
out,  by  being  covered  with  black,  co- 
agulated blood.  Hence  the  reafon  is  obvi- 
ous, why  thofe  haemorrhages  which  go  off 
for  a time,  are  fo  extremely  dangerous  by 
their  hidden  return ; for  they  do  not 
ceafe  becaufe  there  is  a re-union  of  divided 
veffels,  but  becaufe  the  circulation  Ian- 
guiihes  from  profufe  lofs  of  blood,  fo  that 
the  patient  faints ; during  this  interval, 
its  impulfe  is  diminifhed,  and  the  veflels 
being  freed  from  their  diftending  power, 
will  not  only  gradually  contradt  from  the 
natural  cohefion  of  their  parts  ; but  the 
blood  being  almoft  in  a ftate  of  reft,  will 
coagulate,  and  as  it  were,  feal  up  their 
contradted  orifices  Here 
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Here  it  is  neceffary  to  remark  that  per^ 
nicious  and  deftrucTive  method  of  giving 
heating  cordials  or  fpiritous  liquorsy  with  a 
view  to  revive  the  patient,  to  which, 
many  have  unhappily  fallen  victims  j yet 
it  is  ftill  fo  prevalent,  efpecially  among 
the  lower  clafs  of  people,  that  it  never 
can  be  much  difcountenanced,  or  its  dan-p 
ger  fufficiently  pointed  out.  Many  women, 
during  their  ^fainting  fitSy  are  plentifully 
fupplied  with  warm  fpiced  wine  or  caudle, 
with  the  addition  of  brandy,  which  will 
increafe  the  bloods  motion,  and  again  force 
open  the  bleeding  velfels  ; and  thus  they 
will  alternately  continue  to  flood,  and  faint 
till  the  hour  of  death.  The  defign  of  fuch 
proceedings  may  be  good,  but  the  con- 
fequence  will  be  fatal. 

Although  nothing  is  more  difficult  than 
to  root  out  prejudice  from  ignorant  minds  ; 
yet,  he  who  will  conform  to  vulgar  errors 
at  the  expence  of  his  patient’s  fafety,  and 
is  afraid  to  oppqfe  them,  left  his  own  inte- 

reft 
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reft  ftiould  lufFer,'  acfts  below  the  dignity 
of  his  profeftion,  and  the  principles  of  an 
honeft  man. 

If  the  moft  unintelligent  of  mankind 
was  afked,  whether  a perfon  over-heated 
with  ftrong  liquor,  or  one  half-chilled  to 
death  with  cold,  would  bleed  moft  pro- 
fufely,  on  receiving  a wound  in  any  part  of 
his  body  ? furely  he  would  reply,  the  for- 
mer: The  cafe  is  fimilar  in  refpecft  to 

Uterine  haemorrhages \ yet  fuch  is  the  pre-  . 
valence  of  cuftom,  that  the  method  of 
giving  cordials,  as  they  are  called,  is  ftill 
obftinately  followed,  contrary  to  the  pa- 
tient’s fafety,  as  well  as  to  every  principle 
of  reafon,  and  common  fenfe. 

Thofe  who  confider  the  origin  and 
diftribution  of  hypogajiric  ?ca6.fpermatic 
arteries^  which  branch  off  from  large 
trunks,  and  nunieroufly  fupply  the  ute- 
rus; muft  needs  perceive  with  what  ra- 
pidity the  blood  pafles  through  thofe 
veflek;  particularly  the  firft,  which  are 

very 
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very  large  in  the  gravid  flare  confe-^ 
quently>  the  patient  will  foon  be  ex- 
haufled  in  profufe  floodings,  efpecially 
in  plethoric  habits,  or  where  the  aftion  of 
the  heart  and  arteries  is  thus  increafed  by 
fpirituous  liquors,  or  heating  regimen. 

Under  fuch  circumflances,  the  befl  cor- 
dials' are  thofe  fluids  which  repleniih  the 
empty  veflels,  without  heating  the  body; 
and  therefore,  broths  prepaired  from  ani-^ 
tnal  fubftanccs,  jellies  and  the  like,  are 
of  all  others,  fitteft  to  afford  expe- 
ditious nourifhment;  as  they  will  foon  be 
aflirnilatedi  and  converted  into  blood, 
without  much  afliftance  from  the  flomach 
or  vital  powers,  at  this  time  are  fo  much 
irnpaired. 

To  fubjoin  particular  hiftories  of  flooding 
cafes,  would  prove  of  little  ufe  to  an  intel- 
ligent prailical  Reader ; fince  profufe  dif- 
charges  of  blood  happening  in  the  lafl  months 
of  pregnancy,  are  generally  fuch,  as  no  me- 
dicines 
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dicines  have  power  to  remove ; for  as  long 
as  the  uterus  remains  in  a Rate  of  diften«^ 
iion,  fo  long  will  its  veffels  continue  to 
pour  out  blood,  efpecially  where  a large 
q^uantity  of  placenta  is  feparated  from 
it ; and  therefore,  it  would  be  very  unfafe 
to  expe£l  from  medicines,  what  can  only 
be  brought  about  by  fpeedy  delivery ^ which 
produces  a mechanical  change  in  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  that  organ  by  removing  its  con- 
tents, add  fuffering  it  to  contra6l. 

But  although  this  is  the  principal  ex- 
pedient, and  the  moR  effe£l:ual  remedy 
in  Rich  cafes,  unfortunately,  it  does 
not  always  fecure  the  patient  from  fu- 
ture danger;  for  the  force  and  energy 
with  which  the  womb  contracls,.  being  in 
proportion  to  bodily  Rrength,  rather 
than  the  length  of  time  the  patient 
has  been  delivered ; whenever  that  is 
greatly  diminiRied,  the  flux  of  blood  may 
Rill  continue.  This  is  the  reafon  why  a 
flooding  before  delivery  fometimes  occa- 

fions 
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fions  the  like  difcharge  afterwards.  In  the 
feveral  bodies  which  were  opened,  when 
the  Child-bed  Fever  proved  mortal ; I had 
fufEcient  opportunity  of  afcertaining  this 
and  confequently  found  that  where  the 
patient  was  ftrong,  and  not  invaded  with 
fever  till  lato  than  ufual,  there  the  uterus 
'was  gteatly  diminilhed  in  bulk  ; but  on  the 
contrary,  when  Ihe  was  naturally  weak, 
or  rendered  fo  by  a fudden  attack  of  the 
difeafe ; it  then  became  inert,  arid  was 
found  lefs  firm  and  contrafted. 

particularly  takes  notice,  that  when 
the  uterus  contradls  imperfedtly  after  de- 
livery, the  confequence  is  dangerous ; and 
alfo  remarks,  that  after  the  patient  is  deli- 
vered by  turning  the  child;  fhe  often  dies 
in  confequence  of  the  violence  applied,  or 
by  continuance  of  the  difcharge  : he  af- 
ferts,  that  floodings  are  mofl:  profufe  when 
the  labor-pains  are  weakefl,  and  therefore 
concludes,  it  would  be  right  in  fuch  cafes, 
to  procure  pain  artificially,  by  dilating  the 


os 
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os  uteri,  which  will  put  the  uterus  into  a 
Rate  of  contraction,  by  which  the  child  will 
at  laft  be  expelled.  This  he  calls  the  hap- 
py medium  between  natural  delivery,  and 
that  which  is  forced,  by  violently  turning 
the  child;  and  affiires  us,  that  by  this  me- 
thod he  had  been  extremely  fuccefsful. 

I remember  an  inftance  of  the  good  ef- 
fects of  this  method,  in  a gentlewoman  to 
whom  I was  called  in  York  Buildings^  feve- 
ral  years  ago.  From  funday  evening  till 
the  Tuefday  following  about  twelve  o^clock, 
at  which  time  I was  defired  to  vifit  her, 
the  flooding  had  continued  profufe. 

She  was  attended  by  her'  midwife,  and 
had  drank  plentifully  of  port  wine,  in 
which  a hot  iron  had  been  quenched,  to 
•render  it  the  more  aftringent,  as  I fup- 
pofe : Her  afpeCl  was  death-like,  flie 
frequently  fainted ; her  pulfe  was  almofl: 
imperceptable,  and  fhe  feemed  finking 
very  faft. 


T 
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The  full  time  of  reckoning  was  expired  ; 
but  her  ftrength  being  much  exhaufted, 
the  labor-pains  were  inconfiderable,  and 
the  os  uteri  but  little  dilated.  I immedi- 
ately broke  the  membranes,  that  the  re- 
fiftance  to  the  languid  contradlion  of  the 
uterus  might  be  lefs,  and  fupplied  her 
with  veal  broths  made  moderately  ftrong, 
but  without  fait  or  fpices  : Of  tfiis  nourifli- 
ing  fluid,  given  cold,  Ihe  fwallow^ed  a tea- 
eupful,  or  much  as  her  ftomach  would 
bear,  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  having  ta- 
ken nothing  of  the  like  kind  before.  The 
cold,  frefh  air,  w^as  alfo  freely  admitted  into 
her  chamber,  which  feemed  to  give  her 
new  life ; for  fhe  found  her  ftrength  and 
fpirits,  as  well  as  her  pains,  increafe  very 
faft ; and  by  dilating  the  os  uteri,  they  at 
lafl:  became  fo  ftrong,  as  to  effedl  the  birth 
before  evening,  without  the  danger  of 
turning  the  child,  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  vaft  difcharge  of  blood,  was  born 
vigorous  and  Jlrong ; agreeable  to  what  I 
have  remarked  elfewhere,  A 
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A curious  example  of  the  efficacy  and 
reficient  quality  of  nourifliing  fluids  in  fuf- 
taining  life  and  reftoring  flrength,  even 
when  the  affimilating  powers  of  body 
were  not  fufficient  to  convert  them  into 
blood,  is  mentioned  by  Lower  in  his  book 
De  Corde,  viz.*  Adolefcenti fedecim  annos 
nato  cum  7nagn a fanguinis  copia  {^quade  caufa 
non  refert)  perbidduum  continuo  erumperety 
neque  medicamentis  diit  arte  uUa  cohiberi 
potuit ; jufculis  cum  rejicere  & recreare 
amici  & ajiantes  curarimt ; cumque  ea  valde 
avide  expet  ere  t atque  aj[u7neretyjluxus fubinde 
eoncitatior  quoque  fadlus  ejiy  & tandem  res 
eo  deve?iit,  ut  majfa  fa^iguinis  fere  tot  a emiffay 
quicquid  jam  ejfuerety  dilutum  (sf  pallidwiiy 
fanguinis  neque  naturam  neque  fpeciem  pre 
fe  ferrety  ipf  jufculo  quod  ioties  hauferat 
quam  fanguini  fmilius : Atque  eadem  forma 
per  diem  unum  aut  a It  e rum  duravit  hie 
aqueus  fluxusy  confante  interim  cordi  motu 
fuoy  donee  fluxa  demum  confopito  juvenis 
paulatim  integree  faluti  rejUtutes  efy  & 

T 2 exinde 

* De  Corde,  Chap,  ii,  p.  63, 
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exinde  in  virujn  robujlum  <Q?  quadratum 
accrevit. 

. To  know  whether  topical  applica-- 
iionSy  medicines y or  manual  operation,  will 
moft  efFed-ually  relieve  the  patient  in  ute- 
rine haemorrhages  ; their  various  caufes 
fhould  be  attentively  confidered,  with  the 
feveral  circumiftances  of  the  cafe ; alfo  her 
habit  of  body,  and  the  different  ftate  of  the 
uterus  before  and  after  delivery. 

In  thofe  fluxes  of  blood  which  happen 
during  labor,  or  at  the  full  expiration  of 
pregnancy,  it  will  be  proper  to  break  the 
membranes ; for  the  uterus  will  contradl 
after  difcharge  of  the  waters,  and  the  flood- 
ing will  from  thence  be  deminiflied  ; par- 
ticularly as  the  bleeding  veflels  will  then 
be  brought  into  clofe  contad  with  the  child, 
as  it  wxre,  by  comprefs  and  bandage. 
But  as  this  method  only  procures  relief  to 
a certain  degree,  if  the  fymptoms  become 
urgent  and  the  labor  does  not  quickly  ad- 
vance, the  patient  ought  to  be . delivered 
foon  as  poflible.  When 
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When  the  child’s  head  (huts  up  the 
os  uteri,  the  patient  may  continue  lofing 
blood  profufely  into  the  cavity  of  the  •womb, 
although  none  externally  appears  j this  is 
to  be  feared  when  her  pulfe  finks,  attended 
with  great  faintnefs  and  fudden  lofs  of 
ftrength,  without  any  evident  caufe ; and 
will  befi:  be  known  by  preffing  up  the 
head  in  the  abfence  of  labor-pains,  fo 
as  to  let  the /Confined  blood  efcape.  Such 
cafes  are  extremely  dangerous  and  fal- 
lacious, where  the  operator  is  not  fiiffi*- 
ciently  upon  his  guard. 

Sometimes  the  placenta  has  been  found 
prefenting  loofe  at  the  os  uteri,  or  ad- 
hering to  that  part ; in  both  cafes,  efpe^ 
cially  the  firft,  a flooding  will  happen, 
attended  with  great  danger ; and  therefore 
will  require  fpeedy  delivery,  which  may 
be  efiedted  either  by  the  long  double-curved 
forcepSy  or  turning  the  child,  as  appears 
moft  eligible  from  different  circumffances  j 
for  as  the  whole  placentary  mafs  is  feparated 
from  the  womb,  the  leajl  delay  would  prove 
fatal  to  the  patient.  ' Thofe 
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Thofe  haemorrhages  which  happen  where 
the*  child  has  long,  been  dead  in  utero,  are 
alfo  attended  with  imminent  danger be- 
caufe,  as  there  is  then  no  longer  any  circu- 
lation in  the  placenta^  the  cafe  will  be 
nearly  the  fame  as  when  it  prefented  loofe, 
although  it  does  not  appear  fo  alarming. 

January  the. 20th,  1765,  I was  fent  for 
to  Mrs.  G — , a gentlewoman  in  Piccadilly^ 
who  was  feized  with  a flux  of  blood  frorn 
the  uterus,  near  the  full  time  of  pregnancy ; 
as  it  was  .not  profufe,  and  her  ftrength  and 
fpirits  were  good,  I waited  for  feme  hours 
in  expectation  of  ftronger  pains,  but  as  the 
difeharge  feemed  to  go  off,  and  flie  was  dif- 
pofed  to  fleep,  I left  her  and  defired  to  be 
called  if  it  returned  with  violence,  or  when 
the  pains  became  ftronger.  When  I vi- 
fited  the  next  day,  they  were  incon- 
fiderable,  and,  the  os  uteri  was  very  little 
dilated  ; but  though  fhe  continued  to  lofe 
blood,  her  ftrength  feemed  little  im- 
paired i 
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paired  j In  this  fituation  fhe  remained  fe- 
veral  days,  during  which,  fhe  took  a de- 
codion  of  bark,  with  tinB.  rofor.  r,  and  a 
few  drops  of  tinbl,  thebaic. 

At  laft  the  difcharge  became  intolerably 
putrid,  and  was  foon  followed  by  a large 
fecretion  of  milk,  which  flowed  from  her 
breafts  by  the  flightefl:  preflTure  : The  flood- 
ing now  began  to  increafe  very  much  ; fhe 
grew  weak  and  faint,  and  certainly  would 
have  funk  under  the  difcharge,  had  flie  not 
been  fpeedily  delivered. 

The  child  had  been  dead  feveral  davs 

j 

before  the  fecretion  of  milk,  which  began 
as  foon  as  the  placenta  was  feparated  from 
the  womb  j for  then  the  haemorrhage  was 
obferved  to  increafe.  The  fame  circum- 
flance  may  happen  when  the  foetus  in  utero 
is  weak,  and  the  abforbing  power  of  the 
placenta  from  thence  in  part  deftroyedj 
agreeable  to  what  is  laid  down  by  Hlppo-^ 
crates  in  his  Aphor;  viz,  Mulieri  in  iitero 

gerenti^ 
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gerentiy  Ji  muttum  laBis  ex  mammis  jluxerity 
infirmum  foe  turn  JigniJicat* 

In  ftrong  habits,  where  the  uterine  fibres 
are  tenfe,  the  flooding  generally  flop's,  and 
the  placenta  is  eafily  excluded  foon  after 
delivery;  but' on  the  contrary,  when  the 
patient  is  very  weak,  much  longer  time  is 
then  required  for  its  coming  away  ; and  if 
it  fliould  be  unwarily  extradled  before  the 
uterus  has  had  fufficient  ,time*  to  contra dl, 
or  where  it  afterwards  continues  loofe  and 
inactive ; a mortal  hsemorrhage  may  chance 
to  enfue.  Indeed  it  fometimes  happens  that 
the  lofs  of  blood  is  profufe,  even  after  de- 
livery, where  the  placenta  remains  ; under 
which  circumilancc  it  may  be  proper  im- 

I 

mediately  to  take  it  away  : Here  the  adlion 
of  the  uterus  is  fo  extremely  languid,  that 
it  has  not  power  either  to  expel  the  plar- 
centa,  or  large  quantity  of  coagulated  blood 
colledted  in  its  cavity  : A fatal  inilance  of 

this 

^ i Se£l,  V.  Aphor.  52, 
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this  kind  occurred  to  me  in  the  year  1770, 

in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  W near  Weft- 

minfter-Bridge,  to  whom  I was  called  about 
an  hour  and  a half  after  fhe  had  been  deli-*- 
vered  by  her  midwife. 

• The  internal  ufe  of  medicines,  as  far  as 
I have  obferved,  ought  never  folely  to  be 
depended  upon  in  fuch  cafes;  for  although 
they  may  afford  fome  relief  in  a certain 
time ; the  patient  would  generally  bleed  to 
death  before  they  could  have  fufficient  ef- 
fect; and  therefore,  immediate  recourle 
muft  be  had  to  topical  applications,  fuch 
as  oxycrate  or  Jkarp  vinegar^  in  which  thick 
linen  compreffes  have  been  dipped,  and 
which  are  to  be  applied  cold  to  the  belly 
and  loins,  and  renewed  as  foon  as  they  grow 
warm,  otherwife  they  will  relax  rather  than 
conftringe. 

Gentle  preffure  on  the  belly,  by  means 
of  a broad  circular  roller,  will  alfo  prove 
ferviceable,  by  refilling  the  too  rapid  courfe 
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of  the  blood  through  the  uterus,  and  aflift* 
ing  its  languid  contradUon. 

The  patient  fliould  be  kept  very  cool^  and 
if  neceifary,  expofed  to  cold  air^  even  in  the 
midjl  of  winter  y. by  opening  doors  and  windows  ^ 
fo  as  to  let  it  be  equally  diffufed  round  her 
chamber  j her  drinks  fhould  be  given  coldy 
and  acidulated  with  lemon  juice  or  mineral 
acids;  and  if  ever  the  ufe  of  fyptics  can 
prove  of  fervice,  perhaps  it  may  be  here, 
.where  the  uterus,  although  empty,  has  not 
the  power  of  being  reftored  to  its  former 
Rate.  I have  found  a ftrong  infufion  of 
bark  and  elixir  of  vitrioh  with  a fmall  quan- 
tity of  tindlure  of  cinnamon  to  make  it 
grateful,  more  efficacious  than  any  thing  I 
have  feen  tried. 

The  form  may  be  varied  at  difcretion, 
and  if  necelTary,  the  extrad:  may  be  added, 
viz* 

R.  > 

Infuf  Peruv.  Cort.  l /, 

Extradl.  ejufd,  molU  B /. 

Tina, 
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T!inB.  Rofar.  rub,  § fs^ 

■ Cinn.  5 ij, 

ConJe&,  Alkerm.  'sj.f  at  haujlus  pro  re  nata  ■ 
exhibendus. 

When  the  difcharge  is  attended  with 

\ 

much  pain  or  irritation  of  the  uterus;  five 
or  more  drops  of  thebaic  tinhiure  may  be 
joined  with  each  draught;  or,  what  wdll 
produce  its  eftedt  with  more  certainty,  a 
liberal  dofe  of  piL  e Jiyrace^  or  extraSl. 
thebaic.  The  firft  may  be  given  from  two 
to  fix  grains  or  more,  and  the  lafl:  from 
half  a grain,  to  a grain  and  half,  which 
may  be  repeated  as  occafion  requires ; efpe- 
cially,  where  the  habit  is  not  plethoric,  and 
when  the  fymptoms  are  extremely  urgent. 

If  all  thofe  methods  fail,  and  the  patient 
is  in  imminent  danger;  the  aqua  aluminofa 
bate  an,  or  a weak  folution  of  colcothar  of 
vitriol  injedted  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
as  a ftyptic,  wdll  probably  reftrain  the  dif- 
charge, by  coming  into  iminediate  contadl 

with 
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with  the  orifices  of  the  bleeding  veffels  j 
but  thofe  remedies  are  only  applicable  after 
delivery,  when  it  is  empty  and  uncontrad- 

cd. 

My  worthy  and  accomplifhed  friend  Dr. 
Gordoriy  a native  of  Denmark,  and  formerly 
affiftant  to  the  Profeffor  of  Midwifery  at 
Copenhagen^  who  attended  my  Lectures  a 
few  years  ago,  informed  me,  that  agreeable 
to  the  above  hints,  they  had  injedled  cold 
water  into  the  uterus ^ in  feveral  cafes  of  pro- 
fufe  flooding,  with  the  rnofl:  defirable  fuccefs, 
and  without  the  leafl:  danger,  or  fubfequent 
bad  effedls.  Saxtorph  alfo  recommends 
oxycrate  to  be  injeded  into  the  womb  in 
uterine  haemorrhages,  after  delivery,  and 
mentions  feveral  cafes  in  which  it  fucceed-. 
ed  after  every  other  method  had  failed.* 

Hoffman  tells  us,  he  fucceeded  in  flopping 
a profufe  uterine  hcemorrhagCy  which  had 
withflood  every  other  method,  by  pafling 
up  pledgets  of  Imt  dipped  in  a foliation  of 

colcothar 


* Vide,  AHa  Socictatis  Mcdicce  Haunienfis^ 
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colcothar  of  vitrioU  as  high  into  the  vagina 
as  poffible;  and  fince  the  patient  afterwards 
conceived  and  had  a happy  delivery,  he  ob- 
ferves  that  the  functions  of  the  uterus  were 
not  in  the  leaft  injured  by  the  ftyptic  power 
of  this  application. 

M.  Leroux^  furgeon  to  the  General  Hof- 
pital  at  Dijon  in  France,  two  years  ago, 
publifhed  a Treatife  profeffedly  on  Uterine 
Hemorrhages^  with  which  he  was  pleafed  to 
honor  me  as  a Prefent;  he  particularly  men- 
tions the  method  laid  down  by  Hoffman,  as 
well  as  thofe  which  I have  recommended. 

JLevret  hit  upon  a very  odd,  but  ingenious 
expedient  in  flopping  a violent  flooding 
after  delivery,  which  otherv/ife  would  foon 
have  proved  fatal : He  introduced  a piece 
of  ice  into  the  uterus,  which  being  flruck 
with  fudden  chill,  immediately  contradled 
and  put  a flop  to  the  haemorrhage. 

The  moft  extraordinary  inftance  of  a 
flux  of  blood  from  the  womb,  which  I 
have  ever  heard  of,  fell  under  the  obferva- 
tion  of  the  late  Dr.  Cole^  who,  fome  years 

ago 
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ago,  pradlifed  midwifery  in  London  with 
great  reputation  : On  opening  the  body, 

the  whole  furface  of  placenta'^  wzs  found 

% 

adhering  to  the  uterus ; but  a great  part  of 
the  falfe  chorion  invefting  the  membranous 
bag  which  contains  the  child,  was  feparated 
from  it ; and  confequently,  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  thofe  veffels  with  which  it  is  fup- 
plied  from  the  uterus  being  torn  afunder, 
the  effufion  of  blood  was  fo  great  as  to 
become  mortal.  From  what  caufe  this  ' 
accident  was  brought  on  I have  not  been 
able  to  inform  myfelf.  Thofe  flight  dif- 
charges  which  fometimes  go  off,  and  al- 
low the  patient  to  proceed  her  full  period 
of  geftation,  have  been  imputed  to  lofs  of 
blood  from  the  falfe  chorion  of  the  bag 
only,  and  not  to  a feparation  of  the  placen-^ 
ta  itfelfj  and  indeed  notwithftanding  what 
has  already  been  faid,  I am  flill  inclined  to 
think  fo;  for  whenever  any  part  of  the 
laft  is  dif-united  from  the  uterus,  there  is 
the  greateft  reafon  to  fuppofe  it  will  never 

again 
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again  adhere,  although  Noortwyk,  in  his 
hiftory  of  the  gravid  uterus,  has  afferted  the 
contrary.^ 

Some  floodings  have  occured,  attend- 
ed with  very  uncommon  circumftances* 
The  celebrated  Albinus  mentions  a cafe, 
where  only  the  ceutral  part  of  the  pla- 
centa being  loofenled,  a large  quantity  of 
coagulated  blood  was  lodged  between  it  and 
-tfee  womb,  as  it  were  in  a bag,  confe- 
quently  not  a drop  was  externally  difcharg- 
ed,  fo  as  to  foretel  the  danger. 

Sometimes  blood  has  been  found  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  vagina;  and  at  other  times 
from  a rupture  of  velTels  on  the  concave 
furface  'of  placenta,  or  even  in  the  funis 
itfelf,  which  mufl:  neceflarily  foon  prove 
fatal  to  the  child,  but  will  not  proportion- 
ably  endanger  the  mother.  The  preter- 
natural fhortnefs  of  the  fimis,  or  it  being 
twifted  round  the  child^s  neck,  have  alfo 
been  fuppofed  to  bring  on  flooding;  for  if 

it 


^ Ncortzvyk  de  Uter,  Gravid,  p,  21, 
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it  then  moves  powerfully,  the  placenta 
will  be  torn  from  the  uterus. 

Whatever  fubjedis  the  body  to  violent 
motion,  or  agitates  the  mind,  fliould  be 
carefully  avoided  ; for'  it  has  already  been 
{hewn  in  treating  of  Child-^bed  Fever,  at 
page  84,  how  much  the  force  of  cir* 
culating  blood  on  its  veflels  is  increafed  by 
mufculer  motion.  Coughing,  fneezing,  a 
tenefmus,  or  other  efforts  which  lay  ftrefs 
on  the  womb,  all  tend,  in  degree,  todeftroy 
its  union  with  the  contained  parts";  ef-* 
pecially,  immoderate  exercife  in  the  laft 
months  of  pregnancy,  when  the  child  is 
large  and  ponderous. 

Violent  paffions  of  the  mind,  efpecially 
fudden*  terror,  have  alfo  been  frequently 
known  to  produce  this  diforder ; a very 
remarkable  inftahce  of  which  is  related  by 
Salmuthy  as  follows* : 

Archie 


* Sahn*  Obfer.  Med,  Cent,  x,  3,  xli. 
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Archiatri  Anhaltini  D.  S,  K,  conjunxpuer- 
pera  laclat  mfantejn  fub  no6iem.  Per  jooum 
a 7nulieribiis  quibefdam  ex  convivio  domum  ten-' 
dentibus fores  ^ fenefr re  nimis  impetuofe  pul- 
fantur,  llle  hinc  admodum  perterrita^  totoqy 
corpore  contremfcentey  repente  excitatur  pro- 
fluviwn menf  um , in  anmum  integrum perduransy 
adco  quidem  copiofuMy  ut  per  fragulo  etiom 
defluerety  atque  ex  eo  ipfa  tandem  more.retur. 
Some  years  ago,  I was  defired  to  yifit 
a gentlewoman  near  Berkley-Squarey  who 
was  fcized  with  flooding  from  over-hafty 
extradion  of  the  placentUy  by  which  fhe^ 
was  reduced  to  the  lafi:  degree  of  weak- 
nefs  : I defired  file  might  be  kept  ex- 
tremely quiet,  and  fupplied  with  frequent 
nourifliment  : I alfo  diredled  a mixture 
with  tindiure  of  rofes  and  foft  extradt  of 
barky  of  which  fhe  took  two  fpooa- 
ful  as  often  as  her  ftornach  could  bear : In 
a fhort  time  fhe  found  herfelf  much  re- 
covered, but  towards  morning,  by  only  turn- 
ing herfelf  haftily  in  bed,  the  difcharge 
U 


im- 
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immediately  returned  in'  great  profufion, 
1 was  again  called,  and  found  her  to  all 
appearance  at  the  point  of  death  : but  by 
the  application  of  thick  comprelTes  dipped 
in  cold  vinegar,  to  her  belly  and  loins, 
with  the  fame  methods  as  before,  fhe  at 
laft  perfectly  recovered. 

Exceffive  anger,  or  hidden  fear  produce 
fpafm,  or  contradiion  of  the  vafcular  fyf- 
tem,  by  which  blood  is  driven  from  the 
furface  to  the  centre  of  the  body  > as  is 
•evident  from  palenefs  of  the  face,  which 
is  inftantly  followed  by  throbbing  and 
palpitation  at  heart ; foon  after,  the  coun- 
tenance becomes  florid,  from  re-adtion  of 
the  heart,  which  throws  out  blood  to 
the  furface  again.  Hence,  during  the' 
fpafm,  the  venous  blood  is  violently  driven 
to  the  right  auricle,  and  the  velocity  of 
the  arterial  blood  difcharo^ed  from  the 
left  ventricle  into  the  aorta  defcendens  will 
therefore  be  confiderably  increafed,  and 
confequently,  that  circulating  through  the 


arteries 
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arteries  of  the  womb,  from  which  the 
placenta  may  be  forced  away,  and  ha3mor- 
rhage  enfue. 

This  tum.ult  in  the  body  is  produced 
by  nervous  influence  which  affedts  it  like  a 
flight  eledtric  fliock ; accordingly,  women 
of  delicate  conftitutions,  whofe  nervous 
fyflem  is  extremely  irritable,  are,  of  all 
others,  the  moft  fubjedt  to  thofe  com- 
plaints ; I have  likewife  obfervcd,  in  fuch 
habits  where  the  patient  was  not  pregnant, 
and  the  uterus^  therefore,  not  fufceptible  of 
the  impreffion  j that  pain  in  the  bowels 
or  diarrhoea  have  often  been  brought  on, 
and  fometimes  a dangerous  fever ; particu- 
larly when  the  former  fymptoms  did  not 
occur. 

Bleeding  and  Jlyptics^  with  the  liberal 
life  of  opiimi,  and  application  of  ligatures  to 
the  extremities  of  the  body,  are  the  reme- 
dies which  have  been  principally  depended 
upon,  for  the  cure  of  uterine  haemorrhages ; 
aiid  therefore  it  will  be  neceflary  to  ex- 
amine their  effedts. 

U 2 
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By  attending  to  the  circulation,  it  is 
evident,  that  bleeding  can  feldo'm  be  pro- 
per, except  in  the  beginning  of  thofe 
floodings  which  happen  before  deliveiy  ; 
.or  when  they  arife  from  plethora;  an 
inflammatory  fever,  or  external  violence. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  if  the  patient  fliould 
be  threatened  with  this  malady,  after 
violent  furprize,  it  may  alfo  be  requifite ; 
but  as  in  general,  weakly,  hyfterical  w^o- 
men,  who  have  been  obferved  to  bear  the 
lofs  of  blood  with  inconvenience,  are  the 
»oftenefl:  thus  affedted,  it  lliould  be  diredted 
with  great  caution ; efpecially,  as  opiates 
and  the  zvarm  bath  will  anfwer  much 
better,  by  diffolving  the  fpafm,  and  footh- 
ing  the  nerves  into  a ftate  of  tranquillity. 

Befides,  it  has  been  proved  that  the  con- 
tradtion  of  the  uterus  after  delivery,  upon 
which  the  abatement  of  this  difcharge 
chiefly  depends,  will  be  in  proportion  to 
the  bodily  Itrength : and  therefore,  an  ad- 
ditional lofs  of  blood  from  the  arm  at  that 

period, 
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period,  would  farther  endanger  the  pa- 
tient, both  by  diminifhing  the  adlion  of 
the  womb,  and  giving  fo  fudden  a check 
to  the  circulation,  as  might  occafion  dan- 
gerous faintings,  or  perhaps  a mortal  fyn- 
cope. 

Styptic  medicines  have  been  fuppofed  to 
reftrain  internal  hsemorrhages,  by  enter- 
ing the  blood,  and  conftringing  the  ori- 
fices of  the  bleeding  veffels  ; and  therefore 
are  accounted  falutary,  and  efficacious  in 
fuch  complaints  ; but  with  what  founda- 
tion, I appeal  to  common  experience. 

If  ftyptics  produce  their  effedt  by  con- 
tracting the  veffels,  they  muft  alfo  increafe 
' their  action  on  the  contained  blood  ; for 
it  will  be  nearly  the  fame  thing,  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  velocity  of  the  blood  ; whether 
its  veffels  _are  pretematurally  filled,  when 
their  diameters  remain  the  fame  as  before, 
or  whether  their  diameters  are  pretcr- 
naturally  leffened,  when  their  quantity 
of  blood  is  precifely  the  fame  ; or  in  other 

w'ords. 
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, • when  the  fame  quantity  of  blood  is  contained 
in  a narrower  /pace  ^ its  vejfe  Is  will from  thence 
become  fuller.  For  example ; if  a certain 

quantity  of  any  fluid  is  forced  through  two 
flexible  tubes  of  different  diameters,  but  of 
the  fame  length,  and  in  the  fame  given 
timie;  its  velocity  in  the -fmallefl:  tube  mufi: 
neceffarily  be  greater  than  in  the  other : 
Hence  it  becomes  manifefl:,  that  if  ffyptic 
or  aftringent  medicines  a6l  by  contrad;ing 
the  orifices  of  the  bleeding  veflels,  they 
mufi  alfo  acT  univerfally  on  the  vafcular 
fyftem ; and  if  fo,  by  leffening  the  dia- 
meters of  the  feveral  veflels,  their  atSion 
on  the  contained  blood  will  be  increafed, 
which  mufl;  alfo  neceffarily  increafe  the 
flooding. 

If  it  fhould  be  alledged  that  they  operate 
by  coagulating  the  blood,  and  not  by  bra- 
cing its  veffels  ; or  that,  like  opiumy  they 
produce  their  effeds  by  mediation  of  the 
gaflric  nerves,  without  entering  the 
blood  at  all ; it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 

what- 
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'whatever  thickens  the  blood,  will,  raC)ll 
probably,  alfo  conftringe  its  veflels.  ‘ In 
fliort,  by  what  means  foever  they  afFeil  the 
habit;  it  is  plain  that  an*  haemorrhage  can 
only  be  flopped  either  by  fuch  things  as 
contra6l  the  ruptured  veflels,  or  diminifli 
the  force  of  the  fluid  pafling  through  them. 
The  firfl  of  thefe  effed:s  has  already  been 
confidefed;  and  the  lafl  mufl  be  denied, 
fince  what  occafions  thirjl  and  fevevy  as 
ftyptics  do,  cannot  properly  be  faid  to  lef- 
fen  the  circulating  power,  but  increafe  it. 

No  wonder  then  that  Hoffman  aflerts, 
he  has  often  feen  Uterine  Haemorrhages  in- 
creafed  by  flyptics,  but  alfo  obflinate  com- 
plaints of  the  chronic  kind,  fuch  as  ca- 
chexy, dropfy,  or  hedtic  fever,  brought  on 
by  their  prepofterous  ufe.  Agreeable  to  what 
IS  advanced  by  that  excellent  practical 
phyfician,  I have  feldom  ever  known  the 
fulv,  Jlyp.  tinElffaturn  in,  or  other  powerful 
aftringents,  given  in  fuch  cafes,  without  an 
increafe  of  the  haemorrhage,  or  fome  other 

' bad 
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bad  effeit : That  they  will  generally  render 
the  body  coftive,  and  often  create  great 
thirft,  head-ach, ' and  other  febrile  fymp- 
toms,  is  certain;  but  the  chronic  com- 
plaints, with  which  they  are  charged,  were 
more  probably  owing  to  the  profufe  lofs  of 
blood  happening  at  the  time  they  were  ad- 
miniftered,  than  ,to  the  fubfequent  inju- 
rious qualities,  of  thofe  medicines  : How- 
ever, the  following  inftance,  as  well  as  fe- 
veral  others,  which  it  would  here  be  iinne- 
ceffary  to  mention,  will  fhew  that  they  are 
not  void  of  danger,  and  therefore,  ought 
to  be  diredled  with  the  utmoft  caution. 

In  the  year  1770,  a lady  in  Stanope-Streety 
May-^Fairy  of  a very  delicate,  valetudinary 
habit,  had  been  long  fubjecT  to  the  jiuor 
albusy  as  well  as  an  immoderate  flux  of 
menfes  at  undue  periods,  which  had  very 
much  reduced  her  ftrength  : By  the  advice 
of  an  eminent  phyfician,  flie  took  facch, 
fotum.  in  a bolus,  twice  a-day,  and  continued 
it  upwards  of  a week;  but  did  not  find 
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it  either  retrained  the  difcharge,  or  had  any 
good  effeit  refpecling  her  bodily  ftrength  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  at  laft  brought  on  an  ob- 
ftinate  conftipation  of  the  bowels,  attended 
with  fiich  racking,  colic  pains,  and  oppref- 
fion  at  ftomach,  as  obliged  her  to  keep  her 
body  almoft  double.  Being  defired  to  vifit 
her,  I diredted  draughts  with  manna  and  oL- 
amygd,  with  emollient  clyjlers^  and  the  warm 
bath ; fhe  alfo  drank  warm  veal  broth  by 
intervals.  After  two  or  three  lax  motions, 
{he  was  much  eafier;  but  as  the  forenefs  of 
her  bowels  continued,  fhe  took  an  emuliion 
with  fperm.  cetiy  for  a few  days,  which  re- 
moved it;  and  afterwards,  by  the  ufe  of 
a ftrong  decodlion  of  barky  with  an  injeBion 
and  the  chalybeate  waters,  fhe  was  entirely 
freed  from  fluor  albus  and  all  her  other 
complaints. 

Internal  haemorrhages  will  often  at  laft 
fpontaneoufly  ceafe,  without  the  affiftance 
of  any  medicines  whatever,  efpecially  when 
profufe ; for  as  the  power  of  the  heart  on 

the 
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the  circulating  blood  will  then  be  greatly 
diminifhed,  its  momentum  on  the  bleeding 
veffels  will  be  confiderably  lefs  j and  it  has 
already  been  remarked,  that  they  will  na- 
turally contradl  when  freed  from  their  dif- 
tending  power.  Hence  there  is  reafon  to 
think  that  the  celfation  of  this  difcharge, 
after  the  exhibition  of  ftyptics,  is  not  owing 
to  fuch  medicines,  but  to  a diminution  of  the 
circulating  force  from  mere  lofs  of  ftrength. 

Inftead  therefore  of  bracing  the  folids,  it 
would  be  more  proper  to  recur  to  the  ufe  of 
things  which  have  a power  to  relax,  and  as' 
it  were,  fufpend  their  adlion : Such  me- 
dicines are  called  fedatives^  and  are  fuppofed 
not  only  to  leffen  the  circulating  force, 
blit  produce  a more  equal  diftribution  of 
blood,  and  occafion  derivation  of  a larger 
quantity  from  the  interior  veflels  to  the 
bodily  furface.  Hence  the  uterine  arte- 
ries will  be  relieved  from  their  diftenfion, 
and  the  flux  of  blood  proceeding  from 
thence  will  confequently  be  lefs.  To  this 

end. 
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end,  the  fourth  part  of  a grain  of  emetic 
tartar  may  be  given,  and  repeated  by  due 
intervals,  fo  as  only  to  excite  naufea,  with- 
out vomiting  ; dlio  faline  draughts,  with 
tre-,  or  the  fal fedativ.  of  Hombergh,  from 
five  grains  to  a fcruple.  In  what  manner 
fuch  medicines  operate,  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine; but  that  they  often  have  a faluta- 
ry  effed;,  is  evident  from  experience. 

How  far  the  effed:  of  opiates  may  be  de- 
pended upon,  or  under  what  circumftances 
they  are  pernicious  in  flooding  cafes,  it  will 
next  be  neceflary  to  enquire.  From  fome 
experiments  made  by  Dr.  Alflojt  on  frogs,  it 
appears,  that  opium  taken  internally,  will  for 
a time,  retard  the  blood^s  motion,  by  dimi- 
nifhing  the  vital  power  of  the  heart ; and 
this  circumftance,  fo  far  as  it  regards  thofe 
fmall  aquatic  animals,  is  flrill  further  con- 
firmed by  that  incomparable  Phyfiologifl: 
the  late  Dr.  V/hytt : Such  experiments 

are  pleafing  and  curious,  but  the  infe- 
rences arifing  from  them,  when  applied  to 

the 
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the  human  body,  are  not  fo  conclufive  and 
fatisfadory,  as  they  at  firft  appear;  for 
many  fubftances  which  produce  a mortal  ef- 
fed  on  one  fpecies  of  animals,  are  not  found 
injurious  to  another;  and  the  fame  animal 
is  very  differently  affcded  by  the  fame  thing 
•at  different  times.  Would  it  not  therefore, 
•be  a more  certain  way  to  determine  the  ef- 
feds  of  opium  on  human  bodies,  by  attend- 
ing particularly  to  its  operation,  on  fuch 
bodies  only? 

In  feveral  cafes,  where  it  was  neceffary  to 
dired  opiates  for  women,  at  the  beginning 
of  labor,  to  remove  their  unprofitable  pains 
and  procure  fleep,  I have  been  furprifed  to 
find  they  had  a very  contrary  effed,  and 
that  from  thence  the  pains  \vtxt  evidently 
much  increafed. 

Dr.  Touug jwho  wrote  ^ro^t^td\y on opiimy 
is  the  only  author  I know,  that  takes  notice 
of  the  fame  thing.  ; His  obfervations  are 
founded  on  long  and  extenfive  experience, 
which  he  confi^ffes  often  contradided  the 

opinions 
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opinions  he  had  adopted  from  theory ; con- 
fequently  he  frequently  changed  his  me- 
thods of  pradlice ; and  it  is  much  to  be 
wiflied  that  an  example  fo  laudable,  was 
more  univerfally  followed.  Indeed,  the 
greateft  part  of  his  book  appears  to  be  a true 
hiftory  of  the  effedts  of  this  extraordinary 
medicine,  and  as  he  rather  relates  what  he 
faw,  than  what  he  expedted  to  fee,  his  au- 
thority is  more  to  be  regarded. 

Baron  Haller^  in  his  differtation  on 
the  irritable  parts  of  animals,  obferves ; 
that  although'  opiim  deftroys  the  peri- 
flaltic  motion  of  the  inteftines,  and  ir- 
ritability of  the  body  in  general,  it  leaves 
the  heart  unimpaired.  What  I have  feen 
of  its  effedls  on  the  human  body,  exadtly 
correfponds  with  this  remark ; for  though 
it  may  fiifpend  fome  of  the  fecretions,  it 
rather,  at  firft,  quickens  the  blood^s  motiony 
than  retards  it.  For  inftance,  a moderete 
dofe  will  ftrengthen  and  inlarge  the 
pulfe;  the  eyes  fparkle,  the  countenance 

becomes 
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becomes  florid,  and  a heat  and  itching  of 
the  (kin  flicceeds ; but  what  appears  mofl: 
extraordinary,  thofe  pains  which  have 
fometimes  been  increafed  by  it,  in  a fmall 
quantity,  were  fpeedily  removed  by  giv- 
ing a more  liberal  dofe.  In  fliort,  I have 
clearly  feen  internal  haemorrhages  rather 
increafed  than  leffened  by  its  ufe;  and 
therefore  think  it  ought  'not  to  be  given,  ex- 
cept in  cafes  of  neceflity,  where  there  is 
pain  and  irritation;  as  its  firfl:  efiedts  are 
evidently  fimilar  to  thofe  of  volatile  medi- 
cines, or  ftrong  cordials. 

In  the  beginning  ©f  floodings  which 
arife  from  plethora,  fever,  or  external 
violence,  efpecially  where  the  ^pulfe  is 

/ 

hard^  and  the  Ikiri  dry ; both  opiates  and 
Jlyptics  are  highly  pernicious.  Bleedingy 
laxatives  y and  /pare  diety  with  cooling  regi- 
men, are  befl:  adapted  to  anfwer  the  inten- 
tion of  cure.  The  honeft  and  judicious 
Hoffma?2y  therefore  with  great  reafbn,  direds 
the  liberal  ufe  of  fpring  water  with  fpirits' 
^of  vitriohdXi^ fyrup  of  red  poppies  y as  a medi- 


cine 


OF  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGES.  311 


cine  more  falutary  than  the  moft  boafted 
fpecifics ; On  the  contrary,  in  the  decline 
of  thofe  difcharges,  where  \]\^pulfe  is  weaky 
and  the  circulation  languid^  from  lofs  of 
blood,  it  will  be  proper  to  keep  the  patient 
in  a horizontal  pofition,  left  flie  fliould  faint. 
A Jlrong  infufion  of  barky  and  even  cordial 
medicines  may  alfo  be  adminiftered,  efpe- 
cially  after  delivery,  where  there  is  always 
lefs  danger  of  the  flooding's* return ; the 
refiftance  to  the  womb's  contradtion  being 
then  taken  away.  Nourifhment  fliould 
be  given  often,  and  in  fmall  quantities, 
that  the  empty  veflels  may  be  replenifhed 
by  degrees;  otherwife,  as  the  ftomach  is 
weak,  and  affimilating  powers  of  the  body 
much  impaired,  the  patient  will  be  apt  to 
fall  into  dropfjy  co?jfumptiony  or  heBic fever ^ 
The  ancients  applied  ligatuies  to  the  in- 
ferior extremities,  for  the  relief  of  uterine 
haemorrhages ; from  which  it  may  be  con- 
cluded, they  knew  more  of  the  circulation 

than 
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than  has  been  imagined ; for  it  is  plain  they 
had  recourfe'to  this  method,  with  a view  to 

retard  the  venous  blood  in  its  return  to  the 

/ 

heart,  and  ’ coiifequently  to  abate  the  circu- 
lating force.  But  this  practice  does  not 
feem  juft,  neither  is  it  found  experimen- 
tally ufcful ; but  oh  the  contrary  dangerous' 
and  irrational. 

Let  us  fuppofc,  for  inftance,  that  a co- 
lumn of  blood  is  driven  down  the  aorta  def- 
cendens,  by  the  adtion  of  the  heart,  and  that 
it  is  diftributed  to  the  lower  extremities,  by 
thedivifion  and  fubdivifions  o^i)^tiliac  a?^te- 
riesy  from  which  the  uterus  at  laft  receives  its 
blood.  The  extreme  branches  of  all  thefe 
arteries  have  correfponding  veins,  which 
take  up  their  blood  by  anajiojnojisy  and  after 
uniting  and  re-uniting,  they  form  the  vena 
cava  inferior,  or  one  large  trunk,  which 
returns  blood  from  the  inferior  parts  of  the 
body,  to  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart;  if 
therefore,  from  any  compreftion  ot  thofe 
veins,  the  reflux  of  their  blood  is  prevented, 

they 
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they  cannot  then  freely  receive  It  from  the 
arteries  ; confequently,  the  hypogajlrics  and 
fpermatics  which  fupply  the  uterus  with 
blood  will  become  over-charged  and  dif-' 
tended,  and  the  patient  will  flood  more 
abundantly;  as  the  following  ingenious 
experiment  will  clearly  demonftrate. 

Dr.  Hamilton  of  Edmburghy  bein^  called 
to  a young  woman  who  had  labored  under 
obflrudtcd  menfes  for  near  feven  months, 
from  taking  cold;  and  finding  that  va- 
rious remedies  had  been  tried  in  vain,  di- 
rected compreffes  to  be  applied  tight  upon 
the  crural  arteries y by  means  of  a tourni- 
quet, which  after  remaining  about  twenty 
minutes,  rendered  the  pulfe  quicker;  in 
half  an  hour,  Ihe  began  to  perceive  a fenfe 
of  weight  land  fullnefs  in,  the  region  of  the 
uterus,  and  in  an  hour  and  a half  , after  the 
firft  application  of  the  ligatures,  the  menfes 
began  to  flow. 

If  it  ftiould  be  alledged,  that  the  effed: 
here  paroduced , was  owing  to  compreffion  of 
X the 
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the  arteries^  and  not  the  veins;  it  may  be  re- 
plied, that  the  mean’s  made  ufe  of  to  cbm-^ 
prefs  the  firft,  mull:  neceffarily  have  the 
fame  effedl  on  the  other.  But  fetting  this 
reafoning  afide ; if  limple  prelTure  on  the 
crural  arteries  has  been  known  to  bring  on 
menfes,  after  long  obftrublion,  by  impeding 
' the  direbi  caufe  of  their  blood,  and  throwing 
a large  quantity  on  the  uterine  vejfels  ; fa 
would  the  fame  degree  of  preffure  when  ap- 
plied to  the  veins  themfelves  ; which  may 
be  looked  upon  as  fo  many  reflebled  arteries, 
void  of  pulfation,  becaufe  of  their  diftance' 
from  the  heart,  which  cannot  extend  it& 
influence  beyond  the  anajlomofes  to  thefe 
two  orders  of  veflfels. 

Having  laid  before  the  Reader  fach  ge- 
neral remedies  as  have  been  thought  mofl: 
conducive  to  the  relief  of  that  dangerous- 
malady  under  confideration ; and  point- 
ed out  the  pernicious  tendency  of  heat- 
ing regimen,  or  the  exhibition  of  cor- 
dial medicines  j I fliall  now,  endeavour 


to 
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to  ftiew  the  good  effedls  of  a contrary  method^ 
both  as  fupported  by  reafon,  and  experi- 
ence j at  the  fame  time  confeffing,  that  the 

a.  ^ 

perufal  of  Dr.  Stevei'ifon^  ingenious  ElTay 
on  the  ejffedls  of  heat  and  cold  on  human 
bodies,^  and  afterwards,  what  I had  read 
in  the  Commentaries  of  the  celebrated 
Baron  Fan  Swieten,  in  fome  meafure,  fug- 
gefted  to  me  the  propriety  and  expediency 
of  fuch  prad'ice.  The  firft  of  thofe  au- 
thors has  very  fenfibly  refuted  the  abfurd 
do6lrine  of  derivation  and  revtdjion ; and 
fliews  that  pediluviiwiy  or  application  of 
warm  water  to  the  feet,  the  effedl  of 
which  was  fuppofed  to  depend  upon  thofe 
principles,  is  owing  to  a caufe  diredlly 
contrary  to  that  hitherto  affigned ; as  the 
following  experiment  will  clearly  evince. 

Dr.  Stevenfon  caufed  two  youths  to  put 
^ their  legs  in  vyarm  water,  and  whilft  they 
continued  there,  he  counted  their  pulfes  by 
a watch  meafuring  feconds,  according  to 
X 2 ' the 

Medical  ElTays,  vol,  vi.  p,  8, 
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the  different  degrees  of  heat  in  the  water, 
which  was  gradually  incrdafed  and  ap  plied 
from  time  to  time:  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  the  pulfe  of  the  firft  beat  fixty- 
fix,  and  that  of  the  fecond  eighty-four.  As 
the  heat  was'  increafed,  they  began  to 
breathe  quicker,  their  countenance  became 
florid,  the  veins  of  the  face  and  hands  were 
much  diftended,  and  the  pulfe  increafed  in 
proportion ; in  the  firft,  it  beat  eighty, 
and  in  the  fecond,  ninety  eight  ftrokes  in 
a minute.  In  the  above  experiment,  both 
their  pulfes,  which  in  the  beginning,  were 
foft  and  fmall,  became  full  and  hard; 
and  not  only  the  parts  immerfed  in  water, 
but  the  whole  body  was  fwelled  : The 

pulfes  of  the  wrifts  and  temples  alfo  beat 
fuller  and  quicker,  as  well  as  thofe  arteries 
derived  from  the  aorta  defeendens  \ and 
confequently,  there  could  be  no  revuljion. 
The  legs  being  .then  removed  out  of 
warm  water ; in  about  half  an  hour’s  time, 
all  the  above  fymptoms  of  fulnefs  went 

off. 
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ofT,  and  the  pulfe  in  each  gradually  . re- 
turned to  its  f(?rpier  Rate. 

From  thefe  premifes,  the  Do6tor>  with 
reafon  concludes,  that  the  blood  paffing 
through  the  veffel  of  the  legs,  being  heated 
by  the  pediluviumy  imparts  its  additional 
w^armth  to  the  general  mafs  j which  being 
rarefied,  takes  up  larger  fpace  in  the,  veffels, 
and  circulates  with  more  rapidity ‘ than  be- 
fore ; and  thus  every  part  of  the  body  is  af- 
feded  with  a fenfe  of  fullnefs.'^  Hence, 
he  infers  the  great  danger  of  this  applica- 
tion in  haemorrhages  from  the  nofe  or  lungs, 
or  in  diforders  of  the  head  or  breaft, 
arifing  from  plenitude;  cafes  where  it  was 
often  formerly  applied,  and  muft  as  often 
have  been  pernicious  to  the  patient. 
What  is  ancient  or  modern,  is  not  there- 
fore right  or  wrong;  though  this  is  not 
the  only  inftance  where  things,  however 
prepofterous  and  abfurd,  have  derived  fiich 
fandion  from  antiquity,  as  to  render,  them 
the  fiandard  of  future  pradice. 


Van 
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Van'  Swieten^  in  treating  the  difeafes  of 
virgins,  expreffes  himfelfin  the  following 
manner : 

Cum  autem  pedes  & crj^ra  ab  Iliads  arteriis 
externis fua  vafa  acdpiant^  uterus  ab  hypo- 
gajlrids  non  tandemdfid'  ab  Hi  ads  externis 
etiam  ^ variis  inter  Je  anajiomojibus  commu- 
nicent  {uti  in  tabulis  Euftachianis  (1)  videri 
potejT)'fadle  patet^  quare^  per  balnea  laxatis 
pedum  vajis^  ^ dein  perfridiiones  accekrato 
motu  in  ii/dem^  major  copia  fanguinis  derivctur 
verfus  adrtum,  ubi  in  iliac  as  dividiiur,  adeo- 
que  magis  tunc  urge  ant  ur  uter  vafa ; Jic- 
Slue  f per ari  pojjit^  illorum  extrema  it  a dilatari 
pojfci  et  menfruum  fluorem  dimitt  ant.. 

Simul  notandum  ejly  praBicis  obfervatis 
confarcs  calorem  pedum  prodeffe  menfruanfi- 
bus ; frigus  autem  nocere imo  quandoque 
f ubi  to  7nenftrua  fupprimi^f  admodum  frigef- 
cant  pedes ; quod faepius  obfervavi  i praeci- 
pue  f pavimento  w armor co  frigido  pedibus  in* 
fftcmt  diu.  Sole  Jit  ejjim  ab  hac  caufa  fola^  con* 

tradis 

(1)  Tah,  xiii. 
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traBis  Jpafmodice  inteJUnis^  dolores  colici 
oriri  molejlijjimi , in  quibus  magnum  levamen 
fentitur^  Ji  pedes  mcaluerinty  imprimis  per 
friBiones.  Ofnnia  enim  abdominis  vifcera 
male  afficiuntur^  dpim  pedes  mtenfe  frigefit  ; 
adeoque  mirum  non  ejly  ^ uteri  vafa. Jlringiy 
ficque  fupprimiy  jiuore?n  menjlruum. 

The  experiment  mentioned  by  the  firfl: 
author,  is  a clear  and  fatisfadlory  illuftration 
of  the  effed;  of  heat  on  the  human  body  i 
and  the  practical  obfervations  of  the  latter, 
as  appears  by  the  above  quotation,  as  fuffi- 
ciently  demonftrate  the  a6lion  of  coldy  in 
conftringing  the  veflels  of  the  uterus,  and 
fuppreffing  the  menfes,  even  when  applied 
to  the  feet  only ; from  whence  I would ' 
propofe  the  following  queftion  j viz.  If  the 
topical  application  of  cold  to  the  feet,  has  been 
found  to  put  an  immediate  Rop  to  an  habitual 
difcharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  powerful  efforts  of  nature;  is 
there  not  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  fame  application  would  pxove  fingularly 

efficacious, 
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efficacious,  either  in  reftraining,  or  totally- 
taking  away  that  haemorrhage  from  the 
w^omb,  which  is  preternatural  ? 

Heat  not  only  relaxes  the  folids  and 
diffiolves  the  fluids,  as  may  be  feen  by  its 
efiedls  on  thofe  animal  fubftances,  called 
jellies  and  glue,  but  alfo  rarefies  the  air 
contained  in  the  body,  by  which  the  whole 
mafs  will  be  expanded,  and  by  taking  up 
more  fpace  in  the  veffels,  their  diameters 
will  be  enlarged,  which  will  lay  additional 
jftrefs  upon  the  folid  fyftem ; fo  that  the 
efxedts  of  rarefadlion  and  plethora,  pro  tem- 
pore, wall  be  precifely  the  fame.  Cold,  on 
the  contrary,  condenfes  air,  and  confirms  the 
blood’s  texture,  for  even  the  hardefl  metals, 
as  appears  by  the  pyromclery  are  contradled, 
or  expanded  according  to  the  degrees  of  heat 
or  cold  applied. 

From  thefe  circumftances,  but  chiefly 
from  repeated  experiencey  I would  infer 
that  the  application  of  intenfe  cold  to  thebody, 
is  more  to  be  depended  upon,  and  will  pro- 
duce 


I 
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duce  more  falutary  effedis  in  uterine  hcemor-- 
rhagesy  than  any  thing  elfe  which  can  be 
deviled ; although  I forefee  an  objecRion, 
which  I could  wifli  ,to  obviate  before  I 
proceed  farther.  As  cold  affedts  the  body 
• by  contradling  the  folids,  and  repelling 
blood  to  the  interior  parts  ; it  may  be  faid 
that  its  adlion  will  be  equally  pernicious 
with  that  of  Jlyptics : The  fadl  feems  to  be 
this;  when  the  body  is  heated,  the  circu- 
lating power  is  increafed,  and  the  blood  is 
rarefied  and  rendered  more  fluid,  but  its 
veffels  being  dilated,  if  they  at  lafl;  give 
way,  will  then  difeharge  their  contents  more 
freely ; but  when  it  is  fuddenly  chilled, 
although  the  application  of  cold  may  con- 
tract and  leflen  the  capacity  of  its  veffels; 
it  condenfes  the  blood  at  the  fame  time,  fo 
that  in  effect,  they  will  not  become  fuller 
than  before;  befides,  as  I have  always  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  flux  of  blood  abated  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  cold  ; experience, 
which,  ought  to  fuperfede  all  theory,  fhews 
, that 
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' that  the  effedl  of  cold  in  condenfing  the 
fluids,  is  more  than  equal  to  its  power  in’ 
contracting  the  folds ; or  at  leaft,  that  the 
danger  .already  hinted  is  not  to  be  feared. 

Floodings  which  are  attended  with 
frequent  and  long  continued  fainting  fts,. 
often  prove  mortal ; yet  I have  obferved  in 
fome  of  thofe  where  the  pulfe  was  weak 
and  intermitting,  and  who  were  apparently 
flnking  very  fail ; that  by  frequently  ad-» 
mitting  frefh,  cold  air,  they  recovered,  as 
if  infpired  with  new  life.  This . does  not 
feem  difficult  to  account  for,  as  the  heart 
has  not  power  to  propel  its  blood  through 
' the  pulmonary  arteries,  till  the  lungs  are 
fufficiently  blown  up  with  cold  air;  which, 
on  account  of  its  greater  gravity,  is  much 
fitter  for  the  purpofes  of  refpiration,  than 
the  inelaftic,  confined  atmofphere  of  a warm 
bed  chamber. 

In  Augufy  i773>  I received  a letter  from 
a gentleman  at  Kirby-Londfdale,  in  Weft- 
moreland,  of  which  the  following’is  an  ab- 

ftraCl. 
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ftradt.  I had  lately  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  the  good  efredts  of  cold  in  a flooding 
aft^r  delivery  ; the  particulars  of  which  are 
as  follows.  About  a month  ago,  I was 
called  to  a woman  in  labour  with  her  fifth 
child,  at  a village  a few  miles  from  this 
town:  The  labor  was  natural,  and  in  a 

fliort  time  the  placenta  came  away  with 
eafe.  About  half  an  hour  after,  I took  a 
walk  in  the  fields,  but  was  called  in  great 
hafte,  and  at  my  return  found  her  fainting  ^ 
and  flooding  very  profufely.  On  enquiry, 

I was  informed  the  women  had  given  her  a 
large  quantity  of  fpirits,  to  which  I imputed 
the  difcharge,  I threw  open  the  door  and 
windows  of  the  room,  for  the  free  admiflioii 
of  air,  and  gave  her  cold  water  plentifully  to 
drink ; by  means  of  which  the  flooding 
almofl  immediately  abated  without  any 
return/" 

‘‘  A gentleman  who  pradlices  midwifery 
in  London  communicated  to  me  the  follow^ 
ing  remarkable  cafe ; 

November 
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“ November  the  i ith,  1773,  a patient  of 
mine  was  feized  with  a profufe  flooding  and 
fainting,  about  half  an  hour  after  delivery  : 
To  the  heft  of  my  knowledge,  fhe  loft  about 
three  pmts  of  blood.  I immediately  let  in  cold 
frefli  air  upon  her,  by  opening  the  doors  and 
windows;  a?td gave  her  tveo  glqffes  of  cold 
water  to  drink;  having  no  vinegar  at  hand, 
I applied  thick  cloths,  dipped  in  cold  water, 
round  her  loins,  over  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  and  to  the  vagina  : The  good 
effedl  was  evident,  for  the  flooding  very 
foon  ceafed ; in  about  twenty  minutes  the 
patient  became  fenfible,  and  in  a voice  fcarce- 
ly  to  be  underftood,  delired  fhe  might  be  co- 
vered with  cloaths,  for  flie  was  dying;  as  fhe 
fecmed  to  be  very  cold,  and  was  in  a kind  of 
fhivering-fit,  I complied  with  her  requeft, 
but  foon  found  my  error  in  fo  doing;  for 
when  fhe  became  w^arm,  the  flooding  re- 
turned, which  obliged  me  to  have  recourfe 
to  my  former  method,  and  to  apply  cloths 
wxtted  with  vinegar,  which  by  this  time 


w^as 
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was  procured;  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
difcharge  of  blood  again  abated  in  a very 
fhort  time,  and  my  patient  happily  recovered 
without  any  relapfe.’* 

Every  one  who  breathes  with  difficulty, 
can  tell  from  his  own  experience,  what  vafi 
relief  he  finds  in  going  from  a hot  room, 
where  the  air  is  too  much  rarefied,  into  one 
much  cooler,  where  it  is  more  elaftic  and 
pure.  The  frequency  of  a natural  pulfe  to 
the  adt  of  refpiration,  is  in  general  as  three 
to  one ; and  the  laft  is  found  to  have  a very 
fenfible  effedt  on  the  firft,  both  as  to  its 
ftrength  and  quickncfs.  Befides,  as  a confi- 
derable  part  of  the  whole  mafs  of  blood 
is  continually  paffing  through  the  lungs; 
fucceffive  draughts  of  that  eo/d jluid^  con- 
ftantly  applied  to  their  interior  furface,  will 
contribute  greatly  to  cool  and  condenfe  it ; 
as  nothing  but  the  membranous  expanfion 
of  air  veffels  is  interpofed ; and  as  air 
in  the  blood,  will,  by  alternate  changes 

always 
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always  remain  in  equilibrio  with  that  of  the 
common  atmofphere* 

From  fuch  a rarefracTion  of  air,  the  vef- 
fels  of  animals  placed  in  the  exhaulled  re- 
ceiver of  an  air-pump,  will  fwell  and  even 
burft;  and  upon  the  fame  principle,  pe- 
riodical pains,  and  fluxes  of  blood  fome- 
times  happen  at  full  and  new  moon,  when 
the  atmofpherical  prefliire  on  the  furface  of 
the  body  is  greatly  diniiniflied.  Thofe  of 
delicate  habits,  like  fo  many  living  baro^ 
meters,  feel  the  influence  of  the  fame  caufe, 
and  become  weather- wife  on  the  ap- 
proach of  high  winds  or  hidden  falls  of 
rain. 

According  to  Arbiithnot,  the  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  lungs  is  greater  in  its  extent, 
than  all  that  part  of  the  Ikin  expofed  to  air; 
and  therefore,  the  large  quantity  of  this 
fluid  received  by  infpiration,  added  to  that 
externally  applied  to  the  body,  will  have 
very  great  effedl  in  condenfing  the  mafs  of 
blood,  and  reducing  it  i?ito  a fmaller  face, 

fo 
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fo  as  to  leiren  the  diftenfion  of  its  veflels  i 
and  cgnfequently,  will  not  only  tend  to 
fecure  the  patient  from  danger  of  a lyncope, 
but  will  alfo  abate  the  jioodmg. 

Next  to  the  free  and  unlimited  ufe  of 
cold  ahy  with  the  application  of  compreffes 
dipped  in  cold  vinegar,  to  the  belly  and 
loins  j I have  often,  according  to  the  prac- 
tice of  Hoff?nariy_  diredled  large  and  repeated 
draughts  oi  fpring  water ^ v/ith  remarkable 
good  fuccefs  j for,  out  of  upwards  of 
thoiifand  women  delivered  in  the  Wefminfer 
Lymg-In-Hofpitaly  feveral  of  whom  were 
feized  with  floodings,  both  before  and  af- 
ter delivery,  only  two  or  three  of  them  failed 
under  this  treatment  j as  far  as  it  was  pru- 
dent to  truft  to  it,  or  any  other  means, 
independent  oj  delivery  itfelf 

AVhen  the  patient  is  very  weak  and  much 
exhaufted,  beef- water  or  weak,  veal  broth 
taken  cold,  will  be  more  proper  than  water; 
and  where  the  lafl;  is  diredled,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  tind;ure  it  with  fyrup  of  red 

poppies^ 
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poppiesy  or  fomething  of  the  like  kind,  to 
give  it  a medicinal  appearance,  which  will 
render  it  more  acceptable  : But,  if  notwith- 
flandihg,  the  flooding  becomes  fo  profufe 
as  fuddenly  to  endanger  life;  her  feet  and 
legs  foould  he  plunged  into  cold  water y and 
may  remain  there  as  long  as  they  are  fen- 
fibly  affedled  by  the  c^old;  after  which, 
they  fhould  be  taken  out  for  a few  mi- 
nutes, and  then  immerfed  again.  Clyf- 
ters  of  beef  water  may  alfo  be  injedted  cold, 
and  repeated  as  occafion  requires.  . 

So  long  as  ftrength  continues,  and  the 
pulfe  remains  good,  it  will  not  be  necef- 
fary  to  proceed  to  delivery  with  vio- 
lence, but  wait,  at  leafl:  for  a time,  that 
the  os  uteri  may  relax  and  dilate  by  the 
effedt  of  pains ; always  remembering  that 
the  indication  of  danger  is  rather  to  be 
taken  from  the  • nature  of  the  fymptoms 
than  the  quantity  of  blood ; as  it  is  incre- 
dible how  'much  fome  have  lofl:  and 
yet  furvived ; whilfl:  others  will  link 

, . under 
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under  a very  inconfiderable  difcharge. 
Mauriceau  remarks,  that  where  the  orifice 
of  the  womb  was  foft,  thin,  and  equal, 
the  patient  generally  recovered  j but  if 
the  contrary,  fire  often  died ; Peu,  in  his 
practice  of  midwifery,  feems  to  be  of  the 
fame  opinion,  and  is  fo  fenfible  of  the 
great  danger  of  applying  violent  force  to 
dilate  the  os  uteri,  that  he  pronounces  it 
death  to  the  patient,  from  his  own  ex* 
perience.^ 

Delicate  women,  who  have  lax  fibres, 
of  all  others,  fufiain  lofs  of  blood  with 
mofl:  danger,  being  extremely  apt  to  faint, 
and  are  fubjedt  to  violent  head-ach.  In 
fuch  habits,  efpecially  after  delivery, 
and  in  cafes  of  extreme  weaknefs,  hartf- 
horn  jelliesy  with  rhenifii  wine,  and  thofe 
things  which  give  nourifhment  to  the 
body,  and  confiftence  to  the  blood,  may 
be  advantageoufly  diredled  : A ftrong  infu- 
■ Y fion- 


* Pew,  Pratique  des  Accouch.  chap,  xv.  p,  516. 
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,fion  of  the  cortex  with,  cinnamon,  in  French 
claret,  will  alfo  rrlake  a very  grateful 
and  generous  cordial,  without  heating  the 
body. 

In  long-continued  fainting-fits,  where 
there  was  danger  of  a total  ftagnation  of 
blood,  I have  fometimes  diredled  the  foF 
lowing  volatile  liniment  with  advantage,  to 
be  rubbed  upon  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  in 
quantity  of  a tea  fpoonful ; over  which,  a 
hot  flannel  fhould  afterwards  be  immedi- 
ately applied. 

R. 

01.  amygd.  s §/, 

Spt.  volat,  aromat.  5 Uj  mifee  G?  fat 
nimentim. 

The  fymptoms  of  immediate  danger  are 
principally  thefe  ; viz*,  the  eyes  grow  dim, 
and  the  extremities  cold  ; the  pulfe  be- 
comes weak  and  intermitting,  and  the 
patient  frequently  faints  ; cold  fweats, 
with  fubfultus  tendinum,  or  convulfions 

fuc- 
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fucceed,  and  the  hiccough  is  generally 
the  laft  fatal  fymptorn,  which  fliews  that 
death  is  near. 

But  notwithftanding  fome  of  thofe 
alarming  figns,  for  they  feldom  all  ap- 
pear ; as  delivery  is  the  only  remedy  which 
can  give  the  patient  a chance  for  life ; no 
one  who  is  truely  fenfible  of  the  duties  of 
his  profeffion,  will  timoroufly  defert  her 
in  the  time  of  her  utmoft  need,  but  delibe- 
rately follow  the  rules  of  pra(5lice>  and 
fpeedily  endeavour  to  perform  that  by  yfr/ 
which  Nature  is  unable  to  accomplifli ; 
without  regard  to  the  prejudices  of  the  ig- 
norant vulgar,  or  that  undeferved  cenfure 
which  fo  frequently  follows,  where  the 
event  is  fatal. 

Whenever  fpeedy  delivery  becomes  ab- 
folutely  neceflary,  it  fhould  be  attempted 
without  delay,  even  during  the  faulting^ 
fits ; for  although  fuch  proceeding  may 
feem  to  carry  with  it  ttie  appearance  of 
Y ^ 


cm- 
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<!:ru€lty;  the  general  relaxation  of  body 
which  then  prevails,  will  render  the  uterus 
more  torpid  and  inaftive,  and  lefs  liable  to 
be  Simulated  into  motion  by  the  hand  of 
the  operator  j confequently,  as  there  will  be 
more  fpaee  for  turning  the  child,  both  it 
and  the  mother  will  fuffer  proportionably 
lefs  : Indeed,  her  lofs  of  ftrength  will  con- 
cur in  making  his  afliftance  mofdieffedlual  ; 
the  uterus  being  then,  as  it  were,  unbraced 
and  void  of  contraction  : This  fliews  the 
folly  and  imprudence  of  thofe,  who  are 
ever  teafing  and  perfecuting  the  poor,: 
languifhing,  and  half-dead  patient,  with 
their  impertinent  and  fenfelefs  admonitions, 
viz.  to  bear-down  ftrongly,  and  make  the 
beR  of  her  pains. 

- In  fhort,  in  all  floodings  which  happen 
where  thejletus  Jlill  remams  {?i  uteroi  when 
every  other  method  has  failed,  and  the 
danger  is  great ; the  patient,  if  polTible, 
fhould  be  fpeedily  delivered  ; and  whenever 

a pro- 
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fufe  hsemorrhage  happens  after  delivery^ 
and  obftinately  continues  notvvithftanding 
the  remedies  already  mentioned ; it  will 
then  become  necelTary  to  throw  up  flyp-^ 
tic  injedlions  into  the  uterus,  as  the  lall: 
and  moft  powerful  application  that  can  be 
tried  for  her  relief. 

I have  been  more  particular  on  this  my 
TSiew  Method  of  treating  Uterine  Hcemorrhages 
by  the  adiion  of  cold  externally  and  i?iter^ 
nally  applied  to  the  human  body ^ being  con* 
vinced^  by  repeated  experience^  that  from 
thence^  the  lives  of  jnany  v)07nen  may  be 
faved^  who  would  be  lof  by  being  treated  in 
the  ufual  manner, 

I propofed  to  have  made  ibme  experi- 
ments, in  order  to  afcertain  the  different 
quantities  of  blood  efcaping  from  the  vef- 
fels  of  wounded  animals,  expofed  to  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  heat  diXiA.  cold;  but  want 
of  opportunity,  as  well  as  the  cruelty  at- 
tending fuch  enquiries,  have  hitherto  pre- 
vented me. 


Befidcs 
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Befides  the  hoemorrhages  incident  to 
pregnant  women,  there  are  two  other  forts 
which  occur  more  rarely,  and  not  at- 
tended with  fo  much  immediate  danger; 
the  firft  may  happen  to  virgins^  the  laft  to 
women  about  the  difappearance  of  the 
menfes. 

According  to  Lamotte^  thofe  floodings  to 
which  young  ’women  are  fubjedt,  arife 
chiefly  i'com  plethora,  and  if  the  uterus  is  in 
a found  ftate,  are  generally  remedied  by  * 
bleeding,  laxatives,  and  abftemious  diet.  In 
fuch  cafes,  we  fliould  be  cautious  not  to 
injure  the  patient’s  reputation  from  the 
fuggeftion  that  fhe  is  with  child,  and  that 
fuch  a flux  of  blood  denotes  mifcarriage, 
which  fometimes  has  inadvertently  been 
done. 

The  menilrual  flux,  which  now  and  then 
continues  in  plethoric  habits,  for  the  firfl: 
three  or  four  months  of  pregnancy,  and  alfo 
that  difcharge  of  blood  which  naturally 
happens  after  delivery,  from  the  feparation 

of 
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of  the  placenta,  ftiould  be  carefully  diftin- 
guiflied  from  a real  flooding,  by  thofe  who 
are  unexperienced,  or  who  from  want  of  at- 
tention, rather  than  judgment,  might  chance 
to  fall  into  miftakes  of  this  kind. 

Women  about  the  age  of  forty-five  or 
fifty,  are  fometimes  fubje<fl  to  a difcharge 
of  grumous,  foetid  blood,  efpecially  thofe 
of  plethoric  habits,  who  are  fedehtary, 
and  indulge  themfelves  fo  excefs  in  eating 
and  drinking. 

Dr.  Amb.  Dawfo?7y  formerly  an  eminent 
phyfician  of  extenfive  practice  in  London, 
affured  me,  that  he  had  often  given  cremor. 
tart,  in  fuch  haemorrhages  with  remarkable 
good  fuccefs. 

When  the  female  conftitution  continues 
to  generate  redundant  blood  beyond  the 
ftated  time  of  nature,  and  where  the  ute- 
rine veffels,  from  the  effedl  of  age,  become 
rigid  and  compadt  too  early,  fo  as  to  pre- 
vent its  paffing  off  that  way  j great  inconve- 
niencies  to  health  are  the  confeqiiences  of 

it> 
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it,  though  in  general,  they  may  either  be  re- 
lieved or  cured  by  bleeding  or  evacuations; 
However,  when  fuch  complaints  are  of  long 
continuance,  attended  with  flow  fever,  a fa- 
mous difcharge,  and  painful  forcing  down 
of  the  affedted  part,  they  almoft  certainly 
denote  a difeafed  uterus,  and  frequently 
prove  mortal  in  the  conclufion. 

As  for  the  extract,  cicutce,  its  effedls  in 
fuch  cafes  have  by  no  means  equalled  my 
expedlation,  confidering  the  extravagant  en- 
comiums with  which  it  was'ufliered  into 
practice.  The  vegetO’-mineral  water  recom- 
mended by  Goulardy  may  be  tried  as  an  in- 
jection j and  opiates y after  bleeding  and  gentle 
evacuations, where  the  pain  is  violent,  may  be 
. directed  to  advantage.  I have  obferved 
very  fenfible,  and  good  effeCts  from  the  ufe 
of  Peruvian  bark  in  the  following  form, 
though  a perfect  cure  is  not  always  to  be  ex- 
pected. 

R. 

Cort.  Peruv.fubtilifs.  Pulv. 

Cremor.  Part.  ‘5  Hi. 

Pulv.  Pamarind.  I fs. 

Syr. 
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Syr,  caryoph,  rub,  q,  s,  ut  fiat  ele^,  cujus 
fiumat,  quant,  nucis  mofichat,  noEleq,  Mane„ 
Vegetable  diet,  with  nourifhment  of  eafy 
digeftion,  and  moderate  exercife  in  pure 
air,  with  the  chalybeate  waters  of  Tunbridge 
or  Spa^  will  likewife  promote  the  cure ; or 
at  lead:  will  tend  to  abate  the  feverity  of 
the  fymptoms,  and  prolong  the  patient’s 
life, 


SECTION, 
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SECTION  VI. 

Of  Convullio?7Sy  and  Acute  Dif cafes  in  generaly 
mojl  fatal  to  Women  during  the  State  of 
Pregnancy, 

T H E caufe  of  convulfions  is  often  feated 
in  the  brahiy  or  fuch  parts  as  have  im^ 
mediate  intercourfe  with  it,*  by  mediation 
of  the  nerves,  particularly  the  fojnach  and 
uterus.  They  may  alfo  arife  from  violent 
affedtions  of  mind,  and  likewife  from  ple-^ 
thora,  or  inanition.  There  are  other  more 
remote  caufes  of  this  difeafe,  viz.  the  fup- 
preffion  of  fome  long  accuftomed  difcharge, 
as  eruptions  repelled  from  the  bodily  fur- 
face;  the  ftoppage  of  bleeding  piles ; or 
application  of  ’ any  painful  ftimulus  to  the 
nervous  parts. 

Convulfions  are  either  idiopathic  or  fyfnp-' 
tomaticy  the  firfl:  are  owing  to  fome  morbid 
impreffion  originally  made  on  the  brain  or 

genus 
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genus  nervofum^  and  when  derived  from  the 
parent,  are  termed  hereditafy : The  laft 
arife  from  accidental  caufes  which  a6l 
fiiddenly  on  the  nerves,  and  with  more 
• violence  than  their  natural  ftrufture  can 
bear.  Thofe  which  are  hereditary  or  ha- 
bitual, and  which  continue  after  puberty, 
are  generally  incurable,  though  feldom 
mortal  j and  when  they  totally  difappear 
about  that  period;  it  feems  owing  to  a gra- 
dual change  produced  in  the  body,  by  the 
effedl  of  age,  which  leflbns  its  irritability^ 
and  gives  more  ftrength  and  firmnefs  to  the 
whole  folid  fy flem. 

A remarkable  alteration  is  likewife 
brought  about  in  the  female  habit,  towards 
the  firft  eruption  of  menfes ; for  at  thi3 
time,  convulfions  have  been  known  to  ceafe, 
which  before  had  refifted  the  mod:  powerful 
remedies. 

Hyflerical  women,  from  delicacy  of  ha- 
bit, and  the  great  irritability  of  their  fyftem* 
are,  of  all  others,  the  mod  fubjedl  to. 

this 
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this  malady,  efpecially  during  the  latter 
end  of  their  jirji  pregnancy.  This  proba- 
bly arifes  from  the  uncommon  preffure  of 
the  gravid  uterus  on  the  abdominal  vifcera, 
which  may  obftrudl  their  veffels,  and  pre- 
vent the  free  circulation  of  blood ; or  elfe 
from  the  vaft  diftenfion  of  uterine  fibres, 
which  creates  pain,  and  by  nervous  fym- 
pathy,  throws  the  whole  vafcular  fyftem 
into  a convulfive  fpafm.  But  that  this 
violent  and  unaccuftomed  ftrefs  laid  on  the 
uterus,  by  the  increafed  bulk  of  the  child, 
is  not  alone  fufficient  to  produce  difeafe 
is  evident ; feeing,  that  gravid  women  in 
general  are  not  fubjedt  to  it  ; and  there- 
fore, the  original  caufe  muft  have  pre-exift- 
ed  in  the  conftitution  either  from  fome 
former  injury  done  to  the  brainy  or  a mor- 
bid impreffion  derived  from  the  parent, 
which  remains  dormant  and  inadtive,  until 
excited  into  motion  by  fuch  change  as  that 
arifing  from  pregnancy. 


As 
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As  the  caufes  of  convulfions  are  various, 
fo  like  wife  is  the  intention  of  cure.  The 
velTels  of  the  body  can  neither  be  filled  or 
emptied  beyond  a certain  degree,  without  oc- 
cafioning  plethora  in  one  cafe,  and  inam^ 
tion  in  the  other,  both  which  extremes  are 
deftrudlive  to  health,  and  may  occafion  con- 
vulfions ^ In  the  firft,  they  arife  from  pain- 
ful diftenfion  of  the  nervous  parts  j and  in 
the  -laft,  from  a defed:  of  circulating 
power,  and  that  equal  diflribution  of  blood, 
which  is  necelTary  to  carry  on  the  feveral 
fecretions. 

Convulfions  from  inanition^  are  much 
more  dangerous  than  thofe  from  plethora  i 
as  it  is  eafier  to  empty  than  replenifh  the 
veflTels;  for,  although  nourifhment  may  be 
taken  into  the  ftomach  ; it  is  a confiderabic 
time  before  it  can  be  converted  into  blood, 
efpecially  where  the  aflimilating  powers  of 
the  body  have  been  much  impaired. 

When  this  difeafe  comes  on  after  profufe 
floodings,  or  other  immoderate  evacuations, 

it 
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it  hge?rerally  inortal ; and  it  may  be  obferved 
that  llaughtered  animals,  having  loft  a cer- 
tain quantity  of  blood,  fall  into  convulfions 
a fhort  time  before  death.  Fa/2  Swieten  fup- 
pofes,  that  this  is  ovvdng  to  the  uniform 
prefllire  of  the  blood  veftels  being  fuddenly 
taken  off  from  the  brai/2 ; but  more  proba- 
bly, it  happens  becaufe  that  equilibrium  or 
balance. is  deftroyed,  which  ought  to  fubfift 
between  the  folids  and  fluids  ; and  therefore 
as  foon  as  the  quantity  and  impulfe  of 
blood  on  its  containing  veffels  become  defi- 
cient ; the  vafcular  fyftem,  for  want  of  due 
refiftance,  begins  to  exert  a kind  of  preter- 
natural contradlive  power,  and  the  whole  bo- 
dily frame  is  agitated  and  thrown  into  fpafm. 

But  notwithftanding  what  has  been  faid  ; 
the  above  author  relates  the  following  extra- 
ordinary cafe,  where  the  patient  recovered.* 
Novi  gravida/ijy  quae  placidijji/ne  dormiverat y 
dum  in  vicinia  periculofu/n  at  er  incendiim : 
Sollicita  /natevy  ma/ie  accur/^enSy  gratulabatur 

filiacy 

* Van  Swictni.  Comment,  Vol.  iv.  p.  397. 


CONVULSIONS,  343 


Jiliae,quX)d  blandus  fomnus  omnem  timorem  ar-- 
cuiJJ'et,  Mox  incipit  tr  erne  re  miferatoto  c or  pore  ^ 
& a?'igi^jimulque  totus  leBus  jam  inundabatur 
faitgiiineyfeque^ite  animi  deliquio convuljioni^ 
bus-,  tamen  apericulofa  hac  Uteri Haemorrhu'^ 
gia  convduityfedfoetum  quadrimejlrem  abor^ 
tiens  perdidit. 

Medicines,  in  fuch  cafes,  are  in  a manner 
out  of  the  queftion;  for  nothing  will  fo  ef- 
fedlually  reftore  ftretigth,  as  the  repeated 
life  of  nourilhing  fluids,  in  fmall  quantities : 
Broth  clyfters  may  alfo  be  adminiftered; 
and  if  the  pulfe  fhould  remain  very  weak 
and  languid ; a decodtion  of  Peruvian  bark 
may  be  given,  with  warm  nervous  cordials, 
joined  with  an  opiate,  fuch  as  the  confeSl. 
paulin.  Where  the  fymptoms  are 

urgent,  and  the  circulation  almoft  at  a ftand; 
hlijlers  may  he  applied  to  infide  of  the 
arms,  and  linapifms  to  the  foies  of  the 
feet ; the  extremities  may  alfo  be  rubbed 
with  hot  flannels,  or  immerfed  in  warm 
water,  the  effedl  of  which,  has  already  been 
confidered.  When 
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When  convulfions  arife  from  plethora^ 
which  chiefly  happens  to  fuch  as  are  young, 
who  indulge  their  appetite,  and  have  a 
ftrong  digeilion;  the  pulfe  is  generally  hard, 
full,  and  frequent,  which  will  require  the 
immediate  and  repeated  lofs  of  blood,  with 
the  ufe  of  laxative  medicines  and  plentiful 
dilution.  The  f aline  draughts  with  nitre 
may  be  given,  and  the  patient  fliould  be 
enjoined  to  ufe  light  and  abftemious  diet, 
to  prevent  a relap fe.  ^ 

When  flie  is  comatofe  during  the  intervals, 
and  her  head  affected,  the  eyes  being  pro- 
minent and  blood-fliot,  attended  with  deli- 
rium, or  much  fever;  leeches  fliould  be  ap- 
plied to  the  temples  and  finapifms  to  the 
feet.  Opiates  ought  not  to  given,  except  in 
cafes  of  great  urgency  from  pain  or  want  of 
fleep,  and  even  then,  chiefly  after  bleeding 
and  evacuations. 

It  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  true  caufe  of  convulfions,  before 
any  medicines  are  prefcribed,  or  methods 
tried  for  the  patient’s  relief ; for  an  error  of 

judgment 
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judgment  might  here  prove  of  fetal  confe- 
quence:  For  inftance,  copious  bleeding 
which  would  relieve  or  cure  convulfions 
arifing  frorn  plenitude^  would  inftantly  de- 
ftroy  the  patient,  if  they  were  brought  on  by 
inanition  j and  emetics y which  would  be  pro- 
per when  the  ftomach  was  loaded  with  bile 
or  other  noxious  humors,  would  be  highly 
pernicious,  where  they  were  occafioned  by 
ardent  fever,  or  injiammation  of  the  brain. 

Thofe  of  ftrong,  robuft  conftitutions,  are 
feldom  fubjedl  to  convulfionSj  except  from 
violent  caufes  ; on  the  contrary,  children,  v 
and  women  of  delicate  habits,  are  fometimes 
affefted  by  the  flighteft  impreffions  on  the 
body  or  mind ; and  it  is  remarkable,  that 
what  produces  very  extraordinary  and  alarm- 
ing fymptoms  in  one,  will  not  at  all  en- 
danger another ; each  feeling  the  effedis  of 
different  caufes,  according  to  their  natural 
temperament,  and  as  their  nerves  are  ftrung 
to  different  fenfations.  But  although  wo- 
men and  children  are  more  fubjedl  to  this 

Z difeafe 
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difeafe,  than  men,  in  proportion  as  their 
habit  is  weak  and  irritable,  it  is  obferved 
that  they  efcape  the  danger  of  it  much  better: 

Convulfions  fupervening  violent  fevers, 
or  inflammation  of  the  brain,  are  often 
mortal;  but  thofe  followed  by  fever, 
critical  eruptions  on  the  body,  or  a difcharge 
of  putrid  bile  from  the  ftomach  or  inteftines, 
generally  end  more  favorably.  If  they  are  of 
the  hyfteric  kind,  unattended  by  comuy  de^ 
lirium  or  /every  and  attack  the  patient,  by 
long  intervals,  fo  as  to  become  habitual, 
they  do  not  denote  immediate  danger ; but 
fometim.es  occafion  palfy,  lofs  of  memory, 
or  idiotifm,  by  gradually  impairing  the 
fundtionsof  the  brain. 

When  this  difeafe  is  fuddenly  produced 
by  terror -y  bleeding y the  liberal  ufe  of  opiates y 
and  warm  bathy  by  foothing  the  nerves,  and 
diffolving  the  fpafm,  will  beft  anfwer  the 
intention  of  cure. 

I attended  a lady  in  the  year  1776,  who 
was  repeatedly  attacked  with  convulfions 

during 
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during  pregnaticy ; they  were  firfi:  ow- 
ing to  a fright,  and  fhe  had  been  fuhjed: 
lo  them  many  years.  Being  treated  in  the 
manner  juft  mentioned,  fhe  proceeded  the 
full  time  of  her  pregnancy, and  being  happily 
delivered,  'recovered  without  any  relapfe. 

Some  authors  recommend  bleeding  in 
the  foot,  when  the  head  is  affecfted  j but 
the  dodtrine  of  derivation  and  rcvnlfion^  as 
applied  to  bleeding,  is  not  lefs  inconfiftent 
and  irrational,  than  in  what  relates  to 
'pe diluvium  or  warm  bath  for  the  feet. 
Opening  a vein  in  the  foot  has  been  faid  to 
bring  on  the  menfesj  when  blood  drawn 
from  the  arm,  had  no  fuch  effedl ; and  this 
was  fuppofed  to  happen  in  confequence  of 
its  accelerating  the  blood’s  motion  through 
the  veflels  of  the  legs  and  uterus.y  which 
indeed  is  a downright  contradidliori ; for 
when  a vein  is  opened  in  any  part,  the 
motion  of  blood  through  it,  pro  tempore ^ will 
rather  be  retarded  than  increafed ; as  it  is 
evident  that  the  bleeding  orifice  cannot  pofli- 
Z 2;  bly 
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bly  tranfmit  fo  much  blood  as  the  whole  trunk 
of  the  vein,  before  its  compreflion  by  the  li- 
gature. Admitting  this  as  afadt,  it  will  fol- 
low, that  if  menfes  have  been  fuddenly 
brought  on  by  bleeding  in  the  foot,  the 
effed;  was  produced  in  a manner  diredly 
contrary  to  what  has  generally  been  ima- 
gined, viz.  from  compreflion  of  the  veins 
and  arteries  by  the  ligature  applied,  and  to 
immerjton  of  the  feet  in  hot  water,  both 
which,  as  already  remarked,  increafe  the 
velocity  of  blood  pafling  thro*  the  uterus,^ 


Errors  in  diet^  or  food  taken  into  the 
ftomach  which  offends  in  quantity  or  qua- 
lity, have  been  known  to  occafion  convul- 
fions ; but  thefe  are  feldom  dangerous, 
and  generally  ceafe,  foon  as  the  offending 
matter  is  evacuated,  by  giving  zn .emetic  and 
•laxatives;  after  which  an  opiate  will  be 

proper.  _ 

Kc- 


* Page  264,  et  feq. 
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Retention  of  Urine y by  diftending  the 
bladder  and  creating  violent  pain,  may  like- 
wife  be  productive  of  convulfions,  efpecially 
in  weak,  irritable  habits ; but  here,  as  in 
the  former  cafe,  they  foon  go  oflF>  after 
it  has  been  emptied  by  the  catheter; 
otherwife,  a warm  bath  fliould  be  di- 
rected, with  emulfions  and  anodyne  clyflers. 

When  the  neck  of  the  urinary  bladder 
is  comprelfed  by  the  child's  head,  it  may 
be  gently  raifed  above  the  fymphyfis  of  the 
pubes:  A cafe  of  this  kind,  is  mentioned  in 
Lamotte^s  obfervations,  where,  from  fuch 
affiftance  only,  a,  large  quantity  of  urine 
was  inftantly  difcharged. 

A patient  at  the  Wejiminjler  Lying-In 
Hofpitaly  about  two  years  ago,  in  the  time 
of  labor,  complained  of  exceffive  pain  at 
the  pubes,  which  Ihe  was  not  able  to  endure 
without  crying  aloud : She  was  feized  with 
fubfultus  tendinuniy  which  occafioned  the 
Matron  to  fend  for  me  : I found  the  blad- 
der diftended  with  water,  and  raifed  above 

the 
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the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  fo  that  during  her 
labor  pains  it  was  violently  compreffed  be- 
tween the  uterus  and  bones,  even  to  the 
danger  of  burfting;  I diredled  the  water 
immediately  to  be  drawn  oflF  by  the  cathe^. 
tevy  after  which  flie  became  eafy,  and  was 
delivered  foon  after. 

\ 

Another  cafe  of  the  like  kind  happened 
at  the  Hofpital  lately  j where  the  bladder, 
by  its  hardnefs  and  projedlion  over  the  pubes 
in  the  time  of  labor,  was  at  firft  miftaken 
for  the  child’s  head:  This  patient  was 

treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  former, 
and  alfo  recovered. 

Where  cutaneous  eruption^  are  fuddenly 
thrown  back  into  the  habit ; the  warm  bath^ 
and  gentle  diaphoretics  with  nitre,  will  bid 
fair  to  relieve  the  patient : but  fhould  her 
complaints  arife  from  worms;  anthelmin- 
tic medicines  may  be  given,  in  which, 
Flenchds  preparation  of  mercury  with  gum 
arabic,  is  both  fafe  and  efficacious,  if  ad- 
miniftered  with  due  caution. 


India?i 
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Indian  Pink  Root  ; Wild  Cabbage  or 
bulge  water  tree  of  Jamaica,*  and  the  plant 
called  Couhagey  the  pods  of  which,  on  their 
outfide  are  befet  with  the  siliqua  hirfuta  of 
Linnreus,  have  all  been  found  powerful 
medicines  for  this  purpofe  ,*  particularly 
SpigeliaMarylandicay  or  Indian  Pinky  which 
grows  in  the  low,  marfhy  grounds  of  South 
Carolina.  An  infufion  of  this  vegetable 
is  both  palatable  and  efficacious;  — being 
direded  for  Mifs  L — ton,  a young  lady  at 
Windfory  it  brought  away  a large  quantity 
of  dead  worms,  [afcariaes^^  and  I have  given 
it  with  fimilar  good  efreds  to  other  patients. 
The  root  of  this  plant  may  be  adminiftered 
in  powder  to  adults,  in  quantity  from  one 
fcruple  to  half  a dram,  twice,  or  even,  in 
ftrong  habits  of  body  where  the  fymptoms 
are  very  acute,  thrice  a day;  but  the  follow- 
ing form  is  more  elegant,  and  proper  for 
delicate  conftitutions . Where  it  does  not 
render  the  body  laxative  ; Infus.  fen(£,  in- 
ftead  of  Spt.  Lavend.  c.  will  be  proper. 

R.  Herb. 
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R. 

/ 

Herb*  & Rad,  S pi  gel,  Maryland,  \fs, 
Aq,  bullient  Lbj.  per  boras  duod. 
Infund,  & cola  ; adde, 

Spt,  Lavend,  c,  ‘sij, 

Syr,  e,  Cort,  auraut,  %fs,fiat  miflura, 
Cujus  fumat  cochlear,  duo  vetria  bis  vcel 
in  die. 

The  Cabbage  Hree-bark  is  generally  di-^ 
redled  in  decodlion,  and  fometimes  in  fub- 
ftance,  mixed  with  a fmall  portion  oir^heu- 
harby  or  the  likcy  to  render  it  gently  purga- 
tive. One  ounce  of  the  bark  in  powder 
may  be  boiled  flowly  in  a pint  and  half  of 
foft  water,  to  the  confumption  of  a pint ; 

' and  of  this  ftrain'd  decodlion,  rendered 
palatable  by  fugar,  the  patient  may  take  a 
large  wine  glafs  full,  twice  or  thrice  a day, 
and  continue  it  for  a week  or  longer ; vary- 
ing the  quantity  and  frequency  of  the  dofe, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  lymptoms, 
and  ftrength  of  the  patient’s  conftitution. 

The  hairy  fpiculc^y  or  fetae  of  Couhage 

fcrape4 
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fcraped  from  their  pods,  may  be  given 
in  a fufficient  quantity  of  any  thick  fyrup 
for  three  or  four  evenings  fucceflively ; and 
a gentle  purgative  Ihould  be  adminiftered 
the  fecond  or  third  morning  after.  Thofe 
who  have  written  on  this  extraordinary 
thelmintic,  have  not  exadtly  determined  its 
quantity  but  as  the  fpiculae  obtained  front  a 
Angle  pod,  are  efteemed  a fufficient  dofe  for 
a child  of  feven  or  eight  years  old;  it  can  be  no 
difficult  matter  to  proportion  the  dofe  for 
patients  of  different  ages  and  conftitutions, 
particularly  fince  we  are  affured  this  medi- 
cine is  as  perfedtly  fafe,  as  efficacious. 

In  ftrong  convulfions  during  pregnancy, 
Ipeedy  delivery  has  been  propofed,  and  re- 
curred to  as  the  principal  remedy:  but  ob- 
fervation  and  experience  have  convinced  rne, 
that  this  rule  will  admit  of  many  exceptions, 
and  ought  to  be  regarded  with  great  caution ; 
efpecially  by  thofe  who  are  young  in  prac- 
tice, and  influenced  by  fear,  which  often 
fempts  them  to  proceed  with  more  hafte 

and 
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« V 

and  violence  than  is  confiftent  with  the 
patient’s  fafety. 

It  has  already  been  remarked,  that  fimple 
preflurc  of  the  gravid  uterus  on  the  conti- 
guous vifcera  may  interrupt  the  natural 
fundlions  of  thofe  parts,  and  occaiidn  con- 
vuhions;  and  to  fuch  cafes,  may  be  added 
thofe  where  that  part  is  defeciive  i?i  its  or^ 
ganical  Jirudlure ; and  being  either  too 
fmall,  or  preternaturally  narrow  and  com- 
padl>  cannot  yield  fufficiently  to  the  increafed 
bulk  of  the  child,  without  being  violently 
diftended  and  overtrained ; or  elfe  by  an 
unfavorable  pofition  of  the  foetus,  it  may 
be  comprefled  and  bruifed  between  the 
angular  parts  of  its  body  and  bones  of 
the  pelvis,  fo  as  to  excite  pain,  and  bring  on 
convulfion;  efpecially,  as  the  habit  is  at 
this  time  uncommonly  irritable.  Under 
fuch  circumftances  fpeedy  .delivery,  if  the 
patient  is  at,  or  near  her  full  time,  may  pro- 
cure her  inftant  relief;  but  on  the  contrary, 
whenever  they  arife  from  any  caufe  totally 

vidependent 
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independent  of  pregnancy  \ experience,  as 
well  as  reafon,  evidently  fhew,.  that  delivery 
thus  violently  brought  about,  contrary  to 
the  common  courfe  of  nature,  would  not 
only  prove  ineffe6lual,but  highly  dangerous. 

Hoffman  fuppofes  the  duodenum  is  often 
the  feat  of  convulfions,  becaufe  of  the  dif- 

s 

charge  of  bile  and  pancreatic  juice,  into  the 
cavity  of  that  inteftine;  which  from  vari^ 
ous  caufes  are  wont  to  become  putrid  or 
acrimonious ; confequently,  they  may  pro- 
duce pain  and  tumult  in  the  body,  if  not 
foon  evacuated  by  gentle  cathartics. 

The  retention  of  acrimonious  falts  and 

rancid  oilsy  which  naturally  ought  to  pafs 
off  by  the  kidnies,  may  likewife  occafion 
this  malady ; for,  it  has  fometimes  been 
obferved  to  fucceed  a flux  of  pale,  limpid 
urine,  efpecially  in  fevers : In  fuch  cafes, 
fmall  portions  of  emetic  tartary  with  the  fa- 
line  draughts,  or  other  faponaceous  fluids 
have  been  found  to  procure  relief. 


Befides 
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Befides  the  feveral  caufes  of  .convulfivc 
diforders  already  enumerated,  there  may 
be  others,  fo  latent  and  difficult  to  be 
found  out,  as  to  remain  imperceptible  to 
the  niceft  obferver  which  neverthelefs  adt 
with  great  violence  on  the  fenfible  and  irri- 
table- parts  of  human  bodies.  In  fuch 
doubtful  cafes,  or  where  the  patient  is  fenfe- 
lefs  and  can  give  no  information  j the  in- 
dication 'of  cure  muft  be  taken  from  the 
general  methods  of  treating  the  difeafe,  and 
the  precipitate  adminiftration  of  powerful 
medicines  ought  to  be  avoided;  for  he  that 
is  afraid  of  miftaking  liis  way,  fhbuld  rather 
abate  than  redouble  his  fpeed.  If  the 
patient  is  unable  to  fwallow,  which  fre- 
quently happens,  fhe  fhould  not  be  negledt^ 
ed'on  that  account;  fince  opium;  mujky  or 
other  medicines  may  be  advantageoufly 
given  in  clyfters. 

Women  who  have  been  fubjedl  to  this 
difeafe,  in  former  pregnancy,  fhould  ufe 
every  poffible  caution  to  avoid  it  afterwards; 

by 
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by  bleedingy  the  ufe  of  opiates y or  luch  other 
medicines  or  methods,  as  feem  heft  appro- 
priated to  the  nature  of  their  conftitution* 
before  the  approach  of  labor* 

The  violent,  and  long  duration  of  con- 
vulfions,  fometimes  leave  a morbid  imprejjion 
on  the  brain  and  nerves,  by  which  the 
intelledtual  faculties  are  impaired.  In  fuch 
cafes,  blifters,  preparations  of  barky  with 
aromatic  bitters,  or  the  warm  foeted  gums, 
have  been  found  ferviceable;  alfo  chaly- 
beate waters  j the  cold  bath,  and  moderate 
exercife,  in  a dry  pure  air>  , ^ 

R. 

Pulv.fubtilijf.  Cort.  Peruv.  %i. 

radio.  Valerian.  Sylv.  ‘^iij. 

Chalyb.  rubig.  preparat. 

Spec.  Aromat.  aa  5/. 

Syr.  Caryoph.  rub.  q.f.  ut  f at  Ele£l.  cujus 
fumat  quant.  Nucismofchat.  bis  terve  in  dky 
fuperbibend.  Cyath.  Aq.  Pyrmont.  vel  Spa* 
dan. 


All 
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All  animal  and  vegetable  fubftances^ 
which  are  ufually  directed  in  fpafmodic 
complaints,  ad;  by  their  powerful  efHuviaj 
and  in  a certain  degree  feem  to  produce  a 
narcotic  effecl ; among  the  firft  are  mulk* 
and  caftorj  and  of  the  laft  are  gum  affafoe- 
tid.  fagap.  camphor,  valerian,  &c*  but 
opiumy  where-ever  it  can  be  properly  given, 
is  the  fovereign  remedy,  and  far  fuperior  to 
all  the  reft. 

Here  it  is  neceftary  to  caution  young  prac- 
titioners, who  are  generally  Ei^thujiajis  in 
phyfic,  not  to  imagine  that  the  names  of 
medicines,  or  the  clafs  to  which  they  belong, 
'either  fufftciently  denote  their  true  qualities, 
or  point  out  their  real  ufe  : They  ought 
not  to  depend  upon  them  too  much, 
however  dignified  wath  the  appellation  of 
antifpafmodicSy  fpecijficSy  &c.  many  of  them 
hav^  not  even  power  enough  to  do  harm; 
which  indeed  is  faying  fomething  in  their 
favor;  fince  thofe  which  are  good,  are  often 
mifapplied,  and  then  become  worft  of  all. 

The 
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The  means  of  making  remedies  falutary, 
conlift  in  diftinguifhing  properly  how,  and 
when  they  are  to  be  directed : Thus  admi- 
inflered,  there  is  much  vv^hich  they  will  do,  v 
but  much  more  which  it  is  impoffible  they 
fhould  do,  from  the  very  nature  of  things  j 
and  which  therefore,  it  would  be  un- 
philofophical  as  well  as  unreafonable  to 
expedt. 

I was  favored  with  the  following  cafe 
by  Mr.  M riy  who  attended  and  de- 

livered the  patient ; and  have  fet  it  down, 
as  near  as  poffible,  in  his  own  words. 

CASE  I. 

Mr^.  D—  — an^  of  Swallow-Jireety  aged 
twenty,  at  her  full  time,  and  with  her 
firfl:  child,  was  feized  on  the  24th  of 
"January  1764,  with  violent  and  univerfal 
convulfions,  in  the  beginning  of  labor, 
whilft  her  pains  were  moderate,  attended 

with 
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with  total  deprivation  of  her  fehfes:  Being 

of  a pkthoric  habit,  twelve  or  fourteen 
ounces  of  blood  were  immediately  taken 
from  her  arm ; a blifter  was  applied  to  the 
back,  and  the  ufual  antifpafmodic  medi-- 
cines  adminiftered,  but  without  any  fenfi*^ 
ble  benefit;  the  convullions  increafed  in 
frequency  and  violence ; recurring  every  five 
orfix  minutes,  at  the  acceflion  of  every  fit, the 
child’s  head  was  preffed  down  on  the  os  uteris 
as  if  a labor  pain  had  been  coming  on; 
it  then  grew  rigid,  and  the  agitation  of  the 
whole  body  was  fo  violent,  that  there  was 
no  poflibility  of  obtaining  any  farther  infor-^ 
mation  from  the  touch:  In  the  mean  time 
the  arm,  from  ftruggling,  bled  to  the  quan- 
tity of  ten  or  twelve  ounces  more,  but  no 
fain  tings  enfued.  In  this  manner,  when 
about  eight  hours  had  elapfed,  and  no 
fymptoms  of  amendment  appeared ; it  was 
propofed  to  bring  the  child  away  by  inftru- 
ments,  and  for  the  fatisfadion  of  her  friends 

and 


CONVULSIONS,  &c.  361 


and  the  prefervation  of  the  attendant’s 
charailer,  to  requefl;  Dr.  Leake's  advice;  and 
that  he  would  be  prefent  during  the  opera- 
tion ; but  as  his  refidence  was  difcant,  and 
'the  firfl:  melTenger  had  miftaken  the  ftreet, 
upwards  of  an  hour  was  lof!:,  before  he  was 
apprifed  of  it;  and  in  the  mean  time,  the 
cGnvuIJions  increafed  to  fuch  a degree,  that 
her  death  was  every  ■ moment  expedled. 
In  the  intervals,  which  were  now  very 
fhort,  no  pulfe  was  to  be  felt,  nor  could  fhe 
be  perceived  to  breathe : Her  attendant 

therefore  thinking  that  farther  delay 
might  be  fatal,  refolved  not  to  wait  any 
longer,  but  proceed  to  the  operation. 
During  the  recefs  of  the  convulfions,  he 
could  perceive  the  os  uteri  was  dilated 
to  a confiderable  extent,  and  the  head 
advanced  below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  ; 
After  repeated  trials  with  the  fort  forceps^ 
f?jding  he_  could  not  fucceedy  on  account  of 
the  height  and  largenefs  of  the  heady  and 
the  infufficient  dilation  of  the  os  uteri,;  he 
Aa  ' introduced. 
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introduced  the  fcijfarsy  perforated  the  fcull, 
and  after  evacuating  its  contents,  extracted 
the  bones  of  the  head  ; and  then  delivered 
her  without  much  difficulty.  Juft  as  the 
operation  was  finifhed,  Dr.  Leake  arrived, 
and  feeing  the  ftate  of , the  patient,  confirmed 
the  unfavorable  prognoftic  which  her 
attendant  had  before  made : However, 

thinking  it  better  to  try  the  effed:  of  doubt- 
lefs  remedies  than  none,  he  prefcribed  for 
her  as  follows. 

R. 

- Puh,  e Myrrh,  c.  "Bj. 

Mofch. 

' Sal.  Succm.  aa  b/s, 

Syr.  e Cort.  Aurant.  q.  f.  ut  fiat  Bolus 
/^ta  quaq.  hora  fwnend.  cum  Cyath.  ^ulep. 
fiequent.^ 

R. 

fiulep.  e Camphor.  Iviij. 

Spt.  Volat.  foetid,  ^ij.  mifce. 

Sinapifms  -were  alfo  direded  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  foies  of  the  feet. 


On 
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On  the  third  day  frorn  her  delivery,  Ihe 
began  gradually  to  return  to  her  fenfes,  as 
if  waking  out  of  a dream  ; but  had  not  the 
lead:  recollection  of  any  thing  that  had 
happened,  or  of  any  pain  fhe  felt  fince  the 
time  her  Accoucheur  firft  entered  the  room. 
In  a forrnight  fhe  perfectly  recovered,  a;id 
fmce  that  time  has  had  feveral  children. 

CASE  II. 

Augujl  the  6th,  1765,  I was  fent  for  to 
fee  a gentlewoman  at  Camberwell^  who  was 
convulfed ; fhe  was  big  with  the  firft  child, 
and  at  the  full  expiration  of  her  reckoning  ; 
her  midwife  was  with  her,  and  informed 
me  ftie  had  no  labor  pains,  the  os  uteri 
not  being  at  all  dilated.  She  was  apparent- 
ly of  a ftrong  habit  of  body,  and  had  been 
remarkably  healthy  during  the  latter  end  of 
pregnancy  : The  fits,  two  in  number,  which 
had  been  violent,  were  gone  off  before  I 
faw  her  : Her  pulfe  was  good,  and  fhe  was 
perfectly  fenlible,  but  could  give  no 
A a 2 rea- 
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reafon  for  her  complaint.  I ordered 
twelve  ounces  of  blood  to  be  drawn,  and  a 
cathartic  clyfter  to  be  adminiftered  ; after 
which,  fhe  took  a bolus,-  with  mujk  and 
opium,  and  wafhed  it  down  with  the  faline 
mixture.  When  I faw  her  next  day,  in  the, 
afternoon,  flie  feemed  in  a manner  quite 
recovered ; but  had  only  taken  her  medi- 
cines once.  She  was  delivered  two  days 
after,  and  recover’d. 

CASE  III. 

O^lober  1769,  late  at  night,  I 

was  defired  to  vifit  Mrs.  A-d-?2,  in  Caven- 
diJh-Squarey  who  was  fuddenly  attacked  with 
convulfions,  the  third  day  after  deliver}", 
without  any  apparent  caufe  : She  was  na- 

turally of  a very  chearful,  volatile  difpofi- 
tion,  but  fubjed:  to  a nervous  tremor  on  the 
flighteft  occafion.  The  convulfive  fpafms 
were  gone  off  before  I got  there ; but  her 
voice  was  tremulous  and  indiftindl,  her  eyes 
w"ild  and  Raring,  and  her  intelled  very  im- 
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perfed: ; llie  fwallowed  with  great  difficul- 
ty, and  her  face  was  much  altered  from  its 
former  appearance  : Her  pulfe  was  frequent, 
weak,  and  unequal ; fometimes  vibrating 
with  uncommon  velocity,  and  then  fudden- 
ly  intermitting,  and  becoming  almoft  im- 
perceptible, for  the  fpace  of  one  or  two  pul- 
fa  tions.  Her  friends  did  not  know  fhe  had 
been  difturbed,  nor  could  I find  by  the 
nurfe,  that  any  thing  had  been  given  to  eat 
or  drink  which  difagreed  with  her,  but  as 
I had  attended  her  before,  and  found  that 
opiates  generally  relieved  her,  I preferibed 
the  following  medicines. 

R. 

P/7,  e Sty  race  gr.  vj, 

Pulv.  Cajtor. 

Balfam,  Peruv,  q,  f.  ut  fiat  bolus  pro  re 
nata  exhibend,  cum  cochlear,  duobus  Julepi 
fiequentis, 

R.  fiulep,  e Camphor,  i v, 

Aq,  Pulegjimp,  liij, 

Spt,  Volat,  ficetid,  ‘hlj fitit  yuleputn. 

Before 
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Before  feven  In  the  evening,  flie  had 
taken  two  bolufes,  and  having  had  fome 
refrefhing  lleep,  waked  fenfible  and  feemed 
better;  when  I faw  her  at  that  time,  her 
pulfe  was  more  full  and  ftrong;  and  as 
there  appeared  no  figns  of  relapfe,  the  ap- 
plication of  a blifter  was  omitted,  to  which 
file  feemed  much  averfc  : I defired  that 

three  fpoonful  of  the  Julep  might  now  be 
given  occafionally,  without  the  bolus  ; ex- 
cept flie  was  threatened  with  convulfions.  ; 

Next  morning  flie  was  ftill  better,  ha- 
ying paiTed  a good  night  : In  the  evening 
file  complained  of  pain  at  her  Romach, 
but  was  free  from  feverifh  fymptom.s,  and 
perfpired  gently.  The  cmplaji.jlomachic, 
was  directed  to  the  pit  of  her  ftomach ; her 
feet  were  wrapped  in  hot  flannels,  and  the 
ufe  of  the  julep  was  omitted.  She  now 
continued  recovering  every  day,  but  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  month,  being  fubjedl 
to  night  fweats ; fhe  took  a decodlion  of  the 
cortex^  with  elix.  vitriol,  didc,  which  reilcred 
her  to  perfed  health.  CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

Sarah  Silby,  of  a ftrong  athletic  habit,  was 
delivered  in  the  Weflrnhifter  Lymg-ifiHoJp- 
tal  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1771.  The  labor 
was  natural,  and  the  placenta  came  away 
with  eafe  about  an  hour  after  delivery,  as  I 
was  informed  by  the  attendant  Pupil ; flie  ap- 
peared well  as  could  be  expected  till  nine  in 
the  evening,  when  fhe  complained  of  great 
ficknefs  and  oppreflion  at  ftomach,  and 
vomitted  a large  quantity  of  poraceous  bile : 
As  the  ficknefs  did  not  entirely  go  off,  a 
grain  of  emetic  tarter  \V2iS  diredled  to  cleanfe 
her  ftomach  more  thoroughly  ; but  it  did 
not  produce  any  fenfible  effect.  About 
m*idnight,  fiie  was  attacked  Vvdth  violent 
convulsions^  which  lafted  till  eleven  o'clock 
the  next  day  ; during  which  time  fhe  had 
ten  or  twelve  fits,  and  twice  or  thrice 
threw  up  phlegm,  mixed  with  clots  of 
blood ; but  as  flie  was  fenfelefs  and 

the 


V 


368  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF 

the  comatofe  in  the  intervals,  it  was  not 
poffible  to  adminiEer  any  kind  of  medicine. 

The  27th  in  the  morning,  her  pulfe 
was  hard  and  oppreffed,  her  fkin  hot  and 
dry,  and  overfpread  with  a deep  yellow,  as 
if  fhe  had  been  ill  with  the  jaundice.  ITe 
tongue  was  foul,  and  had  been  wounded 
by  her  teeth  in  the  convulfive  paroxyfms  ; 
fo  that  it  appeared,  the  blood  which  die 
had  difcharged,  did  not  proceed  from  her 
ftomach,  but  only  from  her  mouth  : The 
abdomen  was  tenfe  and  dwelled,  and  The 
breathed  with  much  difiicul ty.  Ten  ounces 
of  blood  were  imm.ediately  taken  from  the 
arm,  and  a cathartic  clyjier  was  afterwards 
adminiftered.  In  the  evening  fhe  was 
better ; the  clyfter  had  procured  her  three 
ftools,  and  leflened  the  hardnefs  and  dwell- 
ing of  her  belly. 

I then  directed  one  of  the  folio  wine 
powders,  to  be  taken  every  four  hours,  and 
an  anodyne  draught  to  be  given  the  laid 
thing  at  night. 


R.  T'art^ 
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R. 

T art,  emet,  gr,  ifs, 

Magnes,  alb,  -^ifs  contcre  & f,  puh,  m 
fex  port! ones  dividendus, 

R.  A(j,  Puleg*  lifs,  , 

Spt,  Volat,  foetid,  ‘5  ifs, 

Tindi.  Thebaic,  gtt,  xxx, 

Syr,  e Cort,  Aurant,  5 j 7nifce  & fiat 
haufus. 

The  28th  in  the  morning,  fhe  was  fenii- 
ble  and  much  relieved,  her  pulfe  was  more 
foft  and  equal ; the  powders  had  brought 
on  a free  perfpiration,  and  the  fuffiiffion  of 
bile  on  her  ildn  was  lefs  perceptible  : The 
opiate  had  alfo  procured  her  fome  refrcfhing 
Heep,  but  as  I obferved  her  head  was  dis- 
ordered, and  affedted  with  fiipor;  leeches 
were  diredled  to  be  applied  to  her  temples 
in  the  evening. 

29th.  Better  in  all  refpedls,  and  perfedtly 
fenhble,  but  complained  of  forenefs  of  her 
tongue,  which  was  wafhed  with  fage-tea 
and  honey ; In  the  evening,  ihe  was  feverifh, 

and 
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and  had  mufcular  pains  in  different  parts  of 
her  body,  but  remained  perfedlly  fenfible. 
The  antimonial  powders  were  continued. 

30th.  The  preceding  night's  reft,  and 
a free  perfpiration,  had  remedied  her  yef- 
terday's  complaints : Nothing  was  now 
given  but  nouriftiing  food  of  eafy  digef- 
tion,  by  which  her  ftrength  feniibly  in- 
creafed,  and  in  a few  days  flie  pefedtly 
recovered. 

CASE  V. 

That  part  of  the  following  cafe,  which 
relates  to  the  different  circumftances  of 
labor,  I took  from  the  minutes  of  one 
of  my  Pupilsy  who  then  attended  in  rota- 
tion and  delivered  the  patient ; the  reft  is 
fet  down  according  to  the  beft  of  my  re- 
colledtion. 

' Ann  PhilHpSy  on  T!hurfday  morning,  the 
the  27th  February y 1 772,  about  tw^o  o'clock, 
was  brought  into  the  Hofpital,  with  fymp- 
tpms  of  approaching  labor  ; the  waters 


were 
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were  difcharged  the  preceding  evening, 
but  her  pains  were  inconfiderable  j at  lafl 
they  became  ftronger,  and  returning  by 
fnort  intervals,  brought  the  head  below  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  which  was  narrow  j 
about  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  her 
pains  were  ftill  more  frequent,  but  of  fhorter 
duration  ; notwithftanding,  the  head  made 
fome  fmall  advances,  and  continued  to  do 
fo  until  about  eight  o’clock,  when  it  was 
totally  difengaged  from  the  uterus,  and  the 
birth  was  expedted  at  every  pain.  Her  pulfe 
was  now  ftrong,  full  and  frequent,  as  it  had 
continued  during  the  day  ; when,  after 
changing  the  iituation  of  her  body,  which 
was  unfavorable,  die  feemed  rather  fatigued, 
and  was  fuddenly  feized  with  convulsive 
fpqfins  in  both  legs,  which  quickly  increafed, 
and  foon  affedted  her  whole  body ; Her 
pulfe,  during  the  fit,  was  fmall  and  very 
quick  j file  had  feemingly  great  anxiety  and 
oppreffion  about  the  prcecordia^  and  the 
urine  was  difcharged  infenfibly  : The  fpafm 

continued 
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continued  about  ten  minutes,  when  fhe  was 
apparantly  quite  recovered  ; her  pulfe  alfo 
grew  ftronger,  but  her  pains  were  mani- 
feftly  interrupted,  and  much  weaker.  The 
convulfions  returned  by  intervals  of  near 
an  hour,  and  were  of  long  duration, 
Till  about  twelve  o’clock,  when  fhe  was 
delivered.  She  was  afterwards  much  better, 
but  her  fits  returned  again  in  half  an  hour 
•with  greater  violence  than  ever  ; her  intel- 
lect, during  the  intervals,  being  alfo  very 
imperfevft. 

Eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away, 
and  the  following  bolus  directed  to  be  given 
immediately  after,  and  repeated  as  oceafion 
fhould  require  : 

Kxtra5l.  Tloehaic,  gr.  ifs. 

Mofch.  ^fs. 

ConfeEl.  Alkerm,  q.f.  ut  fiat  bolus. 

She  was  ftrongly  convulfed  in  the  night 
feveral  times,  and  by  feven  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  had  thirteen  fits  from  the  firfl: 

attack 
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attack;  about  nine  fhe  was  better,  but 
complained  of  much  pain  in  her  head,  and 
forenefs  all  over  her  body. 

An  emollient  clyfter  was  adminiftered, 
and  her  temples  were  bathed  with  warm 
vinegar,  the  fumes  of  which,  fhe  alfo  drew 
up  her  nofe  : Her  head  being  alfedted,  the 
opiate  was  omitted,  but  about  nine  at  night, 
it  was  repeated,  left  there  fhould  be  a return 
of  the  convulfions.  The  next  morning 
fhe  was  much  better  in  all  refpedls ; had 
found,  refreftiing  fleep  in  the  night,  and 
perfpired  freely.  From  this  time  the  fymp- 
toms  of  weaknefs  gradually  went  oif,  and 
in  a few  days  fhe  recovered. 

CASE  VI. 

I was  fovoured  with  the  particulars  of 

the  following  cafe,  by  Mr.  H /,  an  apo-^ 

thccary  in  town,  who  praclifes  midwifery, 
and  at  wEofe  requeft  I was  fent  for,  at  the 
time  the  patient  v/as  feized  with  convulfions. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  H the  wife  of  a tradefman  in 

yamesStreety  Covent-Garden y about  thirty- 
years  of  age,  of  a robuft,  plethoric  habit, 
and  perfectly  healthy,  being  pregnant  with 
her  firft  child,  was  feized  with  convulfions 
at  the  expiration  of  her  full  time,  and  during 
labor,  viz.  the  loth  of  Marchy  1772  : Her 
pulfe  was  full,  and  her  pains  feemed  natural, 
but  fo  moderate,  that  Ihe  was  not  at  find: 
examined  by  the  touch  : In  lefs  than  an 
hour,  ftie  was  attack’d  with  Vomiting  with- 
out any  apparant  caufe,  and  complained  of 
pain  at  her  ftomach  : A little  warm  caudle 
was  given  her,  which  w^as  inftantly  thrown 
up  j the  pain  at  ftomach  became  violent 
and  the  vomitting  increafed ; about  half 
an  hour  after,  fhe  had  Jlrong  convulfions y 
which  ceafed  by  intervals;  ihe  vomitted 
wdth  great  violence,  and  feveral  times  threw 
up  a large  quantity  of  flimy  fluid,  mixed 
with  blood. 

During  this  time,  there  was  no  figns  of 
labor,  the  os  uteri  being  rigid  and  quite 

clofed. 
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dofed  i Every  paroxyfm  was  fucceeded  by 
a feeming  profound  lleep,  attended  with 
fnoring,  or  rather  fnorting,  with  a difcharge 
of  foam  from  her  mouth,  mixed  with  blood. 
She  was  in  this  fituation  when  I firfi:  faw 
her.  Twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  imme- 
diately taken  away,  a blijlermg  plajier  was 
applied  to  the  nape  of  her  neck,  and 
jh2apifms  to  the  foies  of  her  feet : I pre- 
fcribed  a bolus  with  mujk  and  opiwn,  which 
being  diffolved  was  fwailowed  with  fome 
difficulty.  She  continued  fpeechlefs  and 
infenfible,  as  ihe  had  been  from  the  firft  at- 
tack, but  the  convulfions  left  her,  and  the 
labor  pains  grevv  ftronger;  the  os  uteri 
then  dilated,  and  the  child  advanced  at  every 
pain,  infomuch  that  the  birth  was  fpeedily 
expeded : On  a fudden,  the  pulfe  funk,  , 
and  her  ftrength  being  perceived  to  leffen 
every  moment  ^ the  child  which  w^as  dead, 
was  extraded  by  the  forceps^  and.  in  about 
three  hours  after  fhe  expired. 


RE- 
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REMARK. 

I could  not  perceive  that  the  tongue  was 
wounded,  as  it  frequently  is^in  fuch  cafes  ; 
and  therefore  fuppofed  that  the  blood  dif- 
charged  from  her  mouth,  proceeded  from  a 
ruptured  veffel  in  the  ftomach ; otherwife 
an  emetic  would  have  been  proper,  fince  the 
vaft  quantity  of  glairy,  gajlric  Jluid  thrown 

I 

up,  denoted  fomething  amifs  in  that  part ; 
which,  like  the  urinary  bladder,  when  irri- 
tated by  a done,  or  the  inteftines,  when  any 
painful  ftimulus  is  applied,  feparate  the 

fame  kind  of  mucus  in  great  abundance. 

( 

CASE  VIE 

Augujl  the  12th,  1772,  at  feven  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  I was  defired,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  to  vifit  a gentlewom^an  at  Lambeth y 
who  was  feized  with  convulfions,  and  fup- 
pofed to  be  in  labor.  Her  Jfirft  midwife 
feeing  the  Rate  fhe  was  in,  and  fearing,  I 
fuppofe,  file  w^ould  die,  pretended  bufinefs 
elfewhere,  and  left  her.  The  midwife 

who 
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who  w^as  afterw'ards  fent  for,  being  prefent, 
informed  me  her  pains  were  inconfider- 
able,  and  that  the  os  uteri  was  very  lit- 
tle dilated.  Her  nails  were  black,  and 
her  arms  had  repeatedly  been  drawn  up 
with  great  violence  towards  her  body,  as  if 
affedled  with  cramp.  She  complained  of 
intolerable  pain  in  her  bowels,  and  was 
much  opprefled  with  wind  at  ftomach, 
which  was  tenfe  and  fwelled ; her  pulfe 
was  frequent  and  irregular;  and  I was  told 
fhe  had  long  labored  under  great  anxiety  of 
mind  and  dejedtion  of  fpirits,  as  well  as  bo- 
dily pain.  Her  extremities  were  ordered  to 
be  gently  rubbed  with  warm  cloths,  and  af- 
terwards to  be  wrapped  in  hot  flannels.  I 
directed  the  following  draught,  and  alfo  an 
emollient  clyfter  to  be  adminiftered : 

R. 

Confeti.  cardiac,  ^^fs. 

Aq.  Menth.  pip.  simp.  i ifs. 

Nucis  Mofchat.  3 iij. 

Hindi,  Hkebaic,  xx. 

Syr. 


Bb 
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Syr.  e Me  con.  5 j fiat  haufius  anodyn. 
qua7nprimwn  exhibendns. 

As  fhe  continued  in  great  pain,  and  fome 
fymptoms  of  convulsive  fipafms  appearing  in 
the  evening;  feven  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  away,  and  the  anodyne  draught  was 
repeated  : She  difcharged  large  quantities  of 
wind  from  her  ftomach,  and  was  fo  much 
relieved  from  pain,  that  fhe  fell  into  a pro- 
found fleep,  and  was  much  better  in  all  re- 
fpedls  the  next  morning ; after  which  her 
labor  pains  came  on,  and  being  happily  de- 
livered about  one  oAlock  the  fame  day,  flie 
very  foon  recovered. 

Dr.  GaubiuSy  in  his  Adverfiariuy  mentions 
the  internal  ufe  of  the  flowers  of  zinc,  and 
informs  us  that  he  directed  them  with  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  cure  of  convulsive  and  fpafimodic 
difeafes ; but  fuch  is  the  almoft  infinite  va- 
riety of  caufes  from  v/hence  convulfions 
may  proceed,  that  what  will  relieve,  or  to- 
tally remove  them  in  one,  will  not  be  found 
in  the  leafl  beneficial  to  another ; and  I 

think 
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think  it  ftill  remains  for  further  experience 
to  determine,  whether  their  medicinal  ef- 
fefts  in  fuch  cafes,  are  to  be  depended  upon 
or  not.  Fifteen  grains,  or  even  a fcruple  of 
the  flowers  of  zmc  may  be  mixed  with  a 
dram  of  fine  fugar,  and  being  divided 
into  fix  parts,  one  of  them  may  be  given 
twice  a-day,  or  oftener,  as  occafion  re- 
quires. 


Next  to  Uterine  Haemorrhages  and 
Convulfions ; the  Fleurify^  Dyfe?2tery  and 
SmalI--Pox,  deferve  attention,  as  difeafes  of 
a very  deftrudlive  nature  to  women  during 
pregnancy  ,•  but  as  they  have  been  fully 
and  judicioufly  confidered  by  authors  of  the 
eminence ; I fliall  only  take  a curfory 
view  of  them,  in  order  to  fliew  how  much 
their  dangerous  tendency  is  then  increafed ; 
as  well  as  to  point  out  that  peculiarity 
of  treatment,  which  at  this  time  they 
require. 


Bb  ^ 


As 
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As  a firm  and  compadl  ftate  of  the  folids 
are  obferved  to  produce  acute  difeafes  j fo-  lax 
fibres  and  a delicate  habit  difpofe  the  body 
to  thofe  of  the  chronic  kind.  Women,  there- 
fore,  are  obferved  to  be  much  lefs  fubjedt  to 
fleurify  than  men  j and  thofe  who  have  a 
bad  digeflion  and  phlegmatic  conftitution, 
are  feldom  affedled  with  it  at  all ; according 
to  that  aphorifm  of  Hippocrates:  ^i acidum 
eru^ant,  raro  pie uri tick  jiunt. 

Although  jftrong  m.afculine  women  who 
ufe  hard  exercife,  and  where  the  menfes 
have  been  deficient,  are  much  oftener  vifited 
with  it  than  others ; I have  feen  two  or 
three  inftances,  where  thofe  of  a very  con- 
trary kind  were  alfo  violently  affedted.*  The 
introdudfion  of  this  difeafe,  and  its  fymp- 
toms,  may  therefore,  probably  fometimes 
arife  from  a defedl  of  vis  vitacy  as  well 
as  from  excefs  of  it ; for  inftance,  when  the 
quantity  of  animal  fluids  is  much  leflened, 
in  valetudinary,  exhaufted  women,  fo  is 

their 

* Vide  Child'bcd  Fever ^ 223. 
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t!ieir  ftrength  likewife;  and  confequently, 
four  ounces  of  blood,  which  fliall  accidently 
become  redundant,  will  render  fuch  women 
as  plethoricy  and  over-load  their  veffels  as 
much  at  one  time,  as  double  that  quantity 
would  have  done  at  another,  when  they 
were  ftronger. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  difeafe,  the  pulfe 
is  commonly  hard,  full,  and  ftrong  j but 
when  pains  in  the  fides  become  acute 
and  refpiration  difficult,  it  then  lofes 
its  firmnefs,  and  grows  more  foft  and  weak ; 
and  as  blood  cannot  now  pafs  'freely  through 
the  lungs,  they  will  begin  to  participate  of 
inflammation  j and  ,pleurify  will  then 
be  complicated  with  peripjiemnony. 

Without  this  diftindtionj  and  particular 
regard  to  alteration  of  the  pulfe ; bkedmg 
would  often  be  omitted,  as  improper,  even 
when  mofl:  conducive  to  the  patient's  fafety, 
by  preventing  a jnortal fuffocation;  for  flie  is 
often  cut  off  by  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  the  confequent  obftrudion  of  blood  in 

the 
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the  lungs,  before  the  inflammation  has 
brought  on  any  colleition  of  matter  in  the 
thorax.  The  indication  of  cure,  is  there-? 
fore,  rather  to  be  taken  from  refpiratioriy 
than  the  flate  of  the  pulfe,  which  mani- 
fefUy  depends  upon  the  former. 

Servius  who  opened  a great  nunaber  of 
thofe  who  died  of  the  pJeurify  at  Romcy 
always  found  one  lobe  of  the  lungs  cor- 
rupted, but  the  pleura  was  either  flightly 
alFedled,  or  altogether  untouched  by  in^ 
flammation. 

In  mofl:  acute  fevers  of  the  inflammatory 
kind;  fcarcely  any  thing  is  required,  be- 
fides  well-timed  evacuations,  with  plenti- 
ful dilution;  and  therefore,  bleeding y gentle 
laxatives y and  th'e  f aline  mixture  with  nitrey 
will  here  be  proper;  efpecially  when 
the  (kin  is  dry,  and  the  pulfe  hard  and 
full. 

When  the  patient  is  much  relieved  in 
the  beginning,  by  profufe  perfpiration,  and 
the  pulfe  becomes  moreYoft  and  free;  or 
' where 
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where  (he  is  benefitted  by  expedloration  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe;  bleeding  does 
not  feem  neceffary,  but  it  may  be  advanta- 
geoufly  diredled  at  all  times,  whenever  a 
dangerous  difficulty  of  breathing  fuddenly 
comes  on ; under  thefe  circumftances,  it  is 
fafe  and  rcquilite  in  women  with  child 
as  others;  and  even  more  fo,  in  thofe  who 
are  young,  and  naturally  of  a plethoric 
habit  of  body,  and  who  are  not  advanced 
beyond  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy  ; for  v 
the  embryo  being  then  fmall,  and  not  re- 
quiring the  whole  quantity  of  redundant 
blood ; nature  often  finds  means  carry 
it  off  by  thq  vaginuy  left  it  ftiould  over- 
fill the  veffels,  and  injure  the  confti- 
tution. 

Where  expedioration  is  fuppreffed,  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  comes  on  ; Baglivi 
recommends  the  application  of  blifters  to 
the  infides  of  the  legs,  and  alfo  mentions  the 
. remarkable  good  effedfs  of  warm,  diluting 
fluids,  taken  often  an^  in  fmall  quantities. 

For 

y 
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For  this  purpofe,  nothing  can  be  better  cal- 
culated than  the  decoB,  pedlor.  with  nitre  ; 
and  if  the  Ream  of  warm  water  is  fre- 
quently drawn  into  the  lungs  with  the 
infpired  air,  it  wdll  be  found  beneficial. 

Where  the  pain  is  extremely  acute  during 
refpiration  ; fwathing  or  binding  the  thorax 
with  a broad  circular  baqdage,  will  often 
procure  great  relief,  by  preventing 
elevation  of  the  fternum,  and  diftenfion 
of  the  aiFedled  parts ; for  then,  breathing  is 
principally  carried  on  by  a greater  depreU 
lion  of  the  diaphragm,  at  each  infpira-r 
tion;  but  this  w^ould  be  highly  improper 
in  gravid  womeUy  where  the  whole  abdomi- 
nal cavity  “ being  taken  up  by  the 
inlarged  uterus^  the  motion  of  the  lungs 
would,  in  a manner,  be  fuppreffed,  and 
the  patient  fuffocated.  E??ieticsy  for  the 
fame  reafon,  fhould  be  omitted,  or  given 
with  the  greateft  caution ; efpecially  in  full 
habits,  where  bleeding  has  not  preceded,  or 
where  figns  oidelirium  appear. 


To 
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To  promote  expedloration,  either  of  the 
following  medicines  may  be  directed,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  degree  of  inflammation, 
and  the  nature  of  the  fymptoms : 

R. 

OL  Lini  per  exprefs,  5/V. 

Spt.  Sal,  ammoniac,  xx. 

Aq,Fuleg,  Jimp,  Jfs, 

Gxyfnel,  Scillit,  fiat  hanfius  ^ta  qnaq. 
hora  fiumendus, 

Sal,  Abfirith,  9/.  ' 

Succ,  Li?non,  Ifis, 

Sperm,  Ceti Joint,  ‘Sjs, 

Aq,  Hyjfop,  ‘sx, 

Syr,  balfajnic  '^i fiat  hanfius. 

The  application  of  a blifieiing  plaifier  to 
the  eflFedled  part  feems  mofl:  rational  after 
bleeding,  &c.  but  where-ever  the  pain  is  fix- 
ed, deep  feated,  and  fo  acute,  as  to  occafion 
much  difficulty  of  breathing,  in  the  begin- 
ning; it  may  then  be  diredled  with  great  fafc- 
ty  and  advantage,  as  I have  obferved  feveral 

times. 
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times.  In  fhort,  the  treatment  of  this 
difeafe  in  pregnant  women^  with  fome  ex-» 
ceptions,  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  thofe 
who  are  not  fo,  although  the  event  is  much 
more  dangerous ; according  to  Hippocrates^ 
viz.  Mtiliereni  in  utero  gerenteniy  ab  acuto 
aliqno  morbo  corripiy  lethale, 

Mrs.  M-y*!es  oi  Wejhninjlery  aged  thirty- 
two,  and  of  a weakly  conftitution;  in 
the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  was 
feized  with  an  acutCy  injiammatory  fevery 
fuppofed  to  have  been  communicated  by 
her  hufband,  who  was  then  recovering 
from  a dangerous  illnefs  of  the  like  kind, 
which  had  confined  him  to  his  room 
three  weeks.  I was  defired  to  vifit  her 
the  2 1 ft  of  yuly  1772  ; her  pulfe  was 
frequent  and  fomewhat  full,  her  tongue 
foul,  and  thirft  immoderate  ; flie  com- 
plained of  head-ach,  which  had  con- 
tinued violent  from  the  beginning,  and 
prevented  her  having  reft.  Being  ill 
near  a week  before  I faw  her,  fome  medi-r 


cines. 
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dnes  had  been  given,  and  a blifter  ap- 
plied : As  I was  informed  there  were 

figns  of  intermiffion  towards  morning,  I 
direded  the  following  draught; 

R. 

Sal.  Abjinth.  b i. 

Succ.  Limon.  B Js  mifce  & affund. 

DecoB.  Peruv.  Cort.  2 /. 

Aq.  C inn.  jimp.  ‘siij.  jiat  haujl ns  i^tia 
quaq.  hora  exhibendus. 

Her  complaints  continued  without  much* 
alteration  the  two  following  days  ; but  on 
the  twenty-fourth  her  pulfe  v/as  hard,  the 
hands  tremulous,  and  her  eyes  appeared 

bright  and  inflamed ; flie  was  delirious  by 

( 

turns,  and  raved  much  in  the  night,  which 
fhe  paffed  without  ileep.  Eight  ounces  of 
blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  and  an 
emollient  clyfter  was  adminiftered  ; flie  af- 
terwards took  one  of  the  following  pow- 
ders, which  was  ordered  to  be  repeated  in 
three  hours,  if  the  firft  produced  no  fen- 
fible  effeds. 


R.  Part, 
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R. 

T^art,  emet,  gr.  ij. 

Magnes.  alb,  5 fs.  contere  & jiat  Pulv. 
in  fex  partes  dividend. 

The  25th,  the  febrile  fymptoms  feemed 
to  abate,  and  Ihe  was  fomething  better, 
having  had  refrefhing  fleep  foon  after  bleed-^ 
ing,  the  preceding  day : The  powder  firfl: 
given  proved  gently  emetic,  and  afterwards 
produced  moifture  on  the  fkin ; her  pulfe 
being  fofter ; the  draught,  which  was  firfl: 
prefcribed,  was  again  repeated  every  four 
or  five  hours. 

On  the  27th,  fhe  was  ftill  more  cool  and 
free  from  fever,  but  extremely  weak  and 
languid  j and  as  the  urine  depofited  copious 
fediment,  I prefcribed  the  following  draught, 
and  defired  that  weak  broth,  and  light  nou-» 
rifhment  might  be  given  as  often  as  her 
ftomach  required, 


R,  Injiu. 
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R. 

Inf  us.  Peruv.  Cortfortifs.  confell. ! ifs^ 

Extrall.  ejufd.  molL  9/. 

Spt.  Lavend,  c.  "sj*  ^ ^ 

ConfeB.  Alkerm*  5 fficit  hauJlusA^ta  quaq? 
hora  exhibendus. 

She  continued  this  medicine  upwards  of 
a week,  and  gradually  gaining  ftrength 
every  day,  at  laft  perfedlly  recovered  with^ 
out  abortion. 


A preternatural  inteftinal  difcharge  is 
ufually  called  but  when  mixed 

with  blood,  or  attended  with  pain  and 
fever,  it  is  then  termed  a Dysentery  or 
BLOODY  FLUX  : This  difeafe  may  arife 

from  damp,  foul  air,  obftrudted  perfpiration, 
or  corrupted  food ; it  may  alfo  be  com- 
municated by  infecflion,  or  brought  oil 
by  fharp  humors,  which  vellicatc  the  inte- 


rior 
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rior  furface  of  the  inteftines,  and  determine 
the  blood  in  too  large  a quantity  to  their 
tender  veffels. 

There  have  been  fome  few  inftances 
where  blood  was  obferved  to  proceed  from 
the  inteftines,  without  pain  or  lofs  of 
ftrength  ,;  ,and  where  the  fuppreffion  of  this 
flux  produced  very  dangerous  fymptoms, 
viz.  vertigo,  epilepfy,  or  even  madnefs. 
It  may  therefore  be  reafonably  fuppofed, 
that  fuch  evacuations  were  truly  criticaU 
and  fupplied  the  want  of  fome  other  dif- 
charge  j as  that  of  bleeding  piles,  or  perhaps 
the  redundant  blood,  which  is  fometimes 
carried  off  by  the  vagina,  in  the  firft  months 
of  pregnancy.  Where  the  ftools  are  fanious 
and  foetid,  attended  with  pain,  fever,  and 
tenefmus  j it  would  be  equally  improper  to 
put  an  early  flop  to  the  difcharge.  ■ 

It  is  not  difficult  to  diftinguiflr  betweem 
the  hsemorrhidal  flux,  and  dyfenteric 
blood;  as  the  firfl:  is  generally  evacuated 
with  inconfiderable  pain,  which  is  local  and 

confined 
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confined  to  the  redlum ; whereas,  in  dyfen- 
tery,  the  pam  is  often  very  acute  and  univer- 
fal:  Befides,  in  the  haemorrhoids ; the  blood 
is  voided  firft,  but  in  the  other  Jifeafe,  it  is 
either  mixed  with  foeces,  or  comes  away, 
afterwards  by  the  efforts  of  ftraining. 

When  pain  in  the  bowels  is  violent  and 
excruciating,  but  not  foon  follow^ed  by  ftools, 
it  may  always  be  looked  upon  as  a very  dan-- 
gerous Jigny  which  fhews  that  the  fmall  intef- 
tines  are  affedled  j and  if  the  patient  is  not 
foon  relieved,  or  particularly,  if  a difiiculty 
of  fwallowing  and  hiccough  come  on ; it 
denotes  a mortijicationy  and  fliews  that  death 
is  at  hand. 

If  the  difeafe  is  long  protradled,  the  in- 
teftines  lofe  their  retentive  and  abforbent 
power  \ and  the  food  taken  into  the  ftomach 
inftead  of  being  converted  into  chyle,  for 
the  nourifhment  of  the  body,  is  hurried 
thro^  the  inflamed  inteffines;  which  being 
ftripped  of  their  mucus  and  excoriated,  are 
affeded  with  pain  and  torminUy  from  the 
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acrimony  of  their  contents : Hence,  as  the 
blood  is  deprived  of  attemperating  fluids, 
thefecretion  of  urine  andperfpiration  becomes 
defedlive,  and  the  patient  will  be  nearly  in 
the  fame  fituation  as  one’  after  long  falling; 
confequently,  from  the  rancid  acrimony 
prevailing  in  the  body,  this  difeafe,  towards 
its  conclufion,  like  mofl:  others,  will  be- 
come of  the  putrid  kind. 

In  this  difordered  ftate  of  the  female  habit, 
ihcfoetus  in  being  robbed  of  its  nourifh- 

ment  will  die ; and  the  placentary  veJJ'els 
which  from  thence  derive  their  energy 
and  abforbing  power,  will  now  feparate 
from  the  womb,  like  blighted  fruit  in  ve- 
getables, and  the  patient  will  mifcarry. 

Although  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe  is  dif- 
ferent; the  treatment  of  it  is  fo  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  obftinate  diarrhoea  attending 
Child-Bed  Fever^  that  I fliall  not  trouble 
the  Reader  with  a repetition  of  what  is  laid 
down  ' on  that  fubjedt;  but  only  obferve, 
in  thofe  cafes  where,  froih  the  patient's  ex- 

ceffive 
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ceffive  pain,  one  might  have  been  tempted 
to  dired:  opiates,  they  feldonl  procured  laft- 
ang  eafej  efpecially  in  the  early  Rate  of  this 
diforder;  but  on  the  contrary,  often  increafed 
the  oppreffion  at  ftomach  and  pain  in  the 
bowels,  by  leffening  their  expulfive  motion, 
and  locking  up  thofe  corrupted,  offending 
humors  which  ought  to  have  been  carried 
off.  Therefore,  laxative  ?nedecines  which 
pafs  without  much  irritation,  with  rice- 
water  for  common  drink,  and  the  frequent 
ufe  of  emollient  clyfters,  or  thofe  made 
with  ftarch,  where  the  mucus  of  the  intef- 
tines  is  abraded,  will  generally  be  found  to 
afford  relief. 

Where  the  habit  is  plethoric,  and  much 
pain  or  fever  attend ; the  cure  Ihould  com- 
mence with  lofs  of  blood,  otherwife,  it 
will  not  be  abfolutely  necelTary.  Gentle 
emetics,  fuch  as  the  following,  may  then  be 
given  two  or  three  times by  intervals  of 
three  or  four  days,  as  the  llrength  will  per- 
mit : 

Cc 
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R. 

Pulv,  Ipeca(^.  gr,  xv* 

Magnefs.  alb^  ^fs. 

Aq,  Alex,  Jimp,  g vi, 

Oxymel,  Scillit,  I iij,  fiat  mijlura  cujus 
fumat  Cochlearia  duoy  oblata  occajione. 

When  the  above  medicine  does  not  as 
an  emetic,  it  generally  proves  gently  cathar- 
tic, or  opens  the  cutaneous  pores,  which 
will  be  found  greatly  to  affift-  in  the  cure^ 
the  fympathy  between  the  Ikin  and  bowels 
being  very  remarkable,  as  may  be  obferved 
in  confumptive  habits  j for  the  habitual 
diarrhaea  which  then  often  attends  is  almoft 
conftantly  better  or  worfe,  as  the  colliqua- 
tive fweats  are  more  or  lefs  profufe.  During 
the  intervals,  either  of  the  following  medi- 
cines may  be  given  twice  a-day,  or  oftener, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  fymptoms, 
or  violence  of  the  difeharge ; and  if  the  pa- 
tient is  much  harraffed  with  pain,  and  can 
get  no  refti  thirty  or  forty  drops  of  thebaic 
tindlure  may  be  occafionally  added  to  the 
dyfler: 


R.  Pulv, 


DYSENTERY.  395 

R. 

Pulv,  Rhei,  gr.  v. 

Confe£l.  cardiac,  9 1 fiat  Bolus, 

K, 

Puh,  Gall,  Alep, 

Nucis  Mofchat,  aa  '^fs. 

Syr,  e Mecon,  q,f,  ut  fiat  Bolus, 

When  this  difeafe  is  not  attended  with 
pain  or  fever,  it  then  often  arifes  from 
weaknefs  and  relaxation  of  the  bowels  ; and 
therefore,  opiates  and  mild  aftringents  may 
be  directed  : The  following  bolus,  or  fome- 
thing  of  the  like  kind  may  be  given  twice 
a-day,  with  a tea-cup  full  of  aq,  calcis^  to 
which,  milk  may  be  added  in  the  quantity 
of  a third  part.  A flannel  fhift  fhould  alfo 
be  worn  next  the  Ikin,  and  the  feet  kept 
extremely  warm. 

R. 

Pulv,  e Succin,  c,  gr,  x, 

Co?jfeB,  cardiac,  Bifiat  Bolus, 

A lady  in  Great  ^eeU’-Street,  near  t w’^enty 
one  years  of  age,  and  of  a very  delicate  habit 
Cc  z of 
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of  body;  in  the  feventh  month  of  pregnan- 
cy, was  affeiled  with  a diarrhoea,  from 
anxiety  of  mind.  Though  flie  took  opiates 
and  other  medicines,  it  continued  alitioft 
without  intermiffion,  ^till  the  middle  of  the 
eighth  month ; when  the  pain  in  her  bowels 
became  very  violent,  and  blood  with  mucus 
Was  difeharged  with  the  ftools  : She  was 
oppreifed  with  great  ficknefs  at  ftomach, 
and  often  threw  up  large  quantities  of  ropy 
yellow  phlegm,  mixed  with  blood.  She 
bad  very  little  appetite,  or  natural  reft; 
complained  much  of  head  ach,  and  labored 
under  a flow  fever,  and  hedlic  heats,  after 
taking  the  leaft  nourifhment ; Her  pulfe  was 
very  languid  and  unequal ; in  ihort,  ftie 
was  reduced  to  the  laft  degree  of  weaknefs^ 
Opiates,  which  I at  firft  dire  died,  fcarcely 
procured  her  any  fleep  or  lafting  cafe, 
neither  was  the  diarrhoea  abated ; being 
conftantly  difturbed  feven  or  eight  times 
in  the  night,  and  during  the  twenty-four 
hours,  had  fometirnes  fixteen  or  eighteen 

motions. 
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motions,  though  at  laft,  nothing  was  voided 
but  a red,  glairy  lubftance,  like  flakes  of 
half-putrified  flefh.  I then  prefcribed  the 
following  powders,  one  of  which  flie  took 
in  rice  water  twice  a-day.  The  firfl:  pow- 
der made  her  fick,  but  did  not  prove  emetic, 
and  although  they  always  checked  the 
Joofenefs,  it  never  totally  went  off  till 
within  a few  days  after  delivery  ; at  which 
time  fhe^  was  better  in  all  refpedts,  and  fre^ 
from  pain  : 

R,  Tart,  emet,  gr,  ij. 

Pulv.  Contrayer,  c,  5 /.  fedule  contere 
& fiat  pulvis  in  fiex  partes  dividendus. 

Starch  clyilers  were  adminiftered,  and 
her  common  drink  was  rice-water,  with 
addition  of  gum  arabic,  which  agreed  with 
her  better  than  any  thing  elfe. 

After  delivery,  the  purging  commenced 
with  as  much  violence  as  ever,  attended 
with  excruciating  pain  in  her  bowels  ; the 
ftools  being  very  foetid,  and  mixed  with 

blood 
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blood  as  before.  The  next  day,  her  pain 
was  ftill  excejflive,  and  the  purging  con- 
tinued : Her  nails  began  to  turn  black ; 
ftie  was  feized  with  a fliivering  fit,  and 
immediately  fell  into  convuljtonsy  which 
lafted  upwards  of  an  hour  j her  body  being 
agitated  at  different  times  with  great  vio- 
lence. As  the  fit  went  off,  and  fhe  feemed 
better,  I was  not  fent  for  till  the  eighth 
day,  at  which  time  the  purging  returned, 
and  the  acute  pain  in  her  bowels  threw  her 
into  another  fit,  which  for  a time,  deprived 
her  of  all  fenfe.  OElober  the  17th,  1772, 
I diredted  flarch  clyfters,  with  twenry  drops 
of  tindl.  thebaic,  to  be  given  twice  a-day, 
but  in  fmall  quantities  and  only  milk 
warm  ; her  body  and  limbs  were  wrapped, 
in  warm  flannels,  and  as  I t)bferved  that 
nothing  relieved  her  fo  much  as  the  pow- 
ders (he  had  before  taken,  they  were 
again  repeated : She  was  better  after  the 
fecond  powder ; both  the  pain  and  diarrhoea 
being  fenfibly  abated.  To  avoid  the  dan- 
ger 
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ger  of  relapfe,  the  powders  were  continued 
once  or  twdce  a-day  for  upwards  of  a week> 
and  with  care  and  proper  nourifhment,  fhe 
gradually  recovered.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  month,  fhe  took  the  following  draught 
night  and  morning  for  ten  days ; 

R. 

Cort,  peruv.  Pulv.  % fs, 

FoL  Rofar.  rub*  ficc. 

Cort.  Cinn.  aa*  5/ . 

Aq,  bullientp  § x poji  mace  rat.  idon.  cola. 
R.  ^ 

Hujus  colat.  I ifs, 

- F’inSi.  yapo?jic  5 ij. 

ConfeEl,  Alkerm.  5 i*  fiat  ha?ijlus  noBeq. 
mane  exhibendus. 

This  medicine  affifted  her  greatly,  by 
ftrengthening  the  bowels  and  increafing 
her  appetite,  and  at  laft  fhe  was  reftored  to 
her  former  Rate  of  health  j but  from  taking 
cold,  or  other  accidental  caufes,  is  ftill  apt 
to  be  flightly  aflfeited  with  her  former  com- 
plaints. 


The 
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The  late  Baron  Van  Swieten,  in  the 
fifth  and  lafl:  volume  of  his  Commentaries^ 
a work  which  will  render  his  name  venera- 
ble to  pofterity,  remarks  the  following  cir- 
cumftances,  from  his  own  experience,  in 
what  relates  to  Small-pox y viz.  that  the 
method  of  preparation  ufually  obferved,  be- 
fore the  artificial  communication  of  that  dif- 
eafe,  may  be  omitted  without  danger  j for 
at  the  Orphan-houfey  fituated  in  the  fuburbs 
of  Vienna;  though  there  was  not  any  varia- 
tion in  the  diet  of  thofe  inoculatedy  from 
the  reft ; no  inconvenience  was  perceived 
to  follow.  But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
they  all  breathed  open  air  for  the  whole 
day,  and  flept  in  fpacious  and  lofty  bed- 
chambers, well  perflated  ; hence  arofe  the 
opinion  which  now  prevails  with  fome ; 
that  thofe  who  labor  under  the  natural 
Small-pox  will  recover  as  eafily  as  others 
who  are  inoculated;  without  much  regard 
to  diet  or  medicine,  provided  that  they  fufr 
ficiently  enjoy  the  influence  of frejh  air. 
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According  to  the  calculation  of  Dr.  Juririy 
feveral years  ago, about  one  infix  orfeven  died 
by  the  natural  fmall  pox  j but  of  thofe  who 
were  inoculated,  fcarcely  one  in  forty-eight. 
If  the  calculation  is  juft,  it  appears  that  this 
deftrudive  malady  is  rendered  much  milder 
by  the  method  of  treatment ; fince  the 
number  of  thofe  who  die,  compared  to  thofe 
who  recover,  is  happily  now  ver)^  fmall ; 
even  in  the  natural  fort,  except  they  happen 
to  womm  with  child,  during  an  un- 
healthy feafon  of  the  year,  where  they  be- 
come complicated  with  other  difeafes  of  the 
epidemic  kind : This  favourable  circumftance 
feems  principally  owing  to  the  fame  treat- 
ment in  the  natural  fmall  pox,  as  had  been 
found  fo  remarkably  beneficial  in  thofe  com- 
mucicated  by  inoculation,  in  which,  fcarcely 
one  in  four  hundred  now  dies. 

Abftemious,  laxative  diet,  will  be  pro- 
per in  the  beginning  j fuch  as  that  of  roafted 
apples,  ripe  oranges,  or  other  cooling  vege- 
tables 
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tables  of  the  folutive  kind ; alfo'  milk-pot- 
tage, or  gruel  fweetened  with  honey,  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  nitre. 

In  adults  and  thofe  of  ftrong  habits, 
bleeding  is  generally  neceflary,  being  fo  far 
from  retarding  the  eruption,  that  it  appears 
more  kindly  after  that  evacuation.  One  of 
the  following  powders  will  then  be  proper, 
and  may  be  given  for  two  or  three  nights 
fucceffively,  as  occafion  requires. 

R. 

Calomel,  ppt. 

I 

Sulph.  pr^cipitat.  aa  gr.  Xy 

T!art.  emetic  gr.  ij  contere  & Jiat  pulv. 
Jubtilifs.  in  fex  partes  dividend. 

As  foon  as  the  eruption  appears,  if  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  run  high,  and  it 
feems  to  rufh  out  too  hailily,  the  following 
cathartic  draught  fhould  immediately  be 
given;  efpecially,  if  the  previous  ufe  of  the 
powders  has  not  fufRciently  emptied  the 
bowels : 

R.  Inf  us. 
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R. 

Infus.  Sen.  limoniat.  i ij. 

Mann,  calab.  ^nj.folv. 

Spt.  Lavend.  c.  5 /.  fiat  haujlus. 

During  the  fymptoms  of  eruptive  fever^ 
the  patient  may  drink  as  much  cold  fpring 
water  as  her  thirfl  requires.  At  this  time 
flie  ought,  by  no  means,  to  be  confined  to 
her  bed,  or  a warm  room,  but  fhould  walk 
gently  about  in  frefh,  open  air,  taking 
care  at  her  return,  not  to  expofe  herfelf  to 
it  in  a full  ftream,  by  fitting  between  open 
doors  or  windows ; and  however  ftrange 
the  pradtice  might  at  firfl;  appear,  it  is  now 
fufliciently  juftified  and  confirmed  by  the 
conftant  and  daily  fuccefs  which  attends  it. 

This  method  was  firfl:  followed  and  recom- 
mended by  the  judicious  Sydenham^  who  was 
often  unmercifuly  cenfured  for  venturing  to 
depart  from  the  common  pradlice ; but  being 
convinced  by  repeated  experience  of  its  fa- 
latury  effedl,  and  aiming  at  nothing  fo 
much  as  the  public  good,  he  fubmitted  to 

undeferved 
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iindeferved  reproaches,  and  thought  himfelf 
amply  repaid  by  the  fatisfacflion  arifing 
from  a confcientious  difcharge  of  his  duty, 
and  the  benevolent  feelings  of  his  own  heart. 
But  although  the  fuccefs  attending  the  pre- 
fent  praftice,  is  chiefly  and  originally  owing 
to  the  fagacious  and  incomparable  Sydenham  j 
thofe  who  have  iince  been  the  means  of 
boldly  oppofing  popular  errors,  and  per^ 
manently  ellablifhing  that  method  which 
contributes  to  the  prefervation  of  thoufands, 
alfo  deferve  their  proper  fhare  of  praife. 

By  the  liberal  ufe  of  cold  water,  and 
influence  of  fre/h  air^  the  fick  find  them-^ 
felves  revived  in  a moil  extraordinary  man- 
ner; the  frequency  and  fulnefs  of  the  pulfe 
is  obferved  to  abate,  thirft  becomes  lefs,  and 
the  fymptomatic  fever  being  almofl:  ex- 
tinguiflied,  a free  perfpiration  ufually  fuc- 
ceeds,  accompanied  with  a favorable  erup- 
tion; after  which,  nothing  more  feems  ne- 
ceflary,  but  only  to  forward  the  maturation 
of  the  puftules,  by  fupplying  the  patient 
• plentifully 
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plentifully  with  milk  and  water,  tea*  or  any 
thing  of  the  like  kind.  At  this  time,  the 
body  ought  to  be  kept  cool  and  temperate 
by  emollient  clyfters  and  gentle  laxatives, 
as  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  may  require. 

Where  the  variolous  eruption  is  compli- 
cated with  a thick  milliary  rajhy  it  will  be 
proper  to  leffen  the  cooling  regimen,  and 
allow  the  patient  white- wine  whey,  or  very 
weak  broth,  inftead  of  cold  fluids. 

A phrenzy  happening  the  third  or  fourth 
day  after  the  eruption,  is  an  alarming 
fymptom.  Bleeding  and  emollient  clyfters 
may  here  be  directed,  and  the  patient  fhould 
be  kept  cool  j leeches  may  be  applied  to  her 
temples,  and  the  following  julep  taken 
occafionally;  alfo  barley  water,  with  the 
addition  of  nitre,  and  vegetable  acids  for 
common  drink. 

R. 

Aq»  font,  pnrifs.  B vij. 

Spt.  nitri  dulc.  ‘hif 

Syr,  Violar..  I fs  fiat  fulepum. 

Purples 
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Purples  on  the  Ikin  denote  great  danger, 
efpeciaHy  if  the  pock  is  confluent ; but 
where  bloody  urine  is  voided  at  the  fame  time, 
it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a mortal  jign. 
Thofe  appearances,  however,  are  not  always 
the  genuine  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  but 
often  arife  from  heating  regimen,-  and  too 
great  ,a  degree  of  circulating  power.  As 
the  firfl:  may  be  owing  to  a putrid  diflb- 
lution  of  blood,  they  are  much  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  other,  and  therefore,  a 
dilHridlion  fhould  be  made  refpedting  their 
treatment.  In  thofe  of  \ht  putrid  kindy  an- 
tifeptic  medicines  may  be  given;  a de- 
coftion  of  barky  with  elixir  of  vitrioU  or 
tindlure  of  rofes  will  be  proper,  but  in  the 
injlarhmatory  forty  bleeding  and  laxatives 
with  nitrous  drinks  fhould  be  diredted. 
Towards  the  height,  about  the  eighth 
or  ninth  day ; the  fecondary  putrid  fever, 
which  might  otherwife  then  commence,  is 
to, be  prevented  by  if  poflible ; 

therefore  the  fame  cathartic  draught  which 


was 
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was  given  in  the  beginning,  may  be  re- 
peated every  other  day,  or  as  the  ftrength 
will  permit.  Opiates  are  now  proper, 
efpecially  after  operation  of  the  purge, 
or  when  the  patient  is  reftlefs  and  in  pain; 
but  fhould  a dilirium  or  difficulty  of 
breathing  come  on,  they  fliould  be  wholly 
omitted. 

Where  the  circulation  flags,  and  the 
puftules,  inftead  of  maturating  and  growing 
fuller,  feem  to  flatten  and  look  pale ; fnake*^ 
root,faffroHy  and  fuch  like  warm  medicines, 
have  been  recommended;  but  as  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  obferve,  nothing  has 
equalled  the  good  efiedts  of  Jameses  powder 
or  emetic  tartar^  given  at  firfl:  in  fuch  quan- 
tity as  to  prove  gently  emetic,  and  after- 
wards, to  a6t  as  alteratives  only. 

Some  diredt  the  limbs  to  be  bliftcred  at 
this  time,  and  others  do  not  fcruple  to  give 
cold  water and  indeed,  confidering  its  falu- 
tary  effedts  in  the  beginning,  fuch  a fl:ep  does 

not 
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not  appear  altogether  Exceptionable ; parti- 
cularly if  it  be  earneftly  defired  by  the  pa- 
tient. 

Where  the  falivatioHy  ’ which  ufually  at- 
tends the  confluent  fmall-pox,  fuddenly 
Rops,  the  patient  generally  dies  about  the 
eleventh  or  twelfth  day;  efpecially,  if  her 
face  and  hands  do  not  then  begin  to  fwelh 
or  where  fome  other  evacuation  does  not 
immediately  follow.  To  encourage  the 
fpitting,  the  head  may  be  held  over  the 
Ream  of  warm  water,  and  the  following 
garifoi  may  frequently  be  ufed : 

R. 

Aq.  horde  at,  Ib.y. . 

Sal,  Ammon,  crud, 

Mell,  I js  fiat  Gargarifma. 

Thofe  who  are  feized  with  fmall’-pox  in 
the  pregnant  Rate,  have  generally  much 
more  eafy  and  expeditious  labors  than  other 
women:  However  extraordinary  this  cir- 
cumRance  may  appear,  I have  feen  it  veri- 
fied in  many  inRances;  and  indeed,  never 

yet 


'f 
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yet  found  it  otherwife  in  any  cafe,  where 
the  labor  was  ftridlly  natural.  It  cannot  be 
owing  to  general  weaknefs  and  relaxa- 
tion of  the  body;  in  confequence  of  which 
the  child  might  be  fuppofed  to  meet  with 
lefs  refinance  in  the  birth;  for  if  fo,  the 
uterus  would  participate  of  the  effeiS,  and  its 
expulhve  force  being  diminifhed,  labor,  in- 
Head  of  being  fooner  over,  would  probably 
be  rendered  more  tedious  and  lingering. 

In  the  mifcelldn.natur , curios . maybe  found 
feveral  inftances  of  women  dying  gravid, 
who  were  afterwards  delivered  of  living 
children ; Horjiius  alfo  relates  a hillory  of 
this  kind ; and  Raymo?idy  in  his  book  de 
ortu  infantum  contra  naturam^  is  full  of  fuch 
wonderful  ftories  which  are  fitter  to  enter- 
tain old  women  and  nurfes,  than  men  of 
fcience,yet  the  celebrated  Hoffman does 
not  feem  behind  hand  with  any  of  them  in 
credulity,  attempts  ferioufly  to  account  for 
fuch  extraordinary  births,  by  the  expanfion 
of  putrid  air,  in  the  body  of  the  feetus. 

D d Several 
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Several  years  ago,  I was  fentfor,  to  a 
tradefman’s  wife  in  Mount-Jlreety  Berkley^ 
fquare,  who  was  taken  with  labor  juft  at 
the  height  of  the  fmall  pox^  but  being  then 
at  fome  diftance,  .ftie  was  delivered  without 
any.  affiftance  before  I got  there,  and  died 
the  next  day. ' . 

yuly  the  12th  1767,  Arm  Moody  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Wejlminjler  Lying-In  Hofpi^ 
taJ,  with  fymptoms  of  labor,  and  being 
otherwife  very  ill,  was  allowed  to  remain 
longer  than  ufual  before  delivery.  The fmall 
pox  appeared  foon  after  admiffion,  but  as  the 
eruption  was  at  firft  taken  for  a rafti,  I was 
not  acquainted  with  it  until  feveral  days 
after : She  was  delivered  of  a dead  child, 
about  eight  months  old ; the  ninth  day 
after  the  eruption,  without  much  pain,  or 
the  ufual  efforts  of  labor : The  puftules 

were  of  the  confluent  kind,  and  very  thick' 
on  her  fkin,  together  with  purples,  for 
which  a decodlion  of  bark  with  elixir  of  vitriol 


was 
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Was  given,  but  without  effect ; for  fhe  died 
delirious  the  day  after  delivery. 

yanuary  the  14th,  1768,  Efther  Grace 
Vvas  admitted  into  ihtHofpital,  and  delivered 
the  third  day  after,  of  a living  child,  and  at 
her  full  time : Though  her  pains  were 

very  inconfiderable,  the  birth  was  fo  quick 
and  eafy,  as  not  to  require  any  kind  of  aflift- 
ance : The  next  day  the  fmall  pox  appeared. 
She  was  carefully  removed  in  a chair  the 
fifth  day,  and  died  three  days  after,  being 
the  eighth  from  the  time  of  eruption.  The 
child  was  nurfed  and  taken  care  of  in  the 
Hofpital,  but  died  at  eight  days  old;  though 
without  any  eruption  on  its  body,  or  other 
fymptoms  of  fmall  pox. 

Ft'ii'uary  8th,  1770,  I attended  Mrs. 

C at  Lambeth y who  had  the  fmall  pox 

• in  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy  : She  was 
young,  and  of  a ftrong,  healthy  conftitution, 
but  very  full  of  eruption,  which  was  rather 
of  the  confluent  than  diftind:  kind.  As  I 
was  called  to  her  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Dd  2 difeafe, 
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difeafe,  it  was  treated  by  the  cooling  regimen 
already  mentioned ; the  weather  being  at 
the  fame  time  intenfely  cold.  The  /pitting^ 
which  had  affifted  her  greatly,  began  to  di- 
minifh  very  much,  a little  after  the  height. 
About  the  twelfth  or  thirteenth  day,  Ihe 
was  exceeding  ill ; the  fymptoms  of  fe- 
condary  fever  were  then  violent,  and  fhe 
was  unable  to  fpeak  or  fwallow,  except  with 
great  difficulty.  Nothing  at  this  time  re- 
lieved* fo  much  as  2l  purging  droughty  which 
Ihe  took  every  other  day  : As  her  ftrength 
and  fpirits  were  always  better,  and  the  bad 
fymptoms  evidently  lefs  violent  on  the  days 
fhe  took  the  purge,  I diredled  it  to  be  made 
weaker,  and  repeated  it  for  three  days  fuc- 
ceffively.  She  now  recovered  daily,  and  at 
the  end  of  three  weeks,  was  able  to  take  the 
air ; but  what  appeared  rather  extraordi- 
nary, although  fhe  had  efcaped  abortion 
during  the  difeafe,  ffie  mifearried  about  a 
month  after  her  firft  going  abroad. 


About 
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About  the  fame  time,  viz.  February  the 
24th,  1770,  I was  defired  to  vifit  Mrs, 

P- r,  near  the  Hofpital,  who  then 

labored  under  the  fmall  pox,  in  the  eighth 
month  of  pregnancy.  Her  midwife  in- 
formed me  flie  was  delivered  foon  after 
the  eruption  appeared,  with  fo  much  pre- 
cipitation, that  the  infant  fell  on  the 
floor,  as  fhe  was  aflifting  her  in  getting  to 
bed.  I faw  her  the  ninth  day  from  the 
eruption,  which  was  large  in  quantity 
and  of  the  worfl:  confluent  kind : Broad 
purple  /pots  almofl:  every  where  over-fpread 
that  part  of  her  ikin  where  the  puftules 
were  wanting;  there  were  befides,  feveral 
fmall  veficles  on  her  breaft  filled  with  a 
yellow  fluid,  like  the  ferum  of  blood,  and 
fome  with  bloody  ichor ; but  as  her  water 
came  away  involuntarily,  I could  not  tell 
whether  the  urine  was  bloody  or  not.  She 
was  alfo  delirious : Indeed,  I never  faw  the 
difeafe  attended  with  more  malignant  fymp- 
toms,  and  though  there  were  no  hopes  of 

her 
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her  recovery,  I diredled  the  following 
draught,  and  defired  that  the  fluids  Ihe 
was  able  to  fw’allow  might  be  acidulated 
with  lemon-juice; 

R. 

JDecoEl.  Cort,  Peruv.fortifs.  confe^^  lifs, 
Extra6l.  ejufd.  molL  Bi. 

Elix.  Vitriol,  acid,  gtt, 

TinB,  Cort,  Peruv,  5 H> 

Confedi,  Alkerm,  ^i,Jia.t  haujlusyalternis 
horis  exhibendus. 

She  died  the  next  day  about  twelve 
o’clock,  being  the  tenth  from  the  firfl:  ap^ 
pearance  of  the  eruption. 

OElober  the  ^ift,  i77^>  Elizabeth  Lee 
was  delivered  in  the  Wejiminjler  Lying-in 
Hofpital  of  a living  child,  in  the  eighth 
month  of  pregnancy  : As  the  fmall  pox  ap- 
peared on  her  {kin  next  day,  fhe  was  care- 
fully removed  to  her  own  appartments  by 
her  friends,  where  fhe  recovered ; the  difeafe 
being  mild,  and  eruption  of  the  diflindt 
kind.  The  child  was  feized  with  it  a 

fort- 
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fortnight  after ; but  I had  no  opportunity  to 
inform  myfelf  whether  it  lived  or  not. 

Notwichftanding  I never  faw  any  inftance 
where  infants  were  born  with  variolous 
eruption,  till  the  following  cafe  mentioned ' 
by  Mr.  Wajiall occurred;  yet  examples  may 
be  found  in  the  Philofophical  Pranfatlions^ 
Bartholin  s Medical  EpiJUeSy  where  the 
body  of  the  new-born  infant  has  been  found 
overfpread  with  puftules,  which,  confider- 
ing  the  intercourfe  between  the  mother  and 
it,  during  geftation,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

Account  of  a Woman  who  had  the  Small  Pox 
during  Pregnancy y and  who  feemed  to  have 
communicated  that  Difeafe  to  the  Feet  us. 
By  John  Hunter,  E/^,  F*R,S,  from  Mr, 
WaftalFs  Fetter  on  the  fame  fubjeSl, 

■December  30,  1776,  I was  fent  for  to 
Mrs.  Fordy  a healthy  woman,  about  twenty 
two  years  of  age,  who  was  pregnant  with 
her  firfl:  child.  She  had  come  out  of  the 
country  about  three  months  before.  Soon 
after  her  arrival  in  town  fhe  was  feized  with 

the 
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the  fmall  pox,  and  had  been  under  the 
care  of  Meflieurs  Hawkins  and  Grant y who 
have  favored  me  with  the  particulars  here 
annexed. 

I called  upon  her  in  the  afternoon ; flie 
complained  of  violent  gripings  in  her  bow- 
els, darting  down  to  the  pubes.  On  ex- 

I 

amining  I found  the  os  tincre  a little  dilated, 
with  other  fymptoms  of  approaching  la- 
bor. I fent  her  an  anodyne,  fpermaceti 
emulfion,  and  defired  to  be  called,  if  her 
/ pains  increafed.  I was  fent  for.  The  la- 
bor advanced  very  flowly ; her  pains 
were  lafting  and  fevere  j fhe  was  delivered 
of  a dead  child,  with  forne  difficulty. 

’ Obferving  an  eruption  all  over  the  body 
of  the  child,  and  feveral  of  the  pujlules  filled 
with  matter,  I examined  them  more  par- 
ticularly ; and  recolledling  that  Dr.  Leakcy 
in  his  Introdudtory  Ledture  to  the  Pradlicc 
of  Midwifery,  had  obferved  that  it  might 
be  necelTary  to  inquire,  v/hether  thofe  adults 
who  arc  faid  totally  to  cfcape  the  fmall  pox, 

have 
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have  not  been  previoufly  affedled  with  it  in 
the  womb;  I fent  a note  to  Dr.  Leakey  and 
likewife  to  Dr.  Huntery  in  hopes  of  afcer- 
taining  a fad:  hitherto  much  doubted.  Dr. 
Leake  came  the  fame  evening,  and  faw  the 
child.  Dr.  Hunter  came  afterwards,  with 

I 

Mr.  Cruickjhanksy  and  examined  it;  alfo 
Mr.  yohn  Hunter  and  Mr.  Falconer  j who 
all  concurred  with  me,  that  the  eruption 
on  the  child  was  the  fmall  pox.  Dr.  Hunter 
thought  the  eruption  fo  like  the  fmall  pox, 
that  he  could  hardly  doubt ; but  faid,  that 
in  all  other  cafes  of  the  fame  kind,  he  had 
met  with,  the  child  in  utero  efcaped  the 
contagion. 

It  appears  from  Mr.  Grants  Notes, 
that  the  eruption  appeared  on  Mrs.  Fordy  in 
the  evening  of  the  8 th  of  December,  and 
that  fhe  was  delivered  the  31ft,  that  is, 
twenty-three  days  after  the  appearance  of 
the  eruption. 

A 
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A Cafe  no  lefs  curious  extraordinary ^ 

I received  from  my  Pupil  Mr.  Heady  as 
follows  : ' 

• To  Dr.  L E*  A K E. 

' ‘ London,  Nov,  30,  1778. 

I fome  time  fince  mentioned  to  you  a cafe 
of  Inoculation  for  the  fmall-pox,  which  you 
thought  Angular.  The  hiftory  of  it  you 
have  below,  and  may  depend  upon  the 
fad:s,  as  the  patient  was  my  own. 

I am,  Sir, 

With  the  greateil:  refpedt. 
Your  mod  obedient  Servant, 
ISAAC  HEAD. 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  1 766,  I 
was  defired  to  inoculate  a boy  of  five  years 
old,  for  the  fmaihpox,  -the  parents  at  the 
fame  time  informing  me  they  wiflied  it 
fliould  be  performed  in  about  a fortnight. 

I had  often  thought  it  poflible,  that  the 
variolous  matter  might  be  capable  of  raifing 
inflammation  in  the  arm  of  ^ perfon  who 

had 
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had  palGTed  the  fmall  pox,  and  that  if  it  came 
to  any  degree  of  fuppuration,  might  pro^ 
bably  retain  fo  much  of  the  nature  of  fmall 
pox,  as  to  infedt  a perfon  who  never  had 
the  diforder,  by  inoculating  in  the  ufual 
manner. 

To  try  this  experiment,  I inoculated  my^ 
felf  in  the  arm*  I was  much  pleafed  to  find 
an  inflammation  come  regularly  on  in  as 
flioit  a fpace  of  time,  and  with  as  much 
violence,  as  I h^  ever  feen  in  thofe  who 
never  pafled  the  fmall  pox. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th  day,  I fuddenly 
felt  the  fame  kind  of  fenfation,  as  if  a fpark 
of  hre  had  got  on  the  part.  On  examination,  / 
I found  it  prodigioiifly  inflamed ; there  was 
a vefication  about  the  fize  of  a fmall  pea, 
and  rednefs  extended  round  it,  under  the 
cuticle,  to  the  fize  of  fixpence.  On  the 
ninth  day  it  was  full  of  pus,  and  the  circle 
extended  to  the  fize  of  a crown.  On  the 
tenth  day  I inoculated  the  child  from  this 
puftule,  in  the  common  way. 

I have 
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I have  the  pleafure  to  aflure  you,  that  this 
child  had  the  fmall  pox  in  as  regular  a man- 
ner, and  with  the  ufual  concomitant  fymp- 
toms  as  any  I ever  I had  under  my  care.  He 
was  very  fick  for  a day  before  the  puftules 
made  their  appearance,  and  had  a great  ma- 
ny of  them.  I inoculated  /even  other  children 
from  this  patient y and  none  of  them  failed 
having  the  fmall  pox. 

One  of  thofe  was  fo  ill,  that  I was  very 
apprehenfive  he  would  have  died,  but  fortu- 
nately he  alfo  recovered.  I.  HEAD. 

An  uncommon  cafe  is  related  hjVanSwie^ 
teny  as  it  happened  under  the  obfervation  of 
Dr.  Watfon  in  London y viz.  a woman  who 
had  been  for  fome  time,  pregnant,  and  who 
long  before  had  the  fmall  poXy  'was  very 
affiduous  in  attending  her  fervant  maid,  who 
then  loboured  under  that  difeafc : In  due 
time,  fhe  was  happily  delivered,  and  brought 
fourth  a healthy  female  child,  where  evident 
marks  of its  having  had  the  erupt  iony  appeared 
on  the Jkin.  When  this  child’s  brother  was 

inoculated 
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inoculated  four  years  after,  Dr.  Watfon  had 
leave  from  the  patients,  to  inoculate  her 
likewife ; but  the  operation  was  attended 
with  very  difficult  effects  in  thofe  different 
fubjedls;  for  the  puftules  appeared  in  the 
boy,  who  foon  happily  recovered  from  the 
difeafe ; but  the  girl  after  drooping  two  days, 
became  veiy  well  again,  and  remained  to- 
tally free  from  the  eruption. 

A cafe  fomething  fimilar  to  this  is  alfo 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Mead  in  treating  of  the 
fmalll  pox.  He  fuppofes  that  where  the 
/ child  is  born  before  the  perfedl  maturation 
of  puftules  in  the  mother,  it  will  then 
more  probably  efcape  difeafe  j and  that 
the  danger  arillng  to  women  at  this  time, 
whofuffer  abortion,  will  be  in  proportion  to 
the  lofs  of  blood,  after  feparation  of  the 
placenta  from  the  uterus.  But  there  is  not 
fufficient  reafon  to  adopt  this  laft  opinion  ; 
for  even  what  Dr.  Mead  himfelf  afterwards 
afferts  does  not  at  all  correfpond  with  it,  viz. 
that  the  fmall  pox  have  generally  been 

found 
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found  moft  *uaild,  .when  they  fucceed  fome 
confiderable  evacuation;  whether  natural  ot 
artificiaL  v . • / 

Vafi'Swi-ethi  informs > us,  that  the.  cele-» 
brated  Boerhaave  attended  a lady^  in  the 
iixth  imorith  of  pregnancy,  who  labored 
under  the  worft  kind  of  confluent  fmall pox  ; 
notwithftanding  which,  the  proceeded  to 
the  full  period  of  her  time,  and  was  then 
delivered  of  a healthy  male  child,  which 
had  not  the  leaft  veftige  or  appearance  of 
difeafe. 

From  the  above  extraordinary  circum* 
ftance,  which  was  probably  owing  to  the  pe- 
culiar fl:rud:ure  of  placenta  and  its  pow- 
er to  abforb  from  the  womb  fuch  juices 
only  as  were  falutary  and  nutritious  ; even 
w^hen  the  whole  mafs  of  the  mother’s  blood 
was  tainted  with  variolas  infeplion ; one 
may  be  inclined  to  think,  that  hereditary 
difeqfes  are  providentially  lefs  frequent  than 
they  otherwife  would  have  been,  and 
that  the  perfedlion  of  animal  fluids 

depend 
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depend  more  upon  the  fecerning  orgaa» 
than  the  general  mafs  from  which  they  are 
ftraincd  off.  = This  property,  with,  which 
the  placenta  feems  endowed,  is  beautifully 
illuftrated,  by  Vv^hat  may  be  obferved  in 
get  ablest  where  two  plants  of  different  qua- 
lities both  d'raw  their  nourifhment  from  the 
fame  earth*  the  one  a deadly  poifon^  the 
other  friendly  to  the  human  fyftem,  or  per- 
haps an  antidote  to  the  former ; and  this 
is  ftill  further  exemplified  in  grafting 
branches  of  one  tree  into  the  ftem  of  ano- 
ther, for  the  juices  of  the  laft,  will  from 
thence  be  fo  far  divefled  of  their  natural  qua- 
lities, by  palling  thro’  different  ftrainers, 
as  only  to  produce  the  fame  kind  of  fruit,^ 
with  that  of  the  tree,  from  which  fuch 
branches  were  taken. 
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The  following  Gentlemen,  befides  many 
others,  who  either  went  abroad,  or  fettled 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which  I 
cannot  recolledl,  attended  my  Lectures, 
at  the  times  already  mentioned;  moft  of 
whom  took  notes ^ and  therefore,  to  fuch 
I refer  for  a confirmation  of  the  fad:s 
mentioned  in  the  IntroduEiion  to  the  pre- 
ceding obfervations. 
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Mr.  Robert  Pope,  Staines^  Middlefex. 

Mr.  Lewis  Poignand,  Duke-Jireety  Wejlmin* 
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Mr.  Thomas  Parker,  Gloucefier^ 

Mr.  Thomas  Owen,  Ryey  Sujfexy 
Mr.  James  Scaife,  Carlificy  Cumberland. 
Mr.  William  Younge,  Shijfinally  Shropjhire^ 
^ Mr.  James  Bumpftead,  Cajlle  Heddington^ 
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Author,  HIs  opinion  relative  to  the  caufe  and 

cure  of  Child-bed  Fever  page  lo  & feq. 

appeals  to  his  Pupils,  relative  to  new  points 


of  doftrine,  publicly  advanced  in  his  Le6fures 
Authorities,  great,  obfequious  regard  to  them,  anobfta- 
cle  to  the  improvement  of  fcience 
Air,  its 'remarkable  influence  on  difeafes  at  different 

periods  2 3, 

~ its  obvious  qualities  InfufEcient  to  account  for 


the  produftion  of  difeafes 


18 

8:fe 

24 

87 

59 


Ahfce[fes,  critical,  when  happening,  

Authors,  quoted  to  fhew  their  errors,  ufelefs  and  invidious 
Air,  its  diftemperature,  infufficient  to  produce  Child- 
bed Fever,  till  a change  in  the  habit  from  delivery 
concurs,  and  why  ■ " 

Acids,  vegetable,  their  effects  in  Child-bed  Fever  120 
Antimonials,  their  effefts;  and  cautions  concerning 

their  ufe  — 128.  &.  feq. 

Air,  putrid  and  confined,  difpofes  women  to  Child- 
bed Fever  1^4 

Arantius,  his  opinion  concerning  the  circulation  of 

blood  in  the  human  foetus  266  & feq* 

Arteries,  hypogaftric  and  fpermatic,  their  origin,  and 

diftribution  through  the  uterus  277  & feq. 

Applications,  topical,  their  effefts  in  floodings  282  &feq. 
Aljlon,  Dr,  his  experiments  on  frogs  307 

Air, 


INDEX. 


Air,  cold,  its  falutary  effefts  in  floodings,  and  why  322 

confirmation  of  its  good  efiefts  323  & feq* 

Arbuthnot,  Dr.  his  obfervations  on  the  lungs  326 

Animals,  fweil  in  the  exhaufted  receiver  of  the  air 

pump,  and  why  ' • ibid 

B. 

BODIES:  morbid,  frequently  infpeffed  by  the  author 

and  his  Pupils,  at  the  Wejiminfier  Lying-in  Hofpital  1 1 
Bills  of  Mortality^  the  prefent  manner  of  their  being 

kept,  defeats  their  original  intention  29  & feq. 

Bile,  its  immoderate  fecretion  in  Child-bed  Fever,  how 

accounted  for  — 79  ^ Icq. 

how  corrupted  9 1 & feq. 

Baglivi,  his  obfervations  on  inflammations  of  the  vif- 

cera,  93  & Ici* 

Bleeding,  early  and  copious,  recommended  in  Child- 
bed Fever,  as  the  principal  remedy,  and  why  99 

■  objeftions  to  it  obviated  100  & feq- 

■  generally  direfted  too  late,  after  the  forma- 
tion of  matter  — — 105 


mifapplication  of  this  remedy,  the  reafon 


why  not  fooner  adopted,  as  fafe  and  beneficial  1 05  & feq. 

praftical  rules  and  cautions  concerning  its 

proper  ufe  106  & feq. 

Bark,  Peruvian,  to  be  freely  adminiftered  whenever 

an  intermiflion  of  the  Child- bed  Fever  appears  110 
Blood,  quantity  to  be  taken  away,  not  to  be  determined 

by  its  appearance,  but  the  fymptoms  115 

Bath,  warm,  its  effefts  116  & feq. 

Bile,  offending,  how  to  be  evacuated  1 1 8 feq. 

Bark,  Peruvian,  its  liberal  ufe,  does  not  fupprefs  the 

lochia  135 

Blijlers,  their  effefts ; with  cautions  concerning  their 

application  in  Child-bed  Fever  137  & feq. 

Body,  human,  can  only  fuftain  violence  to  a certain 
degree 


Blood,  circulation  of,  between  the  uterus  and  placenta 

no  circulation  of  red  blood  between  the  mother 

and  foetus  


from  whence  difcharged  in  floodings 
when  fuddenly  and  largely  difcharged,  highly 


dangerous 


164 

260 

ibid 

269 

273 


INDEX, 


Bleeding,  pra61ical  cautions  concerning  its  ufe  in  flood- 
ings   300  & feq, 

Blood,  flux  of,  why  periodical  ^26 

Body,  human,  when  delicate,  a kind  of  living  barometer  ibid 
Bark,  Peruvian,  its  ufe  recommended  m a morhid  ftate 

of  the  uterus  336 

Bleeding,  in  the  foot,  its  effefi;  to  what  caufe 

owing  3’47&feq 

Baglivi,  his  obfervations  on  the  pleurify  383 

Blijlers,  their  application  to  the  affefted  part,  recom- 
mended in  pleurify  366 


c. 

CABBAGE  TREE,  wild,  of  Jamaica, — its  qualities, 

and  manner  of  exhibition  — 

Child-bed  Fever,  its  fatal  event,  notwithftanding  the 

moll:  powerful  remedies  

ought  therefore  to  engage  the  utooft 


attention  of  phylicians 
— 2iot  occaiioned 


rupt  milk,  or  obJiruBed  lochia 


by  abforption  of  cor- 


352 
9 

ibid 

11 

not  owing  to  injlammation  oj the  uterus,  ibid 

—  referrable  to  other  caufes,  as  a difeafe 

of  peculiar  nature  ibid 

Child-bed  women,  number  of  their  deaths  not  to  be  de- 
termined by  bills  of  mortality  27  & feq. 

Child-bed  Fever,  evidently  epidemic  in  the  months  of 

Jan.  Feb.  &c.  1770  28  & feq. 

when  it  commences,  and  how  40 

—  brought  on  by  taking  cold,  errors  in 

diet,  or  anxiety  of  mind  42  & feq. 

Child-bed  Fever,  whom  moft  fubjeft  to  it  42 

refembles  the  cholera  morbus  47 

Countenance,  eager  and  diftrefled,  with  trembling  hand, 

a dangerous  fymptom  52  & feq. 

Color,  crirnfon  in  the  cheeks,  with  expanded  noftrils, 
a mortal  fign 


Child-bed  Fever,  feldom  followed  by  a perfeft  crifis 

its  remiflion,  feldom  lafting  when  unat- 


tended with  foine  critical  difeharge 
— — on  what  days  ufually  mortal 


ibid 

56 


ibid 


Child- 


INDEX. 


Child-bed  Fever ^ its  firft  impreffion,  made  on  the  ner- 
vous fyftem  — 

when  complicated  with  pleurify  or 


penpneumony 


6i 


84 


not  occafioned  by  prefiTure  of  the  gravid 
uterus  on  the  omentum  or  abdominal  vifcera  87  & feq. 

— tmelyinjlammatoryin  its  beginning  89  feq. 

only  becomes  putrid  in  its  decline  by  ab- 


forption  of  purulent  fiuids  from  the  abdomen  90  & feq 
more  or  lefs  fatal  in  its  event,  accord- 


ing to  the  nature  of  the  caufes  by  which  it  is  pro- 
duced   9^  & fq. 


Cold  fit^  its  violence,  how  to  be  leiTened  — - 116 

Clyfers,  emollient,  their  efFefts,  with  cautions  con- 
cerning their  ufe  12^ 

Child-Bed  Fever,  not  infeflious,  except  produced  by 

a diftemperature  of  air  148 

rules  and  cautions,  to^vards  its  preven- 
tion   152  & feq. 

■hiftory  of,  further  illuftrated  by  parti- 


cular cafes 


163  & feq. 

Child-bed  Fever,  Cafe  the  4th,  with  remarks  174 

Cafe  the  ^th,  with  difTe61;ion  and  remarks  179 

Cafe  the  6th,  with  remarks  187  & feq. 

Cafe  the  8th,  with  diifeftion  197  & feq. 

Child-bed  Fever,  Cafe  11th,  with  dilfeffion  and  re- 
marks,   209  & feq. 

■ Cafe  12th,  complicated  with  pleurify,  and 

remarks  on  2 1 8 & feq. 

Cafe  13th,  with  dilfeftion  229  & feq. 

Cafe  14th,  with  remarks  233  & feq. 


Cafe  15  th 
Cafe  16th 


Child-hed  Fever,  epidemical  in  London,  A.  D.  1760 
Cafarian  Operation,  compared  with  SeBion  of  Pubes 
when  performed  in  London  on  the 


238 

242 

246 

255 


living  body — its  nature  and  event,  with  praftical 
inferences  from  thence  arifing 256  & feq. 


Chorion  falfe,  praftical  obfervations  concerning 

Child,  new-born,  obfervations  on  — — 

Cold,  its  effefts  on  the  animal  body 


intenfe,  the  application  of,  recommended  by  the 
author  in  uterine  haemorrhages,  as  the  principal 
remedy  ■ . . n .-..nt— 


270 

271 

319 


320 

Cold, 


INDEX. 


Cold^  objeftioiis  to  its  ufe  obviated 


Clyfxrs^  to  be  adminiflered  cold  in  profufe  floodings 
Cautions^  practical  concerning  preternatural  uterine  dif- 

cliarges  >-  • — » 

Cicuta,  extra6f  of,  its  effecfs  

Convulfioyis^  caufes  of,  various 


321  & feq. 


either  idiopathic  or fymptomatic  

caufe  of,  feated  in  the  brain,  or  genus  ner- 


vofum, 


- hereditary,  generally  incurable  if  not  ter- 


minated about  the  time  of  puberty 


why  difappearing  at  that  period  

moli;  frequent  at  the  latter  end  of  the  firft 


pregnancy 


flitution 


original  caufe  of,  pre-exifling  in  the 


con- 


from  plethora  

from  inanition,  generally  mortal,  and  why 

their  true  caufe  to  be  difcovered,  if  pofiible, 

before  the  exhibition  of  medicines  

Convajions^  fupervening  fever,  or  inflammation  of  the 

brain  generally  mortal,  

fa- 


vorable 


followed  by  fever  or  eruptions, 


more 


328 

334 

336 

338 

ibid 

340 

ibid 

ibid 

ibid 

ibid 

34^ 

ibid 

344 

445 

ibid 


Coiihagepis  vermifuge  quality,  and  manner  of  exhibition  35 1 
Convidjions,  leave  a morbid  impreffion  on  the  brain  355 
particular  cafes  of,  and  their  treatment  3^7 


D. 


D IS E AS ES,  putrid  and  inflammatory 


pointed  out 


marks  of  their  diftinftion,  not  fulhciently 


body 


their  true  flate  beft  known  from  the  living 


their  fymptoms,  to  be  fet  down  without 


innovation  or  conjefture 


their  feat,  often  apparent,  their  caufes  too 


remote  for  difcovery 


ibid 

^9 

ibid 

22 


Bifeafe^  epidemical,  prevailed  with  violence  among 

child-bed  women,  A.  D.  1746  25  &feq. 

Bifiafes^  endemial,  from  local  affe^ion  of  the  atmofphere,  3^ 

Bifcajhy 


f 


INDEX. 


Difeafes,  epidemical,  from  its  temporary,  general  change,  34 
their  true  nature  belt  known,  where  few  medi- 
cines have  been  adminiftered 40 

Diarrhcea^  evidently  fymptomatic  in  Child-bed  Fever 

49  & feq. 

——— when  exceffive,  to  be  retrained  no 

Duteau^  recommends  camphor  in  Child-bed  Fever  111 

• fymptomatic  and  critical,  marks  of  their  diftinc- 

tion  — 124 

Difeajh,  feldom  putrid  in  the  beginning,  have  generally 

a putrid  tendency  in  their  decline  134 

Di/fcBioriy  the  firft  184  & feq. 

»- — ^ remarks  on  ■ — — 186  & feq. 

DavieSy  Sarah,  Cdiio.  242  & feq. 

Delivery,  fpeedy,  does  not  always  fecure  the  patient 

from  danger  in  flooding  279  & feq. 

Derivation  and  revuHion,  doflrine  of,  as  generally 

received,  abfurd  315 

Delivery^  when  to  be  attempted  in  uterine  htemorrha- 

ges  — — / 331  & %• 

Dazofon,  Dr.  Arab,  recommends  the  ufe  of  Cremor 

Tartar  in  uterine  hsemorrhages 33^ 

Diet',  vegetable,  when  proper  337 

errors  in,  the  caufe  of  convullions  348 

Delivery,  ineffeftual,  in  convulfions,  from  caufes  inde- 
pendent of  pregnancy  

Duodeiium,  the  feat  of  convulfions  

Difeafcs,  acute,  their  fatal  event  in  pregnant  women 

Dyjentery,  its  nature  and  caufe  387  & feq. 

its  treatment  39i&,  feq. ' 

Difeajes,  hereditary,  why  not  more  frequent  — 420 


332 

333 
386 


E. 


ERRORS,  early  adopted,  become  habitual  18 

Eyes,  dim  and  lifelefs,  at  the  attack  of  Child-bed  Fever  4 1 
Emetics,  improper  in  plethoric  habits,  attended  with  de- 
lirium   122 

Effluvia,  vegetable,  its  extraordinary  antifeptic  power  1^9* 
Eruptions,  cutaneous,  fuddenly  repelled,  the^caufe  of 

convulfions  ■ ■ . — ",  ,>  3^0 

EROST, 


INDEX. 


F. 

FROST,  its  efFe6l  on  Child-bed  Fever  39  &feq. 

Fluid,  purulent  and  whey-coloured,  mixed  with  clots 
of  blood,  and  found  in  the  abdomen,  in  thofe  who 

died  of  Child-bed  Fever  - 68  & feq. 

its  nature  and  quality  »—■ ' ibid 

Fcifting,  long,  difpofes  animal  fluids  to  putrefa£Hon  152 

Fatus  in  utero,  nourifhed  by  lymph 269 

Floodings,  from  external  violence,  dangerous  27 1 & feq. 

extremely  fallacious,  and  often  fatal  in  the 

ibid 


iaft  months  of  pregnancy 


Fluids,  nonrifhing,  the  beft  cordials  in  uterine  haemor- 
rhages ■■  

Flooding,  extraordinary  inflance  of 


Fear^  fuddeii,  its  efFeft  on  the  animal  fyllem 


273 

293 

298 

311 


Flooding,  its  return,  lefs  danger  of,  after  delivery 
Fevers^  inflammatory,  their  general  method  of  treatment  382 
Fever,  fecondary,  in  fmall-pox,  how  to  be  treated  460  Sl  feq. 
Fluids,  animal,  their  perfeftion,  on  what  depend- 
ing   420  & feq, 

G. 

GANGRENE  of  internal  parts,  its  fymptoms  93  & feq? 
Gas  Sylvejlre,  its  power  in  refifting  putrefaftion  — 121 

Gaubius^  Dr.  recommends  Jlowers  of  zincy  in  the  cure 

of  convulfions  — — 37 1 


H. 

HULME,  Dr.  lays  down  doffrines  on  the  Child-bed 
Fever  as  new,  which  had  been  publicly  advanced 
in  the  author  s LeBures  three  years  before  10  & feq. 
Hippocrates,  his  obfervation  on  the  weather,  relative  to 

pregnant  women  38 

Head  and  fomach,  their  fympathy  — 47 

Hoffman,  Frederick,  his  opinion  of  Child-bed  Fever  58 
Habit,  its  hidden  change  after  delivery,  the  exciting 

•—  79  & feq. 

84 

4 87 

Habit. 


caufe  of  Child-bed  Fever 


extremely  irritable  after  delivery 

Hales,  Dr.  his  haemaftical  experiments 


I N D E ^X. 

Jlahit,  its  change  after  delivery,  infufficient  to  produce 
Child-bed  Fever,  till  afiiiled  by  dillemperature 
of  the  air  or  inordinate  paflions  of  the  mind,  &c. 

and  why  97 

liofpitals^  Lying-in^  diredlions  concerning  their  regula- 
tion; with  rules  and  cautions  in  the  epidemic 

feafon  — 1,51  & feq. 

Hczmorrhage  uterine,  its  nature  and  immediate  caufe 

259  & feq. 

5— its  remote  caufes,  various  ibid., 

Hczmorrhages^  beft  underllood  by  attending  to  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  placenta  and  uterus ^ and  their  attach- 

, ment  to  each  other  — ibid 

JIarvey,  denies  the  anaftomofis  of  velfels  between  the 

placenta  and  uterus  2.70  & feq. 

Haemorrhages^  uterine,  their  danger  in  proportion  to  the 

time  of  pregnancy  272  & feq. 

Haller^  Baron,  his  doctrine  of  irritability  — 273 

Haemorrhages,  profufe  uterine,  in  the  laft  months  of  gef- 
tation,  not  remedied  by  medicines-4  but  fpeedy 

delivery  — — 274 

» internal,  often  fpontaneoufty  ceafe,  and 

why,  305  & feq. 

Haller,  his  remarks  on  opium  305  & feq. 

Hamilton,  Dr.  his  obfervation  on  the  effe6f  of  ligatures 

applied  to  the  thighs^  303  & feq. 

Heat,  its  general  effe6ls  on  animal  bodies 315 

Haemorrhages,  uterine,  ufual  method  of  treating  them, 

ineffedtual  and  pernicious  333 

s — — new  method  propofed  by  the  author,  towards 

their  more  effedlual  cure  ibid 

I. 

INFLAMMATION,  local,  when  violent,  how  it  ter- 
minates   : 102 

^ — p foon  produces  formation  of  puru- 
lent matter  105 

principal  intention  of  its  cure  ibid 

Injeliions,  ftyptic,  their  ufe,  in  dangerous  floodings  after 

delivery  — 285  & feq. 

feldom  born  with  variolous  eruption  413 

Indian  Pink^  its  dofe,  and  manner  of  exhibition  — 3^5 1 

LOCHIE, 


N D 


L. 

LOCHIA^  not  obllrufted  or  altered  in  quality  in  Child- 
bed Fever  ^S&feq. 

Levret^  his  opinion  concerning  the  produftiori  of  Child- 
bed Fever  64 

his  obfervation  on  the  difappearance  of  milk,  65  61  feq. 

Lochia^  nature  of  its  difcharge  69 


when  obftru61;ed  not  the  caufe  of  Child-bed 


Fever 


when  obllrufled,  often  improperly  treated 


. 71 

ibid 

Labor  pains^  their  effect  on  the  vafcular  fyflem,  and 

circulating  blood  86 

Laxatives,  their  good  effefls  at  the  cojning  of  milk  127 

Liniments,  volatile,  their  ufe^  ; — 138 

Lind,  Dr.  his  method  of  deflroying  infeflion  1^6  Sc  feq. 
Lower,  his  obfervations  on  the  reficient.  power  of  ani- 

h mal  broths  . 283 

Levret,  his  extraordinary  expedient  in  a violent  flood- 
ing   ^ ^ ^ ^ 293 

Ligatures  on  the  extremeties,  their  pernicious  effe61s 

in  floodings  - 3 ^ ^ ^ 

Ixgs^  to  be  plunged  into  cold  water,  in  profufe  and  dan- 
gerous floodings  — 328 

Lamotte,  his  obfervation  on  preternatural  difcharges  of 

blood  from  the  uterus  in  virgins  — 334 

M. 

MINUTES,  clinical,  how  to  be  colleFled  for  the  hif- 

tory  of  a difeafe  & feq. 

Medicines,  their  effeff,  whether  good  or  bad,  fhould  be 
faithfully  fet  down 


Morbid  appearances,  after  death,  tend  to  illuflrate  the 

hiftory  of  difeafes  ' 

falfe  inferences  fometimes  arifing  from  them 


21 

ibid 
ibid 

Milk^  fecretion  of,  interrupted  by  the  morbid  rigor  or 

cold  fit,  53  & feq, 

Fever,  its  nature  and  caufe  56  & feq. 

morbid  tranflation  of  60  & feq. 

from  what  caufe,  depraved,  and  the  effeff  it  then 

produces  on  the  habit  63  & feq. 

not  fecreted  from  the  blood 


the  want  of  it  after  delivery, 
caufe  of  Child-bed  Fever  - 


effecf  and  not  the 

66  & feq. 

Matter^ 


INDEX. 


Matter,  purulent,  miftaken  for  coagulated  milk,  67  & feq. 
Medicines,  efficacious,  dangerous  when  mifapplied  1 n 
Mixture,  faline,  given  in  a ftate  of  efferveffence,  its 

effefts  121 

Method,  prophylaftic,  not  fufficiently  cultivated  148 

Matrons,  oi  Hofpitdih,  inllruftions  for  16 

Membranes,  including  the  child,  to  be  broken  in  flood- 
ings   283 

Mauriceau,  his  obfervation  on  delivery  violently  effe6ted,  329 
Mead,  Dr.  his  opinion  concerning  the  fmall-pox,  421 

' N. 

RIGOR  and  Naufea,  fymptoms  of  Child-bed  Fever,  41 
Nervous  injluence,  greatly  diminiffied  in  difeafes  of  the 

vifccra  — - 1 X 

Nurfes,  their  duty  and  office  160 

Noortwyke,  his  opinion  concerning  theplacenta-contra' 

di6led  — 29^ 


o. 


OMENTUM,  the  part  principally  affefled  in  Child-bed 

Fever  

— — generally  inflamed,  or  converted  into  curd^ 

like  pus  

Oppreffion  of  the  prascordia,  how  removed  43  ^ 

Opiates,  and  aftringents,  their  pernicious  effefts,  in  the 

early  ftate  of  diarhaea  — 124  & 

Odors,  their  extraordinary  power  in  particular  habits 
Opiates,  their  ufe  in  floodings,  attended  with  pain  and 

irritation  

their  general  effe8:s  

■ ^ their  antifpafmodic  power  

— when  proper  in  fmall-pox  ■ ^ ' 


IX 


ibid 

feq. 

fcq. 

153 


291 

309 

331 

388 


P. 


PHYSICIANS,  their  different  methods  of  praflice  in 

the  fame  difeafes,  and  why  16  & feq. 

Plague,  in  London,  its  mortality  remarkably  influenced 

by  the  air  at  different  periods  — 24  & feq, 

Pulje,  ftate  of  — 4^ 

Pam, 


INDEX. 


Pairiy  from  the  pit  of  ftomach  to  the  naval,  a dan- 
gerous fymptom  in  Child-bed  Fever  50 

PhihnuSy  wife  of,  not  affefted  with  Child-bed  Fever, 

and  why  62 

Pulfcy  why  quick  and  weak  in  Child-bed  Fever  — 94 

• indications  to  be  taken  from  it  in  refpeft  {o 

bleeding  105  & feq. 

Peu,  his  obfervation  on  the  effeft  of  putrid  effluvia  154 
Priejlleyy  Dr.  his  diffloveries  on  the  qualities  of  air  and 

vegetable  effluvia  159 

PetechicEy  putrid  and  inflammatory,  marks  of  their 
diftin6lion  and  method  of  treatment  335  & 

PatientSy  account  of  thofe  delivered,  and  of  thofe.  who 

died  in  Wejiminjlcr  Lying-in- Hof pital  246 

Placentay  its  flrufcture  and  attachment  to  the  uterus,  2 65  & feq. 

admits  of  a two-fold  circulation  ibid  &.  feq. 

• — its  umbilical  veflels  freely  anaftomofe,  268 

PuzoSy  his  method  of  pra6fice  in  floodings  280 

Placentay  obfervations  on  its  exclufion,  &c.  288 

PreffurCy  gentle,  on  the  belly,  its  effebis  in  flooding 

after  delivery  289 

Pediluviuniy  its  effe6fs  315  & feq. 

Pulfcy  its  frequency,  in  what  proportion  to  refpira- 

tion  325 

326 

339 

ibid 

356 

380 

381 
ibid 

461 

ibid 


PainSy  why  periodical  

Puberty,  its  effedls  on  the  general  habit  

Plencky  his  preparation  of  Mercury,  its  effefts 

Pink-root^  Indian,  its  anthelmintic  qualities  

PraBitionerSy  young,  enthufiafts  in  phyfic,  cautions  to 

them  

Pleurify,  women  lefs  fubjeff  to  it  than  men,  and  why 

when  complicated  with  peripneumony 

Pulfe,  ftate  of,  in  pleuri fy  — _ 

PoXy  fmall,  their  treatment  ■ 


in  gravid  women,  often  mortal 


Phren/y,  the  third  day  from  the  eruption,  an  alarming 

fymptom  

— how  to  be  treated  

Purplesy  their  nature,  difference,  and  method  of  treat- 
ment   — - 


405 

ibid 

406 


Purgatives y in  fmall-pox,  when  neceflaty  ibid  & feq* 
Placenta^  its  veflbU  endued  with  an  eleflive  power  422 

REMEDIES, 


I N D E X* 


R- 

HjEMEDIES^  powerful,  oppofidon  of  fentlments  con- 
cerning their  ufe  _ 

Reader,  often  prefented  with  a medly  of  reality  and 

fiftion  infiead  of  plain  fafts  19 

Refpiration,  interrupted  and  defultory  in  Child-bed  Fever,  5 1 
Rigor,  generally  fucceeded  by  fever,  proportioned  to 

its  violence  ■,  81 

• its  violence  and  duration  to  be  diminilhed  110 

Regimen,  hot,  pernicious  in  Child-bed  Fever  130  & feq. 
Le  Roy,  M.  his  pr..61;ical  enquiries  on  feftion  of  pubes  249 
Regimen,  heating,  its  danger  in  flooding  cafes  175 

Remedies,  their  falutary  effefts,  depend  upon  their  pro- 
per application  — • 257 


Rejpiration,  obfervations  on,  in  pleurify  382 

s. 

SPECULATIVE  men,  their  opinions  influenced  by 

education  and  cuftom  15 

Symptoms,  pathognomonic,  to  be  diftinguilhed  from 

thofe  which  are  accidental  20 

Sweats,  moft  falutary  when  univerfal  45 

partial,  the  effe8:  of  febrile  anxiety,  and  unat- 
tended with  relief  ibid 

Swelling  of  the  belly,  during  diarrhoea,  and  fucceeding  - 
the  pain  extending  from  the  flomach  to  the  navel, 

a mortal Jign  ■ — 52 

Swieten,  Baron  Van,  afligns  the  caufe  of  Child-bed  Fever,  58 
Suckling  after  delivery,  why  direfted  at  Weflminller 

Lying-in  Hofpital  6& 

Swelling,  mortal,  of  the  belly,  not  owing  to  air  in  the 

bowels,  but  to  its  putrid  expanfion  in  the  abdomen  88 

proved  by  dilTeftion  of  morbid  bodies  89 

Salts,  alkaline,  their  power  to  correft  rancid  bile,  1 248c feq. 


living  body,  by  M.  Sigaidt,  as  a fubftitute  for 
Cafarian  Operation  - 2478:  feq. 

Se&ion 


i N D E X* 


SeBion  of  Pubes  ^ objeftions  to  it  obviated  by  the  Au- 
thor, ' — - < 2 49  &fcq. 

Pelvis,  its  ligaments,  not  injured  or  torn  by  SeBion  of 

Pubes  ^ — 254&feq* 

. preferred  to  Cafarian  operation  by  the  Author, 

and  why  2,59 

various  examples  of  its  fuccefs  2 go  Sc  feq. 

Sydenham,  his  opinion  concerning  the  difeafes  of  Child- 
bed women  149 

Salmuth,  extraordinary  inftance  of  flooding  related  by 

him  - — 296  &feq< 

Styptics,  their  manner  of  afling,  and  pernicious  effects 

in  floodings  301  & feq. 

Sedatives,  their  falutary  eife6ls  in  hemorrhages  306 

Stephenfon,  Dr.  his  effay  on  the  effeft  of  heat  and  cold 

315  & feq. 

Swieten,  Baron  Van,  his  obfervation  on  the  effeSl  of  cold 

applied  to  the  feet  318  & feq* 

on  the  final  1-pox  — 400 

Symptoms, denoting  immediate  danger  infloodings, 330 &feq. 
Servius,  his  obfervation  on  morbid  bodies  dying  of  the 

pleurify  . — 

Sydenham,  his  method  of  praflice  in  fmall-pox  recom- 
mended   403 

T. 


THIRST,  its  degree  in  Child-bed  Fever 

Tongue,  its  appearance 

Tympanites  

Topical  application  of  cold  to  the  feet,  its  effefl: 

1 inference  from  it  ■ 

Tree,  bulge  water,  its  Uark,  a vermifuge  — 

u. 


44  & feq.- 
— ibid 
88 


320 

ibid 


351 


UTERUS,  not  affeffed  in  Child-bed  Fever  ■ — ^ — gst 

Urine,  fmall  in  quantity,  and  high  colored  in  the  begin- 
ning, fometimes  depofited  a chalky  fediment  in 

Child-bed  Fever  — 54  & 

Uterus,  inflammation  of,  its  fymptoms  confounded  with 

thofe  of  Child-bed  Fever  74  & feq. 

UteruSf 


INDEX. 


Uterus,  inflammation  of,  produces  an  obftru6Hon  of 

lochia,  and  vice  verfa  75  & feq. 

Uterus,  inflammation  of,  except  fucceeded  by  gangrene, 

feldom  mortal  76 

Vifcera,  abdominal,  why  liable  to  inflammation  after 

delivery  77  & feq. 

Vegetables,  aromatic,  their  infufion  recommended  to  di- 

minifli  the  rigor  or  cold  fit  — 82 

Vinegar,  fleam  of,  its  good  effeft  227  / 

Vegetables  and  animals,  their  analogy  268 

Vein,  umbilical,  its  abforbing  power  269 

Uterus,  of  its  contrafHon  after  delivery  in  floodings,  274 

difeafed,  figns  of  336 

l/rzW,  retention  of,  fometimes  produces  convulfions  349 

bloody,  in  the  fmall-pox,  a mortal  fign  — 406 

Vegetables,  their  juices  changed,  by  pafling  through  dif- 
ferent flrainers  — 42  3 


w. 

WEATHER,  zri  2iCco\xntoi  — — ^ — 34&feq. 

Warmth,  long  continued  after  death,  its  caufs  236  & feq. 
Whytt^  Dr.  his  obfervatipns  on  the  effeft  of  opium  307 

Weather -wije,  whom  thus  affefted  326 

Water,  cold  fpring,  its  liberal  ufe  recommended  in 

floodings  327 

Wejlmihjler  Lying-in  Hofpital,  patients  delivered  at, 

how  treated  in  floodings  * ibid 

Water,  vegeto-mineral  of  Goulard  ...  325 

Waters  of  Tunbridge  and  Spa,  when  falutary  337 

Women  of  irritable  habits,  mofl  fubje61:  to  convulfions 

334  & feq. 


Y. 

Young,  Dr.  his  treatifeon  opium  recommended,  308  & feq. 
Ydlownefs  of  the  fkin  attending  convulfions  — 368 
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